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INVESTIGATING THE PUBLIC ROAD CONTRACTS
NEWS FROR THE NATIONAL

CAPITAL

Aldrich Bill Will Probably Be
Passed by the Senate This Week
-Other News of Interest.

The purpose of the Hearst
League, or Independent League,
as it prefers to be called, is still the
occasion of some anxiety and some
curiosity to Democratic leaders in
Washington. They are at a loss to
understand Mr. Hearst's -purpose
in spending untold sums of mopj L
to promote this movement in a-
tional politics. At one time they
thought they had found the solu-
tion in the theory that Mr. Hearst
purposed to hold his convention
after the Republican ind before
the Democratic national cdhven-
tions, and to endorse himself for
President with the purpose of op-
posing Mr. &ryan at Denver. It
is now officially announced, how-
ever, that the Independence Lea-
gue Convention will follow the na-
tion conventio43 of both of the
othe arties, and the political
prognoticators in the national
capital are once more at sea.
There has been a rumor in circ'u-
lation here to the effect that it was
the purpose of Mr. Hearst to have
his League endorse Theodore
Roosevelt for President, irrespect-
ive of what action might be taken
bh the other conventions, and this
rumor is no more welcome to the
Republicans than to the Il4mo-
crats. Those who maintain that
this is the real intent of the Hearst
organization say that he believes
that by nominating Mr. Roose-
velt his party can poll a vote so
large as to make it a central figure
in all future national equations,
even though nothing else is accom-.
plished this year, and ii support of
their theory they poinfto the fact
that recent editorials in the Hearst
newspapers have been far more
ittering to Mr. Roosevelt than

ever befqre., and that from con-
demnati3 they have changed to
praise. Of course, .no such action
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Grand Jury To Get After
Road Contractbr's

Shabby (Condilion of RoIlds in Some Setiolns Due to Negligence
Not to a La;ck of Funds--'l'hI Jury Makes a

Report to Judge Lewis

The Grand Jury, in its recent
written report to Judge Lewis, has
touched upon a subject that
ought to be near and dear to every
St. Landrian. It has called the at-
tention of the Court to' the fact
that the public roads in solne sec-
tions of the parish are in a'leplor-
able condition, and this in face of
the fact that there are ample
funds with which to carry on the
work. In truth, the funds are uti-
liz'ed all right, but the results are
not at4ill commensurate with the
cost, that is, in some portions of
the p#ish.

The Grand Jury has undertaken
an investigation of this matte ?
and proposes to bring before t&
bar of justice all who feast
on the public road fund without
giving the necessary quid pro quo
in the shape of work. The Jury, in
its report, somewhat tersely, but
truthfully asserts that the road
contractors should be taught that
the public pay taxes for other pu-
poses than to support them in idl!
ness, and we trust that this" very
salutary lesson will be adminis-
tered should tW investigation de-
velop the pecessity Qlft.

The people of St.' Landry are

they are becoming scared. One
of them, Senator W rner of Mis-
sounir'who prctica ' coducted
the prosecutio and examined the
negro witness as well as the
white ones, has decided to intro-
duce a bill $roviding that the
President m•: restore to the army
and give back pay to any negro
soldier who can prove his entire
innocence of having had a part in
the assault, to the satisfaction of
the War Department. This is, of
course, a far better measure than
the Foraker bill which provides
th he President must restore all
the discharged negroes, innocent
and guilty alike, but then Mr.
Fo~kr kinows perfectly well that
his bill will never pFs, will never
even be reported froiW the Commit-
tee and he is merely seeking to
vent his spleen agairst Roosevelt
and Taft. Incidentally, the fact
Ithat the Republican State Con-
vention of Missouri, which in-
strijted its delegates for Taft,
elected four neapoes as alternates
to the conventido?, may have also
been the result of Mr. Warner's
anxiety.

Senator Owen of Oklahoma made
a splendj' imprassion in the Senate
last' ) when he debated the Al-
drich bill, which, by the way, will
probably be passed by the Senate
this week. Mr. Owen exhibited a
perfect command of language and
a fine presence when he made his
maiden speech. Later, however,
he, unfortunately, advocated an
amendment to the Indian Ap-
propriation bill which would oper-
ate to remove all the restrictions
which Congress has placed around
the transfer of his lands by-the In-
dian, legislation based on the idea
that the Indian is not yet compe-
tent to deal with white men and
prt loods without getting cheat-
ed. Mr; Owen took the ground that
ji as the Indians of the

ivhiized Tribes had been ab-
b'y the State of Oklahoma,

they were no longer Indians, but
citizens of the United States. The
unortui te feature of the af-
fair wa that Senator Owen has se-

cud ptions on about three
thand acres of the finest land
iO hom:which he is seeking to

