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THE CRISIS.
YHE MILITARY SITUATION.

Napoiesn Covcentratiug his Troops nt Metz -
The Prussinns Preparing to Heslege the
Fortress.
in the perilous position of affairs on the

trontier, not less than in Paris, the beginning of

the end is seen. The Prussians have occupled
orreguemines as well as Forbach, This place
i8 a town of about G000 inhabitants, on the left
bank of the Baar, which here just touches the
vorder line, nine miles south of Baarbruck, and
about fifteem wmiles W. N. W, of Bitche. The
accupation! s also unnounced of Hagenau, the

French fortress, sixteen miles north of Stras-

purg, at the point where the uncompleted rail-

road running vewards Bitche and Sarreguemines
branches off from the main line from Strasburg

20 Manheim. It was just north of Hagenau

that the battle of last Saturday hetween the

Crown Prince and Mershal MacMahon was

#oxht.
The Nlege of Strasburg.

A cable telegram from Carlsrahe announces
that 60,000 troops, mostly from SBouth Germany,
haye surrounded Strasburg, and the surrender
of that fortress is antieipated, as it s garrisoned
by bug 9000 men. The fortifications of Btras-
burg, however, are of » very formidable charac-
er, and strong enough to enable a comparatively
sranll force to hold an enemy at bay. The
works were greatly improved under the super-
vision of Vauban, and in later times, and fur-
ther improvements were in progress at the out-
preak of the war. The fortitied city ie of tri-
apgular form, enclosed by bastioned ramparts,
strengthened by numerous outworks, and en-
fered by seven gates. At its eastern extremity
is & strong pentagonal citadel, bulit by Vauban,
‘The eity stands upon level ground, and
is _pearly six wmiles In cirenit. Nume
gous outworks -and detached forts, large
apd small, fnished and wunflnished, add
t0 16 strength, and In connection with
the. citadel om the eastern side contribute
%0 much support to the main works as to render
the fortress almost equal to that of Metz. The
vasdloned wall is surrounded by a moat filled
with water, and by means of numerons sluices
the whole surrounding country may be over-
flowed. The delenses of the city, however, de~
pend greatly on these aqueons appliances, and
Pass than three weeks ago the water was so low
as to materially weaken thelr strength. BStras-
burg is situated on the river Ill, about a mile
from the west bank of the Rhine, and 250 miles
east by sonth from Paris. Iu has a population
of about ‘;.}.M.

The Prussiun Advance on Mulhnusen,

A rumor comes from London that the Pruz-
slans are in Mualbausen, but the report lacks
vonfirmation. Mulhausen, or Mulhouse, as the
Freneh eall it, is situated on the river 111, which
flows Into the Rhine at Strasburg,and Is 61 miles
B. B. W. of that placs, on the railroad runuing
from Btrasburg te Basle, in Bwitzerland. It is
about twelve mlles from the Baden frontler.
1t is divided into the old and new town,
the former of which I8 built on
an island In the river, and is reached
Ly four bridges. The new town, Lo the =outh-
east of the old town, extends from the right
bank of the Il to the Rhone and Rhiue Canal,
which has a capsclous basin at this point.
Mulbausen ranks as one of the most important
wwns of France. It was for mauy centuries
the capital of a small republic of the Swiss Con-
#ederation, but in 1798 it beeame incorporated
with France. The population In 1852 was about
50,000,

The Niege of Metr.

Advjces from Metz state that Marshal Bazalne,
whoee appointmént to the command in chief is
eonfirmed, bas 130,000 or 150,000 men under
him, including Frogsard's corps, at that place,
while MacMahon bas buy 50,000 at Saverne, on
tie railroad from Strasburg to Nancy, and that
Canrobert Is at the latier place witk 50,000
more. Another despatch from Metz states that
the Prusslans are concentrating lo large force
in front of that cliy. This Indicates that they
arg about toattempt the slege of that strong-
hold, a formidable task which will tax their
powers to the utmost. It may be, however,
shat the objeet of the I'russian commanders Is
merely to éngage the attention of the Franch by
wirestening Meir, while wore serious wove-
mente are lo progrese at other polnts.

