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DOMESTIC NEWS.

PRAIDi1 IN si.ARt IMPORTATION.

The Finest ftual lies of Monar Artificially
Colored to Avoid Duties.

[Special to the Democrat.l
WASHINOTON, Aug. 21. -- Special Agent

Chamberlain, in a report of his investigation
Into the alleged fraudulent importatitn of
colored sugars at the ports of Boston, New
'York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, repro-
f'tnts that this class of sugars is lniportedl
'1n larger quantities at New York than else-
where. The mrerchants and refiners at nll r
the ports named are of the opinion that [Ucn-
erara sugars, generally known as park crys-
tals, are artilicially colored for Importation,
with the intention of rldn'ing thn duties c
Upon them and swindling the goverunment.

TELE(iRAI'II EOqIINATION.

The Two Opposition Telegraph Lines
Unite anti GViil 4.o Hark to the Old
Rates.

[Special to the Demoerat.l
Nitw YoRK, Aug. 21.-The 'Tires says that

the terms of agreement between the Western '
Union and Atlantic and Pa1iile committets n
are as follows:

Keeno & Sage are to turn over 71,000 )
shares Atlantic and Pacille stock at 25 c
to Wm. H. Vanderbilt as trustee fort he West- e
ern Union Company. Vanderbilt, in return,

is to give them an equivalent in stack of the
Western Union Company at 72.

The two companies are to continue ti carry

on business, and all outstanding contracts
are to be fulfilled, but the earnings of both
are to be pooled, and the Atlantic and Pacific E
Is to receive one-eighth of the gross amount, I

the Western Union retaining seven-eighths.
The country is to ie redistricted, superfluous
telegraph offices are to he consolidated, and I
rates are to be raised to the old standard. 1

Nepotism in Fedrail Affairs.
(Special to the Democrat.l

WARIITiNITON, Aug. 21.-. The answers to
Commissioner Barney's inquiries as to nunt-
bet of relatives holding revenue olfices are o
very peculiar, and show an astonishing de-
velopment of nepotism in some sections of
the country, especially so in the Southern
States, New York and 2ennsylvania. In the
Covington, Ky., district, there were thirty-
one persons related to each other holding
revenue offices, out of souie forty appoint-
mn I s.

The President's Tour.

[Slpeial to the Democrat.
CRAWFORD HousE, N. H., Aug. 21.-Presl-

dent Hayes and party left Fabyan's at 7:45,
and by special train passed through the
Notch, reaching North Conway at 9:10 a. in.
Carriages were obtained there and the Kear-
sarge House visited, where a reception was
held by the Executive and the Cabinet. At
Glen Station a few moments were passed in
hand-shaking. The party arrived at Old
Wiley House at 11:30 for dinner, before which
a short reception was held in the parlor, and
at 1 o clock the ears were taken for Plymouth.

The Losses by the Pittsburg Riot.
[Special to the Demo'rat.l

PTITLADELPHIA, Aug. 21-Coimmittees of the
Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company and of the Maritime Exchange
had a consultation to-day relative to an ad-
justment of the losses incurred at Pittsburg
during the strike. An agreement was arrived
at by which suits will be brought against Al-
leghany county, anti an understanding that,
after the necessary data shall ie prepared,
the claims of merchants will be presented
prior to those of the railroad company, which
will assist the business community in suits.

Ordered to be Vaccinated.
tihpicial to the Democrat.)

CThcAoo, Aug. 2l.,-The prevalence of small-
pox incertain of the most eqal liti portions of

the city, and the determination to prevent its
spread have occasioned the issuance of an
order' by Health Cnimiissiouer Dewolf re-
quiring that all atinlts who have not ieon

vaccinated within a period of ten years a-tii
all children hetween the ages of ten and fif-
teen shall be vaccinated forthwith.

A Grand Indlian Council at spokane Falls.

[Special to the Domocrat.I
SAN FRANorsco, Aug. 21.-Advices fron

Spokane Falls, under date of the 15th,
state that Gen. Whleatomn's comamandl arrivell
at that potint tol the 110th inst., after cigiht
(lays' march front Lewiston, tlistant 1105 miles.
The comimiinit ntombsis .:ii nien, all told.
Word has been si'nt hi itil the ilihierent tribes
Inl tiet sectittn Ill olllii it Spi kane Fells for
the settlement of lTrairo. Nearly a hundred
chiefs and heati men ate expetli til b ie
present at the conming tittincil, aiboitt thle re-
sult tif which moth auxilty is flt t.ati ong the
settlers, as they fear in ease it is nit satis-
factory Ito tite Indians, and the truootc huld ttt

leave, that thywoult havi' to ataudoti hthir
hoites. __________

A River Catastrophy.

