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1¢ NEWS.

ﬂl'l:.\ll IMPORTATION,

FRAUDS IN

The Finest fluall les of Sugar artificially
Colared to Avald Butles,
[Bpacial o the Demaoerat.] 1
WasHINGTON, Aug. 2. — Hpeclal Agent

Chamberlaln, in a report of his investigation |
into the allegod Draudalent importation of |

colored sugars ol the ports of Boston, Now
s¥ork, Philadelphin and Baltimore, repro-
Donte that this class of sugars ls imported
=" larger quantitios at New York than olse-
where, The merchants and refiners . oll
the ports named are of the opinion that Dem-
ernra sugnre, generally known as park crys-
tals, nre artiflcially colored for importation,
with the intention of redueimg the dutles
upon them and swindling the government,

TELEGRAPH COMBINATION.

The Twe Oppositien Telegraph Lines
Unite and Will Go Back to the ¢ld
Mates.

[Bpecdial to the Demoreeat.] !
New Youx, Aug. 2L.—The Thneas says that
the termes of agreement betwoon the Western

Union and Atlautic and Pacilic eommitiees

ara as follows

Keene & Bage are o turn over 71000

gharos  Atlantle and  Pacilic stock al 25

to Wm. . Vanderhilt as trustos for the Waest-

orn Union Company, Vanderbilt, in return,
is to glve them an equivalent in stock of the

Western Union Compuany ab 72

The two companies are to continue to carry
on buginess, and all ountetanding contracts
are to be fulillled, but the earnings of both
arn to be pooled, and the Atlantic and Pacitie
is to receive one-cighth of the gross amount,
tha Western Union retaining seven-eighths,

The country ia to be redistricted, superfluous

telegraph affees are to be consolidated, and

rates nro to be raised to the old standard,

Nepotism in Federal Affairs,
[Hpeclal to the Demoerat.)

WasiineToN, Aug. 21, The answers to
fommissioner Barney's Inguiries as to num-
her of relatives holding revenie offices are
very peculiar, and show an astonishing de-
velopment of nepotism in some sections of
tha country, especially so in the Southern
SBtates, Now York and Zennsylvania. In the
Covington, Ky., distriet, thers woero Uhicty-
ono persons related to ench obther helding
revenua offlees, out of some forty appolnt-
m n H,

The President’s Tour.

[Bpecial to the Demoerat,)
Crawronp Hovss, N. H., Aug, 21.—Presi-
dent Hayes and party left Fabyan's at 7:45,
and by sepecial train passed through the
Nutch, reaching North Conway at 9:10 a. m.
Cartiages were obtained there and the Kear-
garge House visited, where a recoption was
tinld by the Executive and the Cabinet, At
GHen Btation o few moments were passed in
handshaking. "T'he party arrived at Old
Wiley House at 11:30 for dinner, before which
a shorl receptlon was held in the parlor, and
at 1 o'clock the ears were taken for Plymouth,

The Losses by the Pitteburg Rlot,
[HBpocial to the Damocrat]

PLADELPHIA, Aug, 21—Commiltess of the
Board of Directors of the Pennsylvanis Rail-
roud Company anid of the Maritime Exchonge
had a consultation to-day relative to an ad-
justment of the losser incurred st Pittsturg
during the strike. An agresment was arrived
at by which snite will be brought against Al-
Jeghany county, and an understanding thut,
aftor the necessary data ghall be preparid,
the claims of merchants will e presented
prior to those of the railroad company, which
will assist the buginess community in suits,

Ordered to be Yaecioated,
[Hpecial to the Democrat.!

Crroaao, Aug. 21..-The prevalence of small-
pox ineertain of the most aqualid portions of
the vity, and the determination to prevent its
gpread have oceasloned the issuance ol an
order’ by Health Commissioner Dewolf re-
quiring that all adults who have nol been
vaecinatod within o period of ten yvears and
all childron between Lthe ages of ten and fif-
teen shall be vaceinated forthwith,

A Grand Indian Council at spokane Falls,
[Hpacial to the Democrat.|

San Fuaxcisco, Aug, 21.—Adviees from
Hpokane Falls, under date of the 15th,
stato that Gen, Wheaton's eommand  arvived
at that point on the toth inst., after eight
days’ march from Lewlston, distant 105 miles,
The (.‘Ult_llnitllil numbers 530 men, all told.
Word has been sent to all the diiferent tribes
in that section to colleet at Spokans Falls for
the settlement of affaire, Nearly a hundred
chiefs and head men are expocted to be
present at the coming couneil, abiput the ve-
sult of which much anxicly is folt among the
seltiers, ng they fear in ense 6 18 not satis-
factory to the Indinns, and the troops should
leave, that they would have to abandon their
honnes,

A River Catastrophy.
[Bpaecial to the Demoerat,]
Muemras, Augz, 21.-This afternoon, while
the steamer Phil Allen was Lving at the wharf,
the safety valve was blown off with a loud
reports
Misgs Lapaugh.was sitting onthe harricane
roof and beeame so badly frightened that she
Jumped from the roof to the lower deck, sus-
faining serious injuries. Miss Lapaugh is
correspondent of the New York Times and
author of n “New Trail to Pike's Poal.”
The saratoga Haces.
[Bpecinl to the Democrat.]
HanaToaa; Aug, 21.—The 1 raco of fo-
day, for a purse of 2400, one amd one-eighth
miles, was won by Virginioe, in 1:577.
The second race, Harding Stakes, for three
wyear olds, one and one-half miles, was won
by Zoo-Zoo, in 2:4815,
The third raee, swoepstakes, for two year
olds, three-quarter mile, was won by Spar-
tan, in 1:19%.