Metz, which is now the centre of the hopes of
France, Is gituated at the confluence of the
Moselle and the Seille, at the head of a branch
of the railway from Paris to Strasburg, 170
miles east of the former, It has a population
at present of about 65,000, and is one of the
strongest fortresses on the continent, Work on
its defenees has nol censed sinee it pateed under
French dominion, in 1552, and so elaborate and
formidable have they been rendered that an
army of at least 120,000, with an extraordinary
amount of war material, would be needed to
undertake its  siege. Of the forti-
fications of the gixteenth contury
there remain only the intrenchments of Guise,
the Serpenoise tower, the gate of the Germans,
and the tower IV'Enler. The gate of the Ger-
mans scems to have been preserved to give an
idea of all those which formerly existed, and
which have been demolished as useless since
the adoption of the new system of fortifications,
They were but strong castles with four towers
surmounted with batteries, and having each a
castellan. There are noticenble on the walls of
the tower D'Enfer traces of Spanigh eannon
balls, and there Is shown thercin the dungeon
where, during six months, the monks were shut
‘up who plotted to deliver the place to the Im-
perlal troops. The approachesa to the town are
delended by two forts, six luneties; and one
earth-work. These two forts were built by
Cormontalgne, that of Belle-Crolx, with the
lunette of Cheneau, presents a development of
galleries of mines of about 10,000 metres,
crowns on the east the helghts from which one
can leap into the city. The minesare con-
nected with the arsenal, so that they can be
blown up in case the fort falls mto the haunds
of an enemy. The other, called Fort
Mozelle, or the “Double Crown,"
is  situated toward the north. Its
works, congisting of ditches and flanking forti-
fications, render it very dificnlt of attack by the
cannon of an enemy. The ditches are very
deep, and are filled up with bayonets, swords,
shells, grenades, ete., which are coverad with
the ground so carefully that the most practiced
eye is scarcely able to deteet them., All the
buildings outside the place are wooden frame-
work, 80 that they can be destroyed at a mo-
ment's warning., DBuoilt In 1737, the redoubt,
called the “‘Redoubt of Pate,” occupies the posi-
tion of the ancient Naumachie, and forms, when
they raise the waters of the Scille, an island,
which one approaches by a subterranean gal-
lery. Inecase of a siege, the waters of the Mo-
selle nnd the Eeille can Le raised sufliciently to
inundate the low ground to the south and south-
west of the town. The outworks once in the
poseession of an enemy, a formidable wall,
pierced by nine gates furnished with draw-
bridges, and surrounded by numerous bastions,
would be encountered. Metz prides itself upon
never having opened its gates to an enemy, and
the Prussians will be the first to enter it only
after a desperate struggle.

The Passes of the Vosges,

A despateh from Metz, dated August 8, even-
ing, states that the army was then concen-
trating tomareh to the Vosges Mountains for the
. defense of its passages. This purpose has
doubtless been changed by the appearance of a
Pruseian army in front of the city. The Vosges
Mountains run parallel with the Rhine, form-
ing an additional barrier for the French fron-
tier. They extend from the Jura Mountains
on the south, and, penetrating Belgium connect
on the northwest with the Ardennes. Thelr
average height 18 4000 feet, and general width
twenty-five miles, the summits Liing
covered with wvast  forests, Like the
mountaing of the Black Forest across
the Rhine, they are highest and broadest
in their southern part. All the practicable passes
bave been fortified according to their import-
ance. The most northern road Is commanded
by the fortress at Bitche, which in 1703 and
1815 withstood several spirited attempts on the
part of the Prussians to capture it. Reports of
the capture of this place by the Prussians have
been received, but they are too indefinite to be
relinble. As the Prussians hold both S8arregue-
mines and Forbach, a few miles on either side,
it ie not likely that it can be retained by the
French, even if it has not already been aban-
doned,

The great central passage through the Vosges
is by way of Baverne, twenty miles northwest
of Strasburg, where Marshal MacMahon has
concentrated the army put to ront by the Crown
Prince on the Tth at Woerth, Pfalzburg, a third
¢lnss fortification, about five miles north-
west of Saverne, guards this passage. It was
built by Vanban, apd, although not very strong
at present, successfully resisted all the assaunlts
made upon it inthe tremendous straggles against
the Allies in 1814-15,

Between Baverne and Belfort are only two
practicable passes—by way of 5t. Die, and by
way of Remiremont—and these are strongly
guarded by the fortresses in the plain, and by
Belfort, Theo latter stands in the middle of the
opening between the Jura and Vosges Moun-
taing, and I8 an lmportant junction for all kinds
of land communications, being in the direct
road between Basle and Paris. It has been
modernized aund strengthened, and is probably
quite equal to the demand upon it, considering
that the pass is 2o far sonth, and that Belfort ls
supported by several other forts along the
Doubs. Belfort is about one hundred miles B.
B. W. of Btrasburg, and almost directly west of
Basle.

The Peril of Parls.

The sltuation In the capital has been ren-
dered even more perilous by the excited scene
in the Corps Legislatif yesterday, which culmi-
pated In the resignation of the whole Ollivier
Ministry. The most strenuous exertions are
being made to place the city in a position to
resist the asgaults of thes enemy, if they should
break past the line of Metz and Nancy.

The fortifications are belng strengthened by
33,000 workmen, assisted by 20,000 sailors from
the fleet. The entire work 1s In charge of In-
spector-General Alpland, at whose disposal, if
we may believe the Paris telegrams, the moat
copelderable contractors of the city have placed
“‘their fortupes, their personal service, their
material, and thelr experience.” As an indica-
tion of the temper of the people of the capltal,
the ehouts of “*Un to the frontier!" which greeted
the regular troops yestesday at the assembling of
the Corps Legislatlf are notlceable. Baut there
is no doubt that Paris, at the present moment,
is not less inlmical to the Napoloonie regime
than it was at the last elections, apd that the
greatest danger to be apprehended by the Gov-
ernment 18 from the disaffected popula-
tion in whose hands arms are uwow
| beiog placed for the defense of the country.

