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$1 Owing to the defective It
$$ condition .of the pump at t+
$+ the power house, the city It
$+ water service has been cut $1
$+ off pracically all the week. 14It Only at intermittent -in- I•
•t tervals has it been pos- +t
++ sible to obtain water from $.
l$ the city hydrants, and t+

$+ this only after consider- •t
+$ able work on the pump +t
t+ by the engineers. The $t
$+ scarcity of water result- +t
t+ ing from this cause has $+

Vt worked a great hardship $t
$$ upon the citizens, many 11
$$ of whom are solely de- Vt
$$ pendent upon the city for •t
$t their water supply, while +t
Vt it is frightful to think of t$
$$ the consequences had a It$• fire broken out in any por- $t
t$ tion of the city. Therms $+
$t no one to blame for this Vt
$$ condition; the power $t
$. plant is in bad shape, and Vt
$~ efforts are being made to Ut
Vt repair the defective ma- Vt
Vt chinery, but in the mean- Vt
$t time& cannot the -Board Ut
$+ of AlAermen arrange to Vt
t$ use the wells either at the $t
•t ice f~ory or the oil mill? Vt.t Vt

NEW STATE OFFICERS
Fourth Annual 'State Convention

Knights of Columbus

HELD AT SHREVEPORT WITH

RECORD ATTENDANCE

Be" 2  lon of Officers, Place
s Chosen and

National Dele .

What was one of the most suc-
eeseful convetions of the Iights
of Columbus'a s held athreve-
port this week, being th ourth
annual state gathering ol t
Order. A large number of dele-
gates were present, and the re-
ception tendered the visitors by
the citizens of Shreveport was
said to have been most cordial
and hospitable.

Among the important matters
given consideration by the con-
vention was the discrimination
against certain portions of Louisi-
ana in the matte of insurance,
and a resolution was adopted pro-
-testing against certain sections of
the state being barred from en-.
trance into the insurance privi-
leges of the Order, and the Louisi-
ana representatives to the Na-
tional Convention were instructed
to call existing conditions to the
attention of that body, and to
show that health conditions in
this state are equal to those else-
where, and in this manner have
the ban removed.

The secretary's report showed
that the state council was in a
most flourishing condition, 4nd
that a total increase in menber-
ship'of over six hundred was made
during the pest year, thereby en-
titling Louisiana to another re-
presentative in the Supreme Coun-
Cil.

The following officers were elect-
ed to serve the ensuing year:

-Judge L L. Caillouiet, Thibo-
daux, state deputy; L. L. Amiss,
Baton Rouge state secretary; W.
D. Parks, lDonaldsonville, state
treasurer; Charles L. Wise, Mor-
gan C state advocate; Fred.

-, New Orleans, state
warden; Rev. Thomas J. Larkin,

N Orleans, state chaplain. Rep-
rseietatives to the Supreme Coun
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ijge John D. Fisher, New

as on for the se-
thie ne neting place

tib, Lake Charles,

c2andidates.
S oLake Charles

Sa majority of one
th ore have the

ning theKnights
e convention was

sdaeven-
t of the meet

ofae o ian tion will
tme time later

tn bl be-

leand en-

THE SUPREMJ COURT TO
ASSIGNSEVERAL JUDGES

MEMBERS OF THE LOCAL BAR ACQUIESCE
IN PROPOSITION TO DESIGNATE

MORE THAN ONE JUDGE'
TO 'RY CASES HERE

WillInsure Practically a Continuous Term nd
Facilitate the Clearing of the

Congested Dockets

Owing to the continued unfortu-
nate illness of District Judge W. C.
Perrault, and the inability of Act-
ing Judge W. P Edwards of Ver-
milion to sit here in his place on ac-
count of an affection of the eyes,
Clerk of Couit Andrepory made
application to the Supreme Court
last week for the assignment of an-

r jtfige to this district, in
order that court work may be re-
sumed, and the present unsatisfac-
tory state of affairs regulated so as
to preclude the possibility of too
great an accumulation of cases on
the docket.

