@he Bouma Ceres.

E. W. BELAKE & CO.

e

INPEPENDENT IN ALL THIXGE—NEUTRALIN NOXE.
E. W. BLAKK,

e e

HOUMA:

THURSDAY, October 18, IN33.
————— -
SUGGESTIONS
To the Young Enffm af Terrehonne, for
forming an Association for the purposes
herein contained.

«»+ EpiToRs.

Tue bistory of the origin of a (ree gov.
srnment is always fraught with interest
aod replete with instruction to its citi-
gems, who live under the laws and enjoy
the blessings engendered and fostered by
that government. More particularly is
this trua of a generons and brave people
wha, hy revalution, have thrown of a des-
potic yoke, and set up an independent Re-
public for themselves. At any rate it
oughtto be so. Even those peopla who
live under the most hopeless despotism,
whose minds have never been illumined|
by a single ray of enlightened liberty,|
whose hearts have never bounded with’
the elastic, elovating conscionsness that
they were men—and masters of them-
selves. Even the somnolent Chinaman,
and the enslaved and voluptuons East In-
diamaa, dates back, with pride, the origin
of his despotism, thousands of ages ba-.
yond the Adamic period, and raverently
cherishes, in his recollection, the mystic
traditions and authentic naratives of the
origin of his people and political institu-
tions. How much more, then, should a
frea peaple, who enjoy all the blessings of|
liberty, and of wise and beneficent laws,
whder whose benign influence the waste
places have been made to rejoice, and the
wildarnesy to blossom as the rosa—a peo-
ple who dwell in a land where peace and
plenty have met together, and liberty and
law have kissed each other—a people who
havs all butrealized those highly colored
descriptions of the Hyporboreans, those
beautiful picturea of human felicity on
which the poets of former years dalighted
to dwell—how much mors should such a
favored people be exercised with a desire
to inquire into the history of a politica)
system which has been the instrument of|
#0 much prosperity and happiness, to in.
ferm themselves of every circumstance
which may have bad any influence in
moulding the body of that society and
breathing into it a proper spirit and to
possass themselves of the contemporane-
ous collsteral eveats which are always
important in the interpretation or ita fun.
damental constitution.

Most all nations are hetter nequainted
with the political than with the civil histo-
ry of theircountry. The rensons ars ob-
vious; inasmuch asone is a plain narative
of events, of batiles end seiges—of biv-
ounck, of marches and retreats—ihe other,
a philosophical deduction of sequences
which gives & nearer insightinto the char-
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citizen shosld know it by heart; ‘that the

tottering grandfather, with tremulous tones
but kindling eye, should teli the stery of
his country’s early wrongs to his children,
that the sturdy yeoman, with swelling
breast, thould proudly repeat the history
to his listening neighbors, and lisping in-

_{ fancy rehearse the woudrous tale in learn.

ing its vernacular.

Ths *Revolution is clothed insucn a
dazzling halo of glory, thatin contempla-
ting it we forget other equally, if not more,
important periods of our history. W¢
are so blinded by the brilliancy of the
military exploits that we have no eye for
the machinery of the civil government,
Hence we ean easily account forthe easi-
sily account for the culpable ignorance of
the civiland conrstitotional history of our
country. No man whe lays any claims
to intelligence or scholarship ought tocon.
sider his education as begun until he has

administration, and carefully followed the
vestizia imperii civils that lead to our pres.
ent form of governinent.

There can be no more wseful and in-

{teres*ing study than the history of the c#n-
 stitution of the United Siates, which, for
| the reazons we hsve hereinbefors endeav-

ored briefly to indicate, has been very
much neglected by all classes of citizens.
We do not speak of the meaning and in-
terpretation of its particular provisious, but
we' allude to its origin—the circumstances
and straits which first gave rise to the
conception of such an instrument in the
minds of its framers—the collateral and
conlemporaneous evenis—the res geste—
influencing, directing, governing the char-
acter of the unrivalled code, jand the ne.
cessity of the times which led to its adop-
tion. Thisbranch of our national histo-
ry, it seems to us, has been most wofully
neglected.

