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Our Public Schools.

The Police Jury at its last Sf•sin.
displayed a great deal of forethmo!unt and!
judgment in selecting Messrs. i. G. Thib.i
odaux, N. I1. Rightor, W.' M. Mercer,
Frank Gagn6 and Joseph Aycock, as'
school examiners. Theyv are men whose
position and talent eomnlmad univ•,rsal re-
spect. With such a board of examiners,
Terribonne may look f,rward with confi-
dence for teachers who will he in every
respect qualified for the trust reposed in

them. We have been assured that these
gentlemen will grant credentials to no ap-
plicant for the post of school teacher,
without first standing the test of a strict
examination, he be found competent and
well qualified in fill that important calling.

Our present system of public schools is
yet very imperfect, and without some fur.
ther action is taken on part of our
Legislatare, to ameliorate the existing
evils by which that system is vet surmun.
ded, it will be almost impossible, with
even the most untiring energy, to accom-
plish much. There can be no doubt that
those who have heretofore conducted our
public schools throughout the State have
been in many instances guilty of the most
criminal neglect of duty. Whether they
were fearful if they discharged their duty
fearlessly and impartially, they would gain
the ill will of some, and consequently for.
feit a little of their popularity; .r whether
they have-a great majority of them-
been egregious ignoramuses, is a compli-
cation waiting solution; but that one or
the other of the propositions is true, is as
evident as ,is the demonstration of the
47th of the 1st, or any other of the prop.
ositions of Euclid. Scholars are found
in scores who have been through with
Webster's spelling book once, twice, and
perhaps thrice or more, who are not only
ignorant of the key intended as the guide!
in pronunciation; but many of them have
yet to learn for what the key was intend-
ed. They have been taught to combine
the letters necessary to spell a worl, but
in many instances they have been soft to
their own accent, and to a gratuitous pro.
nunciation. Numerous scholars have read
or prosed the first, second, third, yea,
and seine of them the fourth Reader of
the Eclectic Series of Readers, who have
never learned to distinguish between the
comma and the period; being as a matter
of course ignorant of the names of the
different points used in composition, and
of consequence devoid of any conception
of their first application. Scholars arej
suffered to proceed with the grammar
without eerrectly decling the pronouns, or
properly conjugating the verbs. Many
of those schOlarp, when diverted from the
phraseology to which they have been ac-
customed, have proved themselves as ig-

orant of the principles, as they had pre.
viously proved themselves to be of points.
I'ow figure-to yourselves, a teacher en-
tering upon the discharge of his duties
with materials such as these. The schol.
ar faling to his lot have, perhaps, formed
a high •pini oalpinion of his predecessor.
Pap d ~a i ' sanction that opinion,
audpetapsblwaudwith their admiration
of th hel ,their esteem of the man;
and t;Sut, love of the brother in
the sawe "id lk the pilgrimage toward
Zion. ffowHiu•d~the stranger proceed tp
couvige4is. pIuPls, first, of 4gree of
igieea o which they hLd not suspect-
ted theamselves ,Thent as a necessary
usfusqin~fitjhe koeompetemcy bo their

wps 4Aw derisaiation of their
f~Ei nsieIin of that brother
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tors .\.. I,. and C. recommend Mr. D. as
a suitaioe p-rsln to teach in their district
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his patrons have the tecoerity to question
the qualifications of the tr acher, he has
only to present his shield, toi show the

gallant knight the spl'iters of which his
Lance was made.