When application was made for
the assignment of a judge here
some time back, and Judge Ed-
wards was designated to sit in this
district pending the illness iof
Judge Perrault, it was believed
that court would be held with
some degree of regularity, and that
litigated caIse ould be disposed of

itn practicallthe same celerity
as heretofore. However, it appears
Judge Edwards has been kept very
busy with judicial matters in his
own district and unable to devote
any time t tia of cases here,
and, besides, has rently been suf-
fering with an affe on of the eyes
which renders it quite impossible
for him to assume the burden-
some duties which would confront
him as acting judge of this court.
Therefore, when he was about to
be re-assigned to duty in St. Lan-
dry, he addressed a letter to the
Supreme Court stating the condi-
tion of his eyes, and suggesting
that he be relieved of some
extra work by the assignment by
the Supreme Court of several
judges to sit here, each taking his
turn, which plan, if adopted,would
relieve him of the hardship of hav-
inggto do all the work of this dis-
trict in addition to that of his own,
and at the same time assure the
members of the bar here of practi-
cally a continuous term of court.
He stated that he had been in-
formed that it would require a
nine months' term in which to dis-
pose of the cases on the dockets of
this court, and it was obviously
impossible for him to undertake to
do the work single-handed and
alone.

The proposition of Judge Ed-
wards was incorporated in a letter
written by the clerku-
preme Court to the local chairman
of the Bar Examining Committee,
with the request that the matter
be laid before the members of the
local bar, and if the pl t.E_•
their approval to so not
judges of the Supreme Court wit-

TWO INTERESTING SUITS.

Two cases of interest to local
people where heard in the Supreme
Court at New Orleans last Tues-

y, one being a damage suit
~ nst the Colorado Southern

-ilroad' field by G. W. Kelley,
and the other being the suit of W.
C. Dejean & Bro. versus Robert E.
Lee involving the homestead ex-
emption. In the Kelley suit, Mil-
ler, Dufour & Dufour ad D. L.
Guilbeau represented t railroad
company, while Lewis & Lewis
were counsel for Kelley. In the
suit involving the homestead ex-
emption, Dejean & Bro. were rep-
resented by Garland & Harry, and
the defendant, R. F. Lee, was
represented by Peytoil R. Sandoz.
Decisions in the above suits will
likely bemhandeddown next week.

It begins to look as if those sen-
ators favoring free l•mber will
have to be content w i'li ething
like free knotholes. ,_

out further delay, and the $~sign-
ments of the judges would be
made accordingly.

This letter of the cj,'k of the
Supreme Court, with an appended
statement of approval and accept-
ance to be signed by the lawyers
here, was circulated among the
members of the bar and very gen-
erally signed, the concensus of
opinion being that the proposed
plan would prove infinitely more
satisfactory than having to de-
pend upon only one jadge to come
here to try eases, especially since
past events have demonstrated
that when one judge only is as-
signed, the local court must re-
main practically closed owing to
the preoccupation of the acting
judge with legal matters in his own
district.

The acceptance of the proposi-
tion by the local lawyers will cause
the Supreme Court to act in ac-
cordiance therewith, and it is now
quite certain that a judge will be
sent to Opelousas at a very near
date. Just what judges will be as-
signed or which will be the first to
sit here under the new order is not
known, but it is not improbable
that Judge Edwards will occupy
the bench at the opening term, to
be followed by Judge O'Neil of
Franklin or Judge Caazpbellof
Lafayette.

The plan as proposed will w
v factorily where it s-
si o e try the case in its entirety

efore the same judge, and he is
compelled to leave before it is

ally submitfd to him, but if he
is assigned for only. a definite pe-
rioi and is compelled to try the
case piece-meal, it is not believed
results pvill be altogether pleasing.
However, as one member of the
bar remarked, "It will be better
than no judge at all."

