
a 1v*I Crook says: ''It is my
.anid c iction tha)t the Indian should

h' - the full ri~hts of the American citi-
ren, fncluding the ballot. I know thatI
amay be considered hasty, but I say:
'Give them theballot non•.'-"

The retired list of our navy is swelling
There are fifty Rear Admirals, fifteei
Coummodores, fourteen Captains, tweln
Commanders, twenty Lieutenant Com
manders, forty-one Lieutenants, forty-sip
Surged.as, twenty Paymasters, and seven
ty-two Engineers.

There is a good deal of abuse heapei
upon Americans for sins of omission anc
commission performed while traveling it
Europe, but it is to be set down to theii
credit that the American travelers anr
said to have been the coolest and mosl
self-possessed class during the receni
carthquakes. Their superiority to feat
was 'marked and commented on all sides.

It is impossible not to admirethe plucl
of the Mayor of Nice, France, who un
dertook to restore the confidence of the
frightened people by giving his official
assurance immediately after the recent
earthquake that the worst was over, and
that they had nothing more to fear. A
Mayor who can guarantee a city against
an earthquake shock is a Mayor worth
having.

The managers of the International Jubi-
lee of railways at Paris are actively en-
gaged in preparing for the opening. The
various modes and methods of railroad
operation in different countries will he il-
lustrated, and a belt line constructed, on

which English, Austrian and Russian
trains will pass up and down steep gradi-
ents, switch from track to track and run
through tunnels.

Now a scientific person has explained
Swhy Hanlan is the great rower that he
is. Dr. Sargent, of the Harvard gym-

.ialum, has examined him, and says
that he has "a great head and an ex-
cellent body all the way down to the
legs." Judged by a standard of per-
fection the oarsman's legs and arms are
t-oo short. Dr. Sargent says that this
defect. has made Hanlan the oarsman
he is, and that the power from the
shoulders, back and loins, together
with the immense leverage given by the
short legs and arms, is what h_ s mad
bim almost the perfection in build for
a -mhlm.

T•he people of Dodge City, Kansas, are

." w marveling over the discovery of a
ia bone, which has recently been

,tInto that city from a point about
ve miles southwest, near the Ci-

:• river. This mammoth fossil was
sitb. d by some workmen while dig-

a well at the depth of about forty-
ie and below a stratum of sand-

"i . ` The length of this colossal femur

a:` i at 6 feet 8 1-2 inches; weight, 96
js ; critot uerence of shaft, 20 inches;

m bo, (femur,) 24 inches in eircum-
Slower end or knee, 39 inches in

•t e. Further excavations will
aft, early date with the hope of
th entire skeleton.
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THE FIRST VIOLET.

Ere t violet,starred with the dew,
What wondrous pains I took

To hunt its pretty eyes of blue,
Along the babbling brook;

Sweet violet that bloomed for you
Within that sunny nook.

The loving warmth of southern skies
Shone on its mossy bed.

And soon it oped its sleepy eyes,
And raised its drooping head,

And gazel about in wild surprise
To findl the snow had lied.

Blue as the waters of the bay,
Sweet herald of the spring;

To him whose skies are cold and gray,
1 said, perchance 'twill bring

A dream of bursting blud to-tday,
And whir of robin's wing.

-Belle Bremer, in The Current.

CAMELEON.

BY ROSE 5H. LATHIROP.

"What I am astonished at isgyour powo
over the confirmed bachelors,'%,aid Felis
Drake. "You are too young for that
but something compensates, evidently.

Melly, whom some of her friends calle
Cameleon, was sitting over the fire in he
private parlor discussing her variou
lovers with Felina. Fortunately Felin
was engaged to be married, and was nc
in a position to feel envy or to watch un
sympathetically the preliminary stce
toward an engagement on the part of he
friend. It was an event which she cagel
ly desired, that they might be entirel,
mutual in their experiences. Felin
might have been jealous of the Camelcon'
beauty; but the young girl was of tha
charming class of lovely .women whose
members appeal to their own sex by thei
perfect good nature and childlike inno
cence.