It is, we believe, considered an axiom
in debate, that objection to a prevail!ng!
system involves an obligation to suggest

either the remedy or the substitute. We
are not disposed to contest with a posi-
tikn venerable from its antiquity; but it
should be born in mind, in the first place,
that we do not set out to legislate, but
merely to call the attention of the legis.
lators to the evils by which our present
system of schools is beset.. That we
may, however, be exculpated from entire
dereliction of the axiom stated, we will
suggest that if a competent person were
appointed to the office of s'merior, and!
be compelled to visit every school in eve.
ry parish, and examine every teacher in
every school, without iavor or affection.
ejeet every occupant whom he might find
incompetent, he being >'thed with power;
to do so, we think this would be one rem-
edy, which would exercise a most salutary
influence. We will venture one more
suggestion, that is, that before any district
shall be entitled to draw from the T'reas.
urer any portion of the school fund, t iey
shall be required, through the medium 1
some accounting officer, to place in the
hands of the Parish Treasurer, an amount.
at the least, equal to their dividend of the
school fund, which deposit, together with
said dividend. shall be appropriated to a
continuous school. And that in the event
of the directors failing to procure a teach.
er, it shall be the duty of the Parish Treas-
urer to employ, one, and to continue the
school so long as the joint fiund may ena-
ble him, he being authorized to levy on
the District a tax equivalent to the appor-
tionment due said District.

,We have every reason to congratulate
ourselves upon the efiicient Board of Ex-
aminers which we have. Howevcr im-
perfect our school system is, still the evil
will he somewhat alleviated in the reflec-
tion that none but able and qualified teach-
ers will be placed at the head of the pub.
lie schools in this parish under the pres.
eat Board of Examiners.

O- We are requested by the president
of the "Association for the reliefof the un.
fortunate victims" to state that this society
of recent organization, will holds its se.
cond meeting at the usual place, ,on to.
morrow evening. None unprovided with
the proper "insignia," need apply for ad-
mission, as the society, for want of pro.
per diligence in this respect, were imposed
upon at the last meeting.

We have had the honor of an invita-
tion to join the association. hut as its oh.
ject is kept secret, and inasmuch as we
have an aversion,to all secret organiza.
ions, we beg respectfully to decline.

O r 
'Mr. John Berger has requested us

to call the attention of the public to a
change in his card, wherei n his price for
conveyance to the Railroad-crossing i::
reduced to one dollar and a half. lie is
provided with the necessary buggies &c,
to convey passengers to any portion of the
pariah that they may desire on their ar-
rival at Houma. His Hotel will be found
a very desirable place to put up at.

0 r We notice that the Delta has had
another accession to its editorial corps in
the person of LAUa :T J. S.oGa. With
such talent at it~ head, u,. pater cau Le
tJoherwise than iutetext-,w.
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romiantic dispF si:ion, by the way of the

latest and best noels, &c. rt tl u ailorirs

pride themselves on their superior artistic

skill, and their inimitable ft in every in-

stance. Were we to compute tbem l by

heads, our population would he conside-

rably larger, but as it is, they are not yet

quite numerous enough to add one soul

more to the number. The carriage shop

of A- S. Ros:, is one of the recent im-

provements which goes to build up her

importance.

Houtna forms an exception to her sister

towns throuehou t the State in this, that

she cannot boast of her quota of fair and
and blooming damsels. There are but i

few sweet and smiling countenances ofi

the softer sex, to impress upon her Bach- I
elors the pure contentment to be attain-
ed by a change of their miserable exist-
ence. Yet with them, " ignorance is
bliss, and her Bachelors seem as happy
in their present state of celibacy, as the

more fortunate of their sex.
Hlouma forms a noble exception to most

towns in another important particular-
Ithat she has not a single loafer, politely
termed "gentleman of leisure," parading
her streets. IHcr Batche•ors are men of
business habits, and are all engaged in
some honorable and useful calling. Alier
the toils of the day are over, they inva-
riably unite in the evening, meeting alter.
nately at one place and another, and pass
off the tedious hours between tea and bed
time in social and intellectual confab-and
not unfrequently in partaking of a sump-
tuous fatre prepared by one of them for
the occasion. The last of these sump-
tuous feasts was prepared by our fi iend and

neighbor, that bn r'ivitnt, DuLAN, D. on
which occasion his table literally groaned
under the weight of the delicacies served

Iu p.
The citizens of Houma receive' every

evening the latest news from the city by

means of her railroad and expresses-an

advantage which f~w of her rival towns

can boast of.