7[Spolal to the Demoerat.]
MEMtPHrs, Aug. 21.- --This afternoon, while

the steamer Phil Allen was lying at the wharf,
the safety valve was lowin oTf with a loud
report.

Miss Lapaugh.was sitting on the hurti-eane
roof and became so badly frighttned that she
jumped from the 0 of to the lower deck, sus-
taining serious injuries. Miss Lpnttgh is
correspondent of the New York '5mes and
authorvof a New Trail to l'ike's Peak.'

The narato~a anees.

[Spienl to the Democrat.]
- tAaAtT-sia , Aug. -21.-The --i-twt rm of to-
day, for a purse of $400. one and one-eighth
miles, was won lv Virginius. in 1:574.

The sevond raee, Harding Stakes, for three
year olds, one and one-half miles, was won
by Zoo-Zoo, in 2:4:14.

The third race, sweepstakes. for two year
olds. three--luarter mile, was won by Spar-
tan, in 1 :19 ,.

The Pennsylvania Republican Asaocia.
tioan Di solves*.

WZASHINOTON. Aty. 21.- Attorney Gen'eral
DCeves, in an utli-ial romuin in ion, thinks
the Peausylvania IEpubti-an Association a
Politieal organization, and that the Presi-
'lentt's order applies t~ membtl-I s who hold po-
Sitjitis under thu government; therefore the

-oriation met last night, voted that all the

16 -

money on hand, after the debts were paid,
should he sent to the State soldier orphan
schools of Pennsylvania, and adjourned
sine tie.

A Canadian Csnflegratilon.
MONTlEA,. Aug.21.--At 2O'elotkthis morn-

ing a fire broke out in the upper story of
,James McDougall & Co.'s grain elevator, ail-
oining their flour mills on the ('a1n11I hank,
Wellington brllge and in a short (nti 10he I

elevater and the wioie of the two upper floors t
of the storehouse, where a large iuantiti Y of t
wheat was stoired, were in Ilamnes.

'11le fire burned front the tip of t(le elevator'
down to the lower haths. Notwithstanding t he
('oltts o'f the tiren'in the lire spread rapidly,
and the nelghhorhooli being covered with
mills and factories the Nlames eaught the
extensive flour mills of Ia f Gould t Sons,
known is the City Mills, which, with a heavy
stock of grain, were rjouced to ashes. J

Win. Mooney A Co.'s horseitsho nail factnrv 2
and port of their roiling nilIs were destroyei. F

'ITt( lire was tnder control about 5 o'clock. t
The loss is very heavy. 1

---WA R NOTES. t
Poetlon of the Rhusians. .

l1N4itial to the Demoeratrt)
LoNDoN, Aug. 21.-There are few trotlps at

Drenova ard (labrova at present. A brigade I
of the 14th divilion is at T'inova. RIOiforcl'-
ments are moving south to stredgthen the t
detaehmnents holding the passes. Cavalry is t
advancing against Osrman huzar. Goirkos' I
defeat seems partly to have arisen from the 1
same cntuie as other Russian reverses, name- 1

ly. dividing his furies.

GEN. GOURHI'O DEFEAT.

Heavy Loss to the Russians and the Arnni-
hilation of the Buii arian Legion.

LoDnoN, Aug. 21.--The Doily Neit(' corre-
spondent telegraphs from Sistova, August 15
a detailed account of the events which causiO I
(len. Gourko's retreat. The account shows
that even independently of the retreat hesng
necessitated by the disaster at Plevna, (len.
Gourko's forces were completely overwhelmed I
by superior forces of Turks, and although
the Russians gained a brilliant victory at
Yeni Saghra on duly 80. Gen. Gourko was
compelled to retreat on the following day,
although in sight of Eski Saghra, where he
was obliged to leave the Bulgarian Legion, 1
who was operating as a sepitratte bloy, to their
fate. Of the Bulgarian Legion, which was
toriginally 1600 strong, only 400 or 501) man-
aged to reac h the Schipka Pass. Exclusive of
the Bulgarian loss, Gen. Gourko lost 3000 men
in the two days' lighting of the 30th and 81st
of July. During G(iourko's retreat through
the narrow Dalbaka and Hainkoi passes,
which was accoirplished on the 2t1 inst. the
wounded died like flies from the jolting of the
conveyances and exposure. Hale men sue-
cutnhed from fatigue and sunstroke.

The Rissian cavalry Is now on this side of
the Balkans.

Sehipka Pass is strongly fortified and armed
with 28 guns and garrisonel by a regiment of
the Eighth Divisrin. Two regirients hold
Hainkol Pass, which presents a series of for-
midable defenses.

The Rui~ian Loses at Plevna.
(Special to the Domocrat.J

ST. PETERsBUEG, Aug. 21.-A special to the
Golob, and reproduced by the official Russian
agency, admits that the Russian losses in the
two battles before Plevna were from eight to
ten thousand men, half of whom were killed
or seriously wounded. About live thousand
wounded are in the hospitals at Sistovat. Sin-
nitza and Turno-Magureli. Of two hundred
persons attached to the rede eriss ainbultantes,
forty were killed while collecting the
wounded.

