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REDUCTION OF THE NATION: iL
TAXES,
Borwen, in commenting upon the difference
between the national characteristios of Ameri-
cana and Englishmen, asoriboes to us superior
foresight and energy, but claims for his conn-
trymen better capaoity to prepare for and
meet impending emergencies than we posseas,
He contends that while the American scans
more clearly the distant future, he is not
oqually ready to make adequate provision for
mpidly approaching events. It is diffienlt,
ho says, to induce an English statesman to
give studions attention to the interests of
posterity. He does not ocare a fly whether
ths coming generation will ba compellsd to
bear the burden of the national debl or not,
and he spends mno time in sentimental re- |
pinings over the woes they may possibly
suffer, On the other hand, however, he ex.
orcises oxtrome care in adjusting the inevita-
ble burdens of the present, and in making
taxation innoonouns to industrial interests,
If a British statesman were to propose at this
time to raise an annual surplus revenue of
one hundred millions of dollara for the pur-
pose of diminishing the English debt
to that amount, he would be regarded
a8 & fit pubject for Bedlam, and
no party which defended such a policy conld
over hold or retain office. In this country a
gonorous zoal to accomplish grand results for
postority inspires many of our publio men.
Bat, landable as this feeling may be, it is
onsy to oarry it too far, and to infliot vital
injury upon future generations as well as
apon the living men who have passed through
the trying ordeal of the last decade. It is
time that the national system of taxation
should bo based upon immediate necessities
aad aotual wants instend of a pyrotechniocal
programme. We have had enough of glory,
and have won enough military and financinl
triamphs to enjoy and to imperatively need
temporary repose. The apectacle of an annual
of one hundred millions of dollars
rolling into the Treasury may be very gratify-
ing to the oustodians of tho public moneys,
and it may exert a highly desirableinfluencein
improving the national oredit, and in satisfy-
ing evon the most timid capitalista that the
people are able and willing to redeem all the
national obligations; but even these results
do not afford a sufficient justification or com-
pensation for the subjection of American in-
terests to an unnatural, undue, and unneces-
sary strain, 'We are not astonished, thore-
fore, at the ory now going up from all sec-
tions and parties for a praotical and forbear-
ing, instead of a sentimental and oppressive,
finanoial policy. The people are will.
ing to providle means to defray
all necessary expenses and to maintain
the public oredit, but exaction of an annual
surplus larger than the whole national expen-
diture was ten years ago should be immaedi-
ately discontinued. No other people on earth
would, under similar circumstanoces, peace-
fully submit to it, and no other statesmen
would think of demanding such s sacrifice,
The publio are thoroughly satisfied that Ame-
rioa is a great ocountry, and that her citizens
oan do great things, but they do not care
about being perpetually stuck upon a pedestal
as objoots of admiration, and they have acted
the role of model tax-payers long enough to
be anxious to dispense with all superfluous
itema in the bills of collectors of internal
rovenus. L

THE LEAGUE ISLAND NAVY YARD.
Tux bill for the transfer of the Philadelphin
Navy Yard came up for consideration in the
National House of Representatives yesterday,
and it was bitterly opposed in a long speech
by Mr. Dawes of Massachusetts. This may
be considered as a last effort of the faction
who advoosted New London or some other
New England port as the site for a great na.
tional nayal station im preference to Phila-
delphia. What is expected to be gained at this
time by throwing obstacles in the way of a
transfor of the Philadelphia Yard to League
Inland it is not easy to see, and the speech of
Mr. Dawen indicates chagrin at the non sue-
oess of the favorite project of his own ocon-
stituents rather than a cordial desire to bene-
fit the nation, His whole argument is based
upoa the expense of the transfer and the im-
propriety of the Government spending mo-
noy at this time except for purposes of abso-
lute necessity, and there would be a cortain
amount of force in what he said on this
point if it had not been proved over and over
agnin that the cost of removing the Philadel-
phia yard to League Island can be nearly, if
not quite, covered by the,amount to be real-

the approval of the President, who,
rom the nature of his duties, could pay go
regard or attention to the prooeed.
The Becretary of the Navy oould sell
y personal or political
on any terms he choose, and ocould
the proceeds to such purpose us he
on League Island. He did not see
, in regard to League Island, the repre.
hﬁ:’l‘:;id lhoponpknho::tbouuaudd
qwmlhﬂng money from

