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e city of Boston owns 167 pIanos in
tbPublic schools, alued at -49,000.

Figures collected by the American
stirtical Association show that the age

as which people marry is steadily advane.
ltg. The average age of bridegrooms
new is twenty-eight, and twenty-five for
the brides.

Long marches have been added to the
training of the French infantry. The,
we also exercised in the practice o
banbag trains for the transportation a
tr8 ps, and the rapidity with which thel
get in and out is admirabie.

SWelshmen want to attract special at-
tention to their nationality, during one
week of the World's Fair, by means of
national games, music by Welsh bands,
ua4 competitions for 0,00oo4, in prime
whik >they promise. A delegation of
iaia.etial Welshmen has asked Director
aneral Davis to designate a week for

that purpose.

Judge Irving Halsey, in his memorial
addres over the grave of the famous
paer, Tom Hal, in Tennessee recently,
aseAerted that this peculiar stride was
: by horses 2500 years ago in Breece,

SStat th proof of this feet is to be
i~a in the equine figures ona the mar-

hi. tiolen from the Parthenon by Lord

' The IsAants feaotitutin obserres: In
4$ we had $52 per 'capita %i circula-

r and the failures of.that year were
, with $47,333,000 llabilitities.
wes had less tha $7 per capita

a, ,snd tere were 13,277
that year amounting to •812,-

S. so when we have plenty of
aireuatatio the -country is pros-

but when the circulation is con'
c.: b.eiess interests go to
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APPLE BLOSSOM&

We stood within the •--ht-rd glooeo,
In youth and otrage high,

The apple boughs in clustered bloom
Were just a nearer sky!

And one, a maiden in her pride,
A quaint old ditty sang,

With glance, half shy, at him beulde;
And thus the burden rang:

O true heart,'tislong to part!
Apple boughs are gay,

Sweet buds grow, blossoms blow;
Thou art still away.

One lingered, when they turned to go
Whose path lay o'er the sea;

A look, a ki, a whisper low
And plighted fat Wete we.

He would return to claim my love
When spring buds opened again;

And distant came, beyond the grov4
The woods of that refrain:

O true heart 'tis long topartl
Apple boughs are gay;

Sweet buds grow, blossoms blow;
Thou art still away.

A ring upon my finger shone,
He vanished in the shade;

And the sweet stars looked gently down
Upon a happy maid.

That ring is like a star at night;
And in my loneliness

The pressure of-its circlet light
Has seemed a soft cares.

O true heart, 'tis long to part!
Apple boughs are gay,

Swemt bu4s grow, blossoms blow;
That art still away.

* * ** *

I stand within the orchard's close,
Beneath the guardian trees;

And thrice the apple blossoms' anows
Have goated to the bleese

The summer glows, the red slea~ e ft
The winter hearth-fires ba;n;

Spring comes, bt deier to my call
Or prayr dost thou return!

O tree heart, 'tis long to part!
Apple boughs are gay,

Sweet buds glow, blossom blow;
Thou art still away.

They amy one should be patient; yet,
If gropng lost in night

Forever, can the soul forget
!Theloveliness of light?

Isometnies think that in you sky
Thou art-so far from mel

And then, when I to God would cry,
I cry, instead to youa

o ue heart 'long to part
Apple bughs are gay,

Sweet buds grow. bloseomshlow;
Thou art still away.

To ai to jet, to walk my wa
Ob, that is ot for mei

To live till I am old and gray, aAnde'er thy face to see.
Thy voice! O eve, art thou a trdiuat tt

By God in pitygiven .
Clap, clasp me lose, lest. fojr extreme a0

Should open the gates ofheaseI
o truseeart, noa meto part -

Aple boughsare•gay, C
Sweet bads grow, blossonsblow, el

Where ourad feeta stray..'-5zbe tiJ s Thsarn Boboa 2ilwawaC dI
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feet on the gravel; and then there was a
knock at the door.

