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CHRISTMAS COLUMN

THE MISTLETOE KISS.

A CITRIBTMAY BONG.

Winter is weary | and winter 'a drear |
Conein Annstte, do you think it's trae?
There len't & month in the long, long year
But alogs when 't summoned away to
on !
Thon Il{l. yellowing leaves in the path are aad,
And mournfully echo our travelling fest;
Btill something says to my heart, be glad !
For love is an evergreen-plant, my sweet |

Dull Decemaber's a monrnful thema |

As to exlllog them,” sald my uncle, lookitg
plensed, ‘therell be & list there ready for you.
Your sunt and Flo might initiate yoa into priogs
—an0 evening's amusement provided fof you all}

That seemed Yikely to be the only nerceabls
ftem in the aceouul. Florence kindly toock a
grest deal of the bucden off her mother, and we
two made (wmous progress—consideriog a
chrovic flirtstion betweon us of some yeary
standing.

However, next morning, when fairly started
behind & good horer for my twelve miles' driva
to Cullerton House, affairs took a different com-
plexion. The business itself did pot Iroable me
much: what 1 did uot Know I could arrive st by
suducions guessiug, wnd reierence to Florence
on my roturngFor the rest, was [ not to demon:
strate the eapabllity of the Oxford man by tha
very fact of my tutored ability to earry off awk-
ward circomstavers? On my arrival st Colier-
ton House, a place of some pretepsions, I sent
in my card and a note my uncle had written,

Cougin Annette, do yon think so?
There's nothing 4o drear as the dreary scheme
Of winter's sorrow and winter's snow.
Let fanciful poets indnige in grief,
Aud every woe In the world repeat;
But love has been at his tricks, the thief !
And stolen a heart, and regret, my swaet !

Betries on holly proolaim 'tis cold |
Congin Aunnette, 1 am warmer thus; l
A Liond aud a waist if my arms enfold,
The bhand and waist will be cory, puss !
For here we can 8it and defy the wind,
Though panes are rattled with blinding

sleet, | &

Aud happily ona of us thus may nd
That winter is best fur us both, my sweet |

i

|

|
Mistletos grows on tha oak, they say !

Cousin Anpetts |—she is fast aslesp, {
But this is & dangerous game to play,

For wandering rognes may on tiptos oreep. 1
The mistletoe's beckoning over her head,

My fluttering heart, you must csase Lo bant;
Bleep eoft! while over the floor I tread—

Apd wake st the touch of my lips, my |

aweet |

Winter Is bringing the travellera homal
Cousin Anunette, have I canse to fear
Lest one loved better than I may coms
To olaim the hand that is resting here !
The falgest women are fair as you,
And lips as pretty have sworn decait;
Dot on my honor I'd ewear yon true—
As true as the rose at your breast, my
gweetl |

Winter is long! ay, winter's long!
Cousin Annette, is it time to go!
Perchance the lover and love-sick gong
May melt forever with winter's snow |
The desrest thoughts In the heart lie deep
Through enows of winter and rose-time
heat,
DBnt if your memory tries to sleep,
Remember the mistletoe kiss, my sweet |

LAYING

THIE GHOST.

AN ERGLISH CHRISTMAS BTORY.
— i —

This is the etory of two or three connected
incldents, not quite every day, which befell me,
Hogh Livesay, a jew years ago. Or, in wmore
concise words—and ghost stories belog the
proper thing at Clristmas—this is the story of
the laying the ghost of—a dyffouity.

At l{m time I mtrodace myzelf 1o you, I, Hugh
Livesay, son and heir of Heory Livesay, Esq.,
ot Holber Holt, Leicestershire, was an under-
rradunte of Christchureh, of three years' stand-
ng, epending his ‘long’ with his uncle, his
mother's brother, Mr. Smith Pentland, solicitor,
The Close, Bouthwich, I bad many grander
relatives, especially on my father's side; none
other who had so0 much of my respect ns this
provineal lawyer with more thao s provincial
reputstion, I don’t bousl ot it, for 1 have not

ppeaking of meas n geptieman whom he em-
ployed confidentinlly. Wilting in & well-lined
Wbrary for further dirceilos s, with n new sense
of slrangeneds 1o such n place, I smilingly re.
eurrcd 1o my vncle's advice noé to go qulte as
for n morning call, By-aud-by Mr, Goesi made
his appescauce, very burried sod embarrassed,

‘Mr, Livesuy, 1 belleve, roferriog to iy oard,
which he held In bis hand, *Come upnon—
nh—=Mr. Bmith Peotlnnd’s business.! [ bowed,
‘HHow would It do to begin here al once®™ hn
winl on to say, with the pir ol & man screwing
up his gonrsge to wking the dist uncowicriabis
header, but anly equal as yot to dahbling in the
wiler ‘It mny be as well 1o—exercise o Hitla

You sre weiting for me here,
stnds  And i the servaunts
1] e

There s ocenpation for sote minates of
wiiting on these shelves, sir) sald 1, grave ¥.

‘KEanctly, Mr, Livesav., Then hiere 1s a list for
your guidance. 1 will retura In n few mioutes,'
And to get himself cut of the room so guickly
appeared an plmo-t astounding relielf 1o bim,
Completely benten though he was by the prescnt
homiliating shwation, oue could eec that by
nature he wus arrogant and somewhat over-
bearing, 1 conld well onderstand what my
uncle speke of ns Mr, Guests perfect inabllity

L0 keep within biz income; for to him the small
but very necessury economies of life would pro-
bably scom paltry and degrading. However, he
had bought o ¢ Jll‘ll.'llf_\’ { ,\.:“li'_‘nt Oy and wus uow
paying for il

Ve young fellows are more apt at detecting
the ab:urdities than the hardships of such
situations, aud oply bebave well about them
because, as men of the world, we do unot, in
our phraseclogy, g0 in for the embarrassing,
But in rather an odd way was | to feel the pathos
aiso. In goiog through the st prepared for
me, 1 could uot tail to perceiva-here and there
& bloteh of luk, binting very sensibly at toars
sprot in the writing, It was the work ol a
lady—one of the guests themselvas, probably.
Should 1 sce her? and how would ahie take it?
Was aoyvihing to be made out from her work-
manship? 1 get mysell to exsmine it, but
whether or not I have smatl penciration into

character, it told me little, There was cleur
arrnnpgement ceriniuly, and completeness, if
that wenl apy way—and it dul, when one

thought nivo of the blurred ink spots,

Yoices omtside warned me to put an end to my
speeulations, und made haste to be ready lor
Mr. Guest's retorn, which wasg only a degree less
flurried then his first entravce. ‘I think, Mr.
Livesay, if you would follow & plan—" Which
plan, untolded with much besitation and dif-
fusiveness, had evidently been prepared for him
outside,