"Oh, I can tell you how that happens,'
the Cameleon responded, in her cheerfu
voice. "Clever Mr. Courtney told mt
that my face would last well, and that he
had seen hundreds of belles fade in a fey
seasons, which had- almost made a misan
thrope of him."

"Well, I think it was fine distinction,'
Felina acquiesced. "Younger men don'
think of that, and fancy that what i:
chiefly youth is downright beauty. Bu
your precious countenance will certainlb
mature to its credit, and I can't imagint
you anything but excellent, whether time
pulls your face perpendicularly or hori
tontally! Plump or thin, pale or rosy,
Cameleon, it will be sure to remain a fac(
to conquer everybody."

AMelly sighed.
n "Are you sorry for anything," asker

e Felina.
"r Why, it seems rather laborious," the

young belle answered. ' "You-see, I have
got to accept-one of them-these inevi
table men-and it is so hard to choose

r There are so many professions represented
for one thing. The handsomest anc
most facinating of all my admireis, in 7
way, is MIr. Brucc-Lyman; and you wile admit that his being in preparation for ra fashionable doctor of medicine is fatal.

I had not been engaged to, him for twot days, Felina (I iever told you that I did
accept him at first), when he prescribed

- for alittle coug'a which I quite enjoyeda and would not have had cured for thl
world. But it was so lucky! I might
have actually married him and heard all
my life about drugs." Melly discussed
her friend's hand-embroidery for a mo-r ment and then c-ntinne-l: "I suppose I
rushed to the other cxtr wme aiter break-
ing with- the docto:; for I allowed Mr.
William Fenimore to give me an ex-
haustive catalogue of his qualifi-
cations for -nmaking nce a good
husband. He has all- his time
to himself until he inherits from -his
father, when he must devote some atten-
tion to the estates; and-he said that we
could travel all over the world, and that
he did not need any society but mine,and should be happy in China if- I were
his wife. It looked to me like too muchleiaiure, you know, and ) ias afraid t ,-

should b ep-o ugh Arab if I mar-
. ma. Howcould I employ Redfern

in Asia? I decided, -positively against
Mr. Fenimore;... Wlien Mr. Dalgian of-
ftred himself I was very much puiled.
iae-a a tine social position, an which
Ihaulab have been -iei from.
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hall bell now. I wonder if it is any oi
for me."

"If itis," replied Felina, "let me we
here for you, Melly. I would rather ,
on with my embroidery than sit by whi
they talk to you."

"It is some one I have not told yc
about," said Melly, a moment later, lool
ing up from the card; "he has such
queer name, hasn't he! Anthony Cow
It is quite a new experience to be admire
by a man of such a name and a charact4
which well coincides with it. Excuse mi
Felina dear; and wouldn't it be funny
Icame back engaged?" The Cameleo
embraced and kissed her friend wit
genuine fervos and arranged her love]
hair at the mirror, and then swept out <
room. She-stood at the head of the stail
for a breath's space, and then returned t
her parlor and put her lips near Felina
ear, whispering: "If Mr. Cowl woul,
only prove irresistible!"

As Felina sewed she often smiled. I
was amusing to her to guess, every fel
minutes, how the courtship was progres•
ing; how the suitor with the odd nam
was becoming elated and how the rar
young flirt upon whom he gazed was in
voluntarily bringing him to the denou,

r mcnt which had proved so fatal to a dozei
other men, as if the girl's heart were Swis

; machinery which could only accomplisl
one thing, although it seemed so human
And Felina also gave a smile to the re
r flection that the Cameleon herself wa

s acting in perfectly good faith, and was

most cager to discover a genuine interes'
in one of these admirers; but her gooc
sense and her unlimited opportunities
stood much in the way of a final decision.

"I rea'ly don't know what to say," the
Cameleon hesitatingly confessed to Mr.
Anthony Cowl, looking down at her lap.
ful of black lace, as she locked her fingern
together. "I do like you so much; and
I think your mother is perfectly sweet.
But I suppose I am awfully young tc
choose whatjny destiny snall be; and per-
haps you are a little old to be my des-
tiny; and then, I never expected so be a
Mrs. 'Cowl.' It would seem so strange!"
The Cameleon had a mental vision in
which neoule talked about "the beauti-
ful Mrs. Cowl."