How many even of our so-called paliti-
ciana could give a correct, intelligent, phi.
losophical history of the constitution of his
country? Tt istrue that every well in-
formed citizen is acquainted with the po-.
litical history of the United States, he
knows the story of herbirth and her strug-
gles through her heroic age, he has read
the narrative of her wars, the Iliad of her
woes, but his curiosity and patriotism lead
him to investigate no further. What would
you think of the traveler going to Great Bri
tein to spy out the beauty and resources of}
the land, who ehould simply explore her
stern and rock-bound coast? Or the wan-
derer in the east, who had come many
weary parasangsto feast his eyes upon the
gorgeous wealth and architectural beauty
of Diana’s Temple, and then stop in the
vestibule? But be would not have shown
less wisdom than do the greater part of the
American people in refusing to study the
constitution of their country. When the
student has gone through the history of the
Revolution, he has but entered the porch to
the great temple of liberty. The liberal
and enlightened patriot will burn with a
generous desire 1o discover its interior
construclion, to survey its grand and beau.
tiful proportions, to penetrate ite hidden

acter, babits, sentiments and resources of] mysteries, lo lift the veil of the holy of

a people. The former has no doubt more
attractions for the many—it possesses
more of the marvelous, and romantic, and
brilliant; but the latter is more instructive
and interesting to the curious student—to
the lawyer, (he statesman, the philosopher.
The people of the United States are
protty woll versed in the history of the
Rerelutionary struggle, They know what
battles were fought, what fYictories were
won, what triumphs achieved, what fields
wero lost. what officers distinguished
thermselves, They can trace the marches
of the destoying enemy, and recits the
tales of devastation and death that follow-
#d in his track—they can tell whena fort
was stormed and taken, by what Genersl
aad numbers & city was besciged, when
Boston an New York were evacuated bya
vanquished, and entered by a viclorious,
army. Our revolutionary war is s0 mar.
velously brillinnt in all its details—there
is something so unlike the history of all
other wars in its cause, its progress, and
its termination; the opposition of foreign
foes, domestic traitors, and unfriendly ele-
ments, rendered the conflict so fearfully
doubiful-the interests staked upon the issue
were of such vital and momentous impor-

holies, aud Iay the offerings of his patriot-
ic devotion upon the very altar of the hea-
ven-boru goddess,

truth—we do violence to your thirst for
knowledge, by appealing "to your sense of|
duty, and your national pride, to incite you
toacareful roview of the constitutional
history of your country, The subjeect is
sufficiently interresting and seductive, in
itself to invite the investigation and meet
the attention of inquisitive mind. Cer-
tainly thero never was & morc memorabls
epoch in the history of our own, or of any
other nation than the period which pre-
ceded the adoption of our present form ul‘l
Government.

It was full of danger, and peril, and ad.
venlurous spirit. The Republic was tot-
tering toits fall. Friends were despair-
ing, and foes were openly exnlting—andi
but for the superhuman efforts of the|
wisest, the most intellectoal men, whose
names adorn the pages of history, the in-
fant commonwealth had been whelmed in
the vortex of confusion and anarchy that
struck tho stoutes hearts with dismay. |
We love toread the storiest of & man |
battling against odds, when dangers en.

tagce to the actors int hat iragic drama—
and to mapkind—the malives which im.
pelled these beroic pioneers in the cause

of human rights, were s0 eminenily ve.}off conqueror in

compass him- We feel 2 natural and in-
stinctive admiralion for the hero, who,
with none to sid but his trusty sword, comes
e tmequal batte, We

salish, pare, and patriotic, that it is ot a|sympathize with the Great Hector, before
feallar of wender{ bat erory American|the trembling walls of Yoy, because un-

peruzed the chronicles of our municipal;

But we insult your instinctive love of] lished to the world on that day. We think|

daunted courage wins our leve, though!
spent in error’s cauze. How much more, |
then should we delight to honor the man|
and his memory who wins the laurels of]
victory in an intellecual strife—who fights
the foes of human rights, and whose wea-
pons are drawn from the shining armory
of Truth. If evera man deserved to be
cannonized by a grateful people, 8 niche
should be allotted, in the temple of the
Saints to Arexaxper Hayiitown, who,
by his incorruptible integrity, his unswer-|
ving patriotism, his all conquering ener-
gy, and the Promethean fire of his genius;
agd eloguence, saved a sinking nation |
from destruction. Surely there is that in;

the annals of Washington, Hamilton, Jay, |

Heanry, Franklin, Madison, and their com-|
peers, to invite the attention of the Ienst‘i
curious and the tardy. i