Frenchmen have queer notions of patriotism,
and are not backward about putting them in
force when they have the chance,

In this connection the following extracts from
a letter from a Parls correspondent, writing in
the last days of July, are important: —

‘1 am rellably informed that the fortifioations of
Paris are 1o be placed In a state of defense with the
utmost despatch. Most of your readers have seen
them. You know that Parls is surrounded first by a
chaln of detached forts, and next by a continuons
series of bastions with ditch and giacis, Some of
the forts are already in a state of defense, but the
encionts continue |8 not, What has to be done s this:
the parapet has to be protected by gablons and [aso-
ines; embrasures have to be cut, platforms con-
structed, and ordnance mounted. Marshal Niel
wanted to have this done 1o 1867, but he was over-
raled. Next the diteh, which Is interrupted by the
road at every gate of the city, has to be cut
BOTOS8 it; draw-bridges will have to
be provided, and probably a tambour,
i ¢, B Kind of fleld-work, bullt 1a front, The an-
nouncement that this was to be done forthwith has
caused no small excitement. It 8, however, no
harm that the Parislans should be made to know
that there are realities in war beyond meore shout.
ing on the Boulevards, The Natlonal Guard will
have to take 1t8 turn of duty on the fortitlcations,
be put through the drill, eto, The worksare to be
carried on, 1 belleve 1 have already told you, under
the superintendence of General Count de Chabauad
Latour, of the Epgincers, The arming of the fortin-
cations will be a gigantic undertaking, 1 cannot
Imagine its being done under a year's time. The
cnciente eontinue jald out in a stralght Jine wonld be
elghteen miles in length.”

THE POLITICAL SITUATION,

The Crisls In the Corps Leglslntif-Heslgna~
tlon of the Ollivier Minlstry -Count Palikoe,
the New Premier.

Yesterday afternoon the Corps Legislatif and
the Senate were reassembled, by command of
the Empress Regent. In the former body
everything was ready for an explosion, and M,
Ollivier gave the signal for it by stating that the
Government had walted to call the deputies
together “‘until the situalion was compromised,”

YThis is too audacious,” exclaimed M. Jules
Favre on the instant, nnd afier a scene of ter-
rible coufnsion and sharp recriminations, M,
Ollivier endeavored to make a stand by op-
posing the demaud for the order of the day,
which was adopted In spite of hls opposition;
whereupon, after a short consultation, the re-
gignation of the ministry was announced, and
its acceptance by the Empress Regent.

In making this announcement, and pledeing
thefj support ef the old ministry to the new
one and the country, M, Ollivier stated that
the Count de Palikno had been charged by the
Empress Regent with the formation of a new
ministry. No further business was transacted
in either Chamber after the resignation of
Ollivier and his collengues was announced, and
the probable course of the new Premier is yet a
matter of doubt,

We append a sketch of

Count de Pallkine, the New Premler.

Bis full name {8 Chas, Gollaume Marie Cousin da
Montaukan, Count dePallkao, and he was born on
tie 24th of June, 1796. He was employed at an
early age in Algiers, and distinguished himsell there
08 a cavalry oficer, On SBeptember 4, 1836, he was
made chief of a gquadron of horse; on the 7th May,
1843, llentenant-colonel ; and on 24 of Augnst, 1549,
colopel of the 2d Chasseurs. He bacame general of
brigade on the 218t of September, 1851, and conm-
manded the divislon of Tiemcen; general of
division after %9s5th September, 138% he come-
manded the Digsion of Constantine, Recalled
to France he was put at the head of the 21st Military
Division during the siege of Limoges, The
year 1500 was marked in the Hfe of General Cousin-
Montauban by one of the most extraordinary events
of modern history. Invested with the chlef com-
mand of the French expedition into Ching, he had
the honor of accomplisting that almoest fabulooas
invasion whith brought the armus and bauners of
the French and English even to the capital of this
vast and adlstant emplire, The capture of the forts
of Tokou at the mouth of the Peiho on the 20th of
August, the great victory of Pallkao over General
Sang-ko-hio-sin, on the 21st of September, the de-
struction of the royal palace, the entry into Pekin on
the 12th of October, forced the Chinese to
accept the treaties lmposed by she allies, and
assured, at least temporarlly, the respect of
European Interests in the extreme East, The
General left there at the end of the same year
and returned by way of Japan, many of whose prin.
cipal citles he visited, and re-entered France in the
month of July, 1861, In recompense for these great
successes, the Emperor had already elevated him to
the diguity of the grand cross of the Leglon of
Honor on the 26th of Decemigr, 1880, and had,
made him Senator on the 4th of March, 1861,
On the 224 of January, 1862, he conferred on
him the title of Count de Pallkao, and sabmitted
to the Corps Legislauf a project of pensions
ing him, which excited a lively opposition there,
The General demanded (8 withdrawal; the
Emperor opposed this, and the project was accepted
by the Chamber with & modiication. On the 224 of
June, 1565, he was made, in place of Marshal Can-
robert, who was called to Paris, commander of the
4th Army Corps, of which the headquarters are at
Lyons, and or the Sth Military Division. He was
made commander of the Legion of Honor on the
234 December, 1845, and Grand OMcer 25th Decems
ber, 1859, In 1860, when he was given the grand
crogs, he could count forty-two years of effective
mervice, twenty-eight campaigns, and one wound,