"Seems to me," said her lover, wi
glistening eyes and flushed cheeks, gl
enough to find himself in the girl's pre
ence again after a miserable absent
'seems to me it is a pity to put me off 1

cause my name is Cowl, and I have fi
years more in my existence than I exaci
reqire. Life is short; at any rate, ai
happiness is never at its climax for a ve
long space, no matter what our fortune :
Perhaps if you married me your happint
would he as complete for as long a sease
as if you married a yo6mng fellow near
your own age. And as for name y(
might find people paid a good deal
respect to it when coupled with fine di
ncr' and a box at the opera."

The Camelcon looked up at him som
what furtively, but he caught her glans
as he devoured every motion she mad
He became eagerly expectant.

"I was thinking to tell the truth.
said the, "that yoa kept your temp
wonderfully under a severe tot: for p•i
pie usually adore their own naimes. I al
sure I am much obliged to you for bea
ing with my whims, Mr. Cowl."

"Don't-don't be 'so gentle an'd el
couraging," he exclaimed, "unless ye
will let me kiss your hand!"
Again she gazed at him from undi

her lashes, while her lover was on tl
alert to spring to his feet and kneel
ha,.. ;l if ho car a n"rminiinn in h.d ncr siue I ni saw a jirwlainuu mi

face:
S"May I-may I kis -your hand ?"

asked, with trembling lix.
"I was just -thinking how very--v

considerate you are of my wishes," a
murmured; but shaking her hand.

j do think.your mother is so sweet. DI

e Cowl," she added, irrelevantly; and ths explained, with a burst of confidenc

S"Yoiu know what a lady would not like
x In a moment she went on: "Did y
t ever do anything which people told y

was remarkably noble?"
"No, indeed. Why?"
Ag tin Melly treated Anthony Cowl.

t r suble glance.
S"You're the first ma f r met w]

failed.. to •il me so;" she said, smi"ffa
a "But -wouldn't you make a great sacrift
for mel"

"I hardly believe I" would," answeri
her admirer. "A ' sacrifice wou
necessitate my beingwholly absent fro
'. you, or somcthingof. te nort; to strike
death-blow to my happin ss in youn.
:shouldbe a fool to mnke any Sacrilce f
you worthy of the name."' .

The (iaereon laughed outright.
SYouseem iriti w to be quite honegt

Jsh e coommented. "But, Mr. Cowl, arem
-you trpid ftoecome engaged to me 4e
if I am. to.epersuaded eonuidering ti
I ave gedmy mind very oft
alrieisdy s that they actually call me

eleodn? '•: was talking about it wit
or ueter the last taie I called, rs

she .k' :t``t I would robably go e
-g . y iind until Iwas SO unle

ig tery; airordnay. happenes
ast a brook unb _ s e1ver so irregularl

i lbaital*ka k until it reaches
t ,wh ; ich h s it firmly ian."

"Well a . shl be wtisfled if you tw
oo*t "" Ahony Cowl r
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o self to me and I will rejoice very muc

and call every day, and leave it to yo
it generosity to do me justice, and weil
o my live at your leasure."
le -Melly sagely shook her head.

"If it only wasn't. for Dick," s]
u sighed, sinking back into an attitude

:- dejected musing.
a " 'Dick' is of no consequence," A

[. thony Cowl calmly answered. "Let hi
d go, and give your hand to me."

r She had covered her eves for an i
stant, but she quickly glanced up. SI

f laughed, blushed, and clapped her han<a in delight.
h "Why, I certainly thought that woul

F make you angry!" she confided to hin
f giving him a melting look. "I wondi

a what your mother could have said to ye

about me! Did she tell you anythin
a that we had said ?"

1 "She only told me you were in ever

way adorable."
"I thought possible she had seen not

r much I c-cared--" All at once tl

Cameleon held oat one of her hands t
her enchanted lover, with a radiant fac
and lowered eyes. "You may kiss it!
she said.