It was that lnncheon should be ready in an
hour in the dinlug-room. Mr. Guest was mean-
while to conduct me upsts rs, ns it fora little
attention to my tollet atter mwy journsy. ‘And
the rest you can carry lu your mind as you pasa
through, A very haudsome bird, as you remark,
and well stotled,” We were now in the hall and
n servant wane passing, ‘John, are the ladies in
the breakinacroom? Come, and be introduced
to my daughters, Mr, Livesay.’

1 could see that this, done the more effectually
to mystity the gervant, was bitterer work than
any. He betrayed it by the very sharpness of
tone, womentary as it was, in which he imme-
dintely aiter fornished me with certaln informmn.
tion—as Il to warn me not to presume upan wn
introdaciion that conld not be avoided, buat

scen wany men who could atford to look down
upon Smith Pentland; T have seen as few wno
ventured todo 4. To bring one proof of his
guperiority—he had to meet the clever man's
suprewe difficully of bearing with lucompe-
tency, aud he subdued it thoroughly.

Mevertheless, where he saw youlh, and
health, and intellect—it wps his lh-.-uz'ﬂ thut
opportunity should be measured apart—he was

not egsy Lo sallsty: the ldle fouud him & hard
taskmaster. In these respects my unels wus
falrly content witlh me, but he was one of those
who lovelo resort to argument for the sake of
digcovering what their oppounent ismade of, 1
am saying nothing for or aguinst the practice,
siply that he followed it. Aud a 'avorite
course with bim was to challenge us uolversity |
mien.

‘The question i, are not you specialties 7 he
sald, one day over our sfter-dinner wine.

You may pleture my uncle a fine old figure,
with great ridges of brows below an abnudauce
of white hair, retined, slmost gentle eyes, bat
marked eaustic mouth, wilh somewhat large
hps, There were those who went io fear of my
uncle's surcasm, but they did not fare best with
him. ‘The question is, are not you specialties v’

‘Now you bsve putsa bard ease, glr,! said I,
*Because, nlthongh it is not the truth, it is next
to it. Tomy wiud no man 8 more capable than
yout better sort of Oxford mau,’

“‘Thatis, pot yonr Oxford mun into an nnasaal
and diflicalt position. he will come out of it maore
creditably than your ordinary man ¥

‘I thiuk so, sir.!

‘It 18 contrary to'the received notions, Hoeh,' |

‘But 1 do think it/

It was one pleasaut fenture in my nacle's iu-
terconrse with young men, thnt he treated them
as 1osiibly his eqoals in intelligence, if not iu
judgment, And this withost at all risking his
dignity. The cousequeuce wus that young men
iried to tnlk ap 1o bim

‘Beriously, don't yon think younare too imshed
an artiele for common uses? [ bave my doubts
ol you, Hwgh, alithough my owu boy s jusl
going to Cambridge,’

‘I wish you conbd pat one of us on histrinl,' I

taul, not conenting L0 uis opluion. ‘Me, since
noone elge offers,’ |
1 take sou at vour word, Hogh,!eald my |
unele, suddenly, ‘Mind—ife yon dont wi‘h to
o what 1 usk, say so: I shall respect vour

scruples. 1 want you Lo uo to s geptleman's
Liouse in the peighborhood—it is jost the ouse |
you desire, that | glionld muke a real wee of you
—4ud take an inveptory of Lhe property ou nis |
premices,’

There s no doubt I was a great deal dismaved 1
—my unele’s anusual und difficaly position Lind
certaiuly not taken this foram 10 my mind.

‘e 1a fo a depree o Ivtend of mine: but what
more¢ miuences me, be 18 8 great friend of
rrent frlends of wiue, Une of these will advanoee
1m money lor present necessities, but requires
A bill of pale on his fovpiture and horses sand
CArringes us segurity, It is 1o be arranged lor a8
t'ul’]_} aud privately as nossibly, Now there is
not & clerk in my oillce | can 1rust as [ ought 1o
be able to trost you. My clerks contract & habit
of reticence, 1 know, but they are us likely as
not to bereay Lthat thelr errsnd s something
slulster and uousua!l in their very offort pot to
dogo. Iufuct, if & genlemsn were 1o be tound
for such work, be s whut s waoled. Aud you
finy Uxlord men are o capable:’ my unele push-
lug back his chair, and louklog sharply st me us
he ceased epenking.,

‘You would lke me to undertake 137 said 1,
dublou-ly,

‘If you would, you tée me ont of & dMoealty,
However, If you at all object, there’s an eni.
P'm thinkivg for the laties ot Mr. Guest's
tamily mostly, Yon woalin't, you know, want
10 mentivn your relationship to me or anvthing
of thatl sort: you may not even soe aoy oi {he

family—ulthough, bunestly, 1 think you will.' |

In spite of what he spld about there being un

end toit If I ohjected, vet, as he wenton enume-
rating the forg and agwusts, | saw which way
his wishes tepdod.  Besides, 1t struck me half
the trinl might be 1o srelng whether I ooald
overcopie my ieluctance, So | made up iy
mind,
‘Well. I will do my best, sir, To-morrow do
you ray! I suppose Vs chulrs sud tables I'm
b0 value, How am I to know what to call 'em,?
and I lsoebed without much satisfaction: ‘or
whetLer they be worlh slubngs or pounds !

| deavor,

which went for nothing in the ordiuary sense,
I dure sy the cantions, almost shy elrcait my
eyes mnde of the room snd its inmates wus

| ngeribed by Mr, Guest to my sufilclent seunse of

all this, Miss Alice Guest, the youuger of the
two ladies of the family, was sitting 1 & spirit-
less attitnde by the five: Miss Guest hersell, a
girl of about twenty, was writing st the table,
Aund, slthough there were traces of tears on her
face, and she could not help looking downcast,
yeb she was sufliciently composed to think for
the best, and try to be conciliatory, as the most
politic course, She was nol quite pretty, but
nliogethey pice; hnd mice soft, gentle ways—
which did pot in the lewst prevent ner, as 1 was
not long in findivg out, from bemg the ruling
power in the house. Indeed, with no one e¢l-e
did therg seem (o remnin any judgment or en-
I felt for ier very keeuly when, upon
her tuther appealing to her tor the explunation
of eomethinge ju the inventory not quite clear
to ecither of us, slie came ACTross L0 us and
poluted out what we required quite patiently
dud intelligently, alihough il the while her
poor haud trembled so she could searce tarn
over the leaves, 1 very muoch liked the kiud
honest eyed fhat met mine o moementacy
glance; I very much wisbied they had been less
troubled.