time to timie,’ F
Lot Congreas, if it thinks it expedient to

do #o, order that the money soerning from
the kale of the old yard be paidinto the Tron-
snry; lot it appeint a commission ta\m that
thoe anle s condusted in the hast interests of
the Government; Jet it appropriate the monoy
for League Island in the same manner thal it
does other funds; and, in faoct, let it place all
tho safegnards possible around the tranSad-
tion, but let it aot in this matter with some
degree of fairnoss, and not be lod awasy by
the guernlons fanlt-findings of those who now
oppose the Leagne Island site simply be-
oause the Government finds it to ita interest
to make a choiod different from what they
desired.

Mr. Dawes admits that Loague Island must
ultimately be converted into a great maval
depot, but he wishes to postpone the work of
putting it in order, for ne other purposd, that
we oan understand, except to disappoint the
citizens of Philadelphis who are anxions to
have the now yard in active operation as #oon
as possible.

The faota of the matter are just ‘these: The
Government is at the present time totally
unprovided with a navy yard of the size and
onpacity that the needs of the naval service of
the present day demand. It is obliged to
depend on private ship yards and shops for
the construction of ita veasels, machinery,
and all the appurtenances of naval warfare,
That a great naval depot is needed for the
proper maintenance of the efficienoy of the
| navy is admitted by all disinterested persons
who are competent to give an opinion on the
subject, and that League Island is the most
suitable place for such a depot has been
sufflciently demonstrated. This site was
a gift to the Government from the
oity of Philadelphia, and the oost
of ereoling the  necessary  strue-
tures for a» mnavy yard is all that
is imposed upon the nation. It is idle to say
that because we are now at peace with all the
world, without any prospect of a war, that we
ought to delay this great work, which is of far
more importance in every way than the erec-
tion of the New York post office, or any other
of the oxpensive enterprises in which the
Government is now engaged. We hope sin-
cerely that the members of Congress will look
at this matter without prejudice, and with the
idea only of acting for the good of the na-
tion, without permitting themselves to be
overborre by the opposition of those who are
disposed to cry sour grapes.

i

BEECHER ON BAPTISM.
Tae Christion Union, which is understood
to be the ‘“‘organ” of the Rev. Henry Ward
Beecher, has made thestartling discovery that
all Christendom has gone astray on the sub-
jeot of baptism. Even the Baptists, who have
striven 8o hard to put themsaelves rightin this
matter, are declaced to be more wrong than
right. The only true and original apostolic
method, says the Beeohor organ, was by im-
mersion; but, contrary to the oustom of all
sects who now insist upon this plan, the con-
verta were required to go down into the water
as they came into the world—without the
incumbrance of eclothing. The following
passage, from Aota vii, 12, is quoted to sub-
stantiate this position:—'‘They were bap-
tized, both men and women,"” whioh means
clearly, to the Beecher organ, that the males
were immersed, in a nude state, by males,
and the females, in similar undress, by
fornalesl Mr. Beecher, having already revo-
Intionized the acoepted theories upon the
marital relation, and set up a precedent which
will stand for all time to come for the bensfit
of free and easy lovers, has now wisely turned
his attention to another point too long neg-
locted by him,

In consideration of the marked sucoesa
which has attended his new remedy for do-
mestioc infelicity, the Trustees of Plymouth
Church, a few days ago, by a unanimous vote,
raised Mr, Beecher's asalary from $12,000 to
$20,000; but this advance the latter-day apos-
tle declined, with thankfulness in his heart
and tears in his eyes. He does not believe
that ho hes as yet inangurated as many re-
forms as wounld warrant such a princely som.
ponsation, and postpones the ncoeptance of
the extra $8000 per annum until he can put
his novel baptismal theories in practioal ope-
ration. Then an inorease will be found quite