Houma boasts of three churches, two

livery stables ond three boarding houses.

It is the seat of justice of this parish, and

as an evidence of the high n,,ral senti-
ment of her citizens, has voted down the
liquor license-
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all busil: engaged in taking tlftheir Sugar
crops. The saccharine c or which sur-
rounds us on every side is very pleasant
to inhale, and quite cuoiucive to health.
The yield in proportion to other parishes
is very fair-and upon the whole our plan.
ters seem well contented, an:l show no
disposition whatever to complain.

{T • See the advertisement of lMcGaw
in another column. The property which
he ohffrs for gale is one of the most dtrir-
able locations in lioiuna either f,)r a rcsi-
de•ice or a -statn s , b::!r .
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;nett wil speak for itself next week.

(0"•
• ee IMr. Schitu'erstein's card in an-

other column. His Fchool is now in fuil

progress, and Mr. S. is slpken of in uni-
versal terms of praise as a teacher.

O7T Tue Weekly Picayune makes its

appearance in an entirely new dress and
enlarged size, an evidence of its continued

posperity. It is tooked upon as one of the

best conducted priuts in the Union. Every

gentleman in this locality if he is not al-

ready, should become a subscriber to the

Picayune .

O•r Judge A. Delapurte's court will

open on the 29th int : for the transacticon

of all business which may conme before it.

A FAST NIMA.-The Boston Journal, of
the 5th inst., says:

Mr. I. F. Jones a compositor in the
Jourlnal oflice, la.t week composed , dis.
tributed and corrected one hundred and
twenty thousand three hundred ems, which
at the price paid 32 cents per thousand
ems-arnounted to $3 40. We believe
this ij by fitr the: largest bill every made

by any copsoritor in any one week iii this

city at least.

Or' A Cincinnati editor being asked, t
"what is the news," replied-"Sir. I s.il l
news at ten cents a week; don'l bother l

Parlor Amlusenmelt.

THI: WTrreT.-A trick to di-cover a
hidden word. by the assistan,:e of a con-
if d,"rate. who enacts the witch. [lax ing
entered the room, and taken your seal, ,

yen are ad'dressed by the witclh(who makes
mystic passes, &c., over you with a wand)
in ditferent senten'e, each c(umInencing
with a consonant in tie, w'r-d. in r.'ation.
Theso sentences, she divides by w.virgl
over your head. The vowel. ale expres.-d
by thumps on the floor with her wand--i
thus: a single thump for A; two tor E,
three for I; four for O ; andt five for U.

Exx1 PLE.-The word chosen is Boat-
men. The witch commences:

"B-e prepared, my trusty spirit, to an.
swer my questions. (Thump, thump.
tnhmpn!-.-a wave of the wand--- tump !)
T.o answer my questions, O, spirit, so
rm:ndil--(a wave ofthe wand.) M-ind what
you are about (thump.) N.o expound the

The mry} ti p^at:., f the audience may
,e increa.,! by fixing on the second or

Shird letter instead of the first.
Tit: WtIz.It--.-The wizard, as may he

spposed, is a near relation of the ,. itch.
it t 1:is. howe'•er, you do not proi:ss to
n:it:ue the article fixet: on without having
heard it, but simply to detect it when
named amongst others.

Li:e secret i5 ti::; : your confederate
takes care to name it after au olject that
has ft:r legs, as a quadruped or an article
,ft fur:::re.

I xxulrzI.E. - - 
The word areed on is lamp. i

iTh confederate comlaences h1i5s iattero-
gation :

Q. Is it a flower ?
A. No.
Q. Is it an InktaL d :d
A. No.
Q. Is it a tabe-cloth
A. No.
Q. Is it a table
A. No.
Q. It is a LAx. ?
A. Yes.

A fahle having fiur legs., Inh' ats! w I t.`
.n ih: is !_ntown to be the right one.
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