It was a love-match.- Twh Epoch.
.en.

iss A Fight With Wildcats.
sh A California letter in the Atlanta UCn. atitution says: "You may talk about yo

e- mountain lion," said an old hunter, asras rode slowly up the Arroyo one ear

morning after the rain, with the whir
d pering dogs all about, "but I wou

rather take my chances with one at ai
time than with a pair of wildcats at clo
;h quarters. It just seems as if a cat los

Ir. its head like. They know they're caugh
and they are just bound to have it out
ers it takes all summer. They fight wor

when there is a pair, just like a mounta

t. lion. I remember-one day, I was out

a hunt in the winter of 1877, when gan
was so thick here- you could have it f
the asking, and I never went down in
the Arroyo without seeing a deer, t

,, started down where the railroad bridge
n now and worked up. I, having aboi
i- ten hounds, covered the track very wel

We had had a rain the day before an
there were so mikny tracks that the do,

h were baying, in every direction-enoug
ad to set a man crazX. I had one old do

that I -thought everything of. I knei
her voice 'out of the whole pack, an
C when it began to speak I knew there wi

ye music in the air and game too, All i
ly once she let out up i.a little canyo

id that they use now to get up on tl
ry highlands, and, putting the spurs int

mis. y horse, I was over there in

a few minutes. There she was, rushin
on this way and that, nosing here and there
er and. there soon. was a growl and a snai
'u and it seemed to me as if a dozen wil

cats and dogs had come together. I sal
that the dog was in for it, so I tumble-
off the horse, and, with gun as a club
e- literally waded in. As is generally th
e case, at such times, being carried awan

* with excitement, I nearly laid my do,
out at-the first blow, and before I coul(
make another attempt, one of the cats

,r for there were tvo of them, flew at mi

and took me by the shirt just at th
breast, and in a moment I was in tatter
r- and rags, after the fashion of the begga'
who is supposed to have come to town
' The beast had me by such a firm grasl

u that I dropped the gun and took her ii
both hands and attempted to tear her off.r she biting and clawing me all the time
.e Finally I got out my knife and drove i
it into her, and she dropped, snarlin/

r and clawing and reaching for my leg;
until the -lst, a type of viciousness

SWhile I had been entertainilng. this on0
the old hound had been atteana:ng to theY other, and had, though fearfully torn

e mastered the big cat and killed it. 8<
I we went out ahead, but when we corn

pared notes the old dog and me were it
a much the same box and didn't get' ove
: it for weeks.".

u The Versatile Drnnmmsnr.

a Have you ever considered the drumm
and the important part he .pl-;S inan c
chestra? The little boys always ke(
Stheir eyes on him, bit grown up peop
pay him the ea~ittention of any of tt

,Why,- he works harder tha
any of them, and if you have ever sat neo
e the corner of the theatre occupied by hi
you will learn what a versatile man i

d must be to hold the position. He h,
d kettle drums, blss drums, snare drum

n cymbals and triangle to keep constantl
a employed, biut these are not all of the ii
I cidentals of his position, by any meanI Have you ever heard him play the xyhl

phone, blow the bitr whistle, the roost:
call, the cuckoo and the locomotive whi
tle? Every drummer has these instnt ments to handle at least once-a week, lhi

lhe ha beeidessleigh bells-to jingle, , ti
nt pets to rattle, anvil to. beat, tambdFrin:

R bones, sandpaper and half a dozen oth<
a things to intei.tcmon occasions. Som:

h tinieshe has to combine two or three cI them-in fact he is the effect of the o0
n chestra.

If Ihe wanted to do so, he could thro,
his brethten into irretrievable confusior

9 and to show -what he can do if he desire-
a seethe case of Field Musician Franci

Wild, . who was court-martialed for
t funny offense, included under the heas

of insubordination. He was stationed o
Governor's Island andsa member of Con

t pany 0, and he effectually "routed th

band in which he played. When Sche
bert's serenide was played, instead of rc
mingliniag s'!it , he flourished his drum
•ticks disconceited the leader, any
ihe remaine ient when a martial piect was being played. He broke the heart

:; t o•.a for during a pathetic ballat
the f.iat waes '"'soloing, DrummeSWPl dbrke in upon it ,with a- series o

t h -tan his kettle drum,-and at th
Slou•w wound upwith a solo on the bau

I- drim, Ti got ffteen days at hard labor
re' thosia provt ttike power of the drumme
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r THE WHITE HOUSE
igh