In pursuing the history of the Consti.|
tution, the biographies of those illustrious |
men would form a large part of our la-|

hors. .
It is therefore for our mutual and “infor-

mation, and in arder that we may he as.,
sisted by each ather's efforts, nnd that our|
facilitics may be increased, that we pro.|
poseto form a Club to be called *The
Constitutional Historical Society”—the |
object of which shall be, as its name in-|

i

i
|
dicates, toadd to our knowledge ol thef
history of the Constitution of the United
States, by means of essays, debates, ora.
tions, and other exercizes whichk may
seem most suitable, H

The plan we propose is the f'crllowirlg:l
We will organize a private Club, with n;
President, Secretary and Treasurer. At
our regular mectings—say semi-month-
ly—the ezercises, such as we shall deter-

mine upon, shall have some bearing vpon
our constitutional history, and tend to elu-
cidawe it. It is evident that this course
will require a good deal of investigation
and research. Thatis the very thing we
want, But you ask how are we going to
conduct our Investigations without the ne-
cessary books and documents? We an-
swer, let us buy ‘them. When a member|
is appointed to read an essay, or deliver
an oration upon a given topic, he will be
the best judge of the books and sources
whence he can procurethe desired intel.
ligence; for having turned his mind to that
particular subject, and heing inpelled by
a geoerous ambition—as we presume ev-
ery member of such a club will be—bhe
will feel a personal interest in presenting
1o the society a full and correct exposition
of that particolar matter. He will there.
fore suggest to the society tha books he
needs, which shallbe purchased out of a
common fund. In this way we will in the
course of a faw years, collect together an
interresting and useful library, bearing
upon the most eventful period of our histo- |
ry. The expense would not be very great, |
as we would not have accasion for more
than $500 worth of books for the negt two
years. The tux, too, would be constantly
growing lighter. We could not expend a
portion of our money and time in a more
useful and entertaining cause, We could
thus eccomplish, by association, what &
single individual would have neither the
ability nor the inclination for.

We celobrate the 4th of July because
the Declaration of Independence waa pub-

the adoption of the Constitution was quite
as important an event and as well worthy
of everlasting remembrance, and in some
piaces we ara pleased to see that the 17th
of Septemgber is commemotatad with a
good deal of quiet, but earnest, patriotism,
If; therefore, our society should wish to
make any public demonstration, it would
be very appropriate on the anniversary of
the adoption of the Constitutiou. If this
day should be generally celebrated,
throughout the Union, it might be an anti-
dote against the growing disrespect for
that instrument.
i —

67 Our young city now presants an |
unusually brisk appearance. Court week
appears to have stir’d up our friends in the
rural District; and they are now among us
by scores. The opening of the railroad to
the Terrebonne alse appears to have had
quite a visible aflect here; as our streets
are almost [daily traversed by teams from
the interior laden with the remnant of the
last year's croop of sugar and molasses, on
their way tothe railroad, wher it is shipped
to New Orleans. It is well that we sheuld
here urge the establishment of a regular
line of slages suy tri-weekly between this |
point in the railroad creseing. Such an en-!
terprise would pay a fir profit en the in-

vestment. 3

lin town, we notice that of Mies Tavroz,

{of the Parish of Iberville.

{of the land of Mr. Boudreau, which takes
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&~ Our cotemporary, Joxa C. WmTs,
of the Thibodaux Minerva, paid us & visit
on Tuesday last. Strange to say, he was
duly sober, and had not the least semb-
lance of who is addicted to the “ardent.”
We are among those who believe fbat Mr.
White is not the “degraded drunkard and
debauched writer” that some would have
us helieve himto be. Wae can’t nraller it,

nohow.
i e r
&7 Ameng the dietinguisted arrivals

Esq., the Anti-Know-Nothing, Fusion can-
didate for Congress from this, the 2nd.
District. Mr. Taylor i leoking remark.
ably fine, and appears to bo making him-
self” particularly mgreeable 1o the voting
population. He js extremly lavish of his
bonjours, and comment ce vas.

e el e
Covkr.—The Fifth Judicial District
Court for this parish, Sir. Honor James
L. Covz, presiding, ccmmenced ita session
here on Monduy last. the 15th inst. The
gentlemen of the “green bag" in atten.
dance are Messrs. J. C. and A, Beatty,
Bush, Belcher, Roman, Goode, Mercer,
Milis, Irlsby, and Connely and Righlor.
"T'he docket unusuaily full; and in all pro.
bability the court will centinue in session
for three weeka to come. There are
many important suits to he acted upon.