A tall man stood without,his garments
clinging to him m wet folds and the
water running from them in streams.
The old man help up the candle to his
face and saw a prominent nose and a pair
of keen eyes under a wide hat, and for

.the rest there was a handsome, rather
benevolent, mouth, and a mesa of au.
burn beard. The man was a stranger to
him.

"Good evening, sir," he said, in a
bluff, hearty voice. "May I come in and
get dry? Such a ducking I haven't had
since I fell off Freehaven Dock, long ago.
Will you allow such a wet rat In your
house?"

"Yes, come in," -Perry replied; and
ushering the stranger into the room, he
brought some kindlings and light wood,
with which he soon made a fire in the
fireplace.

The stranger took off his coat and vest,
and squeezed the water from them, hung
them on a chair, and addressed himself
to the drying of his extremities. The old
man looked on in moody silence, and the
stranger was compelled to iriake the first
advances.

"A nice place you have here, I should
think. I saw it from the bottom of the
bhill, before the storm came up."

"Who are you?" Perry abruptly
asked. "Do you come here on any busi.
neest Have you anything to do with
that lascal Murch, who has robbed me of
all my property? Idon't know, sir; per- i
haps I do you an injustice; but I have
become embittered against everybody. 1
I'll ask you kindly, if you came here I
spying for Issas Murch, to leave peace-
ably-and now."

"On my honor, then, sir," replies the
other, much surprised at the questions,
"I don't know anything of Murch, and
I'm above spying for him or anybody. I
came into Freehaven, down below here,
this afternoon, in the steamboat, and ex-
pected to walk over to Westlock before
the rain came on. I got caught, and I
made for the first shelter I saw, but if
you'd rather I would go"----

"No, no," interrupted Perry; "I
wouldn't turn a dog out into the storm,
Mnch less a huita•i being. Stay till you
are dry, and the rain is over; and that, I d
think, won't be before morning. I'll f
give you a bed." P

Finding the old iman but little inclined
to talk, the stranger bade his host good t
night and went to the room- assigned to t'
him. ti

It was then about ten o'clock. The
storm was at its height, and it continued
for an hour longer, when it abruptly
ceased. The suddenness of its cessation
aroused the occupant of -the room, and
wearied with his stress of emotion, he
took his candle and ascended the stairs.
He bad no heart for anything but his
own dreadful misery; and he would pro-
bably have forgotten the presence of a
stranger in his house but for a ray of
light issuing from the keyhole of the
bsaiber which he had bade him take.

IRandolph Perry paused, and merely
obeying a sudden impulse, stopped and
placed his eye at the hole. He had not
the least curiosity about this man, and
his act was certainly without motive.
-But his eye had but singled out his guest
fro, the other objects in the room when
hecaoeentrated his attention upon him
with the grhatest eagerness. He saw him
alttang by the table, his back to the door,<ad the candle before him. Four or five
piles of ran notes, new and cfackling,
wear before bim;aand he counted them
over rpidly, replacing them all in an
llda wallot beseahes his pillow. In
afew suusesis more the light was ex-
egisand the heavy breathing of
ileper waseBard.
. mi did the istener gain his own

ro; and as he stood there he was a
n itraast ed! Oculd he have seen

Sown -face at 'that moment he must
have hane terrifed at the fiendish pas-

Sha peered out from it. He
aphis bowed shoulders; his

esethrlt alesos, liopeles eprea.-)Mand bur)ed with a baleful light;:ae wa shblrlled, wrinkled cheeksi
.i l wish the shm. of the dmdful

F i 0adop rstm ea tated murder.
larrib resoidon formed,

thone au qspid reede4 to Its ac
hureau drawer
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"I am the owner of the mortgage, and,
I am able and willing to punish you for
your cruelty to this old man."

And seizing the agent by his coat-
collar with a grip of iron, the strong man
spun him about like a top-slamming
him with no gentle force against the wall
till the breath was knocked out of his
body; and then opening the door, he cast
him out into the wet grass. A minute
later the crestfallen agent rose and limped
out to his chaise sore and bruised and
humbled in feelings. It was his first and
last visit td Woodhamptdi.

