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ON. T. H. LEWIS
ON, DIVISION

ines Against Dividing
:Line Prqposed--Would

1-e Almnost Ruinous
to Old Parish

Times-Democrat has re-
from Hon. Thos. .I. Lewis
ousas the following State-

n opposition to the division
andrv parish along the line
d byte enabling act of the

the proposed line is who y
unjust and indefeasible,
fritly and publicly

and never denied. No line
St. Landr3 arish; in

i or can be just, unless the
from east to west, be-
such , line will assign
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'ri ntory if" due propor-
the tpinhsbita*bt nd a:ti-
le sv amp aiea. Of.tee 340

miles of swamp area in .tie
nly forty square miles lies

"i.angeline, 30l # square
. ing to the :i•er par-

nly l fab ftbe tim-
s on it, d which iill be

ent sawmill men within
ten years. "Tuiea gatr
If that swamp 4r1a wl
-ne of little, if any, tax-
.. and much of it will go

state. An east-and-
e would traverse that

area at right angles, and
o to' apIopsd new par-

proportion of that eom-
valueless tertitory.
the kenling act not

to i new
t i most eligible
~a parish, near-

shigi land, suit-
i and cultiva-

m the mother
130 square

tr afl -itof.

6 ~lgta20
-` th~e

ments, the bridges, "•Xdways,
drainage and public works will fall !
into neglect and decay. The main- 4
tenance of the public schools, c
which now depend t4 a consider- c
able extent upon'l oc xation, 1
will so suffer seriously fot lack of 1
adeq ~te support. Now, te entire I
farmg territpry embraed within i
the her parish is devoted al-
mo xeiusiyely to the culture
cotton as a source of revenu di
support to the people, and to en- c
able them to support the burden of c
ta-atiqn The problem of paying I
the •axes now imposed is a serious i
and distessing one to many, very i
i hny, hundreds of our land-own-f

er•.*a4arners. How much more 1
unbearable will be the prospect of 1
an increase of the hburden of tax- 1
ation now that the boll weevil has c
practically destroyed the revenue- 1
producing crop of the old parish.

Lastly, the proposed line of divi- 1
stoirromes within six mniles and a 1

half of the city of . pelousa e 'en
there was no .necessit to lbcaTe it
learer than eleven or twelve miles

from that point, because a straight
line of division running due north
and .uti could have been adopt-
ed, which would not have given to
the proposed new Irish the full
;amoupt of territory yand popula-
tion required by the constitution.
Such t line would have left in the
aid parish several large conmmuni-
ties, which are opposed to being
transferred to the proposed new
parish,. an., at least two of which
communities wou d be farther off
from any county seat that could be
located within the new parish than
they are frn Opelousas, thus, in
so far as t'ese communities are
concerned, contradicting the pre-
tense of the divisionists of giving
to the inhabitants ofthe nw par-
ish :iearer access to the county seat
: Here the inquiry naturally ariqss

What induced the legislature to
adopt such an inequitable and un-
fairolix of division in the enabling
act? I answer that the parochial

of both houses were
informed on this sub-

;, r appeared before both
the presentative of the
Protecve -Association,

set forth in detail most of the
motions to the line ove stated,

qety appealing for justice to
the old commonwealth of St. Lan-
v but my -appeals passed un-

:. e four nemts of the
House from St. Landy, elected by

biih ation withsneof the in-
andidates for parochial
a repidents within the
ew parish, in conjune-

:ith e ti. senators fromz this
rstood solidly together in
; thedemaindsof thediv-
i ,d by their powerful in-

fluene induced both senate and
bon toupport andjvote for thir

oithy many oiihemeU-

t `_ t only the unmstitu-
Sof atha4, butAe h injus-

igairness of line of
diviein ppsel. inence

ft 1ers house
f low members, and of

f istbers of that body,
and ion ev-er
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SUIC4DE OF A
YOUNG GIRL

Kate Demerit Shoots Her-
self With a 38C.C4C ber
a Pistol as She Sto.

.•,LndaT.-* •dhers to leave tSiv

Kate Demerit, a young Italian
girl about seventeen years of age,
committed suicide at the residence
of her brother-in-law, Mike Man-
dino, in South Main street, about
two o'clock Thursday afternoon,
by shooting herself through the
breast with a 38-calibeyistol. It
is said that the girl a:g her sister,
Mrs. Mandino. at whose home sheDive quarreled frequently, and it

is blieved she killed herself in a fit
of ager or despondency following
one of these periodical disagree-
ments. It is known that Kate and
Mrs. Mandino had. a violent quar-
rel the evening preceding the trag-
edy, and also on Thursday shortly
before she killed herself. "
kJudging from the position of the
lody where it fell on the floor, and
other evidences, it is supposed that
the girl was standing before a mir-
ror when she inficPted the wou nd
that caused her death. -T'here was
but onrshot fred which entered
the body about the center of the
chest and came out near the mid-
dle of the back rarging downward.
and death was almos:t insranta-

ElksLett Olticers.