The Pennsylvania Republican Associa-

tion Dissolvre,

] r. 21, —Attorney General
L communication, thinks
i Assoviation a
that the Pr
f\i wmbers who hold po
! 198 rovernmoent ; therefore the
'r-w.twll et last night, voted that all the
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money on hand, after the debts were paid,

ghouldl he sent to the State soldier orphan
schonls of  Pennsylvania, and adjonrned
sine die,
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A Canadian

MoNTREAT, Augr 21,
ingg w lire broke out in the upper
James MeDougall & Cocs grealn eleva
joining their Hour mills on the canal
Wellington bridge, and in a short i
elevator and the whole of the Ewaupper
of the storchouse, where a large quinl
wheal waas stored, were n flanies,

The fiee burned from the top of Lhe slevator
down to the lower llate, Notwithstanding the
efforla of the firemen the tive spread rapidly,
and the {rhborhomd being covered with
mills and factories the fames eaught the
extensive Hour mills of Tra Gould & Sohs,
known as the City Mills, which, with a heayy
stock of grain, wern redud » ashes,

Win. Mooney & Co.'s he o€ nadl tactors
ane part of their rolling mills wisre destroyed,

The fire was nnder control about & o'elock.
The loss is very heavy.
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WAR NOTES.

Prosjtion of the Dussians,
|Speeial to the Demonrat,!

Lompow, Aug. 21.—Thers are few troops at
Drenova anid Gabrova at prosent, A brigade
of the 4th d i s ad Tlrnova,  Reinforee-
ments are moving south to stredgthen the
detachments holding the passes, Cavalry is
advancing agninst Ostman Bazar, Gourkos'
defeat seoms partly to have arvisen from the
pame enuse as other Russian reverses, nnme-
1y, dividing his forees,

GEN. GOVHKO'S DEVEAT,
Heavy Loss to the Russians and the Anni=-
hilation of the Bnigarian Legion,

Lonpox, Aug. 2L.—The Paity News' corro-
spondent telegraphs from Bistova, August 18
u detailed account of the events which cawse
Gen, Gourko's retreat, The account shows
that even lodependently of the relreat bejng
neeessitated by the disaster at Plevna, Gen,
Gourko's forees were completely overwhelmed
by superior forces of Turks, and although
the Russinng gained a brilliant victory at
Yenl Saghra on July 80, Gen, Gourko was
compellsd to retveat on the following day,
although in sight of Iski Baghra, where ho
was obligoid to leave the Bulgarian Legion,
Ao was operating ns nseparate body, to their

Of the Bulgarian Legion, Wi'ik'-h wag
innlly 1600 strong, only 400 or 500 man-
1 to reach the Sehiplka Pags.  Iixelusive of
the Bulgarian loss, Gen, Gourko losl 3000 men
in the two days’ right.iuga\ of the Sth wnd st
of July, During Gourke's retreat through
the narrow Dalbaka amd Hainkol passes,
which was accomnplished on the 24 inst., the
wounded died like fiies from the jolting of the
eonvevances and exposure, Hale men sue-
enmbad from tatigue and sunstroke.

Tha Russian cavaley is now on this side of
the Balkans,

Hehipka Paes is strongly fortifled and armed
with 38 guns and garvisoned by a regiment of
the Eijghth Division. Two reginents hold
Hainkol Pass, which presents a series of for-
nildable defenses,

g
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The Russian Los«es at Plevna,
[Hpecial to the Demoorat.]

B1. PETERSBURG, Aug. 21.—A special Lo Lhe
Goios, and reproduced by the official Bussinn
'n.s_a:alm'.y, admits that the Easslan losses in the
two battles before Plevna were from eight to
ton thousand men, half of whom' were killed
or seriously wounded. About five thousand
woundoed are in the hospitals at Bistova, Sim-
nitza and Turno-Magureli, Of two huwdred
parsone attached to the red eross ambulanees,

forty  wera killed while collecting  the

wounded.

Kossuth Proposes an  Alllance  with
Turkey,

LoxpoN, Aug. 21.-The Timea’ Vienna cor-

respondent states that Kossuth has wdii |
a prociamation to Hangarinne urging A

Hungary to come to an understandin th
the Porte ns to the extent of concessions to
Christians which can be made without com-
promiging the inlegrity of the Turkish em-
pire. Hesays: On The baais of this arrange-
ment an allianes with the Porte ought to be
concludel, Russia should then be called upon
to terminate th

Servin Will Spon Take a Aand in the War.
{Hpeecial to the Demacrat.]