The stranger reclosed the door and
knelt beside the astonished old man and
took his hands.

"Don't you know me, father?" he
asked in a trembling voice. "Will you
take back your prodigal son who de-
serted you so cruelly? I never was bad
at heart, father; it was Robinson Crusoe,
more than anything else, that made me
run away. I've come back now, after
years of wandering, with money enough
for both of us. I've paid the mortgage,
and I want to live with you here, at
Woodhampton. My heart has been
yearning to you ever since I set foot ii the
house; I've bebnu ready td reveal myself a
dozen times, but it faltered oni my lips.
Forgive me now, father; forgive me,
and let us dwell in peace and forget ame
past."

His voice failed him and his head sank
on his father's knee, and the glad old
man bent over him with streaming eyes,
fondly smoothing his hair and faltering,
"God has given me of His bounty when
Ideserved His curse. May my Father in
heaven and my' son on earth forgive
me 1"

laklng Beef Extract.

We may, for convenience, divide the
factory into three departments: First,
pressing; second, bottling, and third,
finishing. To the first of these, supplies
of the choicest parts of the ox are brought
in the morning of every working day
straight from the shambles. It is at
once cut up into succulent steaks, each
of which get a slight sprinkling of table
salt, is then inclosed in a new muslin
bag and an outer canvas bag, and with
dozens more is placed between the per-
forated metallic plates of an hydraulic
press.

When the company commenced work
they were content with a press which
took a charge of about 100 steaks at a
time, but they have had to meet a greater
consumption than gas anticipated, so
that lately they have installed an exceed-
ingly powerful press, which would do
perfectly for making bales of cotton,
and this is tested to give a pressure of
400 tons.

When the pile of steaks is put on the
receiver the whole is Eurrounded with a
jacket (iced in the suifimer) and the
pressure applied.

We need not follow the process too
minutely; it is so simple. The juice as
it is collected is mixed with an innocu-
ous preservative, set aside for a month to
clear, and then transferred to the bottling
department: Here the liquor is filled in-
to bottles by a siphon arrangement, so
that the liquid comes into contact with
as little air as possible; and the bottles
when filled are transferred to a separate
building, where they are corked, cap-
sualed, labeled and boxed:

Our traveler observed that a girl ex-
amined each battle before it was psaeed
on to the capsuler, and any one which
showed aspect of suspended matter or

-was in the least cloudy was set aside.
It was explained that this is part of

the principle of the manufacture; the
liquor is the pure juice of beef, and in
order that it may keep, the most rigid
attention must be given to exclude for-
eign matter from it, and as far as onr
representative could judge, the principle
was adhered to throughout. And what
becomes of the pressed steaks? Well,
they are like cardboard when they come
out of the press and as dry as a stick.- 4
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1, SCIENTIFIC AND INDVSTRIIAL

Electrical tanning is satisfactory.
An Itali-n has invented a new fuel

n prepared from lignite. It has been satis-g factorily used for running locomotives.

The largest telescopic lens ever ground
in this country is now in course of polish-
t ing at Greenville, Penn. It measures
e thirty and one-half inches in diameter,

five and one-eighth inches in thickness.
The application of the microscope to

machine shop practice, for the purpose
of proving whether surfaces are true, is
a pronourmced by experts as being the best

method of obtaining accuracy thus far
suggested.

An apparatus for testing the smelling
capacities of individuals was recently ex-
hibited in Paris. It is said to determine
the weight of odorous vapor existing in
a given quantity of air. The invention
is called the olfactometer.

A man named Jones, of Cardiff,
Wales, is said to have patented a sewing
machine without shuttle or bobbin. The
thread is supplied directly from two
ordinary spools and sews through the
assistance of a rotary looper.

Moulds for casting iron cal only b3
made in sand. Iron and other metallic
moulds chill the iron, and it does not
fill well. The great heat at which iron
melts will burn any other material, or
will stick so as to break the mould.

One of the novelties at the St. Pan-
cras Exhibition, in London, lately, was
a sausage machine, driven by electric
motor. In conjunction with this m-t-
chine it has been proposed to employ
an electric heating attachment, whereby
the savory dish can be delivered cookei.