Kossuth Proposes an Alliance with
Turkey.

LONDON, Aug. 21.-The Timtes' Vienna cor-
respondent states that Kossuth has adidr'issed
a prvclamation to Illirgarians urging Austro-
Hungary to conie to itn understanding with
the Porte as to the extent of concessions to
Christians which can he ri1(i1e without comt-
promising the integrity of the Turkish em-
pire. He says: On the basis iii' this arran"e-

ment an alliance with the l'torte ought to Is.

concluded. Russia should then be called upon
to terminate the wIri'.

Servia WIII Donn Take a Hand In the War.
precial to the Dtemnoerat.1

LONDON, Aug. 21.--It is ieliuvet that Sirvia.
will take a part in the war' befi ire l trig. The
Moscow eonunittei has risked her to do so,

and has olTered, if she consents, to issist her
with miney.

FOREI(N NEWS.

wimuming the Eniilshm Clhannel.

l4efial to the Deniocrat.l
LONDON, Aug. 21. At 1:10 p. nm. yesterday

Frederick Cavill started from Cape Griznez to
swim across the English Channel, and sue-
ceeded in the attempt, arriving within fifty
yards of the English coast, near Dover, at
1:43 this morning. The sea 1heing rough

and breakers high, it was considered unsafe
for him to land, and he was taken into a boat.

The Murderers of the Malontra Consuls
Released.

LONDON, Aug. 21.-A German squadron has
gone to Salonita in consequen ieot the release
of the officials who were implicated in the
murder of the consuls.

A special to the liou/lvo from Dresden
announces that the powers at the request of
Germany are reported to have agreed upon a
common protest to the Porte concerning the
release of the murderers.

In the above connection Reuter's Berlin
telegram confirms the report that the G(r-
man squadron has left Pirieus in the diree-
tion of Paro.

THE WEATHER YE5TERDAY.

The following is the "temperature" at the
various points named, as reported by the
Signal Service telegrams furnished by Ser-
geant Brown, of the Signal Bureau, and indi-
cating the state of the temperature at the
points named, at 3 p. m. yestefday:

Cairo 85 degrees, Cincinnati 87, Galveston
S7, Keokuk s3, LaCrosse 64, Leavenworth 72,
Louisville s9, Memphis 84, Nashville 88,
Omaha 69 Pittsburg 91, Shreveport 79, St.
Louis 77, ft. Paul 70, Vicksburg 79, Yankton
(1L- 1. 7.9 Augusta )sa. s, Corsicana (Tex4
84, Mrob ile 82, Montgomery 89, Savannah 83,
New Orleans 82, and Key West 91.

The following were the variations of tem-
perature, according th the thermometer
Fahrenheit) at Duhamel's store, on Canal
street, yesterday:

6a. m., 78; 12 noon, 90; 3 p, m., 88; 6 p.
m., 89.

Moonlight, cool breezes and good music at
Carrollton Garde' s to-night, 25o.

The King of Spain intends to estab-
lish a French theatre at Madrid.

Many of the debts contracted by the
Shah of Persia in England are said to
be yet unpaid.

THE COUNTRY PRESS. c
C

The Parish of Cameron.
[Opelonsase Contier.]

Cameron being a little world off by
itself, news comes slowly, and may not
always be reliable; but from what has ,
already transpired there we are pre-
pared to believe any report of violence t
that comes from it. The best thing for r
tlhe Legislature to do at its next session t
is to abolish that parish and return its
component parts to the parishes from
which they were taken.

Road and Levee Law.
[West BatoQ Jtouge 1-ugar Bowl.]

The road and levee law passed by the
police jury of Ascension parish, on the
24th of July last, raised such a row
among the people of that parish, that
the jury was compelled to call an extra
meeting of that body and have it re-
scinded. When the people make up
their minds not to obey a law, the best
thing to do is to repeal it. At home
here the road andh levee law does not t
seem to meet with any great amount of
favor, although all are willing to com-
ply with any reusonable law in relation
to roads and levees. The next Legisla-
ture must make some great changes in t
the present State laws in regard to them i
or they will remain as dead letters upon t
the statute books. Never crowd a will-
ing people, should be the motto of our i
present legislators.

Distrit Court Expense.

[Trhibodanx Sentinel J
There is a grave error in the criminal

laws that ought to be ,corrected at an
early day. The time between sessions 1
of criminal courts is too long.

Two terms only are held in a year, so
that many criminals lie in jail four to
six months, awaiting trial.