Auid | docidedly wished myself well out of the
rotow long belore 1 bad Haished, The fathec
was quernlous, yet deprecatory; the girls sat on
in au awkward sihnce. A young fellow of
ubout elehteen looked fo &t the door; his
father’s introduction drew from him = stitf,
Lostile bow; turning on hie beel he went out,
closing the door with o bang; there was w duoll
anger shown towards me by all—by all except
Muiss Guesy, 1 prew to leel slmost as if she
appression was mine; | sald within myeelf tunt
whilst my guele had npdoubledly acted wisely
and kinaly by the Guests, he had nol shown
much copsideration for me. True, ha hud
professed 1o make it entirely optional, buat
theu

Golng through with My, Gaoest's prozramme,
I reached the alning-room and luacheon,

‘Now dn, Dick, vo,’ I heard Miss Guaest suy,
from outside the door. ‘He 8 very well, indesd
bhe ig, It cau't Host you to sit down 10 luuchigon

with hum, Iva betcause the gervants, yon
kvow, Do it to piease me, Diek. 1 dou’t want
you to talk of yon can't,’ she udded cosxingly—
coming 1n as nbe : poke; Dick troutivg me to Lis
ana'hemas pretty treely as he lollowed ber,

1 he color flew Into her face at slght o1 e, for
cortnivly she had kot meant me to be of her
sudienee., T was sately tempted to earry it with
a Ligh hand townrds Mr. Dick, bat 1 Kept before
me the espeainl rewson of my uncle’s cioice, und
recovered mysell io time, 1 readily forguve
him whin 1 hooaed, a8 I did wtterwards, that he
wis expecting his commizsion, when this unfor-
tunatecrisis in his inther’s aifairs pot ol his
expecintions indefinitely, even If worse did not

0

fol'ow, 1t was nstorad he shopid gonfound me
with this misfortune, The younger sister did
not thow hersel®, ‘Allee has the headache,

aps,’ spd Mise Guest, In answer (o ber father,
us be loo julued I gue-sed that | had us
nioek 1o do with uer abscuce as any indisposi
tion,

But we had pot taken our seats when s car-
riage rolled up the dewve,  ‘Miss Balley, pupa !’
Mi-s Giuest esclalmed ‘She will buve bien into
Lorton, aud o course has o lere Know-
lop it to beour luuchkeon boar,!

I quite vpderstood their nvoluntary glances
at e, and feit it mweambent oo me Lo olfer to
retire. 1 offered 1o do 8o in 0 many wor s,
witbout apy prenmble or reason slieged other
tian the real ove,

Certatuly no!,' shie said, with the essential
politencss o a kind patore. ‘We could uot
think of 1. 1 atlll protesred my willlngnoss,

‘It would be rude, wud It would not ba pre-
ferable even,” she replied, smiling & liitle, her
| sttalghlorwardness equal to my own, Well, It
| ds Lhe lrpesistible tendensy, where it s youug
wen and women who are conecerned, for these
things to be come directly personal,

“True, there are the servants,’ said Mr. Goest,
with en brrltable glavee m survey of me, frets
ting his hunds nervously one within the other,
*Aud Miss Balley wou't 68 much 1n our huviog
b— @ renger 10 lunchieon. Words that could
not have beéen becter framed to lack Lhe
gepulpepess  and  epontaneouiness of hus
daugbier's reply.

Colne

Miss Guesi’s first alarmed exolamation was
ustified, Misr Batley had eslculated upon the
uncheon hour, and besides developlug & very
fuir appetite jof the materinl visnds #st belore
us, nleo developed & quoite remackable craving
al er what ladies term ‘nsews. ‘Well, Frances,
what's the news!" was noarly ner first ques-
tion,

Miss Guest eolored as ehe professed her lgno-
rance, ptobably thivkiog, 1t strack me, wout
tbhe apewer to-morrow might well be. 8o Miss
Balley procecdod herseil to Impact sundry in-
telligence, in which Miss Guest, carrying off
her secrel trouble bravely (she could not keep
banok a preoccupied sigh now and then), mignoed
much interest: satistied so tbhat her futher was
nol ealled wpon, We appeared 1o be sncouvss.
fully tiding over the mal-apropos visit, nutii, as
Inck woold have It, tho lady's inquisitivensss
was directed towards me. Then I guiie Inid for
everything to come to griel,

‘Ah, 1 suppose, Mr. Livesavy, you are a
stroneer to this part ol the country ! smdfshe,
catching quickly st words that fmphed ns
much., Bhe was what 1 enll sodrosdfa]l womnan;
woll preserved, fifty or o, wikth o lare piacid
yet elirewish: amiling benevoleutly on yon
wilh her eyes, bus her mouth in coutradiction,

T enid I did not know niach of the councry,
‘But perhiapy you mesn 1o get sequainted with
It? Perhaps you are thinking w settle down
D OnEes un ¥

] sald 1 was slmoply on & vieil, nud Miss Guest
conlrived toget the conversation 1t s diderent
channel=but not for long

“Yon find the alr keen here, don't you, Mr,
Livesay ' sald Miss Bailey, uvou i arenssion o
the wenther @iving ber an vperoiug.  *1'm sore 1

did, Butthen 'm a native of Uevonshire, aad
you may come lrom northward.'