At the outbreak of the present war it was ramored
that Count Palikao was to be put in command of the
24 Ay Corps, but this command was sulse-
quently given tw the unfortunate Frossard, and the
new Premier has not thus far fdgured prominently in
the contest,

———

WAR NEWS BY MAIL

GERMANY.

The Birength of King Willlam's Army—Yhe
wouth Gerwnn Forces,

The Frankfort Zeitung, in an elaborate article
on the military forces of the North German
Confederation, says:

The North German Confederation comprises
24 States, including Hesse, the northern part of
which alone belongs to the Confederation.
Prussia has military conventions with the King-
domn of Baxony, with several Thuringlan Biates,
with Hesse, Mecklenb Behwerin, and Streliiz
with Oldevhurg, &e., whereby the armies of sll
these Btates are closely bound up by the Prus-
elan forees.

The forees of the North German Confedera-
tion are us follows :

FIELD ARMY (FELD-ARMEE).

394,510 men.

Cavalry 54,588 men.

Artillery . 1,212 pleces.
RESERVE (ERBATZTRUFPEN),

, 2 et 145,944 men.
CORTOIRT o= v.v0r0nonins srasseasnsees 15,991 men.
Artillery e gl 234 pleces.

GARRISON TROOPS (BESATZUNSTRUPFEN),

Infantry

ORI e o X v anina e ilie e

Even were we Lo deduct many thousands from
these figures, which may seem to many readoers
b'ﬂ , but which, nevertheless, are based on ofil-
einl returns, we should still have a total whlch
considerably exceeds the strength of the Freach
wmy. Ino the above computation are pot

reckoned the armles of the allied Bouth German
States, which now follow:—

BAVARIA,
16 regiments of infantry, of & battallons ench,
10 battalions of chasseurs,
10 regiments of cavalry,

2 brigades of artillery,
which gives 00,084 men in field troops, 25,757
men reserve, and ?J.ftl-tggrrlaon troops—making
in all 117,435 men and 240 guns,

WURTEMBERG.

8 regiments infaniry, of 2 battalions each,

2 battalions of chasseurs,

4 regiments of cavalry,

2 regiments of artillery,

which give, in field troops, 22,070 men: reserve,
6540; garrison troops, 0G4 —making in all
34,680 men and 66 guns.

BADEN,

t regiments infantry, of 3 battalions each.

# regiments cavalry,

3 field divisions of artillery,
giving 16,050 field troops, 5905 reserve, and
UB40 garrison troops, making in all 30,291 men
and ¢4 guns.

Thus the avxiliary troops which the three
Routh German States would bring to the aid of
the North German Confederation amount to the
respectable fignre of 169,802 men and 370 cuns,

hese numbers exactly correspond to those
given in an article on the conflicting powers,
published in the May number of the Resue Mili-
taire Francaise, The computation in question
must therefore have been made In April, in
manifest antlclpation of war, Another proof
this, that on the other side of the Rhine they
have long been looking forward to this eonfiict.

It was a great mistake of the Austrians in 1850
to underrate the strength of their opponent, an
error smartly alluded 1o inthe opening sentence
of a pamphblet published in 1860:—*'The late war
of Aunstria in Italy betrayed the insufliciency of
the Austrian army In every particular, except
in the numbers as they appeared on paper.”

We have no wish to fall into any such error.
We have, therefore, rigerously examined the
statistical returns on which the above figures are
based, and can guarantee them to be generally
accurate, Inthe year 1866, 413,500 Prussians
crogged the frontier, while 193,000 men remained
at home. What Prussia—at that time compara-
r.ivelf small—was then able to do in the way of
sending men into the fleld, the North Germon
Confederation will, of a surety, be able to do
now. For our own part, we have vo doubt that
France cannot command 400,000 fighting men.
Even the Revue Milifaire Francaise, in the
above article, limits the French fleld army to
300,000 men. IHere we have a welghty argument
in favor of the ultimate victory of Germany.

The Neue Freie Presse, taking for granted
that the chief object of the French is to make a
division between North and South Germany,
maintains that It is the intention of the enemy
to push into the distriet of the Lower Maine,
It asserts that the distriet belonging to Hesse-
Darmstadt, on both gides of the Khine, has been
chosen as the scene of the principal offensive
operations of France, and Frankfort is sald to
have been chesen by preference—Mayence being
outflanked—as the chief seat of occupation.
“The French know,” says the writer, “‘that
Frankfort, the keystone of the Prussian military
rallway-transport system, will be the first place
to be defended by Prussia. Frankfort is from
nineteen to twenty miles (¢ German miles) dis-
tant from the Fremch frontier, whencz the
threat, constantly repeated by French officers,
of taking posgeseion of the seat of the (uondam
German Federal Government with 150,000 men
is, unfortunately, not to be classed among the
impossibilities.

