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liothermel’'s Paluting of “‘Fhe Paitle of Geot.
tyshara.

The great three days’ confliot that was
waged at Getltysburg was the culmination ef
$he war for the preservation of the Union,
and it practioally decided the fate of the Re-
tellion. From the time that the baflled and
broken army of L.ee commenoed ite retreat fo
the Petomao the fortunes of the Honthern
Oonfeleracy declined, and the total collapse
that oconrred when Lee surrendered at Appo-
matbox was only a question of time, The
battle of Gettyshurg was a splendid display of
valor on both sides. The Rebels were deler-
mined if possible to make Pennsylvania the
battle-field instead of Virginia, and to obiain
porsession of the rich citiea of Philadelphia
and New York. The rank aund file, ns well
as the leaders, knew what a rich prize was
at stake, and with the remembrances of im-
poverished and war-trodden Virginia in their
minds, and the almost unlimited wealth of
Pennsylvania and New York before them,
they met the Uunion army at Gettysburg with
a determination to stake everything upon
the issaes of the battle, The consequences
of o victory for the Rebels were fully sppre-
sisted by the Union srmy and its leaders,
and they were inspired to make a mighty
effort to make this invasion of loyal Penn-
sylvania the last, and to strike a blow that
wouid bave a decisive effeot in delermining
#he fortunes of the war. For three long July
days the battle raged, and then the broken
fragments of Lee's army flad towards
the Potomao, leaving the field strewn
with the wounded, dead, and dying who had
fallen in the furious charges made upon the
Union ranks. From first to last this was one
of the most fiercely contested combats of the
wa?, and it is no dispuragement to the offi-
eers in command to sy that the victory was
sehieved even more by the hard fighting of
$he men in the ranks than by good general-
ship.

It was eminentily proper that the Legisla-
ture of the Btate within whose borders such a
battle a8 that of Gettysburg was fought
thould desire to possess a memorial of it in
the shape of & great historical picture, that
upon s single canvas wonld epitomise the
eonflict and hand down to future generations
the eounterfeit presentments of the officers
and men who specially distingnished them-
sclves, By a forlunate coincidence, the only
American painter who was capable of doing
full justice to such a subject was also a Penn-
sylvanian, and there wns a general feeling of
econgratulation when the commission for the
pieture was given to Mr. Peter F. Rothermel
of this eity.

Mr. Rothermel is th¢ American ocolorist,
and in his eolering, as in the other characteris-
$ies of his style, he is original and distine-
tively American. None of the European
eolor masters can _ppproach hih in the peag.
liar qualities t giverlis piotures their
greatest value, and there are few if any artists
on either side of the Atlantic who are in other
respects as highly qualified to appropriately
treat smch asubject aa **T'he Battle of Getlys-
burg.” It was afortunate chanoce that gave
Mr, Rothermel snch a theme for his magnus
epus, and he has produced a picture that is
an admirable ropresentation of the great
battle it commmemorates, that is not only a
eredit to American art, butis without exagge-
ration the greatest pictorial work of art ever
edecuted on this side of the Atlantie, and
that does honor to the State of Pennsylvania
that ordered it as well as to the artist who
produeed it.

The commission for this picture was given
to Mr. Rothermel four years ago, the price
being fixed at $25,000, This sum, large as
it is, % small when the time, talent, and labor
meoersarily expended upon the work are taken
into cpneideration. His aocceptance of the
eommission required Mr., Rothermel to de-
eline all other eommissions, and for nearly a
year he was busily employed in studying out
his subject und in deciding what particular
points in the battle should be represented,
He made repeated visits to the battle-field
and carefully studied the ground, taking nu-
merous sketches, and consulting with the
prominent officers who had participated in
the combat and all others who counid give him
advice and information.

The main dificulty was to choose the par-
ticular point of view that was most advan.
tageous for piotorial effect, and the particular
point in the battle that would epitomise it
most effectually and at the same time admit
of the best treatment from an artistic point
of view, 'There were certain things that
must be represented add ceriain persons to
be imtroduced without whose presence any
picture of the Battle of Gettysburg would of
mecessity be incomplete, It was found to be
impossible to reconcile all the eonflicting
elements with literal accuracy, and the artist
was obliged to some extent to fall back upon
the license of bis art, and while making his
somposition a8 literal as possible a repre.
sentation of a particulay episode st the same
time to include in it features that wouald
make it a record of the battle as a whole,
The restrictions imposed upon Mr, Rothermel
bave somewhat impaired the excellenoce of his
picture a8 s were composition, but its defl-
giencies in this respect are not very marked,
and they are more than counterbalanced by
the additional historical interest given to the
work.