I wishied Devonshive had keot her as 1 gald
that, on the contrary, 1 had niwnys lived wmore
to the soulb,

‘In London, perhaps

‘Bless the womau!' I thousht. ‘I'lt try the
trulh—If that will stop her,’ Hesitating 8 mo-
ment between Lelcestershire aud Oxlocd, |
chose Lhe latter. As it taried out, an unloriu

pate choice,

‘At tho university? Ah! At which college
would it be? Christchurch? ah! Ste bhad a
nephew, ench a dear lellow, but he was nt Brace
nose, Did 1 know him?—Dawson, Frank
Dawson? No, 1 didn'e? Well, perhiaps she
wight be able to bring sbout an scquaiutance,
Oh, Prances! turning to [Miss Guest, ‘Alice
Daweonu bas had the sweeteat photograph taken,’

‘Has she? nald Mies Guest, with the &]?gul\.':l-
drouping of the eyelids,

‘Oh, the most cbhbarming portrait !’ blandly
beaming on us all, ‘You bave vol s¢en my
piece, (Mr, Livesauy—my ulece, Alice Dawson,
dear Frauvk's slater? Shefwss stuying at South-
wich a month sgo, If you were ridiag or
driving Harford way, and looked fn on my little
snuggery, I might, uow, be avle to give you an
introduction.’

Through all this questioning and my corre-
epondine avswers—{or, ouce brought to boox, 1
Pud plunged boldly in medias res, and talked
Oxford to auy extent, a8 deeming Lhs truth
enfest, from being least open to snspicion on
either side—ns it went on from one assertion to
another, Miss Guest's eyes Lhad opencd wider
and wider, and even youvg Dick was rounsed
from his moodiness, For all their cantion, I
eaught thew signalling thelr amazement al my
audacity to each other with thelr eyes —aund, 1
thovght, also the reliel my ingenuity, plasing
on Miss Bulley's credulity, brought them. But
when it came to the protfered introduction,
accompanied by ull Miss Bailey's reserve of
blandoess, 1 thought they certainly must have
exploded with luughter; the better [ kept my
countenance the more I tried their gravity., As
for Mr, Guest, he looked the reverse of amiable
all over ut what he toek to be my effrontery. At
length Miss Bailey proposed departure, They
all nezompanied her to the oarmisge, but whilst
Mr, Guest remuined for a parting word or two,
Miss Guest and Mek made a speedy escape back
into the hall. Chaucing to be near the door, I
had the fortune & second tiwe to overhear toem

*‘Ob ! Dick ! said she,

‘Ob! Fanny!' and they went off into sup-
pressed laughter, one against the other,

‘Did you ever hear & chap cram like him
sald Dick, suspeunding his lnughter only for the
words,

‘Dear Frunk !’ satd she, a4 soon as she could
et breath, ‘*And desr Frauk's sister]! Buat

on't let ue be stopping here!  Aud giving
themselves o minute w recover themeelves they
came fn,

1 purposely canght Dick's eye, and be walked
to tne window us the sole ressurce against a
eccond explosion; for being, as you will have
observed, a young {ellow quick to stand upon
Lis diguity, of conrse he could uot willingly
demenn bimsell to exchange mirth with a com-
mon clerk ! But kind, thoughtiul Miss Guest,
quick to belleve that kinduess was mwoant, could
ot let it pass without an ackuowledegment of
my good nnture aud prowptness to avoid em-
bamassweut tor them. And she knew well, none
better, how to thauk without admitting too
much, I teltit some return for the inevitable
disuerecables of my work only to bave had it in
my power to put her i #0o much better gpirits;
this was jost what her fine Jusight tsught her,

| ard by whal sbe cmphusized ber thudks, She
mked il ahe could be of any asfistanee quile
cheerfully, sid even conversed upon gencral

topics & little, She ouly ventared on a passlng
allusion to my daring lnventious—for as such
she wholly regarded them—I was hull sorry to
know it—1rom begiuning 10 end—over the lun-
cheon-tuble, and that of thie demurest,

‘You nppear, Mr, Livesay, to be quite familinr
with Oxtord; eéven more so than with South-
wich.” and in spite of Lerself, 8 smile lurked
somewhere about her pleasant faee,

‘I—I—in fact, Miss Guest, I—1 was appren-
ticed at Oxford.!

(When | came to this point in telling the day’s
proceedings Lo my uncle, helsughed ten minates
off, and then sdmitted that I had extingnished
him, *As of course I should,! I aflirmed,
‘Merely from the result of a high-class education
~—which would, as a plain fsct eapiole of béiug
arpgued, be g reeurrence to st principles and
tae simplest tactice.” When my uncle inlormed
me my nssurance, a8 he was plensed to cull i,
wanted no further eluboruting,)

I achleyed my reply to Miss Guest In my
gravest mupner; but she turped away, bitug
Ler lip, sud, 1 could doubted my praviv
just us 1 had detected the arrviere pensce o hers
P was tironugly impe led to disclose the whole
truth alout mysell, but the fear of compro-
mising Mr, Bmith Pentland restramed me untit
Mr. Guest and discretion entered :-'_,t"'.lll"l.

Bo 1 brooght mwy busluess (0 o conclusion,
and [ drove sway irow Cuatlerton House and the
Guests, Jevling that I bad also broveht to & con-
clugion netrange experience for waich nothing

L0,

certainly in my hle bnd prepared me, whica
| brawched off from it to an odd sort of war,
without any Koud of cooneotion with it otlier

| theo the shigut necident of Mr, bmito Peutlpnd’s
L nopremeditatod nud which at oun
mEeed juilo tke cuinlogue of siwple remem-
N ITH G
True, after I{lcft Southwick I ouze or bwic
made ingairies lor the Guests in my leters 1o
my uncle, Bot the subject was uo lopger in
teresting after he wrote Lhat there had boen a
revival intherr fortuoes—un old maden sunt
sfowe relutive or other, dying wnd lgaviug them
LO epd of srortune, “Aud,"sald oy uncle, ‘to
| see My, Guess wus enoogh to koew that oo olor
of ‘mpeudivg buukropley came now betwern
the wind apd hs nobility ' My fow hours'
quaintpnce with the gentleman tanght me sl
that my uncle would gonvey, aud I was cou-
grmed in my Bret re alivg of his character.
Chiristmnas came, aod wag, a3 u daty bound,
spent in the howe st Holber Holt,  We hiud i
| excessively pood time ol {t; such a good, jolty
time that poitbing snort of Lthe wedding of iy
great chium, Tom Bwopford, nod the positiv
pecersilty he luld on me ol actiog as his best
wau, could hpve induerd me to quit home (or
{he Stopfords’ place in Sossox. tinoe at Hetton
Purk 1 found myscll involved in festivilies of
week's duration, These over, my return wns
stil) further delayed, because the good isith of

requsst,

Tom's brother Bob was—at least he sukd I8 was |

- implicated o the securing me for o grand ball
thut was to come off at Grill Hall—the restlence
o! tome new comers to that part of the couuty,
whoee favor Bob evidently songht, They had
only not been of the compuny ut Hetlon beonuse
they wire irom home at the tne, From what
1 heard on diflerent sides, the Masous were eity
wople. very rich, und withont cilldren, But

he a'traction for Bob, aud o' bers of the fellows
an well, was certain bwo fair nicces whom they
| bad mev nb Guill during the shoollug seasou,