In connection with the above, it
is said that Judge Prrault's health
is much improved, and that he
hopes to resume the bench before
many weeks. Under strict orders
from his physicians, he will re-
frain from the slightest mental or
physical etertion until such time
as he has recovered sufficiently to
safely venture upon a perform-
;nce of his duties. He is still in
New Orleans undergoing treat-

~sri h to be able to re-
turn hon ~ n. By frefraining
from wor kiuring the hot summer
months, and pursuing the course
of treatment prescribed for him, it
is believed he will be able to re-
suine the bench in the fall in splen-
did condition to cope with the ar-
duous duties before him.

NEGRO SHOOTS HIS WIFE.

At the hour of going to press
Friday eveniug the Courier was
informed of a killing which took
place near Washington ihortly
after noon on that day. The sher-
iff's office was notified by tele-
phone that Oscar Allen, a negro,
had shot his wife with a double
barrel shot gun, from the effects
of which she died shortly after.
The negro escaped after commit-
tir.g the crime but as a posse is
hot on his trail it is probable that
he will be shortly captured and
landed behind the bars. When
sheriff Swords and his deputies
arrived on the scene the negro
had already pulled out, but in-
formation was received as to the
direction taken by him and the
pursuit continued without ide-
lay.

Public franchises belong to the
people--not to the corporation.
that pay nothing for them.
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14 Mayor Halphen, acting +4
++ City Health Inspector, $4
1f has been making a care- 8+
+' ful round of the city the 1:
1$ past week, inspecting +r
++ premises and directing :1
14 such improvement in +'
i+ their sanitary condtion ++
1t as were warranted. The 1:
14 citizens should bear in ++
14 mind that the hot sum- 1+
$$ mer months are coming ++
!4 on, the time when disease ++
1t and sickness are most apt ++

to become prevalent, and 14
~, the best methods of 1+

Spreca tion against them 14
$$ are the rigid observance ++14 of sanitary regulations 14
t~ and constant vigilance in tt14 that regard. It is a duty $+
$$ the citizens owe to them- ++
14 selves and to the commu- ++
$$ nity to keep their prem- 1$

14 ises in a cleanly condi- 1$
14 tion, not only from a ++
14 standpoint of pride and ++
1$ decency, but to minimize ++
1$ the chances of spreading 1$
14 contagion in the commu- i1
/t nity. Clean up, disinfect; 1$$ the inspestor has his eyes 1$
:t on you! fi

++++++++$+++++++++++++

MANY MEN WORKING
Frisco Officials Are Rushing Im-

provements on Line.

ONE HUNDRED MEN WORKING
TO COMPLETE BALLASTING

Placing Roadbed in Good Condition
for Through Service Between

New Orleans and Houston June 1

C. A. Emory, local agent of the
Frisco railroad, in an interview
with a Courier representative last
Thursday, declared that June 1st
would mark the date of the inaug-
uration of through service over
the Frisco railroad between Hous-
ton and New Orleans, which will
afford Opelousas a new double

aily service between those points.
"The company has just put out
one hundred men on the line be-
tween DeQuincey and the Atcha-
falaya river," said Mr: Emory,
"who will complete the .work of
ballasting the road and otherwise
improving its condition. All the
employees laid off during the pe-
riod of inactivity will be given
back their positions at once, and
many more men will be employed
to act as agents, operators, etc.,
along the line. The company means
business, and will inaugurate the
finest equipped passenger service
in the South between Houston and
New Orleans, with double daily
trains and fast schedules. Just
keep your eye on us," said he with
a smile.