Every man accused of crime is entitled
to and should have a speedy trial. If
guilty he should be speedily punished,
if innocent he should be promptly set
at liberty. The taxpayers should de-
mand that criminal courts meet oftener,
at least six times in a year, in
order that every man demanding
trial should have his case examined,
and not kept six months, at a heavy 1
expense to the parish, in jail before he I
can have a hearing. Hundreds of dol- 1
lars are annually paid by parochial au- 1
thorities for board of prisoners, which I
would be reduced more than fifty per I
cent were criminal courts to sit oftener. 1
This is a very serious question that
every voter should investigate, and see
that men be sent to the Legislature in
future who favor such reduction of ex-
penses. It can be done and as a new
era of economy in public burdens is
being inaugurated, this item should not
be forgotten or postponed.

Against a Convention.
[Attakapas Register.]

The errors of a defective constitution
may be remedied by amendment, sub.
mitted through the Legislature to the
voters at the next general election, with
greater economy. Here is an eminently
practical suggestion at this time. The
people want a rest from a condition of
almost ceaseless political agitation.
They were led to expect it under the
present administration. The calling of
a convention would be simply putting all
the office seekers to work, and not a few
bulldozers besides, to the detriment of
planting interests.

No Convention.
[Alexandria Dimoerat.]

We notice that one or two of our ex=
changes are agitating the question of
holding a constitutional convention,
and we wish to put ourself in opposition
to the project as being expensive, almost
useless, and at this time calculated to
do much harm and put a weapon in the
hands of our enemies. We do not s1gy
that the constitution of 18(8 is perfect
by any means, but the necessary
changes can be made in a much more
simple way than by calling a constit-
tional convention. The same Legisla-
ture which would have to call the con-a vention can propose instead of such
call whatever amendments may be
needed, and they can be submitted to a

' vote of the people at the election to be
` hold next fall, and that will be an end
of the matter. To call a convention it
would be necessary to have an election
first for delegates, then the convention
would sit at a great expense, and after
all the constitution adopted by them
would have to be submitted to the
popular vote. The greatest difference
between the present and the former
constitution in ante Lell'rm days is the
parish court system and registration in
r elections. The former . has already
I been submitted to the people, without
Sresult. So far as we are informed, the
a present Legislature has already elimi-
natedl the objectional features of the
registration law and the ether changes
which are desirable will probably be
Sslight and unimportant.

Any movement in the direction of a
convention to change the entire consti-
tution would be purposely misunder-
stood at the North, and it would at once
be said that we were preparing to
abridge the political rights of the negro.

The Conventln.
,hbrevep rt Timnes.j

The Alexandria Democrat is the only
paper we have yet heard of taking
ground against a constitutional conven-
tion. One reason urged by our contem-
porary is that amendments can be sub-
mitted by the. Legislature to the popu-
lar vote, which would answer the pur-
pose as well as if made by a convention.
Our experiment with such amendments
at the last election are enough to show
how uncertain and unsatisfactory such
an expedient is. If only two or three
amendments were necessary they might
be made in the manner the Democrat
suggests, but it is impossible toaccom-
plish the needed reforms, when the
whole detestable instrument needs
cutting up, root and branch.
Again, the JDemocrat thinks our
"Northern friends" might misrepresent
our motives and get offended at us as
setting on foot an enterprise to abridge
negro suffrage. If we need a conven-
tion we should have one, regardless of
the fact that Maine might not be pleased
with the idea. Maine does not consult
our wishes when she desires to change
her organic law. No one has interfered
with the conventions of Virginia,
Georgia or Arkansas. And, as regards
the negro, the first utterance of the
Georgia Convention was to pledge itself
against any abridgement of his rights.
Nobody wants to deprive the negro of
the right of suffrage, except the R di-
cais who have discovered that he is a

club given us by them to break their
own heads with. We do not think our
respected contemporary represents the
sentiment of the people of Rapides on
this subject.

A friend suggests that perhaps the
necessary turning out of all the present
offlee-holders might be urged as an ob-
jection to the proposed convention. On r
the contrary we think it a strong argu-
ment in its favor. At the recent elec-
tion neaihy half the candidates elected
were Rldicals of the same type as those
who had disgraced the State so long.
These Incompetent men-many of them 1
judges of high grade-cannot be re- 1
moved by address because of the want 1
of a sufficient majority in the Menate. 1
The people do not want them to be sad-
diel on them for three years. A con-
vention would clean them out eftectu- t
ally. Those who deserve to be re- I
elected would, of course, be returned. i

We hope there will b a full and fair
discussion of this question before the
General Assembly meets. We are con-
fident that it -will end in the adoption of
the view we have taken of the subject.