A successful exhibition was given in
Philadelphia recently, of the system of
storage batteries for propelling passen-
ger iailway cars, as introduced by Messrs.
Wright & Starr. A special feature of
the new system is the recharging of the
batteries by a retrograde movement of
the motor.

The run from Baltimore to Phila-
delphia of the Royal Blue Line Express I
is made behind what is said to be the c
largest engine in this country. It weighs
187,000 pounds, and runs on four driv- r
ing wheels six feet six inches in diam. -
eter. It is black, without a particle o- a
bright color about it.

A new method of ventilating railway C
carriages and preventing dust from en- o
tering with the air has appeared in I
France. The more quickly the train v
moves the more rapidly the apparatus 5
works. The air is niadd to traverse a n
receptacle containing water, which cools I
It and relieves it of dust, after which it p
goes through another fiAering before en-
tering the carriage.

State Entomologist Lintner, who was
summoned to Catskill recently, to examine ij
a new pest which was ruining the pear I
crop of that place, finds that an area S
three miles in diameter has been occu- '
pied by the most dangerous fruit pest k
that has visited the State in years. It o
Isthe Diplosis Pyrivora, or pear midge, a
which is common in Europe, but first a
made its appearance in this country ten o
years ago at Meriden, Conn. s8

The great electric searchlights of the is
modern man-of-war may have an offen- tl
sive as well as defensive value. There ti
was a sham attack upon Cherbourg the a
other day, by a squadron of the French ai
navy, and during the manmuvres the ir
torpedo boat Edmond Fontaine was run T
into by a cruiser and sent to the bottom. ti
Her officers report that they were so aI
dazzled by the sbarchlight of one cruiser cl
that they were utterly unable to see the re
ship that struck them, and so could ly
make no effort to get out War way. hi
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A Beard Seven Feet Long.
Henry O. Cook, a tailor of this city,

says a letter from Connecticat to the
Chicago 2imws, has probably the long-
eat beard of many man in the world. It
is seven feet, two or three inches long.

Mr. Cook is a small,
wiry, withered mae,
only five feet, six inches
tall, as the tail of his
beard, ,hen he lets it
fall in ALntof him, trails
about .two feet on the
ground. He did not.let th beard grow so
long in•order to excite
curious attention, butr was indifferent about it,
or, as it -choose to keep
on growing, he just let
it grow. It Is now over
thirty ye•ssold, a water.
fall of dark, silky hnr.
What -notoriety it has

raought to him is very
distasteful to Mr. Cook,
who i sone of th quiet.
ei4 msot retiring menin
the world, never bother-
le his head about any-

'oon's XAM Iag in public life. In
his dark tt l Ire tes anent town
he labors mtI 'sdilly, in the old.tinme
iMasiy.mwaj, for a certain line of old-

fasonedmtomars, .e•les of his, who
~th as at •eitrnmadennobtrausav e him.
salt. He h.a scissored and heasted anad
swed a sng litle fortune for himself,
and s.1 the tLme he beard kept growing
lei o+ly and notarutsively. After the

Mr. Cok tucked itin st his shirt,
it va e fastear I there. fiutit
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lights of tis to the
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before a c aed
great wad of :totoi th of
Mleab% and as ter two at it,
ted t a.)lmwe seeni lowwd to'his
1t* a t t aelunished, but
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Ripening by Electricity.
Major Frank McLaughlin of Oroville,

who, by the way, is one of the largestI orange and olive grawers in Butte County,

has hit upon a novel feature in the culti-
vation of the orange. He has been ex-Sperimenting for a year past with electri-

city, and has concluded to employ that
agency in maturing his fruit. He claims
that a fine wire wound about the trunk
from tree to tree and connected with a
battery of a few jars of chemical elec-
tricity, will suffice for 100 trees; that the
expense Will not exceed five cents per
tree, and that the result will be a larger
crop and earlier fruit by several weeks.
The idea is a new and novel one, whether
practical we are not prepared to say.