Loxnoy, Aug. 81, —Ttis belivved that Servia
will take a part in the war before long, The
Moseow committer has asked hor todo eo,
and has offared, if she consenta, to nssgist her
with money,

- -

FOREIGN NEWS.

swimming the Engilsh Chanuel,
[Rpecial to the Democrat.]

Loxnoy, Aug. 8L At 340 p. m, yveslerday
Frederick Cavill started from Cape Grizmes to
awim across the English Channel, and sue-
ceeded in the attempt, arviving within fifty
vards of the English coasl, near Dover, at
#:45 this morning, The sea hwing rough
and breakers high, it was consldersd unsafe
for him to land, and ho was taken into a boat.

The Murderers of the Salonicn Consnls
Released,

Towpox, Aug. 21, —A German sguadron has
gone to Salonica in i'ollhi.‘.rglll'nwr..\ilihi- rolese
of the oficiala who woere implicated in the
murder of the consuls.

A agpecial to the Standord from Drosden
announees that the powers at the request of
Gormany are reported to have agresd upon a
eommuntt protest to- the Porte concerning the
releass uP‘ the murderers,

In the above connection Reuter’s Borlin
telegram sonfirms the report that the G
man squadron has left Pireus in the divec-

tion of Paro.
—— - —

THE WEATHER YESTERDAY,

The following {a the “temperature” at the
various points named, as reported by the
Bignal Serviee telegrams furnished by Ser-
geant Brown, of the Signal Bureau, and indi-
callng the state of the temperature at the
points named, at 3 p. m. yestefday :

Calro 85 degrees, nnati 87, Galveston
57, Reokuk 83, LaCrosss 64, avenworth 72,
Louisville 88, Memphis 84, Nashvilla 83,
Omaha 69, Pittsburg 91, Shreveport 7, Bt
Louis 77, St. Paul 70, Vicksburg 79, Yankton
(DT 78 Angusta ((2a) 89, Coroieann (Tax
54, Mobile 52, Montgomery 8, Savannah 83,
New Orleans 82, and key West 01,

The following were the variations of tem-
perature, according to  the thermometer
Fahrenheit) at Duhamels store, on Canal
street, vestords

6@, m, 75; 12 noon, %;
m.,, 8.

3p. om, 886D

——— — =

Monnlight, cool breezes and goo ic ab
Cerile: Gardens to-pight, 250, i maslo
. ——r—

The King of Spain intends to
lish a French theatre at Madrid.

estab-

Many of the debts con-t.ll;;t;.é-d by the
Shah of Persia in England are said to

i be yet unpaid.

2 that comesa from it

s —

THE lf_(-)l' NTRY : PR ESS.

The Parish of Cameren,
{Opelousas Conrier, |

Cnmeron being a little world off by
itself, news comes slowly, and way not
always be rellanle: but from what has
alremdy franspired there we are pre-
pared to believe any report of violenoe
The best thing for
the Legislature to do af its next session
{a'to abollsh that parish and return its
component parts to the parishes from
which they weare taken,

Road and Levee Law.

[Weast Baton Houge bogar Bowl.]
The road and lovee law passed by the
poiice jury of Aseension parish, on the
24th of July last, rafeod such a row
among the people of that parish, that
the jury was compelled to call an exttn
meetiog of that body and have it re-
geinded, When the people muake up
their minds not to obey a law, the heat
thing to do 8 to repeal it. At homse
here the rond andylovés law does oot
seom fo meet with any great amount of
favor, although all are willing to com-
ply with nny ressonablo law in relation
to roada and Jovees, Thae next Lingiala-
ture must make some greab changes in
the present State laws in regard tothem
or they will remain as dead letters upon
the statute books, Never erowd a will-
ing people, should be the motto of our
present legislutors,
District Conrt Expense,
{Tbibodrnx Eentinel |

There ia & grave érror in the eriminal
laws that onght to be corrected ufan
early day, The time betwosn sesslons
of eriminal courta is too long.
Two terms only ara held in a yoar, ao
that many eriminals lis in jail four to
six months, awalting trial,
Every man accused of erime is entitled
to and should have aspeedy trial, If
guilty he should be speedily punished,
if innocent he should be promptly set
at liberty. The taxpayers should de-
mand that eriminal courts meet oftener,
at  least six times in & year, in
order that every man demandin
trial should have his oase examined,
and not kept six months, at a heavy
expense bo the parish, in jail before he
can have a hearing, Hundreda of dol-
lars are annuslly paid by parochial su-
thorities for board of prisopers, which
would be reduced more than fifty per
oent were erimioal courts to sit oftener,
This is & very serious question that
every voter should Investigate, and see
that men be sent to the Legislature in
future who favor such reduction of ex-
pensos, It ean be done, and as a new
era of economy in pub]ic burdens is
being inaugurated, this item should not
be forgotten or postponed,

Against a Convention,

[Autakapas Begater. |

The errors of a defective constitution
may be remedied by amendment, sub-
mitted through the Legislature to the
votera at the next general election, with
greater economy, Here is an eminently
practical suggestion at this time. The
people want a rest from a condition of
almogt ceaselesa political agitation.
They were led to expect it under the
present administration. The calling of
a convention would be simply putting all
the office seokers to work, and not a few
bulldozers besides, to' the detriment of
planting interssta,