The immediate subject of the pieture ia
the last desperate oharge made by PicRett's
division of the Rebel army upon the left
eentre of the Union line under the command
of General Hanoock. In the eentre of the
picture is the stone femoe across which some

of the most desperete fighting of the battle |

took place. The most prominent figure, that
aliraots the eye of the apeotator immediately,

and coustitutos as §f weve the key-note to the

whole work, is a stalwarl Union sollier, |

| siripped of sost and sccoutrements and stand-

i eager haste to join in the fray.

ing one foot npon the wall and the other
upon a dead Kobel, benting back the enemy
with the butt of his musket. There is mag-
nificent aotion in this figure, which i in
itself a perronifieation of the valor of
#he rank and file of the Union army. To the
right the Hebels are marching up to the
mtome wall with fixed bayonets, and far be-
gond the well-defined fignres in the fore-
ground s mass of heads, tattered battle-flags,
and burnished arms are peen pressing on is
On the left
the Union soldiers are dashing forward to
meet the enemy, and the front ranks of the
eombatants meet over the stone wall, which
runs in a slightly diagonal direction towards
the left, nearly in the centre of the picture.
Along the line of the wall are seen the flash
of the muskets, the bristling of bayonets, the
clubbing of muskets, the fall of wounded and
slanghtered men, and all the innumerable in-
cidents of a fierce hand-to-hand conflict.

Mr. Rothermel has been criticized, un-
justly we think, for making the common
soldiers the heroes of his picture, and placing
the officers rather in the backgronnd, Get-
tysburg was emphatically a soldiers' battle,
and while ail honor and credit are due to the
officers who aided in winning the victory,
Mr. Rothermel's picture more truly repre-
sents the trune character of the battle, and
gains in historical valne as well as interest
by the aduption of this treatment,

General Meade was in another part of the
field at the time the particular incident
recorded by Mr. Rothermel oocurred, but
very properly he and a number of other dis-
tinguished officers are introduced on the ex-
treme left. In this group are a number of
portraits of officers who figured prominently
in the battle. General Mesde, his son
George, and Colonel Haslkell, of his staff, are
seen on horseback. General Hancoek,
severely wonnded, is near the ocentre of the
picture, and in the midst of the melee is seen
General Hant, Chief of Artillery, firing his
revolver. General  Web%, who  had
command of the Philsdelphia brigade,
is represented on foot. (Colonel Bains,
Adjutant to General Webb, General Gibbons,
Colonel Wesener, General Bingham, Colonel
Mitchell, General Hall, Colonel Devereaux,
Major Roberts, Celonel Mason, Colonel
Henser, and Captain McCnen are among the
most prominent of the Union offieers. On
the Hebel mde are portraits of General Armis-
tead and General Garnett. In addition to
the officers a nnmber of the other figures are
portraits of soldiers who participated in the
battle, aud the aim of the artist has been to
make the picture as literal as possible by in-
clnding all the portraits obtainable.

In the distance on each side the battle is
seen flercely raging in different parts of the
field, and in the immuvdiate foreground en
the right is depicted a group of dead and
wounded Rebels, while on the extreme left
Union artillerymen are actively engaged in
working a field-piece. The ground is sirewn
with muskets, broken drums, canteens, and
aecoutrements of every description, and a
pathetic incident of the battle is recorded in
the beantiful figure of a poor little Union
drummer boy lying dead beside his instra-
ment,

Colorists are not usually dranghtamen, and
Mr. Rothermel's weak point is his drawing.
His usual faults are not so apparent in this
picture as in some of his previous works, but
few of the figures are really well drawn, and
some of them are positively bad. As a eom-
pensation for this the flesh is magnificently
painted, and the figures are full of life and
movement. The motion that fills the pictare
is one of its most admirable qualities, and
the spectator cen almost imagine that he
hears the noise and rush of the battle as he
gazes upon the animated scene that the artist
Las represented. Bimply as a piese of paint-
ing the pioture is superb, and apart from its
size and the importance of its subject, it is
Mr. Rothermel's masterpiece.