The Pretenslons of Prussia.
The Paris correspondent of the New York
Times, writing on July 27, says:—-

An extract of a correspondence apparently
gemi-oflicial in its origin, from Berlir, to the
(fazette d' Augshourg, will glyg some ideas of the
pretensions of Bismarck and William IV, in case
of the victory of their arms.

“France not having as yet made known the limits
of it8 pretensions, it does not beécome us to make
Enown, juat yet, what will be the exactlons of Ger-
many ; what 13 certain |8 that the question of nation-
alities will not be resolved until the French have
been driven beyond the Vosges, The hour 18 not less
Rolemn than when, In 456 and 496, after the battles
of Boissons and_Toibiae, Clovis destroyed on one
glde the Roman dominiops in Ganl, and on the other
brought into subjection the Alamans of the Rhenlsh
I'alatinate, Since this epoch, few combats have
been of S0 great moment either in France or in Ger-
many. It Istrue that Leipsic decided the fate of
the Emperor of the French who considered himselr
the successor of Charlemagne, but the question, in-
asmuch as 1t concerns the two people, remalined un-
resolved, for France, vanqguished, retained her fron-
tiers more extended than in 1795, and this, without
protestation on the part of Austria, The imnr for
re=olving this question has struck,”

FRANCE,

——

Napeoleon’s Army, and How It Is Formed.

Previous to the great Revolution of 1789,
which shook the foundations of nearly all time-
honored and long-established institutions, the
standin% armies of France were formed by
levies, but the extensive and murderous wars
which followed this eventful catastrophe having
goon absorbed all that could be made avallable
to fill the ranks of the regiments, levying was
abandoned and conscription resoried to. This
system bhas since prevailed up to the present

aay. .

'}he present French army is most decldedly a
creation of Napoleon 111,  He understood best
how to avall himself of the opinions of the most
eminent military men of his own nation, and,
far from despleing or undervaluing the ldeas
which had orlginated reforms in other coun-
tries, his quick perception could not fail to con-
vince bim that, while the French army had
formerly been looked npon as superior to all in
armament, effective strength, and adaptability
for great and lusting contests, a formidable rival
had =prung into existence during the lasy five
YEars, bidding fair o distance all others in modern
military lmprovements and army erganization.
Up to the wyear 1B0US, the active army was
the only available force in France, and while it
furnished all the troops necessary for field ope-
rations in e of war, it likewise defended the
frontler, garrisoned the lortresses, and disci-
plined recrnits. In this manner, the numerical
strength of the standing army, while not at all
too great in itself, became caortalled to s very
alarming degree, as was only Loo clearly shown
during the Iialian campaign of 1858, The
ageregate of the troops sent across the Alps to
batle sgalvst Austria did not comprise maore
than one-fourth of the standing army, yet so

reat was the requisition for varions purposes
that the formation of an imposing division to
check the suspected movements of Prussia and
of the German Confederation was only effected
through the greatest exertions and under enor-
mous difllenlties,

In order 1o provide against the recurrence of
such & contingency, the formation of the Na-
tional Garde .Iuh{le. on the plan of the Prus-
slan Landwebr, wns decided upon. They have
to perform the entire military duty required in
tbe interlor of the country during the war, s0 as
to leave the whole of tbke active army avallable
for the battle-fleld. The French military force
is in three distinet parts—the active army, the
reserve, and the National Garde Mobile,

Every able-bodled adult s liable to service in
the active army unless he can procure a substi-
tute. The nomber of recruits for the army
varies mordlnﬁ 0 momentary sequirements.
During 1868 apd 1860 100,000 men were drawn
each vear, while for 1870 the Minister of War
only demanded 90,000 men. The number of
g&m: men comlmi of age wmounts to about

000 anunally, of whom 16,000 may be con-
sidered At tor service. They draw lots Lo declde
who bas to enter the active army, while the re-
mainder are assl to service in the Natlonal
Goards,  #rom the 100 000 recraits nsually desie-
pated for active service we must dedoct: HW
wen for the pavy. 16,000 wen who either bave

|

volunteered before getting of age or who are

exempt by M:Foel-.l w, and 20, men who
procure substitutes, and while not liable to enter
the active army, have still to serve in the Na-
tional Garde Moblle, making a total of 4000
men, which leaves only 56,000 men of the entire
annual conscription to be disposed of for the
armg proper.