; and not only that, but the Ply-
mouth peopls will find it neoessary to make
material additions to their church, to necom-
modate the great crowds of pious people who
will rush to witnesa the imposing and solemn

gpectacle of an apostolic baptism,
————————

A prraxTHROPIO and devoted lady yester-
day presented a copy of a Bible Lo each mem-
ber of the Benate of New Jersoy, and by this
donation evinced intunitive knowledge of the
peculiar necessitios of the times, Corruption
and heathenism are enthroned in many of the
halls of legislation, and onr own capital, Har-
risburg, affords & more fruitful fleld of mis-
sionary effort than either Greenland's ioy
mountaing or India's coral strand. The poli-
ticians who neither respedt the rights of their
fellow-men nor fear their Creator, while they
offer up their manhood and integrity on the
altar of Mammon, are in greater need of in-
stroction than savages addicled to felish
worship,

OBITUARY.

Francota I'l-u-t Raspall,
Francols Vincent Raspall, the celebrated Frenoh
Aavant, and  political  sgitator, died in
Paris yesterday morolug. He was born at Oar-

pontiers, in the Dopartment of Vauolase, on the 29th

of January, 1T%, and therefors lacked but s fow
days of complating hls seventy-alxth year, He was
educated st Avignon for he Churoh, but subse-
quently devoted himself to law and the natural
m.m,mmum to take the highest rank
in the Iatter department of knowledge. While atill
& student at the Saminary of Aviguon, he dolivered,
inthe year 1811, whoeu but seventesn years old, &
course of lectures on philosophy, aud in the fol-
lowing year snothor course on theology. Oonlﬂuod
in his determination not to emter the Church, he

went to Paris after the second restorstion of the
Bourbona, and supportod himsoll for some time by
private teaoking. o 1634, he pressnted to the Insti-
fate his dret momolr, whioh was & trestise upon the
olassification of grasses | Lo 168 beoamae attaohod to
the Buretin des Seienoss of Ferusano, and (n 1899, in
conjunction with M. Balgey, ostablished the 4 nnales
dew Bolencss &' Obsorveation. To thia latter he contrl-
biited & number of valualie soloailo articles, paying

pariicular aitention to chemistry; ani prosonting
atrong cinlng Lo betug considored the croatgr of the
apeoinity of ofganl’ ohemistry, Ha became, about
this Wme, involved In » sharp controvaersy with
Cuvier and Geolirey 5L Hilsire, and (n 1529 tsanohed
agalnst them o work with tho novel tide of "Chwps
de fount Refant{fgnes" or, “A Scleolific Horsewhip-
ping.”

Eariy in ltfe he had beoome sttached to demooratic |

principles, and from the Orst partiolpated (B the
scoret politioal movemonts of the Tronoh capital,
takiog an aotive part and recclving s wound [a the
Revolution of July, 1830, 1o opposed, however, tha
oevallon of Louis Philippo to the throne, and hoid
Nimself outirely aloof from that soversign, refasing
both ofMcial employment and the Croas of the Leglon
of Honor which was tendered hitn by the King, His
hoatility to the now rgfme was 8o dooldod that he
partiolpated In the organiastion of the Amis du
Pruple nnd other soorel politdosl sooléties whioh
wore designed to effect the ovarthrow of Louls
Philipps, and was also ohief editor of the Reforma-
fewer.  Inthis way e beeame an Ohjeot of perseoution
nt tho hands of the Governmant, belng punishad by
A ine and Ofteen months’ Imprisonmont for one of
his feroclous nowspaper attaoks npon the King, and
suMering, altogother, over six years' confinoment (n
prison. This involantary lsok of opportunity to
toke part in the political ngltations of the day was
taken advastago of to resume his sclontific pursaita,
nnd daring his long Imprisonment he wrote several
eluborate solentific works, Hig prison sxpoeriencs
@lso aforded tho material for 6 work on Penitentiary
Roform, pablished in 1839, in two octavo volumeds.