Ao Convention.
[Alexandria Domocrat. ]

Wa notice that one or two of our ex-
changes are agitating the question of
holding & constitutional convention,
and we wiah to put ourself in opposition
to the project as being expenalve, almost
useless, and at this time calculated to
do much harm and put a_weapon in the
hands of our enemies, Wa du notsny
that the constitution of 1865 Is perfect
by any means, but the necessary
changes can be made in a much more
slmple way than by calling a constity-
tional eonvention. The esame Legisla-
ture which would have to eall the con-
vention ecan propose instead of such
enll whatever amendments may be

vote of the people at the election to be
held next fall, und that will be an end
ol the matter.
would be necegsary to have an election
first for delegates, then the convontion
would sit at a great expenee, and after
all the constitution adopted by them
would have fo'be submitted to the
popular vote. The greatest difference
between the present and the former
eonstitution in anfe bellum davs is the
parish court system and registration in
elections, The former  haa already
been submitted to the people, without
result, So far as we are informed, the
prosont Liegislature has already elimi-
nated the objectional featnres of the
registration law and the other changes
which are desirable will probably be
slight and unimportant.

Any movement in the directionof &
convention to change the entire consti-
tution would be purposely misunder-
atood at the North, and it would at once
be srid that we were preparing to
abridge the political rights of the negro.

The Convention.

[#hreveport Timse, |
The Alesandria Democral s the only
paper we have yet heard of taking
ground againet & conatitutional conven-
tion. One reason urged by our contem-
porary is that amendments can be sub-
mitted by the, Legislatare to the popu-
lar vote, which would answer the pur-
yose as well as if made by a eenvention.
ur experiment with such amendments
at the last election are enough to show
how uneertain and upsatisfactory such
an expedient la, IP only two or three
amendments were necessary they might
be made in the manner the Demecraf
suggests, butit ia impossible to accom-
plish the needed reforms, when the

whole detestable instrument needs
cutting  wm, root and branch.
Again, the Democral thinks ~our

“Northern friends” might misrepresent
our motives aod get offended at us as
setting on foot an enterprise to abridge
negro suffrage. If we need a cooven-
tion we should have one, regardless of
the fact that Maine might not be pleased
with the idea. Maine does not consult
our wishes when she desires to change
her organic law. No one has interfered
with the conventions of Virginia,
Georgia or Arkansas. And, as regards
the negro, the first utterance of the
Georgia Convention was to pledge itselt
against any abridgement of his rights.
Nohody wants to deprive the negro of
the right of suffrage, except the Radi-
cals who have discovered that Le [sa

needed, and thev ean he submitted to a

To eall a convention it |t

elub given us by them to break their
own heads with. We do not think ouyp
respected coptemporary represents the
gentiment of the people of Rapides on
thiz subject,

A friend euggesta that perhaps the
nocessary turning out of all the present
offico-holders might be urged aa an ab-
jection to the proposed sonvention. On
the contrary we think it n sirong argu-
ment in_its favor. A% the recent eleo- |
tion nearty half the candidates elocted
were Hadleals of the same type as thoso
who had disgraced the Btate so long.
These incompetent men—many of them
Judgea of high grade—cannot be re-
moved by address because of the want
of a sufficient majority in the Senate.
The people do pot want them to bs sad-
dled on them for three vears. A ocon-
vention would clean them out effectu-
ally. Those who deserve to ba re-
electad would, of eourse, be returnad,

We hope thers will ba o full and fair
discussion of this nqueation before the
General Astembly mests, We are con-
fident that i5-will ond in the adoption of
the view wa have taken oI the subject,

Pur Maiis,
[Rapides Chazette ]

“There is something rotten in Den-
mark!” Wedon't know exactly whera
it i3, but the smell is getting very dis-
tinat, There is something extremely
wrong with the mails, We have gent
monay through the maild, which never
arrived at ita desvination, We have re-
coived notices of goods mailed to us by
Fastern and Western firms, which never
came to hand, 'There is & ramor afloat
to the effect that we are to have but one
maull par week, to be carried by steam-
boat, We have written the Postal Depart-
ment fir official information on this auh-
jeot., When it arrives we will lay it bao-
fore our readers. We would thank every
person who reads this to notify us if he
has lost any property in the mails, 1t
may become neceesary for this commu-
nity to memorialize the Postmaster
General, or even the President and
Congress,

The Bayou Lafonrche Bridge.
[ Assum stion Pioneer. ]

Tha bridge of the raliroad sn the La-
fourche, near Donaldsonville, is a costly
nuisance to all those who navigate the
bayou, to say nothing of its annoyance
to captainsg and danger to flat and
steambonts. The dealers in coal charge
two cents per barrel on all eonl which
passes the bridge for tug hire, which
operates as a direct tax on the eon-
aumere of that indispensable article,
And as we consume annually at least
thras hundred thousand barrels, we pay
each wyear six thousand dollars addi-
tional on account of the bridge. The
location of the pler seems to have been
made with malice aforethought, to close
the navigation of our besutiful stream.