Our MaiIK.
[Ilepides Garette ]

"There is something rotten in Den-
mark!" We don't know exactly where
it is, but the smell is getting very dis-
tinct. There is something extremely
wrong with the mails. We have sent
money through the mails, which never
arrived at its destination. We have re-
ceived notices of goods mailed to us by
Eastern and Western firms, which never
came to hand. There is a rumor afloat
to the effect that we are to have but one
mail per week, to be carried by steam-
boat. We have written the Postal Depart-
ment fir official information on this sub-
ject. When it arrives we will lay it be-
fore our readers. We would thank every
person who reads this to notify us if he
has lost any property in the miails. It
may become necessary for this commu-
nity to memorialize the Postmaster
General, or even the President and
Congress.

The Bayou Lafourche Bridge.
[Assumition 1'ieneer.J

The bridge of the railroad on the La-
fourche, near Donaldsonville, is a costly
nuisance to all those who navigate the
bayou, to say nothing of its annoyance ,
to captains and danger to flat and
steamboats. The dealers in coal charge
two cents per barrel on all coal which
passes the bridge for tug hire, which
operates as a direct tax on the con-
sumers of that indispensable article.
And as we consume annually at least
three hundred thousand barrels, we pay
each year six thousand dollars addi-
tional on account of the bridge. The
location of the vier seems to have been
made with malice aforethought, to close
the navigation of our beautiful stream.

Whenever the public ascertains by
the decision of the courts to whom the
bridge belongs, proceedings should be
instituted to abate the nuisance. Noth-
ing but good pilots and great good luck
have prevented the loss of flatboats
passing when the bayou is full and the
wind high. It is somewhat surprising
that our people should have remained
quiet so long under this affliction, for it
applies with greater farce to the coal
consumers of Lafourche, who buy
more of it than we do.

MONET AND STOCKS.

l8oeclal to the Democrat.]
NEw YORK, Aug. 21.-(cold 104'. U. 8. 6's

of 1881, 111`4; do coupons 112; now 4%','
107%@I07 ; do coupons 108%; do 1865, nOw
issue, 106; Of 1064; do 1867, 108@108/; do 1868,
coupons, 111'; io-40's, 109e1000/4; do cou-
pons, 1120f112 ;3 currency 6's, 1244; new
5's 109r0(109;4.

LON1oN, Aug. 21.-Consols for money
95 5-16; d. s. new 444 105%; do 1867, 107;
10-40's, 108; new 5's 107/; Erie 10.

DOMESTIC M4RKETS.

IRnecial to the Democrat.]
CINOTNNATI7 Aug. 21.-Flour (nlland droop-

ing. Wheat unit white $1 20581 30. Corn an
oats steady and unchanged, Whisky activ
and higher; $1 10. aork nominal. Lard quiet;
8.35548.40. Bulk meats firmer 4.86%. Bacon
steady and unchanged.

Cucuoo, Aug. 21.-Corn steady, 42%'r242%
September. Wheat irregolar. 96'4 Septeon-
her. Pork quiet, $12 37' Sejptenmber, $12 45
October. Lard luiet, 8.27% Stptermber,8.32% October. 1)ry salt meats, boxed, shoul-
ders, nomntinally, 54i5?, short rib ti', short
clear 7. long clear and short clear 6, long
clear 6. Whisky firm, $1 09.

ST. mouis, Aug. 21.-Flour lower to sell.
Wheat higher; No. 2 red $1 26%5 hid cash, 3 do
$1 18 cash, $1 18501 18% August, $1 07%5p
1 08% October. Corn hotter, 39%s/2 40% cash,
40 40 H 5epternber, 414rc41% October. Oats
better. 26 cash 255n25/ October. Whisky
firm, $1 09. pork (ull, jgbing at $12 75.
Bulk meats-nothing doing. Bacon and lard
unchanged.

FOREIMAN MARKETS.

LivaERooL, Aug. 21.--Cotton dull and easier;
Middling Uplands (6i; Middling Orleans
6 3-lod; sales 50(80 hales, of which 500 were for
speculation and export; receipts 1800, Ameri-
can 500.

Futures 1-32d cheaper; Uplands, Low Mid-
dling clause, August delivery, 5 l1-16d; Au-
gust and Septemher, 5 11-16d; eptemuber and
Ocbther. 5 13-16I; October and November,
5 31-32d.

RIVER NEWF.

rsperal to the Democrat.]
MEMPI1s, Aug. 21. - Departed : Bee and

harges for St. Louis.

Palats Royal.
Among the many changes to take place soon

on the grand boulevard none will be more strik-
ing and more indicative of the good time to come
than the swaying to the breeze the banners of the
grand "Palais Royal." Our enterprising friend
Levy, who has for an many years been the popu-
lar proprietor of the dollar store, No. 137 Canal
street, seems to have had his faith shaken in re-
pubican institutions and ideas, and is deter-
mined, with one fell swoop, to obliterate the
name of ulol1ar store forever. He is making prep-
arations for the opening of this elegant and gor-
geous establishmont, and nothing will be spared
in making it the most attjactive place in the
Southern country. Levy's dollar store is known
throughout the whole South, and as it has been
known for its promptness in filling orders and
the polite attention of the clerks, and the place to
get everything, so will the Palais Royal grow
into popular favor, for we will see in the large
and gilded signs that are to adorn the building
evidences of a new era, a prosperity which we
have 1 inged for but never expected until the
present time.