h from the! Indians at
ices which the Secretary of the

-itiior maintains are merely hom-
i Under. these circumstances,

new Snator lost i one day

assessed with a vehicle and per
capita tax, the proceeds of which
go exc&usively toward the mainte-
nance and repair of the public
roads. The tax yields quite a
handsome sum annually, and is en-
tirely adequate to put and keep
the public roads in thorough good
order. It is, therefore, but natural
to expect our roads to be in at
least a passable condition, yet
from many sections of the parish
com4 the reports that bog holes,
dilapadated bridges and imperfect
drai4age have rendered them well
nig = impassable. This condition
shod not be, and the Grand
Jur[ has done well toOok into the
mater. But, gentlemen, let the in-
ves •tion be an investigation;
the subject is an important one,
and worthy of consideration, and
if we can't ferret out the Sunday
law violators, the gamblers, the
blind tiger keepers, all the slot
machine operators (not a chosen
few), a modicum of the white pis-
tol toters, the violators of the law
against selling liquor to minors,
and a last of other flagrant trans-
gressors of the laws, why let us, by
alleans, get the public roads
grafter.

alllhe ground he had gained in the
Senate on the day previous.

The President has sent to the
Senate thirteen treaties framed at
the Haguefonvention. Eleven of
the it is said, will be ratified
wit• objection, but two will
mee ith strong Democratic op-
pos'' n, and possibly with oppo-
sitio from the majority. The two
which are found objectionable are
that dealing with prize courts and
that practically enunciating the
Dragc doctrine.

SUPE1EME COURl ONS

Among the opinions 'by
the State Supreme t last
Monday, are fou• the Toflowing
of local interest: ',j

Opelousas NationaY Bank vs.
Jules Perrodin. In re Jules Per-
rodin praying, etc. It is ordered
adjudged and decreed that the
judgment of the Court of Appeal
here made the subject of review
be annulled, avoided and reversed
and that the judgment of the Dis-
trict Court be amended, in, that it
is now adjudged and decreed that
the boundary line between the
property of the plaintiff and that
of the defendants be, and the
same is, hereby fixed upon the
line of the present fence now di-
viding said properties, say 193
feet, 4 inchejfrom the Southwest
corner of the square No. 11, in
I eh said properly is located.
I'Thrther adjudge~anddecreed
that the costs of the appeal and
of this application be paid by
plaintiff and that those of the Diss
trict Court be divided in the pro-
porti of one-half to plaintiff and
one-half to defendants.

Opelousas, Gulf & Northeastern i
Railway Co., vs. St. Landry Cot-
ton Oil Company. It is ordered
that the verdict and judgment
appealed from be amended by
increasing the amount awarded
to the defendant to the total sum
of twenty-one hundred and nin-
ty-six dollars ($2,196.,) and that '

as thus amended said verdict'%l
judgment.be affirmed at the eas
of the plaintiff and appellee. It
is further ordered that the parishi
of St. Landry pay all costs occa-
sioned by its appeal as a third
party.

Joseph and William Jefferson
in "The Rivals" at Sandoz Opera
House on Friday, March 13th.

ST. LANDY)RSI" , O1'
GOVEI•NOIR MANIERS

Local Friends and Admirers of the
Democratic Nominee Are the

% Donors.

Judge L. J. Dossmann on Mon-
day shipped to Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor J. Y. Sanders at Franklin, a
handsome saddle horse, the gift of
a number of St. Landry friends
and admirers of the Democratic
nominee. The animal is a magni-
ficent specimen of horse flesh, and
had been ridden by Governor
Sanders on the day of the recep-
tion accorded him at lynice last
October and greatly adfnired by
him. The horse was purchased by
the donors from special Police
Officer Harry Williams of this city,
who raised him from a colt. The
animal is of a beautiful dark bay
color with black mane and tail
and is a splendid saddle horse.

The following is Judge Doss-
mann's letter accompanying the
gift:

"Your friends and admirers of
St. Landry pari" have delegated
to me the pleasure of presenting to
you 'Van R.,' the horse which you
rode in the Eunice Sa•lders par-
ade. ' 

"They beg me to assure you
that it affords them much pleas-
ure in tendering to you this slight
token of the high esteem in which
you are held by them, and on my
part, I consider it an honor to
serve as the intermediary.

"I ship the horse to Franklin
today.

"Hoping that 'Van R.' will
prove an object of usefulness as
well as a source of remembrane of
the confidence and esteem of your
friends in Empire St. Landry, I
am, as ever, Your friend,

"L. J. DOSSMANN."
Governor Sanders has ac-

cepted the horse with many thanks
and will take
after his inaugut
will keep it during his incum
as Governor.