Whenever the publie ascertains by
the decision of the courts to whom the
bridge belongs, proceedings should be
instituted to abate the nuisance, Noth-
ing but good pllots and great good luck
have prevented the loss of flatboats
passing when the bayou is full and the
wind high. Tt is somewhat surprising
that our people should have remained
quiet so long under thisaffliction, for it
applies with greater force to the coal
cousumers of Lafourche, who buy
mora of it than we do,

R - & e

MONEY AN STOUKS,

[Bopacial to the Demoerab.]

New York, Aug. 2. -Gold 1043, 1L K. @8
1, 1llig; do coupons 112, new 4ig's
f 710705 do eoupons 10844: do 1865, new
fesue, 1060, 0@106% ; do 1867, 1086210874 ; do 14968,
coupons, 111%; 10-40°s, 108% @100 ; do con-
pons, 1122621137 ;f cutrency 65, 1247;; now
AT L B T LT

Losvon, Aug. 21—Consols for mone
95 5-16: U, 8. new 1256 10602; dp 1967
10-40'8, 10815 5 new &' 10714 Trie 10

2
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MOMESTIC MARKETS,

[Bpoeial to the Demacrat,]
Crvorssars, Aug. 81 —Flour dull and droco
ing. Wheat tirm : white §120@1 30,
vaks gteady and unchanged, Whisky activ
aml higher; 51 10, Pork nominal. Ll oot
H0308.40.  Bulle meats firmor 4.8 Bacon
steady and unehanged,
Oittcaco, Awr. 21, Corn steady, 421 @421;
Beptember,  Wheat ireegular, 967 Seplom-
f, Pork guiet, 312 374 Septembor, $12 45
by, Lard  quicl, - 8274 September,
4 October,  Dry salt meats, boxed, shoul
nominally, 6aats, short rib 62, short
clear 7, long clear and short clea ‘s long
clear 6L, Whisky firm, 31 09,
57, Loums, Az 21—Flour lower to soll.
gher; No, 2 red 81 265 Did cash, & do
$1 1841 18Y5 Augast, 1.07%0

412 October.  Corn betfer, 3004@40Y cash,
4ty Heptembe L7 o Uptober,  Oats
hetier, 26 cash, = tober. Whisky

A
firm, 81 09, Pork dull]
Bulk meats —nothing deing,
unchanged,

bing at %12 75,
Bacon and lard

Middling Uplands d; ing
6 8-16d 5 sales H000 bales, of which 500 wore
spectlation and export; receipts 1800, Ameri-
can oin,

Futures 1-32d cheaper; Uplands, Tow Mid-
dling clanse, ;\u.qm-_;{- delivery, 5 11-16d ; Au-
gust and Sepltembor, 5 11-16d; September and
Octoter, 6 15-160; October and November,
i 3l-gd.

RIVER NEWS.
[Sperial 5 the Democral.]

MeMrIns, Aug, 21 Departed: Bee and
htrges for St Lowis,
= —

T
Palals Hoyal,

Among the many changes to take place soon
on the grand boalevard none will be more sirik-
ing and more indicative of the good time to come
thap the swaying to the breeze the baoners of the
grand * Palais Royal” Onr enterprising friend
Levy, who has for 2o msny yeers been tke popu-
lar proprietor of the dollar etore, No. 187 Canal
street, seema to have hed hig faith sbaken in re-
poblican iostitutions and idess, apd is deter-
mined, with c¢ne fuil swoop, to obliterate the
name of Aoll#r etore [orever. He fw making prep-
arations for the opsning of this elegant and gor-
goons establishmon!, saud nothing will be spared

Southern country. Lewy's dollar stors is known
throughout the whole South, sod as it has been
known for ita promptness in filling orders and
the polite attention of the clerks, and the place to |
gat evorything, so will the Palsis Royal grow
into popular Iwvor, for we will see in the large
and gilded signs thet are to adorn the building
evidences of & new era, & proaperity which we
have looged for bat pever expeeted until the
present time.

Puay your buggi

B #nd carriegea from L. T.
Maddnx, 35 Carondel ;

et etreet, uesr corner Gre-

P nte testified balore the commission that the
T an of drayage to them, in their ordinary bn-i-

in making it the most attractive place in the

THE FINAL REPORT |

OF THE NEW 0RLEANS CUNTOM-HOUSE

COMMIsSION,

Economy and Civil Serviee Reform.
The report of the reeent Custom-Honae Com-
miesion has been put ia typs at Waehington and
wavanoy proofs mailed to the press of the cunn-
try.