THE PRIVATE APARTMENTS
THE EXECUTIVE MANSION.

she

of How They Are Decorated and Fi
nished and Pervaded by a Wo-

im manly Presence - A Peep
at'Presidential Privacy.

in-
he No greater contrast can be imaginide than that between the east and west ,

tremities of the second floor of the Wh
ild House, writes Hester M. Poole in t

m, New York Commercird. In the one i
ler waiting rooms and the offices of the ch

on executive; in the other, the private s
ug ting and sleeping rooms of the family

the President. Here congregate dip:
ry mats, statesmen and office seekers; the

flits a youthful figure, sparkling wi,w careless happiness. Only a few feet se

he arate the centres of official and of sog
to life-yet what a space divides them.
cc The west corridor, directly over tb
I" separating the state and family dinii

rooms, is sufficiently commodious ai
pleasant to be used as a private sittil
room, in place of any specially arrange
for that purpose. Forty feet long 1
nearly half that width, the stairway e

"- croaches but little upon its spaciousne:ar A low, semi-circular window, ten fe
;e wide, overlooking the magnificent sta
ly building at the west, and a skylight

stained glass, lately added, give amp
light.

y Indeed, it is a very inviting spot. TI
e axminster carpet of wine color, amb
'S and blue, harmonizes sufficiently w(

S with the light gray walls, which are fi
ished with a frieze of Japanese figures al
a ceiling of silver and brown. Ebor
cabinets bearing treasures of porcelai

n alabaster and bronze break the corn
C angles; ebony tables, over which are flur
scarfs of old gold and crimson, stand

o elegant confusion, a long pier glass r
fe leets the graceful form of the mistress i
the mansion, and Turkish chairs ani. lounges woo to revery and repose. Man

d a womanly touch on every hand betrays
charm that only ldelicacv and refinemet
can command.

h On either side of the deep-seal
o quaint west window, draped with Ma,
muslin, and bordered with jeweled gl
are stands of growing plants, and the
ridor is rendered brilliant with one
those luminous canvases, by Bierst:

>n which seems to palpitate with li-
SIlere it is that all the ladies of the Wito ouse--especially the immediate pre

a cessor of Mrs. Cleveland-have in
Smallvy ntertained their intimate frient

) On ither side of the corridor, portie
e overd (ldoors give entrance to the pri\
char.A,ers, That on the north front of
looking Lafayette square and s•.para

only from the western corner by a nai-
room now used as a private sitting re

e by Mrs. Cleveland, was refitted forAY Arthur's occupancy after the death

General Garfield. The chamber, ab,
twenty feet square, remains almost exat
as it was during the occupancy of ]
Arthur. Not so the long, narn
room adjacent on the west, used as11 sleeping chamber, dressing room or offi
according to the requirements of the hou"' hold: it has now reached the dignity

i the boudoir of the youthful mistress, v
sheds over this portion of the domi(
the radiance of her winning presen
Gone is the office furniture with which
was filled before her advent: its pllace
filled with all sorts of things calculated
makes beauty-loving woman comforta
and content. The old gray-green weshine with blue and go~ld. and the hat

c ings of the same colors are enlivened, hI
' and there, with touches of red. II,

o birds, dogs and cats of rare breeds fo
the nucleus of a happy family, and he
the bright, cheery young mistress fin
relief from those formal receptions whi
must sorely tax the patience of even t
gayest and sweetest-tempered soul.