Mr. McLaughlin claims other fruits can
be greatly accelerated by this method
also. It is an experiment that will no
doubt be watehed with great interest by
our horticulturists, and who kdows but
what by the use of electricity we may
not be able to ripen our fruits several
weeks earlier than we do at present. Our
present system of pruning and propaga-
tion produces the earliest bearing results,
now we must look for an early maturing
agency. The electric theory would seem
to be able to drive the sap and substance
to the top of the tree faster than nature's
laws, and thus produce an earlier fruit-
ing.-Sulter (Ca?.) Farmar.

Something of Teias's Bigness.

"I live in the greatest State in the
Union," said Richard M. Anderson, of
San Antonio, Texas, at the Metropolitan
Hotel in New York City, "and from what
I know of her resources I think her ex-
hibit at the World's Fair in Chicago will
astonish the people of the United States.;
The largest wheat fatm in this country
outside of California is situated in the
Panhandle of Texas, oi what is known as
West Texas. It comprises 10,000 acres
on the railroad, ten miles east of Colo-
rado, and is owned by a company of
some of the best known capitalists of
Dallas, Fort Worth and Colorado. This
immense tract of land lies high and al-
most level, while the soil is rich and
deep, with hardly any timber. The farm
is ten miles wide, extends forty miles
north and south, and. is all being fitted
for cultivation. The work is principally
done by twelve immense gang plows,
which turn eight furrows at one time.
Our cotton crop last year was something
over 1,500,000 bales and there were
180.000,000 bushels of corn. We have
within our borders 7,500,000 cattle, 4,-
500,000 sheep, 1,400,,00 horses and
mules, and other things in proportion.
Texas is a great State."--•St. Louis Re.
public.

&aTtaneAos.

Snow-slides play a greater part in shap-
ing the Himalayas, according to Colonel
H. C. B. Tanner, and officer of the Indian
Survey,than geologists generally suppose.
This author has encountered four distinct
kinds of avalanche. The first, and most
common, is the precipitation of a mass of
new snow from slopes too steep to retain
more than a limited quantity. These
occur generally in winter and early
spring. The second kind of avalanche
is the old snow, loosened by the heat of
the sun. They may be heard through3ut
the summer and autumn, and, though
usually not of great extent or weight,
are dangerous from the unexpected and
irregular manner in which they slide of.
The third kind can only be seen when
the mountains are of peculiar structure,
and are really ice and not snow avalan-
ches. They are of very constant occur-
rence in some localities, more particular-
ly where small glaciers are situated
high up on the crest of mountains, and
are gradually pushed over the edge. The
fourth kind was seen by Colonel Tanner
but once, and not known to have been
described before. It is very curious, be-
ing the movement of billions of snow-
balls, about the size of one's head, which,
in a stream a mile and a half long,
slowly wound down the upper part of an
elevated valley an the Gilgit-Darel Moan-
tains. How this form of avalanche
originates, or how the snow is rolled up
into the countless, balls, is a mystery,.
Trenton (N. J.) American.

Pickpockets Are Born.
A man must have the physical endow-

ment to be a pickpocket, just as a man
must have a certain mental endowmens
to be a poet, says a noted criminal in the
St. Louis Globe-Democrat. The lining of
the pocket must be taken hold of about
an inch from the top on the inside. It
must be drawn up easily and quickly at
the same time.

Not more tihan half a dozen move-
ments of the, fingers should be necessary
to get the lining out far enough: With
the lining, of course, will come the
pocketbook, and this should never be
touched by the fingers until it is almost
ready to drop into the hand of the. thief.

Some experts never touch the book
until it is in the hard. Now, the fingers
to do this shouid be slender; not neces-
atily long, but thin and flexible, and
the best pickpockets are those whose

n-ger ends are naturally moist.

KAHN & LEVY}
General Commission .Merhants.