It may surprise many who are aware of Mr,
Rothermel's reputation as & eolorist, and who
hear this work praised as a color picture, to
find so little positive color init, The pre-
vailing tone is grey, but none but a colorist
of geuius could bave produced such a wonder-
ful barmony of tints, and whenever a bit of
oolor is introduoced, as in the flags that wave
over the heads of the fighters, it tells with
remarkable effeet. The sky, overhung by the
clouds of battle, it & beautirul piece of paint-
ing, and the landseape portion of the picture
is treated adwmirably. The bit of distance
to the right sesn above the heads of the
Rebels and the view of Round Top upon the
left wonld be sufficient of themselves te make
Mr. Rothermels reputation as & landscape
painter.

Large a6 is the suw the artist will receive
for this work, it does not represent the full
value of his labors. Bince he undertook te
paint the picture he has devoted himself en-
tirely to it. The progress of the work has
involved the expenditure of a large sum of
woney, and the artist's profits will not be by
any weans what they would had he not de-
voted himself to this labor of love; for such
it has been to him., Some rathes censorious
rewnrke have been made in regard to the
proposed exhibition of the picture for the
artint's profit, and it is well that the
public should be acquainted with the above
feots. Mr. Rothermel received full permis-
sion for the proposed exhibition frem the
committee of the Legisluture baving charge
of the matter, and we hope that the publie
appreciation of bis work will enable him to
realize handsomely by it, On the 20th in-

stant the pleture will be unveiled at the
Academy of Music with appropriate ceremo-
pies, and afterwards it will be placed on view
& the temporary building now being pre-

pared for il in Chesnut street, above Tenth,
where it will remmn for several weeks,
About ita fulure disposition no arrangements
have as yet been made, but it should by all
means be retained in Philadelphia. There
is no proper place for it in the State Oapitol
at Harrisbnrg, and if thera were, it would be
a pity to bury such a work of art in a eountry
town, where comparatively few persons wounld
ever have an opportunity to inspeet it.
Porter & Ill:t.i’ Gallery.

Mesars. Porter & Coates have attached to
their slore, No. 822 Chesnut slreet, one of
the handsomest picture galleries in the eity,
which is now filled with some choice works
of art that will well repay an inspection.
They bave just received a very pleasing pio-
ture by Professor Raupp, of Munich, entitled
“The Bnow Dattle.” It represents a group
of urchins engaged in a lively snow-balling
eonfliot, and it is ms admirable as a piece of
execution as fl is attractive in subject. Be.-
sides this, there are a number of very beauti-
ful landscapes, full of poetical feeling, by
Inness, of New York; acouple of fine marines
by Hamilton; several spirited landseapes by
E., D. Lewis, and some excellont specimens
by Englisk, German, and American artists of
reputation, in various styles, sizes, and sub.
jects. Messrs, Porter & Coates have also
& very eomplete stock of fine
engravings, chromos, and photographs, from
which those who wish to make holiday gifts
that will possess permanent attractions can
soarcely fail to make suitable selections, A
good picture is one of the handsomest orna-
ments that can be placed in a room, for itis
not only attractive as a piece of furniture,
but it is a constant source of pleasure in
itself, Some of the smaller works in the
gallery of Mesars. Porter & Coates posnsess
great merit, and their prices, as a general
rule, are not so great as to place them beyond
the reach of persons of moderate means. A
good original will always give more satisfsae-
tion than a copy, but for those who cannot af-
ford originals, a well-executed chromo, or an
engraving or photograph of some masterpiece,
presents substantial artistio attractions that
commend them to the regard of art lovers,
while & good chromo, photograph, or en-
graving is always better worth having than
an indifferent eriginal work. We commend
the art collection in the gallery of Messrs.
Porter & Coates to the attemtion of our
readers, and we advise those who wish to in-
vest in something attractive for the holiday
season, but who are in doubt as to what dis-
position to make of their money, to visit this
gallery and: inspect the choice works of art
that it contains.