His ecoentric gonius next turned his astention to
o species of medionl quackery, which was first de-
voloped ln 15940, wheo, on the btrial of Madaimo La-
farge for polsoning her huaband, he altempled to
offsot the teatimony of Orflla to the dotecWlon of
arsonle In the Intostines of the murdersd man, by
Rssorting that this proof amounted to nothing, as
arsenic was diffused through all bodick and could
even be deteoted (n the wood of tho chalr on which
the judge sat. This statement was supported In
detall In the Memoirea a Connclter, publishod by
the defense, and gavo rise to 4 great deal of contro-
versy. Hothon embraosd the thaory that diseaso (s
most frequently given rise to by the presence of
parasites, either externally or internally, and txed
himself upon csmphor as the surest genoral agent
for thelr destruction, Iie then set himsell up as s
vendor of camphor clgarettes, but afterwards aduln-
istered his favorite noatrum in other modes and in
connootion with othor remedies. Beveral works, ox.
planatory and srgumentstive, on this modioal sys-
tem, wera givon 1o the public by Raspall; he opened
an office, and tondered his gratuitous advice to the
slok ; and, sithongh several times prosecuted, and
even thrown into prison for the unsuthorized prac.
tloe of medicine, met with great sucoess and reaped
large pecuninry profita

When the revointlein of 1845 barst upon Parls,
Raspall was once more (n his element, and placed
himself at the head of the crowd whioh, on the
evening of Febroary 24 of that year, assem'ied at
the Hotel de Ville, and thera proolalmed th: repub-
Ha before the arrival of the provialonal govornment,
Ho ngain refused political preferment, and eata-
biished & radical dally journsl stylel thy A = udn
Prugla, with this hesding : —"God and fatherland;
full and complete liberty of thought; unilmited rali-
glous toderance ; universal suffrage.” The tide of
afulrs, however, did not please him, and he wiss one
of the leaders in the [nsarrcction of May 15,
1848, in sympathy with Poland. For this
he wos piaced under wnrrest, and confined until
April, 1640, at Vincennes, when hoe was givon o trial
and condemned to an imprisonment of fve yeara il
Douliens.” This harsh deoree of the authorities so
Increased his popularity with the people that
In September, 1849, he was olected a member of the
National Assembly from the Departmant of the
Selne, In Decamber following recelved 88,000 votes
84 A candidata for the Presidency of the Eepublic,
and while still a prisoncr was agaln elected a d spaty,
velng unable, of course, to dischargs the dusdos of
the position. On his release, in April, 1864, fcom
imprisonment, the empire was In full blast, and
Raspall could do nothing but leave the country. He
repuired to Bolefort-les-Drusseliea, a small village
near Bussoells, nod there for a long time do-
voted himself entirely to solentilo pursuits and the
publication of & perlodioal entitied Revue Comple-
wmentaire des Sedenoes A ppliquees,

Returning finally Lo Parls, without molestation on
the part of tho Government, Raspall |ast May an-.
nouncoed himselfl as 8 candidate for the Corps L 'gis-
latlf in the Fourth Yrenmscription of Parls, M.
Garnler-Pages, another radical, was also a candidate
in the same district, and the vote stood for Raspall,
14,960 ; for Garnier-Pages, 14,108; and for Levy, the
Government candidate, TML  Although lsoking the
necessary majority In Parls, Raspall was roturoed
for the First Clroumscription of the Rhone, Lyons,
and took his seat in the Legislative Body aa the most
irreconcliable of the irreconollables. When it was
finally announced that the Goveroment had post-
poned the meeting of the new Corps Legialatir
several weeks beyond the appointed time, the
wrreconcllables entertained for s time the project
o1 repalring te the place of assembling on Ooctober
26, 1568, the regular time for the opaning of the ses-
gion. This demonstration, howoever, was abandoned,
twenty of the leanding opposition members, about
the 20th of October, signing & manifesto In whiol
they avowed thelr determination to awalt tho actual
opening of the seasion, which would give them an
opportunity *'to call the Exeoutive to account for
this now insult to the mation.” The constituents of
Raspall had addressod him & letter dissuading him
from participating in the threatensd demonstration.
This docoment was a curions one. After exocesalve
Isudation of the veteran agitator, and the BXpros-
slonof the greatest reapeok for hia judgment, ‘o
which It left the entire decislon of the propriety of
persevering In his project,” tho address argaod that
it would be prudeut for the deputy from the Rhons
to mbstalry from taking part in o manifestation
which was, in tho oplulon of the sigobrs, a
mapceuvre agalnit the Demoormoy. The faot
that Raspall's pame was not sflixed (o
the document signed by the oppoaition led gll
Paris to beileve that he would, despite the appeal of
his constituents, proceed to the Chamber alone on
the 26th, and protest single-handed agamst the
tyrauny of the Government, The vetoran agitator,
however, falled to put in an appearance, and the Y0th
of October passod without unususl commotion,
When the Legislative Body foally met, Raspasil
Jolped handa with Rochefort, nod the
two from that time weore In  thorough ac-
cord, fguring a8 the Extreme Left In
the chamber. Home weeks ago he signalized his
Parllamentary eareer by prescnting & remarkable
biil which provided for the entire reorganization of
the Fronch Government, The last notable inoldent
in his atormy carest ccourred on January 1%, the day
of Victor Noir's funeral, when, coming down the
Champa Elysees in company with Rochefort, and
follewed by & great crowd chanting the ‘‘Marsell-
lalse,” a regiment of troops was thrown o thelr way
and they were forced to proceed to the chamber
without apy further demonsirations on tho part of
the people.