The portion north of the corridor Ir neyer before been- taken ly-the-famili
the President; on the other side, the sou

P side, with its far outlook over the sin
ous Potomac and the blue hills beyon

e are situated those rooms vhich are fill
11 with reminiscences of the last half-c(
tury. Directly opposite the blue roomn the dainty chamber occupied last year i
e Miss Cleveland, the same in which GI
' field spent those long weeks of patient at
, fering. In the red room, then given up
Y the use of his attendant physicians, Gra
slept, and before that Lincoln there night
laid the head that grew weary unto dea
with the weight of a nation's woes. I
fore him, these two rooms were occupis
by Buchanan and Pierce and their pre
-cessors.t To-day General Garfield's roinom, oc

pied by Mrs. Folsom whenever she vii
'i the White House, is as bright and cheier as possible. It was Miss Clevelan
e- chamber, and the narrow dressing-ro
on the west, opposite Mrs. Clevelan

r- private sitting-rooa, contained her r•
and library. Seated in the corner ov
W looking the State Department and i
n, lovely view to the south, the sister of Is, PreSident sought that congenial liters

18 occupation which was her peculiar rel
from official duties.d The red chamber, or Prince of Wa
room, asit is sometimes called, was fitt
up many years ago when the heir of te English throne made his only tc
through this country. Situated next
the room just described, it will be' membered as that in which Garflebi
d physicians held their famous consulie tions Furniture of solid rosewood, ci

'f tains and hangings of dark, mixed colod in which crimson and gold are dominal
a cabinet of eurious Japanese, workma
iship, sevres vases of fine quality-th.

are its principal features.
S Next comes the library, formerly usas the sitting-room. Through theE

* roachments of official business it is n<

the private office of.the President. HI
he may be seen by the privileged visit

I. sitting day after day at his desk in fre
of the window, through whifch e 5a

streams in overlhis shoulder: Tligtht
seems nothing wonderful about it, tl
desk hasa history. Years ago, after.
credible hardships, in search of Sir Jol
Franklini the staunch English ship Res
lute was abandoned by the crew in t
ArctiCOce• n;a Aportion of the heart
oak was, in another voyage, carried ba
e adr and from.. it this desk iw
.s" Et: Victoria'a command. Present
by her-to General Grant, it has become

Srt theIlMtures of the White House
w.i~ hich measures abso

thirty fe twe , fllow, in abha

-te<-pgr W ith gc

S tiW :emwe. material,' Wi g.tin

ea.I. 7i

achre of a world, not even the w<
which it represents can wholly know.

IN The Admiral's Mushrooms.
The following yarn was spun.

several years ago by one of Courb
tr- former messmates:

Some years ago when the hero
Tonquin was a simple lieutenant he ,
detailed in company with half a do
siilors to explore a savage portion of
West African coast neatr Dahomey. I

ed days they had traversed the wildern
x- without meeting anything in the shape
ite animal life save monkeys, squirrels, sn

he birds and like game, too spry to admit
re capture. Exhausted by fatigue

lef famine, the little caravau found itself i
it day at eventide wandering helples

of about in a jungle of umbrageous verdu
o- Suddenly one of the men espied a h

re neatly ensconced in a group of pah
th Entering they found three feminine
P- tires in the act of making their sim

gal toilet. Having conciliate'd the swari

forest nymnphs by the gift of some gl
at beads, Courbet demanded food. 1
g dusky "maitresses de la maison" 1id stirred themselves with generous zeal a

Ig soon produced some eggs, which one

d the sailors broke into a saucepan a

'y placed upon the fire.
"- '"Now, what shall we put with then

14 asked Courbet. We have neither buttet lard nor cheese."
te Gazing round the hut, one of the saih
of espied a bunch of mushrooms hanging

le the wall.
In a twinkling the mushrooms we

Sc seized upon and delivered to the co
er pro tern., who speedily sliced them 1

11 and flung them in the saucepan.a- Upon beholding this brisk appropr

tion of their stores, the three dusal
Sdames gave a frightful screech, thrt

' themselves on their knees before Courbt
r and seemed by their ge-tures to imple

Si'restitution of their mushrooms. Va
" vprayers.

Ce- In due time the omelet was cook
of served and eaten. Their hunger appea
id the unceremonious Gauls were about t
lv ing leave of the victimized ladies, w]i
;a five savages dashed into the hut wit

nt bloo:d-c urdling yell. It was the I

prie
t or accompanied by his four sc

, Immediately the women broKe out afr
aS with their plaintive liowls, pointing

=% the place whence the mushrooms had b
r so ravenously snatched. The sava

of took in the situation at a glance v
t, rushed upon Courlet and party, fe
it. ciously brandishing their clubs. Cour

Ite lost no time in drawing his revolver a
Ie- his men followed suit. Thus arm,
r- they advanced threateningly toward

infuriated natives, who, finding the
c- selves immensely in the minority. hast
itc modified their manneuvres, "while

r- father of the flock stammered out a f
words of mangled English by way of

" planation.
*n IHorrible revelation' From the wol

i. of this old cannibal Courbet learned tl
of the supposed mushrooms were no mu:
lt rooms at all, but simply human bra
lv which the provident housewife was d
'" ing in the sun against a rainy day.