From the proof received last might it was
shown, first, that the letter of matractions from
{ha Becratary of the Iresenry directed seven

lines of inqniry which eovered pearly overything
in the way of invoatigation. Then follows several

letters from the Collector
TO THM COMMIBATON,

the snbatanes of which has already been mude
publinin the colqgmue of the Disourar,  Vollow-
ing nsxh is the preliminary report of the commis-
pion, and next comes the flaal report, which we
present in Full:

Cosron-Hovse, New ()m,mmg,'

Auguat 4, 1577,

Sir—In thefy praliminary report of the 80tk
Juane, the sommission sppointed by tho Hon,
Jobn f. King, Colieotor of Customa for this dis-
trigt, in compliancs with instroctions from the
honorable Sscrctary of the Treasnry, gave their
views in regard to the foree seinally necegeary to
perform the lubor incident to tha busineas of this
purt, and its organization, They alzo stated that,
whilst it appeared to them Lhat ceriain of the em-
ployes were not up fo the standard of character and
effictenay which shonld be maintained in meking
appoiutments to public offioes, they would leave
snch ¢ases to be acted upon by Lhe Oollector,
They are of opinion that furlber redoctions than
those recommendsd are impractioable at this
tima., In makibg icvestigation uoader parte 2 to
7, inelusive, of their instruciione, the eommission
oallad upun the Ocllector to farnish piute of
rovord in regird to tha paafhistory of the Ona-
kem- Himse, and as to sbsenf@eism on bue pary of
the Uolleotor and other chiel officore, but e has
neglected tocomply with this requeat with regar
to absenteeinm, statiog verbally that he did not
think it was the design or the desire
of the hooorable Hecrotery of the Tremsnury
to enterinto inguiry as to these matters, and far-
ther that the reourds of his offise did nus empply
the neceseary dats. The ocvmmission have,
therafore, refrained from any such investigation,
except sc far ag portains to the manner of con-
lnoting rontine bnai i zurated undor the
Inte administration and in furcs at the present
writing, Ounsequently, they are of opiuion that,
after their final adjoarnment, many thinge which
wonld otherwise have been brought to their
notice will remain for inveatigation by the sapecial
agont of the Tressury Department sssigoed to
this digtrict.
OUMPLAINTS OF MEBCHANTS,

Natwith:ianding tha fact that the commis-
sion, by means of advertisements ia the daiy
newspapers of New Orloaoe, and special eommu.
nioationae addressadijby the Uollector to the Oham-
ber of Commares and Cotton Exchange, vopies ol
which are hereto appeoded, advised all of their
readingss bo hear any complsiok or sugpeation
beariog npon the administration of customs s’
fairn at this port, bat few of the leading brokers
and merchants presented themselves, and thees
with evigent reluotauce. Without being able to
give & anffiolent eanan for it, the commission are
wntisfied that many wonld have come beforo thom
hiad it not been for a fear that their faciliies for
doing business with the Custom-House wonld be

ing an the othor porta mentioned in ssotion 2097,
ltovised Blatntes, This wonld require legislation.
In their opinion, & change in the law in this re-
apect would greatly, facilitate trade with hlezico
from this point; snd they do not ges how the fn-
tereats of the government conld be jeopardized
il the change were made.

CORBULAR 1N VOIURS AND ORITIFIOATES,
Merchanta goriplain of the exsetion from them
of afee for m boud in eases where, from some
oanse other than & change in destination of mor-
chandise, after the yeriliestion of the invoies, the
triplioate invoice has not come b6 haod, aa pre-
aeribed by paragraph 331, costowms regaistions.
They nrge that thoy sheull oot b hold reapon-
wibin for the neglact of the United Btates consnl,
A oase was brought to the attention of the som-
m peion where the veesel, haviug been eighty
daya makiog the yoyage from Maracillea, arrived
tn wdyanee of the triphoate invoises, and evary
vonsiznes wag, in conaeruence, required to give
bond to pay the fee. The commission ars im-
prossed wih the jostice of this complaint, snd
auggeat thak the wiong be remedisd, either by
enfurcing n more prompt tranemission of fi-
virivea by the consuls, or by remitting the feo for
tha execntion of the bond referred to.

1% is aleo » sabject of complaint that s reeent
treasury regalation reguirea the exporter of {or.
sign merghandize to give bond to produns the
vertificate of the foreign revenun officer of the '
port to whioh the exportation is made thet the
dutias therson have been paid, or secured, to the
fumjfu government, It ia elaimod that neither
tha American exporter nor the government of tha
United States i+ able to contrel the foreign afoer;
yol that the export bond ao given csnnot be enn-
celled till this olten imuossible condition i com-
plied with. We reapectfully recommend that this
ragulation sbonld be modifidd, ao that, in casa
the loreign officer shonld refuse to grapt such
oerlificare, whioh, we are informed, has vcourred
in eaveral matances, the Usited Stalos consul, or
wwo Amcivan merchants where thers ia no gon-
aul, shall certify to such refosal; and such oer-
tifioate, togother with the oertificate of the con-
aignos aa to the landing of the merohandise, ahail
}t;a nduni:-.lnm for ths cancellntion of the export

ond,
EXCRSSIVE SAMPLING.