With the death of Raspall, a name that has long
sndd promipently igured in the aifairs of Franos will
disappear, and the Hod Repablioans will lose thalr
moat earnest and formidable leader, I8 career was
& charsoteristo one, but it did not prevent the soou-
mulation of & large fortune, which ennbled him to
live in great elogance snd (o the enjoyment of the
most refined amealtics of life. The day of his funeral
will bo » great day in Paris, and the four of distarh-
Anced 8 alresdy expressed, as delegations to
atlend it are expeocted from other oltiea
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THE MILD WINTER WEATHER.

This winter day,
So much like May,
And wo pause Lo say
That the rapid way
That the goods ge off from day Lo day,
s olearing out

Beyond a doubt
The whole big lot
Of the ciothes wo got,

That we got so due

For sixty-nine,
That wo sell g0 cheap,
Wo can hardly keep
Ang stock on hand
For folks undemtana
How low
We go
To suls folks All
Who try
To bay
AT GREAT BROWN HALIL.

GOOD, CHRAP,
CHREAP, CUBAP, FOR
ELEGANT CASH
RAIMENT, PAYMENT,

Winter Stock uearly gone, gone, gone!

FUROM THE

GREAT BROWN

ROCKHILL & WILSON,
608 and 605 CHESNUT Street,

PHI’LLDI L‘PHIA.
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CLOTHINC.

GOOD BUSINESS 8UITS

HALL

§14, were 818
§20

" "

OVERCOATS. ........
EVAN. l. LIAGH
No, 628 MARKET STR“T.
gsesmrp PHILADELPHIA,

SEWING MAQHINEI.
Tnlr. BEST HOLIDAY GIFT,

WHEELER & WILSON'S

RXAMINK IT BRFORR BUYINO 4 WY OTHER.
Sold on Lease Plan 810 Per Month,

PFPETERSON & CARFPENTER,
GENHRAL AGENTS,
No. 214 CHESNUT Strees,
Ssmwt PHILADBLYHIA.

EDUOCATIONAL.

Y. LAUDERBACH"'S
uu!umu.. SOLMNTIFIO, AND COMMEROIAL
No. 108 8, H Bureot
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THE FINI ARTS.

AMERICAN amm PERSONIFIED

““The Nine Mnaes,"

BY JOSEPH FAGNANI,
WILL BE OPENED FOR EXHIBITION

TO-MORROW (Thursday) MORNING,

AT

EARLES’ CALLERIES

AND

LOOKING GLASS WAREROOMS,
No. 816 OHESNUT STREET.
ADMITTANCE, TWENTY-FIVR GKNTS, "

C. F. HASELTINES

Galleries of the Arts,

No. 1125 OHESNUT STREET,

oo

LANDSCAPES
Miep) =~ HAVE ARRIVED,
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NEW PUBLIOATIONS,
I[SSUED THIS DAY,
THE FEBRUARY NUYMBER

LIPPINCOTTS MAGAZINE,
WITH FOUR FULLPAGE mnou
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118 with Now. 715 and 717 MARKET 8., Philada,

THE
American Sunday-School Union's

PERIODICALS,

Rev, Rignanp Newyoxn, D, D, Evrron,

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD,

for Sunday-Sohool
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