At a meetii of the Elks of ( pe-
lousas last T 'sday ifight, the fol-
lowing officers were elected:

Frank Dimmick, exalted ruler;
Dr. Robt. M. Littell, est. leading'
knight; Charles Ventre, est. loyal
knight; L. Austin Fontenot, est.
lecturing knight; Lorenzo H.Morn-
hinveg, secretary; L. J. Larcad,
treasurer; Fred. Hollier, tyler;
Phil. L. Asher, grand lpdge repre-
sentative; W. C. PerraultGalter-
nate; :Robt. M. Coltrin, trustee.

The new officers of the lodge will
be installed next Tuesday and all
members are cordially invited to
attend. "A good time is prom-
ised "says Uncle Phil.

-- +-------

Nolice to Teachers.

The meeting of the institute
wiibch has been published to take
place on Saturday, April 10th, has
been postponed on account of the
Easter holidays until Saturday,
April 17th, at which time the pub-
lished program will be rendered.

Respectfully,
W. B. PRICOrr.

KNOCKED OUT
The Divisionists Get An-

other Set Back ... The
Court Rules Ajainst

Their F tlon to
Diss4e~ the

Injunction
A large number, of citizens from the surrounding country, rep-

esenting nearly every section of the Empire parish, had gathered
arund the courhouse Friday .evening to hear the result of the case
of theldivisionists in their suit to bond the, injunction filed by the
anti-divisinists against holding the election on the 13th inst.

JiJudge-dwards arrived on• the 6 p. ni. train Friday, and lost
no ti;n l etting down to business. Court was opened about 8 p.
mi 'th session lasted until near midnight." Several matters
were tken up and promply diposed of, but the one of general in-

reast and moit i npoartanee-to our p le-the parish division ques-
on--was no ched until Saturday.afternoon shartly after

S when thejudgeruled the' petition of the divi-
•4p O the injulietio n was .esa
S EjEe of the parish division question for the present at

rrh I -

j

neous. The clothiing •ke the'ed
and the body blisteid an~fwder
burned, indicating that t•e suicide
had held the weapon c~se to herchest when she fired the fatal shot.

On Thursday afternoon CoronerR. M. Littell impanneled a jury
and held an inquest over the body.
Owing to the frequent quarrels and
disagreements between the girl and
Mrs. Mandino and her husband,
there was a suspicion in the minds
of some that possibly the death of
the young woman was attributable
to fou' play, but the coroner's jury,
after hearing the evidence, ren-
dered the verdit that death
was due to a guinshot wound, self
inflicted and with suicidal intent.

The tragic occurrence createdconsiderable exciternent in the
neighborhood,and in a few minutes
a large crowd had congregated at
the scene. The young girl was unu-
sually good looking, and is reputed
to have possessed more than the !
average intelligence of her race,
and other than the reason assigned
there appears to have been no mo-
tive for the rash deed.

L. N. G. Encampment.

I It ij probable that tie encamp-
ment of the'l•fisian a State Na-
tional Guard will begin July 12th,
and continue about ten days. This
will he the first pcanrment in
two years. The enicampmnient of
1908 was not held, owi i, ~ ,e
fact that the Guard ; -without
fuads for this purple. The fiscal
affairs_ of the soldier boys, how-
ever, are in better condition this
year. The enampment will be held
near Alexandria, on the grounds of
the state set aside for this purpose.

! -- +--------

Hunting Advice.

1 Messrs. Dudley L. 'Guilbeau, L.
J. Dossmanrn and R. L. Derouen
were in New C rl ans last Wednes-
day in connection with the injunc-
tion suit brought by the aniti-divi-
sionists in St. Landry to prevent
the holding of the election on the
13th of this month to pass on the
matter of the creation of the parish
of Evangeline. It is understood
they had gone to consult counsel
bearing on the injunction applica
tion having been set for today.

FIRST SERVICE
IS HE TODAY

The New Catholic Church
Opens Its Holy Portals

to the Christians
' of St. Landry

The first service in the new St.
Landry Catholic church of this
city was held this morning (Fri-
day) at 7:30 o'clock.

Immediately after high mass
on Palm Sunday pews will be sold
for the next six months.

The blessing of palms will also
be after high mass.