ART QALLERY.

WORKS OF ART

MANY LITTLE GEMS

HOLIDAY GIFTS

LOW PRICES,
GALLERY OF FINE ARTS

PORTER & COATES,
No. 822 CHESNUT STREET,

12141719 98 Urp PHILADELPHIA,

1020. 1020.

PRESENTS | PRESENTS !
AT REUKAUFF’'S

ART GALLERY AND LOOKING-GLASS WARE-
ROOMS,

No. 1020 CHESNUT STREET,

French and German Carved Gooda.  Imported sod
Awerican Plctures lnpumerable, (12 18 12rp

1020, 1020.

ON FREE EXHIBITION
AT

CHAS. F. HASELTINE'S GALLERY
No, 1126 CHESNUT STREET,

BRAUN'S FAMOUB PANORAMIC VIEWS of
Berlin, Potsdam. Chariotien , Uoblents, Heldels

, Jenn, Welmar, Erfu Baden.Baden,
Welsbaoen, Brussals, Am.na;h-m, aterioo, Liege
Ypres, Rotlerdam, Utrecht, eto, ete,

A oomplete set of the Berlin Museums, and interior
z}un all the rooms o the various royal palaces

Particular sttention is drawn to ghe faot that in &
few days 100 views on the Rhine aud its fortifica
t_ul!_yrvqga_lmm vmheumﬂm m

HE VATICAN, No, 1010 CHESNUT STREET.

—Stalusry, Bronzes, Clocks, Vases, Pedestals,
and elegant articles of taste for the adornment of
the parior, dinng-room, fibrary, hall, and boudoir,
and for bridal presents, puorchased in Europe pre-
vious to the war af & great sacritice, and will now be
sold, retall, at eorrespondingly low prices. We lo.
vite an lpspection &t our spacious store and show-
rooms, up stalrs. The price of all articles marked
in plain fgures. CGoods packed an  shipped free of
Shaig, W

SCRIBNER'S MONTHLY,

An lllustrated Magazine for the People.

The Bet Magazine in America,
The Most Beautiful Magazine in America,
The Cheapest Magazine in Ameriea.

Putnam’s, Hours at Home, and the Riverside,
Combined in one, for $3'00 a Year!!

Profuse and Splendid [Ilustrations!

The Greatest Literary Success of the Year!

AND B0 ACENOWLEDGED BY ALL.

The Magarine is eonducted by Dr. J. G. HOLLAND, whose books have had a large and
continuous sale, unsurpassed in the annals of literature. e is assisted by a large corps of
able writers in this eountry and Europe,

CRAND HOLIDAY NUMBER!

The 100 000 Edition Now Ready!

Pictures of Btrasburg—How we escaped War with Spain—Mr, Bigelow on the Terms of
Peaco—Christmas at the North Pole—New Story by Hans Andersen—Women
aud Wine—Cbristmas Eve in Germany Taxes—A Ohrist-
was Poem—Christmas Stories—Christmas Oarol by
Dr. Holland, with Music, ete. ete.

The January number of Seribner's is one of the handsomest, most valuable, complete,
and entertaining numbers of a magazine ever published.
The Illustrations are of ahigh order.

The article on “FAIRMOUNT PARK" has sixteen exquisite pictures by Thomas Moran,
Mr, Wilkinson's poem, ““THE NORTHERN LIGHTS,” has also a design by Mr. Moran,
one of the first of American landscape artists,

Dr. Hayes’ Christmas Story, ‘“THE GOBLIN OF THE IOB," is founded on a legend
of Greenland, and is a strange and thrilling love story, presenting many strikiog features
of Arctie life. Mr, Bolles’ full-page picture of ‘‘The Goblin” (page 240)is a powerful piece
of drawing, and the other illustrations are excellent. “MIRABEL'S CHRISTMAS" is a
strong story by a new author.

The six original views of “STRASBURG AFTER THE SURRENDER" are from pho-
tographs taken especially for this magazine, and Professor Riddle’s article is very inte-
resting.

Hon. Jobn Bigelow's ‘“TERMS OF PEACE PROPOSED BY THE GREAT POWERS”
is & timely and commanding article. Mr. Bigelow is near the seat of war, and has had pe-
culiar advantages for the study of his subjeot.