These 56,000 men are again divided into two
classes. The first claas, comprising about 43,000
men, have to serve five years in the active army,
after which they are assigned for service in the
reserve for four years. The second class, of
about 13,000 men, have to undergo annually five
months’ military training duriok the first five
vears, and may be called upon to serve in the re-
gular army, and also have to serve the remain-
ing four years in the reserve,

The Two Lireat French Ironsclada,

The Cherbourg correspondent of the London
Daily News writes as follows on July 25:—

The Rochambean is the famous Dunderberg,
which was purchased from the United States
two years ago, at the same time as the Onon-
daga, which Pruesia was also anxious to have,
Everybody recollects that singular vessel, which
consists merely of a floating turret, and i& so
constructed that projectiles conld not strike it at
right angles. Although the Rochiambeau is infe-
rior to some other plated vessels in the thicknesa
of its plates, this is compensated for by the
weight of its armament, whm has been entirely
replaced, and now consists of 15 guns of 24 and
37 centimetres, carrying to o distaunce of 4000
metres balls charged with 216 kilogrammes of
powder. This vessel carries the most fermidable
armament of the squadron.

The Taureau, which is a ram, has but one gun
inits turret. Thisis 24 centimetres, and takes
24 kilogrammes of powder. It discharges three
different kinds of balls of different shapes—some
solid and flat, some solid and pointed, and others
pointed and explosive. The attack is made with
the first of these projectiles, in order to shatter
the plates of the enemy's vessel, and that the
second deecription of projectile may the more
easily penetrate. This strange vessel has two
engines of 240-horse power and two screws, in
order that it may be turned rapidly, and also
powerful pumping machinery.

HOHENZOLLERN,

e ——

Von Werther's Interview witk the Duke de
Groment—The Ontrageous Demands of
France—Napoleon Would Never linve Per-
mitted the Enthronemont of Prince Leopold.
Among the documents the publication of

which has been called forth by the North Ger-

man Diet, is an interesting despatch from Baron
von Werther, giving an account of his interviaw
with the Duke de Gramont and Ollivier, when

he arrived in Paris after leaving Fms. It s

dated the 12th of July, and is as follows;—

“Our interview was chiedy In reference o the
(ll‘-il]t raised by Count Bepedetti that your Royal
Majesty, through the authorization given to the
Hohenzollern candldateship for the throne, without
havipg previously in any way informed the ITmperial
French Government, was not aware of having in-
Jjured France, He asked me if that was really the
case, 1 then explained to him that your Royal
Majesty as a4 matter of form counld not refuse this
authorization after the Frince of Hohenzollern had
felt himself called to sccept the throne offered to
bim, and that your Royal .\la.it-st.y cunld by no means
believe, on account of the relationship of the Prince
to the Emperor, that this candidateahlp would
cause offense to be taken in France. The Duke
de Gramont hereapon elted the example of
the Duke de Nemonrs for the Belgian throne and
Prince Alfred for the Grecian throne,where such an
authorization was refused. 1 contested the analogy
with the present fage, Duke de Gramont then de-
clared that |v greatly concerned France, as the next
neighbvor of Bpain, to take a great interest in the
accession to the throwe of that country. The
gecrecy thut was observed In the Honenzollern ne-
gotiations could orly give oifense here, and 8o monch
the more as the Imperial Court in all political gunes-
tions had always shown the greatest regard for onr
Government. This proceeding had F““ great
offense throughout France, and Tfound ex-
pression in the Chamber, which, he regretted to
say, was united In  making the question
more diflenlt. The Duke de Gramont added that he
regarded the reanuciaticn of the Spanish throne by
the Prince of Hohenzoliern as ¢ secondary considsrdg-
tion, for the Brench Government would never have per-
mitted his ocoupation of the throne; but he feared that
& permanent disagreement between the two coan.
tries would take piace on gocount of our procesd-
ing. The germ must be rooted out, and he regarded
it from the point of view that we in our proe
ceeding had  observed no friendly  coarse
towards France, as was acknowledged, as lhe
knew, by all the great powera, lle would can-
didly say he wished no war, but friendly and
ool relutions with Prossia, am'l he knew of me that

was working to the same end ; we must, therefore,
consider together whether there were no means to
exercise a pacifying infuence, and he proposcd for
my consideration whether a letter from the Eing to
the Emperor was not the proper way ont. He thereby
appealed to the chivalrons heart of your Royad

Majesty, which would undoubtedly make the righs

inspiration.

“Thereby conld only be =all that your Royal
Majesty, after having authorized Prinoce Leopold of
Hohenzollern to accept the throne of Spaln, could
pot have thought of approaching too near to the
Interests or dignity of the French pation; the King
might unite in the renunciation of the Prince of
Hohenzollern, and with the wish and in the hope
that every ground of dissenglon hetween onyr two
governments wonld thereby disappear. Suach and
similar words, which in general, through pablicity,
would tend to appeass the popular disposition,
might be contained in thi= letter; still he would pre.
viously request that nothing should be said about the
relationship with the BEmperor., This argument wad
peculiarly ofeiwive,