The following is a letter writth
to all the priests of this diocese bj
his grace, Rev. J. H. Blenk:

New Orleans March 21 1909.
Reverend and Dear Father:

The collection that should have
been taken up last year on the
Sunday within the Octave of the
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul for the
Holy Father, Pope Pius X, was
at our request put off till a more
opportune time. The financial cri-
sis then at its height and the dis-
tress prevalent throughout a large
part of he diocese from the fIil-
ure of the cotton crop made it ad-
visable not to make a general ap-
peal to our devoted people in be-
half of the pressign needs of the
Holy See for carrying on the gov-
erriment of the unit rsal church.
E en as yet prospe •ty is slow in
returning, but, nev rtheless, our
if.ected visit to th Eternal City
iiL •• ately after aster, when
weP`=urcfi.,nder to he Supreme
Pon id stron'~~tgatig affairs of
the C-1 be visiting Knights rdi'&.
most nts, and it is probable that
sentirendance will be as large as tl
dom rich has taken part in any si]
from' occasion in this section of
which Wiuru•e mI-
deep faith and op.
erosity of this grea•-• G••Tt
See, as well as with th
loyalty and fili
the chair of St. at Washingt
august person of t , April 2,
now happily reignin•
the destinies of God's church.
therefore, order that the Peter's
Pence Collection for this year and
the previous one be taken up 'on
Palm Sunday, at all the masses in
the churches and chapels of this
diocese, and that the amounts be
immediately forwarded to the
Very Rev. Peter Scotti, Chancel-
lor, who is to place in our hands
the entire offering no later than
Tuesday of Easter week.

Last year the celebration of the

Laymen Movement.

Rev. W. A. Turner, pastor of
the Methodist church, organized c
the Laymen's Movement at pe- 1
lousas last Tuesday..night at the f
Masonic Temple.

The special purpose of this or-
ganiztion is to cultivate socia-
bility among the men of this com-
munity.
'Durin; the evening addrsses

were made by the following gen-
tlemen: Rev. F. A. Vaughan of
Lafayette, J. A. Haas, T. H.Lewis,
Leon S. Haas, Mayor Halphen nd
Rev. W. A Turner, who was 'as-
ter of ceremonies.

A banquet followed the speech-.
es, and every one attending re-
port having spent a very enjoy-
able evening.

-I
The Sugar Refinery Again.

We learn that the Opelousas
Progressive League acting in con-
junction with Ia number of our
citizens, were in consultation this
week with a gentleman in a posi-
tion to take up the matter of a
sugar refinery at Opelousas, and
some go so far as to predict that
it can be built in time for the com-
ing season. As to further details,
we are assured that the project is
being systematically worked out,
but for certain reasons it is not ad-
visable to give them out at this
time.

[ oly Father's golden jubilee in-
sfpired his faithful children
throughout Christendom to give
signal proofs of their strong at-
tachment to him. 'From all parts
of the world, loving hearts and
loyal hands, giving out of their
abundance or of their poverty,
came generously to the aid of
Christ's Vicar on earth; and our
own Catholic America, ser nd to
none of the nations of the rrth in
its veneration for, and attach-
ment to the Holy See, respohded
most nobly to the call of duty.
The archdiocese of New Orleans,
we are confident, will hold a plade:
of honor amongst the great dio-
ceses of the United States in the
amoun't it will contribute and en-
able us to hand in person to the
Holy Father.

Our beloved sons of the cle y,
always ready and willing to lead
by their example in every good
cause, have cheerfully promised to
contribute their share; the Rev.
Recs making the minimum of
their ersona i contribution ten
dollars- nd the assistants t lt of
five dollars we ourselves ".- 'Wemn
it a sacred obligation /m gen-
erously of our slendeher 1.g

We most earnestlyn a est you,
Reverend Dear Father; • en read-
ing this letter to your congrega-
ion on Passion Sunday and on
alm Sunday, to add to what we

ye here written your own strong
-i- al to your devoted people, in-
the g them to make this year's

Slection for the Holy Father oqe
A whick every member of yot~
congregtion childen as well as
grown up people in a substantial
and unprecedentedly generous
manner their gratitude and devo-
ion to our Holy Father Pope
ius X.

We desire also to avail ourselves
his opportunity to bid you and

ti. ugh,you to your good people
ai Ilectionate farewell and to re-
co r•,nd ourselves to the good
pray tof all for a safe voyage and
a hake jfome-coming. M

Pra =lepn all God's best bless-
ing an •, we remainm *

De ' . rist. +
JAMES T NK.

Archbishop of N'e Orleans.

Sidewalk Material Rejected. Y.

1Ang City Engineer J. J. Naff
on Tuesday rejected a quantity of
lime, cement, bricks, etc., intended
for use by the contractors in the
construction of the new sidewalks
recently contracted for by the city.
Engineer Naff declares the mate-
rial does not come up to the re-
quirements of the specifications,
and for that reason he could not
permit of its use in the work. The
rejection of the material wl1 have
the effect of delaying cons uction
of the sidewalks, but fof no ap.
preciable length of time. With fa-
vorable weather conditions, the
.contractors hope to complete the
work within a short time. .

Muzzle Your Dogs. ;

Alderman Roos' dog-muzzling
ordinance .became effective on
Thursday, and now you may see
canines galor eroaming the streets
with their peculiar headgear. Un-
der the terms of the ordinance, all.
dogs found roaming at large un-
muzzled may be shot by the po-
lice. Muzzle your dogs.

The latest hats in feminine fash-
ions 1ok like nothing quite so
much~as inverted waterbuckets.
Far be it from' us to suggest, how-
ever, that the women who wear
them look like as if their heads
might need soaking.