ANd who were pgain the Masons' guests, The
brother hud also Intely joined Bob's regiment
sud spent every farthing ot his allowanoe, an

probably something over.

Puor Bob wus very spooney, and mada me his
contdant, He ueed to moralize Ivightially, with
8 comic face, but not quite takiog It all the
gsme, ‘I'm a youvger son, Livesay, aod youpger
gons don't go dowu with mammus and aunts —
eepeeiully where there's morey, Hang movey,
Leay ! There's Tom™ wite, as jolly a Little il
#5 ever a fellow wants (o pet hit and think him
perfection, Would she have fallen fn fove with
mwe? Nol ahe, And yet sbo ten't a bit in the
world mercenary, ﬂ)lm wouldn't have been
allowid, my dearfifellow. It is ull manoged for
them. Oh, women are kittle eattle to dont withy!
And Bob's weed went out of the window, and
We 6L on fu & rather gentimental silence,

‘Bo, a8 1 enid belore, if you'll accept the
Masons' invitation, you do me a kindness,’ he
continued, as roon as he cou'ld descond to prac
tical watrers. *You are credited with boing o
cateh 1o the matvimonia! market, and we youne-
er sons are only 1hoked pledasant upon whiea wa
bave bigger firh in tow, Mr, Mason wu

| proudly plensed when she snw a po-sibihity of

getung Mr. Hugh Livesay, She doesn't fall into
| eortneres, you know—quite goes iu for 1he re-
doed style of thapg. But she's the dence pnd
all o ecome at, 1L wae grand, I sssgre voo,
quite grund, 1o see how she maueeayred for
Frunk Cnrpenter, the swioll who marned old
Muson's nlece, These girvis beloug to her owu
people, Come, Fay you will go I

|

Borine that s rrost bad &0t i, Lo the probable
stoppae of all buntivg for some disys, und that
I bad stilf o fortmight of my vacatlon belors me,

I said that I would do the obliglog, and stay jor |

the bull,

hameelf,

‘Don't vou, tual’s all) exclsimed the wildly

grutefsl dragoon, SBur 1 say, do any amouut of

flirting with wll or any, only dou't cut me out
to kvow which iz Alica?

with Alice,’

‘How am |1 They
don't go abont Jubelled, do thes ¥

‘She's the youpgur, Besides, she's—ob, she's
£0 much pretier !’

‘Very well, then; If [—!

‘Shut np, now, will you? said he, fetching
me & tremendous blow in the back, o appre
heneton of my chafl,

We were Inte in renching Grill on the night of
the ball, nud davcing had commuenced, When
Bob took mweup to Mrs, Muson, I felt convineed
[ must have seen thul lady vetore, =o fumiliar
{0 me seemed her well-formed features and
stutely carrisge. As Boo had predicled, she was
very gracious, and Kept me in eonversation anuil
the conelusion of the dapnce iu progress, whem
we sutered, and she oflered to find me partuers,
And if there wus manevring iu it at all, it wus
very kilful, for she was very carelul to intro-

Ouly he wisn't tv make a fool of

duce me Lo three or four ot the lpn-ll‘.iunt irla
in the roow, aud ouly tinished with her eldest
uiece,

Radiant for trouble unburdened from her

though the was, bright snd benutiful as, sny
what you ean, good tortune will make people,
yet [ kuew bier on the instant. The broad fore-
tead, the pood bonest eyes, the sonsie face, [
cotild not mistake; although there wers jewels
now in the falr halr, and every clrcumsiunce
wins 50 contrasted. And she kuew me.

‘Mr. Livesay—Miss Guest—' Mr. Mason called
his wile's anention from us, and s, peroups
fortununtely, the surprise of recognition on Miss
Guest's side apd the surprise and coufusion ou
mine esceped herjuotice,

In asort of desperation of embarrassment 1
asked for the next quadrille, aud she, in equal
bewildeiment, aseented, But as the miuutes
gave her a better comprehepsion, she elearly
cane quite to expect me o withdraw from the
position. However, I stood my growud dog-
gedly, Lall resenting it, altbough ske, of course,
could only think me gullty of an uuwarrantable
breach of privilege, The Impression ou her
mind would be that I had used my remarkable
powers of invention und a sufliciently gentle-
munly exterior to obtain  admittance lato
society for which by ecudition I wasnot quali-
fied, she, however, must submit to go through
the davce with me, but she did &0 iv a maguer
£0 cold and constrained a8 to show that eha
could be her lather's daugibler in spite of the
swertne:s of her disposition,

I took it as most decidedly a matter of course
that I ehould be believed, but yet, us you can
well think, it was so ditlicult & subjeoct” to ap-
progch that not for some minutes could T satist
myself how to begin, ‘Migs Guoest,' I said, all
poggible solicitude in my volee, ‘I am aware
appenrances sre pgainst me,' Certaluly by her
muneer she showed no intention of coutradict-
ing me, ‘I beég of you to suspend jadgment
until I have been besrd (o explavation.’

‘Most decldedly some explunation is reqnived,?
she replied, locking haughtily down, and belog
#i no paing Lo conceal ber annojance,

‘It 1 way be allowed to take you to Mrs,
Mason when this set ia over, 1 am sure | can

satisly—you,’ I was going to gy, butsubstituted |

*her,” She made no reply: | could mot tell
whether I bad at all shaken herin her bad im-
preseicon of me,

‘1 aseure sou I have done nothing a gentle-
man might not do., [ wish you could think I
am spenkmeg truth,' 1 had waited for a Tuvor-
uble interval in woich to say it, growing more
apd mwore cager for what she might answer,
slie looked up at me qulekly, with one of those
stdden relevvings, bhali-capricious uud whotly
awert and kind,

I cun't quite know yet. T think you are.?