11i Poydias St., niear Camp,
New Oirean?, Li. P. 2` Bs`3 001,

Crn nment8 rif 1;onglh ]?Ice, IrileaW; OW and all COZI t; 'y Piodijee r*lea l1 fly,
Biieiiled. I'- 4",ct~' cciai GlC'.tili It piiia

to p atreizng gooeds vf all kiibr.%.
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OPELOUSAS

Female Institu
OPELOUSAS, ST. LANDRY PARIBg,

This Institution is undenomiuationa
tical and progressive. Dibeiplne B•l
based on sound principles ennobling..and,
veloping character. Honor and self
promoted. Meothods of training and
thorough. Tee curriculum prcpares
pupil for University or practical life.
tiflcates and Diplomas conflrred. B
comfortable and commodiopa Pat
sollcited. For further partic_ ars2

MRS. M. M. HAYES. r

LEONCE E. LITTEL.
QIVII ENGINEER AND SURVERy,

Office Corner Court and Bellevaegft'

OPELOUSAS, - .

R. D. ESTILETTf. J •. L.
ESTILETTE & D[ypl]

-ATTORNEYS AT LAW-

Office corner of Court and Vin, a
OPELOUSAS, LA.

W. C. PERRAUL,
Nttorney .and Co aelor at
NOTARY PUBLIC AUnD AUCTION , h ..n

OPELOUSAS, LOUISIA•
Will give prompt attention to all b

mess entrusted to him.

C. D. STE WART,
CONTrACTOR, CARPENTER & Bi

Will contract for the erection of
ings of all kinds, furnishing all
if desired. Work done promptly sa
reasonable rates. Orders through
pos'ofice given prompt attentiou. Z>
timates and plans furnished.
special facilities for obtaining IhabI
at Reduced Rates, I will give my pd.
ron 0 the benefit of the same.

LUCIUS G. DUPRE,
A fSTRACTOR,

Notary Public & .Auctio
OPELOUSAS, LA

'ffice with Kenneth Baillio, A
i " Ail business entrusted him

receiveprompt attentiomn.

Dr. J. A. Derbannt
Dentist,

WASHINGTON, - - "

All calls from the Country wilR
promptly answered.

DR. . K. IRI
entist,

OPELOUSA8 -

Office: On Market stre-.t near
House Opclousas.

MONTROSS H
BILOXI, MIss.

Open Summer and Winte
-- Largesat, -

Best Appointed and MoB•
Resort on tke Cqutf Coast.

Apartments, Tab!e and Service UnTp

PURE OCEAN AI;:; t"' 17 'I't ,AT

For full particulars addrssa

P. . MOWriROWa. Prp' ; BIlOXr

BOURBON HOUE
J. CAUTREAUX, PnoJprn

RIooms and BD

HOTEL DENEOHA
NEW ORLEANS, LN.s

56 TO 64 CARONDELET ST

Centrally Located near Cotton Exc

LARGE -,AND . AIRY .

Take the street cars at the de
the driver will put you out nasr the

E. NORTH OTULLO

Attorney-at-La w,
Office in Opelousas,

Will practice in all the Courtsi
and Federal, held in Opelouss
Crowley.

JOHN H. OLAR
PHOTOGRAPH

181 Canal Street, nZ . door to .

Nuw ORmiAsX.

Old Ptographs and Dagu
any siz and eolor in all

Having established in New
nearly thirty years ago, the first
graph Gallery in the South, he
remained in the same house. F
sending ptures to copy can
having themn done in the finest t ,
artistce manner.

H. D. LA itAD
Tinsmith.

Bellevue Street, near the BrtdMu

OPELOUSBAS, LA.

All kinds tof Tin, Copper and S
work done on short notice and at

Outt erIngand repairing a
repairs evaporator

B. A. LITTELL,
Phrayeloan and Surg

Office at Littell's Drug Store, M
OPE LOUSA$.

Dr. A. J. Beroier,

DENTIST,
Office corper Landry and Union

OPELOUSASB, LA.
He uses the new local anaesthetidwO

caine" in painful operations with
tra charge,

w 'Attorney at La
PBLOUSAS, DA.

OfQice oi Landry street, be
utt a Marlket streest