“ emurked to the Duke de Gramont that such s
step would be rendered much more difficult by his
declaration given in the Chamber of Deputies on the
ith inat. ; there were insinuations there that might
have been deeply Insulting to your Royal Majeaty.
He wanted to contest that, sald that Prossin was
not named at all, and that his speech was at that
time absolutely necessary 1o quiet the exclted
Chamber. In the meantime the Minister of Justice,
M, Ollivier, came to our conferance, which the Duke
Jde Gramont brought to his knowledge, M, Olhivier
was  earnest In recommending the healing
and, In the [nterest of peace, Nevessary
infuenee, and begged me to axpress mysell in-

stantly in favor of Such & letter to your Koyal Mae !

jesty. Both sald that, if 1 did not think § conld an-

dertake it, they would conslder themselves ovliged |

1o intrust this question o Jount Benedetth, While
both of them saying that for thelr Ministerial
tion they required such a compromise to guliet the
excited minds, they added that such a letter wonld
authorize them toappear as defenders of yonr Hoyal
Majesty In case alfacks were not dizcontipned,
Both remarked to me, in conelusion, that they couald
not coneeal from me that our proceeding o the Ho-
hnengollern-Spanish afair has exclted the Fremch
nation much more thas it has occupled the Em-
ror,

I'e"ln our conversation the Duke de Gramont
dropped the remark that he believed that the Prince
of Hohenzollern rencunced at the instance of your
Royal Hajeat]y: but I contested this, and designated
the rennuciation as certainly resting upon the initla-
tive of the Prince of Hohenzollern himself, The two
ministers, in thelr great nrgency, wished that 1
would make the case kpown by telegraph; but!
found this unnecessary.’

To this despatch Count Bismarck intimated to
Baron von Werther that he was very much as-
tonished that he could ever (uietly listen to such
a proposition of a Jetter of apology from the
King to the Emperor, and that if the Freoch
Government had suech communications to make,
they should be left to make them in writing w
be transmitted to Berlin, As they saw that
nothing more was to be accomplished iu this
way, they sent instructions to Benedettl, who at
Fms proposed them to the King with the resuli
already known.

BELGIUM,

S ——.—

A Belaglan mmg;-‘liu Armament of

The Brussels correspondent of the Pall Mall
Gazelle, wﬂﬂuﬁn the 26th of July, says: —The
armaments of Antwerp are all but completed,
The Grand Duke W ir, son of the Emperor
of Russis, is bere at present. In spile ol the
war and a general election, the Brussels kermess
is progressing. Yesterday wo had great fun as
the eavalcade went out for the firsi time. It
Was nmpeahblynlud.lmm to eee the big figures
Janucken apd Micke, moved by mes hidden

Ol !

underneath, dancing before the cayalcade and
looking In at the first floor windows. The
popular enthuslasm and perspiration were
tremendons. Al Belgian  celebrities, past
and present, were represented In the cavnleade,
from Lambert Balderie, Count of Louvain,
and his wife Ode, who made Brussels a city
in 1046, downlto the Prince de Ligne. The
eight groups of which the cavaleade conslsted
were:—1. The town of Brussels, represented by
a Jouug girl on a car, surrounded by the Indus-
tries and arte; 2. Brussels In 1046; 8. The Alli-
ance of the Town of Brabant in 1373; 4. Belgium
under the House of Burgundy; 5. In spite of the
Due de Gramont, Charles V, with all his Princes
and Princesses, and all the nations of Belgium,
as In his times the trades ?‘le the different town-
ships were called; 6. The Belglan nobility of the
eixteenth century, with, of course, Egmont and
Horn: 7. The renalssance of industry and ares:
and 8. Modern Belgium represented by a bust of
the King, surrounded by representations of the
four constitutional liberties. A number of bands
and choral socleties, each playing and singioe
tunes of its own, accompanied the cavaleade,
The Defenscs of Antwerp,

A correspondent of La Palrie, writing from
Antwerp, gives his opinion of the value of that
great stronghold of national independence, First
noticing the disposition of the inhabitants, which
he deseribes as being very friendly and sympa-
thetie towards France, which i ever remembered
as the chief agent in the creation of the Belglan
Kingdom, the correspondent adverts) to the
fortiflcations which have been lately completed.

the immense northern citadel, constrocted
gince 1850, and intended to receive an army of
40,000 men, he slmplly aavs it Is now aninhabit-
able. The actlon of the tide of the Schelds
upon the sandy soll upon which the
citidal 1s formed I8 yuinous to the works, and
even when a tolerable dry position is for a time
obtained it is only by the constant action of
pumping machines, This northern citadel has,
therefore, snys the correspondent, been judged
te be uscless, and Antwerp is assallable from
the Polders. That fact is so far recognized that
efforts are now directed to the arming of the
aputhern eitade), created by the Duke of Alba
in 1578, and which is now teeming with troops.
The whole of the works surrounding Antwerp
are ill-congtructed, and, notwithstanding thelr
apparent excellent workmanghip, the writer has
no doubt that In less than ten years time they
will all erumble away, and if before then they
ghonld be exposed to the fire of modern artillery
they would be immedintely destroyed.

WAR MISCELLANY,

The Twe Contending Natlons.