Mr. Crounse’s “HOW WE ESCAPED WAR WITH SPAIN” will attract immediate
apd wide attention, presenting, as it does, the hitherto unpublished details of a recent affair
of national importance.

“A CHRISTMAS EVE IN GERMANY" tells of the CUhristmas oustoms of s singular
society in Germany.

Professor Wilder's article on “KINGS OF THE AIR" and J. T. Headloy's article on
“SHIPS" are both splendidly illustrated as woll as entertaining and instractive,

This number contalns new features of especial interest to THE YOUNG FOLES OF
THE FAMILY.

The beginning of HANS ANDERSEN'S quaint and charming story of a Boyish Life,
entitled “LUCKY PEER.”

Also a new department of especial interest to the LADIES OF THE FAMILY -HOME
ARD SOCIE1Y—HOLIDAY SHOPPING—A GLANCE AT THE FASHIONS, ete. ete.

BOMETHING FOR ALL—A HUMOROUS DEPARTMENT—Miss MALONY on the
CHINESE QUESTION. .

MACDONALD'S Story of “WILFRID CUMBERMEDE" grows in interest.

That powerful story, “NATASQUA," is coneluded,

There is also an unpublished Peem by the late N. P. Willis, and a Christmas Poem by a
young lady of remarkable genius, eto. ete,

A glance at the Table of Contents will show its richness in varied articles and illustra-
tioms.

Make Home Happy by a Christmas or New Year's Presont of a Year's Bubscription te

SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY.

It eosts only §3, and will make two large volumes, beautifally Illustrated, and full ef
choice reading, each year. Bingle numbers, 30 cents. For Bale by all Newsdealers.

We furnish tasteful Covers, post-paid, for 50 cente each—and any binder can insert the
numbers—at a trifling expense.

SCRIBNER & CO.,
No. 654 BROADWAY, New York

BOOKS

OLASS Aa_aE Qus@_ugv\_r_tns. !
Gay’s China Palace,
No. 1012 CHESMUT Street,

Wikhing to reduce stock, are ofering the'r goeds at
the following unprecedentelly low prices:—

White French China Dining Eets, 100 pleces . $3000
(1} L1 i (1] 11} 'l'la “ e ‘l |w

“a " .. TR0

“ " - . w
- “ Cups and Bajocers, 13 pleces,

oups with nandles

Stone China Dining fets, 96 p)ces

Btone China Tea Bets (oups with handies), 4

Btone China Tea Beta (cups with Landles) 46

THE HOLIDAYS.

L) (1] - Te“ L]

Our Christmas S8Stock

NOW OPEN.

The eueicest anseriment ever offered Lo the pub-
lic, retalled at

WHOLESALE PRICES.

PORTER & COATES,

Publishers, Booksellers, and Importers,

Stone CHAMBEr BetM. ... .......conceioassiansnns
“  Cops and Baucers, per set, 12 plecea. . .
%  Dining Flates, per aozen
Table Tumblers, per doOBeD. .......0oveunernns
TableBGoblels. ..........covcnivess
Glass Tea Bets (4 articies)
Bohem'an Cologpe Bets, % bottles and pufl box
Bohemian Liguor Bets, 6 glasses, wulter and
boltle - 0
An endless varlety of Fancy Goods, sultable fer
Hollday Piresents, st an lmmense redoction from
former prices,
Goods o go out of the eity will be packed and de-
Hvered o transportation ofMee free of charge, and
wisured agalnst breakage Lo destination,

Bhow Hoom open LUl 9 o'clock at night.
i Msmwinrp

NO. §22 CHESNUT STREET,
3971014 1719 92 24rp PHILADELPHIA,

808. 808.
MAGAZINE DEPOT

January Magazines,
Now ready at TURNER'S Cheap Book Store,
No. 808 CHESNUT Strees.
PLARIES FOR 1871, of all styles.
TURNER & 00,
Publisher of Besutiful Snow,
No, #8 CHESNUT Sueet,

aBelle
Klild Glov

BEST §1 % KID GLOVE IN AMERICA.
mmnh.t‘mhad.ﬂﬁqruu tear, another

palr gived lo exchangs.
v L{ J. B. BARTHOLOMEW,
0. 98 North BEIGHTH Sireet

Bk AECOSE -, Balvanie pad Hvlale 710 WAL

TURNER'S

1 8 14 wihest

L

P. E. B. 8.

the Holidays.