Buy your buggies end carriages from L. T.
Maddox, 35 Carondelet atreet, near corner Ora-
viar.

'TlE FINAL REPORT i
lI

OF THE NEW ORLEA M CUIJTOM-HOI sE p1
COnMnmION. ft

It
- it

Economy and Civil service Reform.
The report of the reent Custom-louse Com-

mission has been put In type at Washington and o
advance proofs mailed to the press of the coun- c
try.

From the proof received last night it was e
shown, first, that the letter of instructions from 7
the bocretary of the Treasury directed seven e
lines of inquiry which covered nearly overything A
in the way of investigation. Then follows several d
letters from the Colleotor

TO TOE COMmesIosN, 1

the subutance of which has already been made l
public in the colqmns of the DEMOCRAT. Follow-
ing next is the preliminary report of the comnits-
pion, and next comes the final report, which we t
present in full:

Cusonto-Housr, NEw ORLEANS, j
August 4, 1877. ( t

Sir-In their preliminary report of the 80th I
June, the commission appointed by the Hon.
John E. King. Collector of Customs for this dis- I
triot, in compliance with instructions from the t
honorable Seer tary of the Treasury, gave their 1
views in regard to the force actually necessary to 1
perform the labor incident to the bueiness of this t
port, and its organization. They also stated that, I
whilst it appeared to them that certain of the em- r
ployes were not op to the standard of character and 1
efficiency which should be maintained in making t
appointments to public offices, they would leave i
such cases to be acted upon by the Collector. t
They are of opinion that further reductions than e
those recommended are impracticable at this t
time. In making investigation under parts 2 to e
7, inclusive, of their inetruci ms, the commission 1
called upon the Colleotor to furnish p lios of t
record in reg rd to the p ashistory of the Cno-
tam-House, and as to absenveiem on the part of
the Collector and other chief officers, but he has
neglected tooomply wih this requestwith regar I
to absenteeism, stating verbally that he did not
think it was the design or the desire
of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury
to enterinto inquiry as to these matters, and far-
ther that the records of his offilee did nut sapply
the necessary dat* The commission have, 1
therefore, refrained from any snob investigation,
except so far as pertains to the manner of con-
duoting routine business inaugurated under the
late administration and in force at the present I
writing. Consequently, they are of opinion that, I
after their final adjournment, many tnings which
would otherwise have been brought to their
notice will remain for investigation by the special
agent of the Treasury Department assigned to tthis district.

COMPLAINTS OF MERCHANTS. 1
Notwithstanding the fact that the commis- t

lion, by means of advertisements Ii the daily t
newspapers of New Orleans, and special comma I
nications addressedlby the Collector to the Chain- I
ber of Commerce and Cotton Exchange, copies of I
which are hereto appended, advised all of their 1
readiness to hear any complaint or suggestion i
bearing upon the administration of customs a"-
fairs at this port, but few of the leading brokers I
and merchants presented themselves, and these
with evident reluotance. Without being able to
give a sufficient cause for it, the commission are
satisfied that many would have come before them
had it not been for a fear that their facilties for
doing business with the Custom-House would be
curtailed after the adjonrnment of theoommiesion,
if they did so. This state of things has left the
commission to their own resources for most of
the information they have obtained of irregular-
itiei in the transaction of the business of this
port.

DRAYAGE ALID WAREEOUSE SYSTEM.
Prominent among o mplaints made by mer-

chants was a generally expressed dissatisfaction
with the system of drayage existing prior to the
let of June, 1877. They say it has been too ex-
pensive, that partiality has been shown, and that
the draynren designated by the oftiialse have not
been sufficiently prompt and accommodating.
On investigation we flud these complaints to be
well founded. The evidence adduced from the
r. cords of the Cuatom-House satisfies us, whilst
there is no legal proof of conspiracy to defraud,
that the publio cartage system was made use of
by persons in power at this port to extort from
the government several thousand dollars per
annum, which, while it appeared to go into the
hands of the nominal contractors eventually
reached these officers or their friends. The rec-
ords of the public store show that the cost of
public drayage for the year 1876 was 42%/ cents
per package, aid for the year 1877 to June 1 it
was 36 cents per package.