Iv Courbet acknowledged afterward tl

a he had never eaten so savory an omel
e, Albeit the immediate effects were dis

Strous.-uezeoir r ree ress.
_ ofrhocile The Hyacinth Trade.

ice. The hyacihth trade is an import
1 it branch of horticultural commerce. Fo

is least 300 years it has been cultivated, an,i to early as 1597 Gerard mentions six varie

ble as grown in England. Less than a centalls later the six had multiplied into m
ng- sindle and double forms, and in the ir

erc (die of last century the famous Du
ere growers of this bloom, supreme amt
rm the flowers of spring, offered for ,
ere fifty single-flowered and nearly
ids double-flowered varieties.ich The original of all these plants is rthe as many people suppose, the wild hyaci

of our woods, but a scarcely less insigrhas cant Oriental form, bearing on a sin

of slike onlS y a few narrowed-lobed "waiith blue flowers. ' r The improvements in
iu- are all due to the skill of the garden

id, who selects hia breeding forms with
led the care which the grazier bestows

en- his Durhams and Ayrshires.
i is The result is that it is by no met

by uncommon to see spikes of hyacin:ar- six or seven inches long, and thickly
uf- with blooms which measure in circumf

to ence from seven to nine inches. The Int glish nurserymen have, no doubt, do
tly much to bring this plant to what they
pth pleased to call perfection, though 1
3e- botanist considers it the acme of 'm<

.ed strosity. But the Dutch growers sl
le- maintain their traditional eminence

the champion hyacinth rearers of t
u- world.its There is something in the soil of H

pry land, something also in the humid atn

I's sphere, congenial to these plants, andan great deal in the patient, unexcital
3's character of its excellent people whi

sk peculiarly suits them for the placid laI
Ir- of growing bulbs. Haarlem, which
he the height -of the tulip mania was t
he metropolis of this trade, is still pr

ry eminently the home of the bulb mief chants. In April and the beginning
May the suburbs for miles and miles w

UI pervcuy agiow I wLrn te most a
ted cately scented flowers.-London Standa
the

)ur An Eel-Skinning Contest,
to Down at Fulton Market the fish ne- often try conclusions as to who is

c- hampion eel-skinner. As the faying
eels has grown to be quitean industry,i
universal Yankee, as might be guessnr, soon sets his inventive genius to work
nt, devise a machine to do the work. In icourse, accordingly, a patent eel-skiniese made its appearance, and the inven
took it toFulton Market to introduce
But the fish merchants were not satisii
n- that it was all that was claimed for it.
I worked to a charm, tossing the skinsere one side and dropping the cleaned f

tor into a basket. A man had to turn
at crank, that was all. In their uncertainuo the dealers sent for an old expert in "

re business, "Si" Topping, from down
i Long Island. He looked at it and sai
Swas pretty, but slow, and that he haiSmaclhie in his pocket that could beat
ae ll to pieces. This excited surprise,
he was asked what his machine was.

f "This is it," said Si, bringing out al
knife from his pantaloons.

They laughed at him, of course; ind he wagered-$9 that he could skin a~
a clean more eels in an hour with his kn

t than the inventor could with his pate,
t Th wager was accepted and the matSbegan For half an hour there was artspt. msi's fingers .moved hike mag

Sbl a theoid knife flashed ino
a tntl. At.: te -idof the hall hour

becam e ta t:he only ch'en
. heiting Whb l his tirizngOu. t.Be howe o signs of Ofatiggue, and att

t iift h;a 3 .flished thisdto t e : an had, do
Ih t aiVty, .The ma

ntrniuAvanwent. awa

riveu:ted,-BrF,.kZ
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