—

Books for

LONDON ARD OXPORD EDITIONS OF THE

BIBLR AND PRAYER BOOK.

PRESENTATION BOORS.

BODEE OF DEVOTION
AND BACRED POETAY.

ALL THE NEW BOOES OF THR
SEASON,

ALL BOOES RETAILED AT WHOLEB-
SALE PRICES.

JUST IS8UED,

A Wew Book by the Author of the "SORONBRERG-
COTRA FAMILY,"

THR VICTORY OF THE VANQUISHED,
A Blory of the First Centary,

A New Eook for Oplidren, by the Author of “STEP-
PING HEAVENWARD,"

THE PERCYS,
Published within & few days.
Several very handsome packages of
Chromos, Flowers, and Crosses.
A large and elegant assortmenst of
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN, .
TOY BOOKS, ETC. E¥C.

PROT, EPISCOPAL BOOK SOOIETY,

Neo, 1224 OCHESNUT STREET,

PHILADELPHIA. [12 19%:thedisp

K. B.-THIB STORE WILL BE OPEN IN THE
EVENIRGS UNTIL AFTER THE HOLIDAYS.

HOLIDAY CIFTS.

J. B. LIPPINCOTT . CO.,

No. 715 and 717 MMARKET St.
Invite attention to their
EXTENSIVE STOCK OF
STANDARD AND ILLUSBTRATED

BOOKS,

AMERICAN AND ENGLISI,
In varigns atyles of Plalo and Fine Binding,
SUITABLE FOR OHRISTMAS GIFTE.

BIBLES AND PRAYER-BOOKS
01 every variesy of glze and style of binding;

JUVENILE BOOKS,

BY POPULAR AUTIIORS ;

COLORED TOY BOOKS,
AT A VARIETY OF PRICES.
AND
2 LARGE ASRBORTMENT
oF

Foreign and Domestic Stationery,

Emuracing Writing Desks, Pocket-books, Inkstands,
Chromos, Initial Paper in Boxes, Back-
gammon Boards, Palnt Boxes, ete,

Catalogue of Holday Books farnished gratis, on
application.

J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO.,
Fubliskers, Booksellers, and Stationers,
No. 716 and 717 MARKET Strees,
i 13 tuthstodt PHILADELPHIA,

PRESENTSB!!

HARDING'S EDITIONS
or
THE HOLY BIBDLE,

Family, Pulpit,and Photograph Bibles.

PRECENTATION BIBLES,
CHRISTE AB,

IIOLIDAY

WEDDING, and
BIKTHDAY
PRESBNTS,
New and superb assorument, bound in Rieh Le-
vant Turkey, Pavelled and Orosmental Designs,

equal to the London and Oxford editions, at lees
than half thelr prices.

Chain~-Back Albums.

The superiority of “THE HARDING PATENT
FLEXIBLE CHAIN-BACK ALBUM” over all others
heretofors manufactured will, upon the slightest
examination, beé appareut to &ll,

Also, alarge assortment of Fhotograph Alonms,
now and beaullful styles, made o the asual manner,

W. W. HARDING,

Neo. 526 CHESNUT BTREET,

ey __BELAW FOURTH STREET.

LOOKING QLASSES, ETO.
DEBIBABLK AND ELEGANT GIFTS
FOR OHRISTMAS,

PIOTURES of every character. Hogravings,
Chromos, ete. €te : New Mooulight Pho hs ;
Views in Southern India - 1ograp

LOOKING-GLASSES,

BEWISS CARVINGS, embracing almost every-
thing, st moderate prices, ranging from S0, ap-
warda. Direct lmportation (rom luteriaken. The
celebrated

ROGERS GROUPS,
Bole Ageney., Two new subjects HOW ready.
PORTFOLIOS, EASELS, New Folio-stands,
with our excellent patent fastenlng.

EARLES' GALLERIES, open at al' times, free.
No, 816 CHESNUT STREET.

MATS AND OAPS.

'8 IMPROVED
DR
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