Thunk you,” 1 replied, warmly, ‘1 esteem
mysell already more than compensated for thia
momentury miscousiruction.’ Apparently she
noticed pothivg of my exceeding earnestness,
lookipg straight bLetore ber with grave eyes and
wouth,

I was pot quite 1o escape u gcene, hiowaver,
Opposite us 1 suw Mr, Guesy, regarding us with
the greatest ustonishment, To confitmn himself
he bad 1o resort 10 s pyesglass, and upon wnat
he saw, went hurriedly sod with a face of
extrome displessure to where Mrs, Mason sat,

| I was tervently thankial, as mueh for bis sake

asIy own, to see that be had suflicient command

| over i ndignation aod diggust to reserve Lis

mecusation uuiil bhe bad
crowoed ball-sroum, The

dinwn Ler from the
dapce over, 1 wns

| Just going 1o sugpest & senrch lor him when he
| toucheo e ou bbe arw sod peremplorily desived

o word wilh me,

‘Aud i1l you will allow me,' he addad, with
freczing pulitenoss, should prefer to bave
Migs Guest nucer my own care.’ Tuking, his

opugliter en his arm, he stalked out of the roow,
1l lullowing, halt-upery; also, such is the force
of attepdent eureunubtances, with something of

the nie of w culprit, lo & small yours at the
buck was Mre, Muason, leoking—anyihing but
‘proudly plessed.’ *Comfort yourself, my dear
woisan,’ 1 thouebt; ‘it (8 e, We'll soon huave
itapnt, Avd thes-—-we'll see,’ By Jove, thouv b,
it begno bot, sud I ceme out o & charieter i

which I burdly knew mwysclf; somerhing new it
was 1o hewr paticd tly such words us Were now
modresscd 10 me by Mr. &uest,

B, v, perhape you will explain by what im-
posiiion you lnve contrived 10 obisin wdmitauce
juto Mrs, Muson’s bouse?" IHe wus o nrrogaot,
that renlly if it bad been any ove bot Miss
Cuesi’s father | must bave taken wy revenge in
chnlling bim.,

S omoght well take offense at your tone, Mr,
Guest —.1

I simp!y wish 1o know, before 1 ask you to
relieve uws of your presepee; how vyou oblained
pdp NiAuce Inlo my sister's honse

‘By the express invitation of Mrs, Mason her-
ecil,? 1 repiled, us temperntely us It was in
busn pature to reply to o que-tion worded so
lvsolnioply, ‘As a triend oi Mr. Roberl Stop-
ford's, of whose fnmily I wi now & guest,’

‘bt is vo goswer at g1, dow sm I to tell
how sud where you mude Mr, Stopford's ac-
quaiptance? 1 have bad 8 ssinple ol joor
genuity bejore, Mr, Livessy, Wl that's reslly your
paime. It is my opinlon you sre nothing more
thun oo adyopturer, gir: a low aldventurer.!

He waus 1apldly talkiog bimeclt’ inlo s rage,
fud 1 confess L0 & considerable degroeof heat to
my own auswer Lo thls, 1 drew wysell up with
BOEry countempt.

My pume &8 Livesay, I beg to inform you—1
am not lo the bhabl of assuming false namaos,
My tuther is s geutleman of stending ln Leices-
tersbire. With my uocle, Mr, smith Peutland,
1 belteve you are well nequainted. | was staying
at bis bouvse when I made acall upon you, I
admit in u rather singu'ar character, But it was
at Mr. Pentlsud's request, and solely becanpe
pooe of Lis people of busipess whom he could
gend on an affaiy £o private were at liberty,.’

*Ab ! | quite understand you, Yoo will hold
RO threats oyer me, though, A gentleman noed

R 24, 1868,

nol be ashamed to have been to diffionltios,
although it migh! be conveyieut ab e Lme, o
Reep it quiet, You won'tibrow' an mvs! | conl
pot get & word of disclsimer fu vdgewines, so
wratbful was he. ‘It Is more Lhso ever my
opinlon that you are notivne bt an dvel Yures,
I eaw sometliing of your lnventive powers b,
remember!”

‘There was no inveation about *, Mr. Gueat,
I was, and am suh, studying bt Ox ord,’

Miss Guest’s face had been entrentiog her
father this long while. ‘Ituink Mr. Livesay is
to ba belleved, paps,’ she ball-timidly Inter
posed.

‘Frances, I am surprised you sbould have so
little sense of propriety.’

Miss Guest, wincirg ender her fathier's se.
very, aud reddening violently, wade a minute
study of ber bouquet. 1 meant alter this to
exact & price for the aflront put upon me, nnd
&0 again recovered my tewper, snd strove for a
pencvefol solution.

‘With what wil you besatisfed, Mr. Goest?
With Mr, Stoptord's word ¥

I dont youch for all Mr Robert
noguminiances,! FPoor Bob! 8 e
henrd,

I mude s gesture of impatience,

fis there po one from your neleghiborhood hare,
Mr, Livesny ¥ asked Mrs. Mason, who would bs

Htapford's
Lud ounly

only tno pleased to have me yverided, and yet
retgined ber eaution, "My brother is pitarally
desircus of proof; sou peed not teke It ns a4

There §s Lady Dunean Knox
‘Ludy Dunesnn? O, 1 am quite ready to be
con‘ronted with Ludy Dunecan Knox.' A little
gcorn ul | al'lowed mysel! 1o be, vow that [ saw
wy way out of the muddle, ‘Uil go into the
ball-yoom, Il you plesse, and you separate your-
gell fvom mie= it shatl all be plaio now—nd call
Lidy Duncan’s atiention w me. Ithink you
will be sntietied, Mr, Guest,!