The conflict between France and Prussia
mnkes it interesting to compare the relative re-
sources of the two conntries, France is con-
siderably larger than the Confederation, not
only in territory but in population, for the lasc
cen=us gave the numbers s 88,000,000 French-
men agalnst 26,000,000 Prussians, In France,
however, the normal rate of increase in popula-
tion is very slow, 160 yearse being the time oce
cupled in doubling the number, while Prussia
takes but forty-two years. In financial mat-
ters ithe advantage is on the side of Prussia,
whoge  budget has never been  very
heavy. ‘The iocidence of taxatlon in
Prussia may be put down as about one
pound a head, while In France it is nearly two
pounds. The national debt of Prussia is baaecly
two  pounds a head, while France has to pay
interest on fifteen pounds a head. In one case
the interest is £2,000,000; in the other itis no
less than £24,000,000. France excels Prussia in
her economic position. The commerce of France
is greater than than that of Prussin, and it has
been computed that while the annoal income of
each Prussian is £22 per head, that of the
Frenchmaun is £27. Prussia, hewever, is In ad-
vance of Franee, and In fact of all the European
States, aa far as edueation 18 concerned.

Ruseln’s Endeavors te Avert the War.

The official journal of Petersburg of the 24th
ult. contning the following:—""The Imperial
Russian Government has made all possible en-
denvors to avert the outbreak of war. Unfor-
tunately the rapldity with which the warlike
resolutions were taken rendered our efforts for
the maintenance of peace abortive. The Em-
peror is resolved to observe neutrality so long®
a8 Russias interests are not affected by the
eventumlities of the campaign. The Russian
Government undertakes to support every
endeavor to cireumseribe the ukeral.lons and
diminigh the duration of the war.

The French Buylng Horees In Irelnund.

The London Daily News of July 24 says:—A
large number of very fine amd hardy horses are
dully reaching Liverpool from several ef the
Irish ports, and from their excellent condition
as regarda bone, sinew, and wind, it is quite evi~
dent that the French horse-buyers in Iraland
are not bad judges of animals suitable for hard
work. A good number look as if they were in~
tended for the artillery service; but the majority,
among which were a few splendid high-bred
horses, are no doubt required for cavalry pur-
poses. The ple in charge of the horses were
somewhat “‘doubtfnl" as to which portthe horses
would embark for France. A Bouthampton
degpateh says a large mumber of horses have lafu
the docks there for French ports.

Disnffection In Anstria,

To appeals made by Viennese journals to the
Bobemians to forget their rancor, and in the
presens emergency to remember only that they
are Austrians, the Uzech papers return a very
cool reply. The Pokrok, for instance, asks [
“the dog is to kiss the stick ghat beat it?" and
the Narodnt declares that the “Czechs remem-
ber what Austria has done forthem, and will act
aceordipgly.” At such times as these smothered
animositics blaze ont with a vangeance.

FEMALE CLERKS EXCITED,

i
How Napoleon Died in :llm Treasnry Depare-
ment.

The commaotion in the Treasury Department
to-day was Indescribable when jt was breezed
through the buflding that the Becretary had re-
ceived a dué{mu:h from Now Vork that Napoleon
woe dead, It flew llke wildfire, Not the toriu-
ous passages nor the winding stalrways were a
barrier to its progress. Not even were the
peremptory rules, posted here and there on the
walls, powerful enongh to forbid the rush to and
fro of those who were more greedy than others
to communicate the news, The men talked phi-
losophically about it. One said:—''Well, he i3
old enough to dle anyhow !” Another sald:—
“What wonld Eugenie do:" And one more
jovial than all wondered *4f it would increase
bis pay apy.” Down the hall you could
bear, *#0 much for foollng with guns
that shoot bLeer  kegs." But when
the females got hold of i, of course
it was good-bye secrecy. Talk about Prince
Arthur's walk through the Treasury; it wasn't
a eirenmstance. Never did the girls slap thosa
tantalizing vells over their heads with sueh
busty eagerness to tell another "mmal.hlng
between you and me.” Neither ‘*Prince Arthor's
visit" nor “Morse's crawling to Georgetown”
beat them to quarters so qule l(y. They walked
the passages and talked as it it were a boliday
or a lunck time, and, if the latter, were
well supplied. One said, “Oh! did hear [tr”
“Yes Indeed, Isn't It awful?” *“He died of—"
“Oh bush! aint rou ashamed?”’ “I'm -0 sorry
for Eugenle.” *‘Oh! w! she'll get
snoiber man,”’ ‘*‘Amd the little Prince 1,
“I wish he'd come over here.” ‘‘Yes, he must
be a dear litle fellow:” “Just to his
mother will bave to depeud on him [nrlnppoﬂ."
“Why, he'll be Emperor of France.” *‘How
can be if they “Well, if he comes
here be can stay at the White House,” “Then
be can come over to the Trassury mﬂm.
ean't be " “Yea, ™ sald a little oae with t
eurley halr, “hut what does he amount to, four-
teen years oldi"— Washington Star, las! egen~
ing.
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