B ]
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The Opelouss Railroad now runs daily

between New Orleans and Tigerville,

leaving the former place at lalf past eight

o'clock A. M., and the jlatter at 1 P.M;
and Mrs. Tanner at 1:35 P. M.

W

(<o~ Fipe, deliciously flavored bivalves
have seasonably made their appearancs in
our market, Teal ducks, Poules d’Eaux,
and otber winter game are also begining
to make their appearance. In e few weeks
more our lakes and prairies will be over-
stocked with aquatic game of every des-
cription,

{4 Having been carried away with
the theme of our leader this week we
bave spun the same out to a greater length
than we at flrst proposed but so earnest
are we in onrdesire ta such an object as
that upon which it treats consumated that
we wers imperceptibly led away with.our
subject. We ars aware of the aversenass
that our readers have generally to Jong
articles. Indulge us this time and we
promise not to be guilty of the like again
till the nest time at Jeast,

o e At i .
(% Our merchants are now in receipt

of their isll and winter supplies, which
they are disposing of at greatly reduced

prices.

e

R
& Attention in directed to the card of|
the steamer T. S. Anenzr, Capt. J.J
Shaffer, which will make regular trips on

the usper waters of the Black to Tiger- P

villec during the entire season. Freighters
should remember this. Mr. Geergo L.
Lester is the agent at Hevina.

PR S O
¢r* Among the marine arrivals st our
landing during the week wo nete that of
several Cincinnati Brigs, (flat-boals) from
the Terrehonne crossing with full cargoes
for our merchante. Flat boats now make
daily trips batween this port and the rail-
road crossing. Derchants, planters and
others should remember this.

MARRIED—On ﬁundaj. Sept. 24, 55,

by the Rev. E. Dyrur, Mr. GUSTAVE
LAUYE to Miss LAVRA DUPUY, both

e i ;

(<r Attention is called to the advertise.
ment of A. 8. Rosg, in annother column.
It will ba seen that he has fully esteblish-
ed himsell among us, and is now ready
to do all work in his line iu the most work-
manlike manner, and on the mest reason.
able terms,

R

&7 We would invite attention lo the
advenizement of the sale (by the Sheriff;)

place on the 25th of November, The land
is situated on Bayou Terrebanne, only
a mile from the railroad depot.

05 Itis sated that the cofton crop in
Arkansas will bo an average one.

.

0dr Coal mines are being diseovered
in Illinois, in apundance.

(=7 Wages for harvest hands are 84
per day, in Canada West,

&7 Anancient and excesdingly com.
mon way of besk-keeping, is te keep all

Proceodings of the Pojj,

"OF THE Hoe Jary,
PARISH OF TERRBBG);\_-E
In conformity with ‘adjourngy,.
Police Jury of the Parish Jo{' r;:e,:t“:h
met this day, the 1t of October, 1455 i
Members Present:—H M Thip,
20d ward; Joachim Guéno, Tih ey
Frangois Theriot, 11th; C C Waljj, 130,
Old Members. Whashington Tann:au In
ward; Isidore Dupré, 4th; Joseph -iyc‘ nc::
Gth; Eugéne Fields 8th; J B anqmy i
9th; J D Wmberfield, 12th-~new MLGT.I
Members Absent:—A Liretto, 5th ..,,;‘
Peter Welsh, 10th ward, old member,
the Third ward not aepresented. €
Messrs Tanner and Fields were aworn ja
as members of the Police Jury.

On motion of Mr, Aycock, tha Py
Jury proceeded to the election of lb.P!::_
ident of the Polica Jury.

Mr. Aycock proposed Hon, H. C. Thiq.
daux as & randidate. Mr. Thério pro.
posed Joseph Aycock, Esq.