HSome compiaint has been made of exovasive
sampﬂnﬁiﬂ the appraiser’s atore, but the prao-
{ice, so [ar as we can learn, appears to have been
confined to subordinates. he importers, a8 &
rule, do not seem to have direeted the attention
of the hesds of departmentsa to the abwae, in
order that it might be corrected, nor do they ap-
pear, with one or iwo exceptions, to have ever
osiled on the appraiser for the retnrn of their
aamples, as they bad a right to do, Appa-
rently this has not been dome becanse fhe 1m-
portera fenred they might suffer in their future
transactions with the department if they at-
tempted to remedy their griovaness, The com-
miseion believe that the plaints made arein
some caped well fonuded, bt the responsibility
cannot be fixed, from the facl that the appraiser's
store pechages are not sealed sfter examineiion,
aud the lusses may bave oeccurrad ab the ware-
house, alter tran-fer from the appraiser’s store,
or at the atore of the importer.  We recomment
that hereafter all packagea opened by the ap-
praizers be corded end sealed before being re-
muved from the appraiser's custody, snd that
the name of the examiner bs stencilled on tho
Pﬂc}tlFﬂ. The examiner can then be held ra-
apanaible for sny shovbage not noted in the in-
voige a8 having ocourred prior to the reception of
the package by the rppraiser.

APPRATHEMENT OF MERCHANDISE.

The commission knve observed with surprise
thet, with rare exceptions, the valua®as stalod in
the fnvuiuu hana Bean found by the appralser io be
the trae valne of the goods imported. The ex-

onrtailed adber the adjonrnment of the; 4
if they did eo, ‘This state of things hoa left the
comamission to their own resources for mostof
the information they have obtained of irregular-

p are on invoices of no grest value, and
where the sdditions have been made by the im-
porters, Yot it is in evidence befors the commia-
#ion that, espaocially among the merchanta of
Continentsi Lurope, great elasticity of conscioncs

it in the transaction of the bual of this
port,
DRAVAGT AND WAREHOUSE BYSTEM,

Prominent smong o mplaints made h{ mer-
chants was a generally exprossed dissatislastion
with the ayetem of drayage existing prior to the
st of Juuse, 1877, They say it hus been teo ex-
penaive, that partiality has been shown, and thst
the draymen designated by the offiziais have not
been sufficiently props and accommodating,
On invesigatson we fiud thess complainta to be
well loonded. The evidence sdduced from the
rocords of the Castom-House satiefies us, whilat
there is no legal proof of conspiraey to defrand,
that the public cartags system was made nae of
by persons in power al this port to extart from
the government several thousand dollars per
anoum, which, while it appesred to go into the
hands of the nomioal cuniractors, eventually
renched theso officers or their friends, The rec-
ords of the publio store show that the cost of
pablic drayage for tha year 1876 was 4214 cents
per package, and for the year 1877 to June 1 it
waa 36 conts per package.

Hinoe the firat of Jnuoe, the sxpense of sarting
has been redncad o 18 eents per pack Mer-

prevails with regard to the valned plwerl npon
gooda excorted, It is asserted thet in wome in-
atanoes threa acta of invoices are given—ope rep-
rasenting the aotusl eash valne of the goods; oue
below cost, for the importer te enter by, and cne
sbove cost, for the importar to sell by, It is auyg-
geated that the Collector's attention be callad to
the apparent syropathy exlaung between the ap-
praisers and the importers in this regard,

The commission have to report that tunasu-

thorized persons have been and are allowed in
the appraisers’ rooms when examinations of mer-
chandise are made, in total distegard of article
431) of the tteasury regulstions of 1874,
We have not discovered any irregularity in the
manner of doing business in the appraiser’s de-
partment other then those named, nor Liave auy
surions complaints been made by merohants rela-
tive to the admivistration of that office, which s
nol purprising under the eondition of thiogs rep-
resented above.

CLABHIFICATION OF ATTGAR,

The system of sampling and classifying sugara
at thin port we believe to be corrsct; bub it s

L]

ges, was from G to 1l cents per package. In

ngequence of the foregoing acts, wo recem-
mend the revocation of the present appointient
of publie draymap, which wra made in accord-
arce with inatructions eontained 1n Department
lettors of Febroary 0 and Febroary 23, 1877,
copies of which are hereto appeuded, sod that
the contraot be awarded to the lowest bidder, in
gonformity to the provisicns of the sct o June
22, 1874, nt & rate mot to exceed 12 cents per
psokage. The comuingion further recommend, in
tho case of sempis packsges, that the consignee
be reqnired to pay the sum of 26 cents oo each
package eonsigned to bim, to cover $he expense
of deayage lmriF= handling.

It i in evidence before the commission that at
one tims doring the former administration the
general order busineas was go controlled that but
one warehouse—Warehonse No. 6—and that one
of the furthest removed from the steamship
landings, until the propriators of the other ware-
honses, Noe. 1 aud 11, Lind cloeed ap their busi-
neus and lessed their stores to the parties inter-
cated in No, 6, aad then ths general order busi:
ness was afterwards divided between the three.
‘The practice of ordering all groda to No. 6 had
ths double effect of consolidating the storage in
one person'a hands, and giving the pablic dray-
man the Lighest rate for carryimg. Warehonses
Nos. 1 spd 11 bave since been clored, and the
general order buainesd is now nearly equaily di-
vided between the oply two warshonges mow in
oxistonoe.