OF course the proof tendered was unimpench-
able; and seetng me so contident, Mr. Guost
cooled down with rather ludiwroas rapldity,
and Indeed was altogether nonplussed, Like n
prent many people, who mostly bod themselves
in the eud In & predicument because of 14, he
hud determined, with or agnlnst resson, that u
certain thing was to be, He had deeided that |
wiag an fnpostor: and now that it appeared

L |
personnl mutier,

mere than doublfuol, he wns not yery com-
fortable,
‘It s so diflicult to know whom to believe,’

he said, almost apologerically, as be led the way,
Miss Guest, with Mrs, Msgon, followed us at a
short interval, I caughbt s side-glimpse of her,
talkivg with, for her, unususl lmpetuosity to
bher aunt,  Once in the room the proceeding
ghowed itselt to Mr. Goeat yet mare equivocal.

‘Really, we might, I thiok, dispeuse with any
1est,’ sard he, condescendingly,

‘1 prefer that Lady Duncan should be spoken
to. I insist wpon i, indeed. 1 hadn't hall
done with Mr, Guest, you gce. I might want
bhim again,

At once more assnred and more nncomforts
able, be went ucross to my ludy: 1 standiog
alone for some minutes, outwurdly with an alr
of uncoucern, Inwurdly with an absurd senss of
biiog surveyed. Socon | became aware thut Mr,
Guest was gulding the laoy through the crowd
o whepe 1 stood,

‘How do you do, Mr. Livesay? gaid she,
comivg up with extended band, ‘how do you
do? Mr. Guest bappencd to mention your

namwe, snd I begged him to escort me to you.
We are only just from Rome, and I am dying
for home vews. Is Mr. Norris going to stand
for the county ¥

Ledy Duucan Knox was a merry voluble
womsan of five-and-loirty or so; very n'iuu-l‘.‘j
with my mother, aud & relative of my futher's
besides,

T gon't think Mr. Norris will stand,’

*‘Then your father, perhaps?’ sald she, with
immense interest,

‘No, I think not. My father prefers his pre-
sept cent for the borough.!

‘And when shull 1 see miv dear Mrs, Livesay
in town? Not before the House sits, 1 fear?

‘1 spppore not; my mother 1% ot foud of
town, you know, They are arrauvgiug Lhe sets;
may I have tbe pleswsure of this dance with your
lady elip ¥

‘Me '—1'm engaged—five deep.
Iater one,! Aund she moved away,

I lovked hastily over my shoulder to where I
knew Frauvces Guest was, aad upon fmpuolse sue
smiled back ber pleasure. wis  making
townrds ber when her father detained me,

‘Mr. Livesny, 1 don't know bow to frame my

Perhaps a

excuses to sou for my rudevess, Iu is little
atonement I can make except in the way of
words.’

‘Noue 18 needed, sir,’ T answered promp!ly;
beenuse, of course, 1 wasn't going 1o make it o
quartel vow, And indeed he hado't spoken
budly. We are all lable toslight mistukes, Mr,
Guest.’

‘[ cun't forgive myselfeo ensily; 1 am afraid

wag too much anvoyed to be just, We do
hicar of emch deceptions nowndays that really [
tock the alurm too quickly. It secms almost un
insult alter what hns passed, but if at noy time
you are down at Soutbwich, and vou hke to
¢wll ut Cullerton Houre, you will be sure of a
wilcome, and—you will do me & favor,’

I thanked him lu-illl.lIK. aud proved my sin-
cerity by egcnping to Miss Guest as soon s
rolm-rm allowed. 1 tound it would be late
before she could give me a daoce, but, bhalf io
pique, 1 stood out unyil my turn came,

‘You are potdancing much te=uight,’ she said,
ne we took our places,

‘Scmetimes 1 1ike the other thing bost,!

‘I'm afraid,’ said she, in utone of vexation,
Yit'sa because the evening hus been 8o disagroe-
nble for yon,'

‘IVs very good for you to distress yonrself

about we. But it las uot bren altogether
dipggreennle, lndecd, )
1 conld rot help speaking significantly;

semebiow, the tope had got luto my volee, and
I could not get it ont,

‘What you did, Mr. Livesay, you did in kiad-
ness, 100,!

‘But 1 ¢o take gome blame to myself., You
gsee, Mits Guest, it Is pot mght for 4 man to put
Kimeell iu & false position. At least—weli—[
dou't know, I'mo gure, 1 once argued with my
vucle, and we left ol precisely where wa begun,!

‘But you did it in the Kindess way, snd with
the kindest lntention *

Well, you know, 1t beromes

pecuse oueself when ope bay o0 churming an
sdvoeate, self-enlisted, 1 sald some foolish
words of the sort, Sbke bBlushed, but she had

euch o stald, demure way of Listeniug o gullant
epecches that resily one was tewpled ou Lo words
wore spd wore mesniug.

‘I eny, weren't yon Mirtivg Inst nieht, Livesay #
Efld Bob pext morniug, siriving (o orgunlize cor-
tuin plecemenl recollections,

I put him off with some light speech, for you
muy lie sure [ thould not make his contidence
reciprocenl, But 1 don't mind admitiiog now
that I left the Musons' ball with & very gravely
damuged nhutomy, | must have been Wit deeply,
or the frost broke up, sud 1 still preferred
Bustex for the remainder of the yaestion, How-
ever, 1L 18 renssurive to know that [ could 1ake
futerest in the furtbersuce snd enjoyment of the
d'fis rent rocial courtesies between Hetton mad
Grill Hell., Nor was this all. Oob the next ocen-
sion of reeloe Mr, Smith Peutland 1 oxpressed
such plessnnt remembrances ol wy lnstautumn's
visit that he juviled me 10 repest 1t o he
coming ove. Butl sm almost ashamed (o sny
that, opce ut bouthwich, 1 still more wiroitly
routrived to be mvited on to Collerton iself,
For the purtridee-shooting, my host smd—my
own object I did pot talk much aboat then,

You won't say | sped badly, though, when 1
teli you that the Obrivimas saw me at Gelll
Hall, the nccepted and approved suitor of sweet,
dreur Franees Guest,

Ah well, that is five yeuars
by wv hearthside to-duy,
ways than ever, 1 think,

My wife alts
BWeuler, dearer

RED,
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.I\ NTIWINDOW RATILER,

For Dwellings, Cars, Steambuoats, Ete.