Mr. Thibodaux pesitively declined he.
ing a candidate for the office of Presiden
of the Police Jury. He stated that |s
bad served ns a member of that body for
upwards of twenty years, und had repeqr.
edly been honored, during that time, by
the confidence of his fellow.members iy
selecting him as their presiding officer,
Mr. 7. said he had seen the necessity of
selecting as President of the Police Jury,
a member who resided in Houms; thera.
he invited his friends to vote for Mr, Ay.
eock.

On counting the voles it appeared that
Mr. Aycock received nine votes—1 blank,
therefore Mr. Aycock was declared duly
elected President af the Police Jury, to
serve during the year ending on the first
monday of September 1856,

On motion of Mr. Thibadaur—

The Palice Jury proceded to the election
of the Clerk of the Police Jury.

Mr. Guéno proposed F. Gagné as a can.
didate to that office.

On counting the votes it appeard that
F. Gagné received seven voles. one vole
for Mr Umberfield and two blanks; Thers.
fore F. Gagné having received a majority
of votes, he was declared duly electad
Clerk of the Police Jury, to serve during
the year ending on the 1st monday of Sep.
tember 1856.

On motion of H. €. Thipodaur.

The Police Jury proceded to the else.
tion of the Parish Taeasurer,

Mr. Guéno proposed F. Gagné as s can-
didate to that nfhice.

On counting the voles it appenred that
F.Gagné received five votes, Mr George
Lester two votes, three blanks. Thers
being no majority of all the votes,‘ihe
election was declared null and void.

On the socond balloting, F. Gagné re.
ceived six votes, Mr. George Lesterr.
ceived four voltes; therefore, F. Game
having received n majority of the vates,
was declared duly elected Treasurer of the
Parish of Terrebonne, to serve during the
yeur endingonm the 1st. Monday of Sep-
tember 1855.

On motion of H. €. Thiboddux.

The Polica Jury proceded 1o the elec.
tien of the Parish Atierney-

On counting the voles it appeared that
W. M. Mercer Esq. received five votes,
G. F. Connely Feq. received thres votes
and N. H. Righter Esq received two rotes.
There being no majority the Police Jury
roceded lo & second ballet.

And it appeared, on counting the vetes,
that Mr. Mcrcer received fiva votes sad
Mr. Connelly received five votes.

There being no majority the Police Jury
proceded to a third ballet.

And it appeared, on counting the votsi
that Mr. Mercer received five votes and
Mg, Connely received five votes.

There beipg no majority in favor of
sither of the candidates,t 1he election was
declared null and yoid.

On motion of J. D- Umberfield.

The Police Jury took n recess till twe
o'cloek P. M.

The Polica Jury met conformably &
the adjourmment.

Members present as before. S

On motion the Police Jury, sgsit
proceeded 1o the election of the Parish Al-
tor .

On counting the votes it appeared that
Mr. Connely received six votes and M.
Mercer received four votes, therefore M.
Connely was declared duly elected Parish
Attorney to serve duringihe yﬂll't“d“"g
on thelst Mondsy of September 1856-

M. Thibodaux. ok

Proposed Mr. P. H. Darcé ag acandl-
date for the offics of Door Keeper of b
Police Jury, and said Darce having ro-
ieved the vote of all the members, he "’;‘
declared duly elected to serve duriag ¢
year ending on the 1st. Monday of Sepie:
ber 1858.

On motion of Mr. Tasoef. e

The Police Jury proceeded tothe &
tion of the commiissioners of Ek"""‘;n
serve during the year ending ognlu o
Monday of September 1856, which ¢
ted as follow, to wit: o
1a Ward—R. D. Jordan, iF. L. Mesb

urcy Thibodauz. .
28 Ward—Auguste Legendre, Euaélien

Gauatrauz, J. C. Potts. i 1.
3d Ward—J. _Mc%u!lom M. H. Daveh

LeBlanc, alias Moise.
£th WanoO. M. Ayoock, P. Beckh

lsidore Dupre. ooy
5h Ward—P. H. Darsé, 1. M. Dei

Pierre Daigle. o, Do Lapeorte
6th Ward—J.B. Boad, 4.3 D»

the beoks you lay yeur Rands om.

J. B. Duan.