The commiesion are of opinion that, by makiog
nes of the basement and upper story of the Uns
tom-Honee for warshtnee purposes, the rpaces
now vacant might be made a sowrce of saving, if
not of profit, to the government ; but bafore this
can be dous farther repaira are noeded. The nee
of the Ouatom-Honse as s genersl order ware-
honse woun'd boe A convenienes to merchante, it
being readily eccessible from ther stores and
from ail wharves whers ships land.

Merchants complain that on the arrival of a
vessel from a foreign port, & general order ia is-
sued for the landing of her cargo, and a8 it 1s
imposeible for them, in many instences, to pre-
sare and have their entriss passed on the lirst
da¥, their goods are went t¢ general-order stors,
thns entailing burdensome charges for draysge,
handling and storage.  Ae, however, the city an-
thorities have thns far refused permiseion to
ateamship linea to ereet coversd and enclosed
docka oo which to discharge their cargoes, and
in view of the fact that importers accept a bill of
lading providipg for immediate delivery, the
eommiason do oot feel inclined to recommend
any change in the practics, leaving it 0 the fm-
portera to apply to their eity rulers, in their own
behalf, for the nocessary relisl,

The commizsion have been anable to secertain
if tiie warehonse system ia conducted irregalar-
Iy in any respect oiber than those heretofore
mentioned.

IMPORTATIONS TO MEXICO.

Mossrs, C. A, Whiteey &nd others represent
that raerchandisze arrving ab this port from for-
cign eonntries, and deslined for Mexican ports,
ig nrnecessarily detained, aait is taken throngh a
process of appraisersent, ineiend of being pars
mitted to go fyrward, in bond, withont appraise-
ment. This delay, they msacrt, prevents Ameri-
ean importers from suceessiully competing wish
fore goers engaged in trade with Mexico, The
eommistion cauuob eee iow the bm:io

Vier.

done otbherwige in eoulormity with law, nuless
Brownesvilie, Texas, bo placed on the sgme foot-

8 can ba !

repr ted by the appraiser Laving charge of
thig branch that the etandard Duoleh samples
supplied by the department are not suilables for
the proper elassification of the Weet Indian
eugard received at this port, being too gray in
color to admit of a faic comparizon, Tpie sug-
geated that samples be prooared throogh fne
United Htatos Consul at Havana to {orm the
gtandard for sugare at this port,
WEIGHING ARD GAUGING,

In the weigher's depariment the eommission
have fonnd no cauge for complaint. The forca
waH in excess of what was mecessary, and the
commiesion recommend some chapge in ite or-
gaoization in their preliminary report. The
repords of the weigher's office are well kept; the
instrumenta are in good order, and that the re-
turns made are correct ia judged from the fict
that goveroment weigher's returns are made iho
bagis of both selea and purchases in preference
to those of oity or privaie weighers. We have
failed to find an instepoe in which sny member
of the foree has received payment lor lebor not
actually pesformed, or any indieation of esllusion
with the ity weighers. [n fact, the commizsion
fnd much to commend in the general mansge-
mant of this branch of the public sarvice atl this

Tt
In the ganger’s department the incompetency
which tuggested itself was applisd, and bus name
was submaitted to the Golleetor for removal,
ENTRY OF MERCHANDISE,

of that officer was #o apparent that the onlyremedy

Tho eommis#ion bave been carsful to ascortain
whether merchapdise has been permitted to pass
ioto conemmption withon! the paymeunt of the
proper daty or before the government was fully
seenred for any duties which might be foood to
be due, - Wo found the edministration of the de-
Partm»nts of “entry of merchandisa” and
‘honds” to be, with a few exceptions, ex-
esallent, But at the entry desk it has beon the
castom for the entry sierk (acting deputy callec-
tar) to not ouly estimata the doty on the entry,
bat to indicate the packagea for the sppraiser’s
store, and to give all the instrnctions necesasry
for the disposttion of the entire cargo, In addi-
tien to this, the same officer, who {8 & notary
public, has mude nearly all the Cnstom-Honse
powers of attorney execated at thie port Mosny of
them daring business hours), for which a {ne,
ranging from $2 50 to 85, ia  charged, and
bas attested all the affidavita of she inspec-
tors to their accounts, and gpf imporiera
whenever an oath was required, charging thero-
for a fee of twenty-five cents. The commission
are of agmmn that thia is too much to requirs or
permit from gpe dficer, and recommend that the
| entry clerk b# direcied to give bis undivided si-
teation to estimatiog the duties on the eatres
presented to him, in conformity with the tarma
of article 350, en toma regnlations, snd that in
respect to affidavits gra of atlorney, he
be required to confor what ia the suthunzed
practice st othar porta,””

We have ascertained that in the easo of ona
importer of this city, this esme officer Lias bein
in the habit of ordering the entire imperistion to
the appraiee:’s store frequently before sn entry
| was made, thus saving the importer the geueral
| order charges, which would ordinsrily follow a
palect to bave the entry prepared wi the
time prescrived by law. Tha officer informa ns,
however, that this was dope by ihe expross
direction of the lats Collector,

The commisgion have learned that in former
it waa tre enstem ab this port to allow en
o v rnein mnlignidaced, and the e :

T Cominued on kighih Page,
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