Siuce the first of June, the expense of carting
has been reduced to 18 cents per package. ber-

nt, testified before the commission that the
of drayage to them, in their ordinary buni"

s, was from 6 to 11 cents per package. In
neequence of the loregoing acts, we recom-

mend the revocation of the present appointment
of public drayman, which was made in accord-
ance with instructions contained in Department
letters of February 5 and February 23, 1877,
copies of which are hereto appended, and that
the contract be awarded to the lowest bidder, in
o nformity to the provisions of the act o June
22, 1874, at a rate not to exceed 12 cents per
package. The commission further recommend, in
the case of sample packages, that the consignee
be required to pay the sum of 25 cents on each
package consigned to him, to cover the expense
of drayage and handling.

It is in evidence before the commission that at
one time during the former administration the
general order business was so controlled that but
one warehouse-Warehonue No. 6-and that one
of the furthest removed from the steamship
landings. until the proprietors of the other ware-
houses, No.. 1 and 11, bad closed up their busi-
ness and leased their stores to the parties inter-
ested in No. 6, and then the general order busi-
ness was afterwards divided between the three.

;The practice of ordering all goods to No. 6 had
Sthe double effect of consolidating the storage in
rone person's hands, and giving the public dray-

- man the highest rate for carrying. Warehouses
Nos. 1 and 11 have since been closed, and the

- general order business is now nearly equally di-
- vided between the only two warehouses now in
I existence.

The commission are of opinion that, by making
use of the basement and upper story of the Cue-
tom-House for warehouse purposes, the spaces
now vacant might be made a source of saving, i1
not of profit, to the government; but before this
can be done farther repairs are needed. The use
of the Oustom-House as a general order ware-
house wou'd be a convenience to merchants, it
being readily accessible from their stores and
from all wharves where ships land.

Merchants complain that on the arrival of a
vessel from a foreign port, a general order is is-
sted for the landing of her cargo, and as it is
impos5ible for them, in many instances, to pre-
pare and have their entries passed on the first
day, their goods are sent to general-order store,
thus entaitig burdensome charges for drayage,
handling and storage. As, however, the city au-
thorities have thus far refused permission to
steamship lines to erect covered and enclosed
docks on which to discharge their cargoes, and
in view of the fact that importerd accept a bill of
lading providing fir immediate delivery, the
commission do not feel inclined to recommend
any change in the practice, leaving itio toe tor-
porters to apply to their city rulers, in their own
behalf, for the necessary relief.

The commission have been neable to ascertain
if the warehouse system is conducted irregular.
Iv in any respect other than those heretofore
mentioned.

IrPORTATIONS TO MExiCO,

Messrs. C. A. Whitney and others represent
that merchandise arriving at this port from for-
eign countries, and destinel for Mexican ports,
is n; nec-scarily detained, asit is taken thr ugh a
process of appraisement, ins ead of be-ing per-
mitted to go f,rward, in bind, with jout appraise-
ment. This delay, they assert, prevents Ameri-
can importers from succesaeuliy competing with
fIre gnorea ngaged in trade with ]letxco. The
comami-lion rateiot see how the butine-s can be
done otherwise in cinformity with law, unless
browuavtLe, Texas, be placed on the same foot-

ing as the other ports menti'ned in section 2907,
It >vised Statrtes. This would require legislation.
In their opinion, a change in the law in this re-
spect would greatly,, facilitate trade with Mexico
from this point; and they do not see how the in-
terests of the government could be jeopardized
if the change were made.

(O'tNMILAR INVOICIrS AND CiRTTAI'ATirS.

Merchanus coriplain of the exaction from them
of a fee for a bond in cases where, from some
cause other than a change in destination of mer-
chandise, after the verification of the invoie', the
triplicato invoice lies not come to hand, as pre-
scribed by paragraph 831, customs regulattions.
They urge that they sheuid not be hold respon-
sibi' for the neglect of the United utates co isul.
A case was brought to the attention of the com-
-m esion where the vessel, having been eighty
days making the voyage from Marseilles, arrived
to advance of the triplicate invoices, and every
consignee was, in consequence, required to give
bond to pay the fee. The commission are tin-
pressed wi h the justice of this complaint, and
suggest that the wrong be remedied, eithtr by
enf.rcing a more prompt transmission of in-
voIces by the consuls, or by remitting the fee for
the execution of the bond referred to.

It is also a suhject of complaint that a recent
treasury regulation requires the exporter of for-
eign merchandise to give bout to produre the
certificate of the foreign revenue officer of the
port to which the exportation is made that the
duties thereon have been paid, or secured, to the
foreign government. It is claimed that neither
Ihe Americao exporter nor the government of the
United States is able to control ,he foreign ofver;
yet that the export bond so given cannot be can-
celled till this olten imeoesible condition is com-
plied with. We respectfully recommend that this
regulation should be modified, so that, in case
the foreign officer should refuse to grant such
certificate, which, we are informed, has occurred
in several instances, the United States consul, or
two Amoeican merchants where there is no con-
sul, shall certify to such refusal; and such cer-
tificate, together with the certificate of the con-
signee as to the landing of the merchandise, shall
be sufficient for the cancellation of the export
bond.