Previnta Rattling and Bhaking of the Wia-
dows by the wind or other cahuses, tightens the
pash, prevenis thewindand dust from eantering,

einlly stinched, snd requires but s single
glenoe to judge of 1= meriiy,
Cull ob Lbe General Agent,

P, ROSE,
No. 727 JAYNE Street,

Between Markeot and Chesnut,
Fhiladelphin,

-~
Je
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really pleasant to |

HOLIDAY GOODS,

CREAT DISPLA

HOLIDAY GOODS.

Writing Desks,

Rosewood, Mahogany, Walnut and
Mache

Leather Writing Cases,
Backgammon Boards,
Gold Peus,
Games, Water Colors.
Parlor Croquety from $10 per set np.

Boxes of Paper and Envelopes, stampod with
Lirds, bntter Qies, Howers, eto,, for Presonts,

Paple

R. HOSKINS & CO.,

Stationers and Engravers,

NO. 913 ARC X
OPEN EVENING,

M
E

STREET
12 1% stalbBtrp

——

C. W. A TRUMPLER,

XO. 026

CHESNUT NT.,
Offers for Holiday Presents
MUSIC FOLIOS,
ELEGANTLY BOUND MUSIC BOOKS,

SHEET MUSIC,
12 18 orp

OPERA GLASSES,

C
HOLIDAY GOODS.

We have now on hanmn Iargost and 1
ortment of FAMCY QOODS ever ulfersd to t':l':‘pu’.b-
'@, Of the neweal vealgun, of lale lmporsalung, and ag

uL precedeniealy low prices,

Fﬁl}ti“glﬁu OLOUKS, BSTATUARY, INKSTANDS,

lisnmt:ﬂ GROUFS, BUSTS, STATUETTES AND
™~

UHINA AND BOINEMIAN VASES,

:-ir‘t. iwn_-lﬁ‘l"ul';’& llinl..::lt;kl.u.‘l».'l‘(:. 2 = TOILEY
LAY (V) 4 BRTs, Ciua OLDERS
ATCH AND TOBACUO BOX S, " .
JARDINIERES of varlous desigas, rlohly moanted
on Wood and Bronge, BRONZE AND OHINA OARD
BTANDS, LOWER POTH, HANGING YASLES,
ATU ETC.
8. A. HARRISON,
No. 1010 CHESNUT S8treet,

12 8 tulhadirp PHILADELPHIA,
HOLIDAY GcooODS
At Greatly Reduced Prices,

ANNUALS,
JUVENTLES,
TOX BOOKN,
PRAY ER BOOKS,
BIBLES, ETC EXQ

CHARLES DESILVER,
No. 1220 CHESNUT Street,
12 16 thatudtdp PHILADELPHIA,

HOLIDAY AND WEDDING
PRESIKNTS.
WILSON & STELLWAGEN,
No. 1025 CHESXUT STREET,
PHILADELPHIA,
WATCHES,
JEWELRY, DIAMONDS, BRIDAL BILVER,
MUSICAL BDOXTES, AND FINE
FRENCIL CLOCKS,

All of which we are offering
AT REDUCED RATES, 1217 14t

HOLIDAY CGoOODS.

FDWARD OHRISTMANN

QFFERSE A LARUE VAKIETY OF FARCY
ARTICLES,
DRE: BING CASES,
PERFUMERY,

TOILET REQUISITES,
CUILERY, ETO, ETC,
ALL AT THE LOWEHEST PRIOES,

EDWARD CHRISTMANN,

__I'.! 16 ltrp ._‘u: 7"2__!,_“ ESNUI Street,
U SEFUL AND ORNAMENTAL HOLIDAY
MHES M. A, BINDER'S,

No, Judl CHEsNUT Sirest.

Doild, Card Huskels, Cigar Cases, Smokiovg Oaps,

PHASENTS,
Purlemonoales, Leallier Goods, Zephyr Suppers,

Cusbivons sad Tioles, Lace Guods 1e Toresd, Guipare,
Uluny, Valencleones, Polul Appilque, Uql'll.ru Hews
and Harbes, Col fures, Handkerchiols, Whito Walsts,

Berthus, Ulieom lseties,

A begsutiful mesoriment of Fine Jewelry. now siyles,
Jet, u'iln Fenrl, Steel Uoral, ani Flaln hets,

Chnlus, Neckinces, Hondkerch ol Holaors, Stads,
Sleeve Butlons and Braoe sts,

Head Uressis for Pariies mnd Operns

Finu Fuos and Fauocy fionas,

Ribbouws. Juuvin's Kl Gloves, Hridal
Wreaths. Freuoh Corsels, Hoop Bkirs,

Wi palrs very rich EKmbroidered slippern at §1 75

Vel's and

noa s
Biture open evenin 8 duriog bolldays 1214 128
; . 1
PP R ES ENTS,
Rodgers' aml Wostenholm's FPoeket

hnives, lKnzors, and SCiss0rs.,

LADIES BCIESORA, 1IN CABKES,
GENIS DEREN: ING-CASES, KTC.

MADEIRAS,
No. 1153 TENTH Sirveet, below Chesnual.

FHESENTS FOR A DEAY FRIEND are the EN-
BTRUMENTS to wssist the HEARING, st MA-
DEIKA's, No, 116 Tenth sk, below Ubesaas, 12 18 64

HATS AND CAPS.

JONES, TEMI'LE & CO.,
ASHIONABLE HATTERBS
No. 25 5, NINTH Street,
Flrat door abuye Chesnnt sireel, "
VENTI

WARBURTON'S IMPROVED
5
Wise

8-

Isted, nad cosy-fttiog Vress Haw (pateo
all the lmproved lasbions of Lhe sesson
NUT btreel, next door @ l.hil’m_l_uﬂlcq._'h

OHN CRUMP,
CARPENTER AND BUILDER,

Bhops No, 218 LODGESwreel, and No, 17338
CHESNUT Strect,

PHILADELYHIA
LEXANDEBR G. CATTELL & CO
PHODUCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

No. 20 NOUHTH WHARVES

AND
. 2 NORTH WATER STREET,
Ho. 2 RORTIAD 1A, '
ALEXANDER §. CATTRLL. ELIJAN CAYTELL
I L LI A M 8. GRANT
CuMMISSION MERCHANT,

Ne, 88 DELAWARE Avenus, Philadelphin,
AGENT FOR

5 Aoy g L g g
/o er 0.'s Chocolate, Cooon,
Crocker Bros. ‘& Co.'s Yellow Bletal Bhsach)

"