GRATIFYING PROGRESS

Grand Knight W. J. Sandoz of
the Knights of Columbus returned
from New Orleans Wednesday,
where he had been for the past
week on busine and pleasure.
One of the obj c' of his visit to
the Crescent Cit~•as to purchase
a porti he. niture for the
new Kni• •Y olumbus home.
We are informed that he pur-
chased a thousand dollars' worth
of furniture to be used in fitting
out the reception room at the
home, and that as funds are ma-
terialized the other apartments of
te Council's quarters will be pro-
vided with the necessary furnish-
ings. The local council purposes to
equip its homesas elaborately as
possible, and will leave no stone
unturned to do so. Its new build-
ing will be completed and ready
for occupancy by the first of May,
and with imposing ceremonies, the
Knights will take possession of the
structure about that time.

A SHOOTING

On last Monday afternoon, fol-
lowing a quarrel, Mrs. E. M. Turner
attempted to kill her husband, E.
M. Turner, by shooting at 'him
with a pistol at the corner of
Bellevue and Union streets, but,
fortunately, for him, all the shots
went wild, and he'escaped un-
scathed.

Turner was arrested and charged
with disturbing tl iQace, but
paid his fine Tuesday morning and
was released.

Mrs. Turner waq arrested, but no
charge was made, and consequent-
ly-was released in a few moments.

agreement. of parties the
final prosecution was sus-

p-ided'on the condition that Mrs.
Turner leave town within ten days.

Mr. Turner is a conductor on
the Frisco lines, and bears an ex-
cellent reputation among the rail-
road men and others who are ac-
quaintewith him. It is said that

suit for a divorce at
1aC y date.

Lewis Gets
Damages

IL.ILlOiAD RESPON4S!BLE
FOIR DEPRE'IATION

Suit Brought By Lewis et al vs.

the Frisco is Decided in

Favor of Plantiffs

A case of more than ordinary
importance was decided by Judge **
ad hoc W. C. Perrault, in the dis-
trict court last Wednesday morn-
ing. The suit was one by W. B.
Lewis, et als., against the Colorado
Southern, New Orleans and Pacific
Railroad, for damages growing
out of the alleged illegal exercise
of the company's franchise to
con uct its railroad along Cheney
stre• e plaintiff alleged,
among oth hings, that the com-
pany had i ally appropriated
to its use thewhole of Cheney
street, when it had not been ac-
corded, and could not have legally 4
been accorded, the exclusive use
thereof. That the use of said
street by the company served to
utterly destroy its usefulness as a
public throughfare, and absolutely
deprived plaintiff of the means
of egress from or ingress to his
property. That by reason of
these and other elements o
damage the saleable and rental
value of his property was greatly
diminished, if not wholly destroy-
ed, and the monetary considera-
tion demanded for the injuries im-
posed was fixed at $3,000.--

In an exhaustive written opin-
ion Judge Perrault held that the
railroad company was legally en-
titled to the use of the street,
same having been authoritatively
granted to it by the Board of
Aldermen of the city of Opelousas,
but that in the exercise 4 this

rivilege by the company du •_qe-
must be had to the rl .t~~ :

us property owners and
e public in general, and what-

ever damages that may be in-
flicted upon them in the exercise
thereof must be compensated.
The court reviewed the evidence
tending to establish the amount
of damages sustained by thb
plaintiff and held that the proper
measure was the difference be-
tween the actual market value of
the property before the construc-
tion of the railroad along Cheney
street, and the present value
thereof, which, in this instance,
in the opinion. of the court, could
be equitably estimated at $1000.
Judgment was accordingly ren-
dered in favor of plaintiff for that
amount.

The above case is the first of a
series of suits filed against th'e
railroad company by the property
owners a!?ng Cheney street, all
predicated on the same right and
cause of action.

The Police Jury on Tuesday
voted down a resolution offered
by Capt. Samuel Haas of Chicot,
providing that the rate of parish
taxation for the year 1909 be
fixed at ten mills on the dollar,
two and one-half mills of the levy
to be set aside in- aid of the pro-
posed new State Normal School
in the event same is established in
St. Landry. The resolution cop-
tained the alternative provision
that should the N ool be
not located in this i ta ..
rate of taxation sh
ceed eight mills. The purpe
Captain Haas in introducing Z?"
resolution was to pledge mateit
aid in support of the school
should our ~ parish be fortunate
enough to secure the institution,
and, on the other hand, to guaran-
tee a reduction of the parochial
taxes should the excess stipulated
be not required in aid of the Nor-
mal School, which would be the
case if St. Landry failed to secure
it. It app that the Jury re-
jected the iposition on the
ground that it was too far in ad-
vance to attempt to fix the rate of
taxation for next year, and pre-
ferred to leave the matter to the
members of the new Jury who
will assume the duties of office.
next May.