For some time past the rumor
has been going the round that the
Frisco would inaugurate through
service to New Orleans by June
the first. It now appears that these
rumors are well founded, and that
the long looked-for trains will re-
ally be running by that date. It is
said that Eunice will be made one
of the divisions for the time being,
though it is asserted that it has
not been de fitely concluded to
make that t a permanent divi-
sion, and that it is not at all un-
likely that Opelousas may get the
nrize in the end.

rGravel is being used to ballast,and the crew doing the work is
composed almost entirely of Ope-
lousas negroes under the supervi-
sion of Roadmaster Henry Owens
of the Frisco, with T. B. Ashworth
as general foreman and Henry

Mornhinveg of this city'as time-
keeper. The hundred men em-
ployed are divided into two crews
of fifty each, one crew working
east from DeQuincey and the
other working west from the At-
chafalaya river. It is thought the
two crews will meet at Eunice by
next Monday.

Five large passenger locomo-
tives and seven freight locomo-
tives, all of the most modern type
and enormous capacity, are now
on their way to Beaumont to be
ready for the formal opening of
the road, and while it is said that
the service may be inaugurated
before that date, it is not believed
that the actual running of trains
will be begun before that time.

JOIL OPERATIONS
AT PINE PRAIRIE

NEW ORLEANS COMPANY AC-

QUIRES PLAISANCE OUTFIT

GEN. F. F. MYLES HEADS MDYOVE

Active Operations in Northern St.

Landry Commenced, and the

Prospects Are Said to Be Bright

fo Abundant Oil.

Repeated efforts have been
made to locate an oil field in St.
Landry, and thousands of dollars
have been expended in prospecting
and developing, but nowhere has
success crowned these efforts even
to + small degree, except in the
Eunice section, where the best re-
sults thus far have been obtaigt
But even there oil has not
been produced in paying qua.
ties, though the prospectors are
sanguine that the greasy fluid is
there, and in abundance, too.
While all of this prospecting has
been confined to the southern por-
tion of the parish, it is only re-
cently that any effort has beena
made to explore the northern ~'7,
tion of St. Landry where the inJ'
capons, it is said, are really sups--
nor to those elsewhere in this ter-
ritory.

Gen. F. F. Myles of New Orleans
is at the hed of a c y which
has just c men • erations
near Pine Pi ,at d~ell being
located some tW i/southwes7
of the station and v near tl
limestone quarry in that corner of
the parish. Last week, General
Myles purchased the entire outfit
of the Plaisance Oil Company, en-
gaged the same driller that had
been working for that company,
and transported the whole "lay-
out" to the scene of activities in
the pine hills.

The Plaisance Company, after t"
heroic efforts and the expenditure r
of quite a sum ofrmoney, threw upt
the sponge, though it is said that
until the very last the well gave
indications of developing into a
first-class gusher. The soil forma-
tion and gas ebullitions, with an
occasional strong showing of pet-
roleum, kept tr~n4r ers and the
well owners on the ~ ive all the
time, and it was not until the well
had been sunk to the maximum
depth that the work was aban-
doned; and even now there are
many who confidently believe
that the Plaisance field will yet be
developed, and will take its place
among the important oil fields of
the state.

At Pine Prairie the work is
going merrily on. Mr. Hugh Black-
sher, who had the contract for
hauling the machinery from the
Plaisance field to the site at Pine
Prairie, has dedered at its desti-
nation every piece of machinery
and every foot of pipe needed at
the present time., and the drills
were started this week. From now
on the drilling of the first well will,
be accomplished with all speed
possible, and unless unforeseen
accidents intervene, the citizens of
the parish will be definitely in-
formed within a very few weeks
whether or not northwestern St. -

Landry will be able to boast of a
real, oil-producing, money-making
field~

HOTEL SILVERWARE ARRIVES

The show windows of the up-to-
date Main street jewelers, R. Morn-
hinveg & Son, were literally filled
the early part of the week with a
magnificent display of silverware
which was recently received by
that firm for the new Lacombe
Hotel. Mornhinveg & Son were
the successful bidders for. the con-
tract to furnish this silverware
over many competitors, including
firms from the larger cities, which
is a demonstration of the fact that
Opelousas enterprise can cope
with any.

Service in the Episcopal church
on Ascension day, Thursday, May
20th, at 10 a. m. Strangers cor-
dially invited.