ExcOssevE SAMPLINO.
Some complaint has been made of excessive

sampling in the appraiser's store, but the prac-
tice, so far as we can learn, appears to have been
confined to subordinates. The importers, as a
rule, do not seem to have directed the attention
of the heads of departments to the abuse, in
order that it might be corrected, nor do they ap-
pear, with one or two exceptions, to have ever
called on the appraiser for the return of their
samples, as they bad a right to do. Appa-
rently this has not been done because the im-
porters feared they might suffer in their futurs
transactions with the department if they at-
tempted to remedy their grievances. The com-
mission believe that the complaints made are in
some cases well founded, but the respnsthility
cannot be fixed, from the fact that the appratser's
store packages are not seated after examination,
and the losses may have occurred at the ware-
house, after tran-fer from the appraiser's store,
or at the store of the importer. We recommend
that hereafter all packages opened by the ap-
praisers be corded and sealed before being re-
muved from the appraiser's custody, and that
the name of the examiner be stencilled on the
package. The examiner can then be held re-
sponsible for any shortage not noted in the in-
voice as having occurred prior to the reception of
the package by the appraiser.

APi'RAISxMLNT OF MuERtoANISIe.

The commission have observed with surprise
that, with rare exceptions, the valuesas stated in
the invoice has been found by the appraiser to be
the true value of the goods imported. The ex-
ceptions are on Invoices of no great value, and
where the additions have been made by the im-
porters. Yet it is in evidence before the commis-

- lion that, especially among the merchants of
Continental Europe, great elasticity of conscience
prevails with regard to the values placed upon
goods exported. It is asserted that in some In-
stances three sets of invoices are given-one rep-
resenting the actual cash value of the goods; one
below cost, for the importer to enter by, and one
above cost, for the importer to sell by. It is sug-
gested that the Collector's attention be oalled to
the apparent sympathy existing between the ap-
praisers and the importers in this regard.

The commiselon have to report that uan-
thorized persons have been and are allowed in
the appraisers' rooms when examinations of mer-
chandise are made, in total disregard of article
480 of the treasury regulations of 1874.

We have not discovered any irregularity in the
manner of doing business in the appraiser's de-
partment other than those named, nor have any
serious complaints been made by merchants rela-
live to the administration of that office, which is
not surprising under the condition of things rep-
resented above.

tCLAef8JPeIGATION OF HIUGAR

The system of sampling and classifying sugars
at this port we believe to be correct; but it is
represented by the appraiser having charge of
! this branch that the standard Dutch samples
supplied by the department are not suitable for
i the proper classification of the West I'tdiar
sugars received at this port, being too gray in
color to admit of a fair comparison. It is sug-
gested that samples be procured through the

t United 8tatce Consul at Havana to form the
standard for sugars at this port.

t WErrIiriNi AND osATuOxe.

In the weigher's department the commission
r have found no cause for complaint. The forceI. was in excess of what was necessary, and theA commission recommend some change in its or-
s ganization in their preliminary report. Thea records of the weigher's offlce are well kept; the
instruments are in good order, and that the re-
turns made are correct is judged from the feet
s that government weigher's returns are made rho
t basis of both sales and purchases in preference
J to those of city or private weighers. We have
Sfailed to find an instance in which any member

.of the force has received payment for labor not
- actually performed, or any Indication of collusion

.with the city weighers. In fact, the commission
dud much to commend in the general manage-

Sment of this branch of tire public service at itris
i port.

In the gauger's department the incompetency
which tnggested itself was applied, and bis name
was submitted to the Collector for removal.

ENTRY Or MEWCHAIDIZE.

of that officer was so apparent that the onlyremdly
The commisilon have been careful to ascertain

whether merobaodise has been permitted to pass
into consumption without the payment of the
proper duty or before the government was fully
secured for any duties which might be found to
be due. We found the administration of the de-
Partments of "entry of merchandise" and
1boudo" to be, with a few exceptions, ex-
cellent. But at the entry desk it has been the
custom for the entry clerk (acting deputy collec-
tor) to not only estimate the duty on the entry,
but to indicate the packages for the appraiser's
store, and to give all the instructions necessary
for the disposition of the entire cargo. In addi-
tion to this, the same officer, who is a notary
public, has made nearly all the CnstoB-House
powers of attorney executed at this port (any of
them during business hours), for which a fee
ranging from $2 50 to $5, is charged, anI
has attested all the affidavits of the inspec.
tors to their accounts, and pf importers
whenever an oath was required, dharging there-
for a fee of twenty-five cents. The commission
are of opinion that this is too much to require or
permit from ope dfficer, and recommend that the
entry clerk bWdirected to give his undivided at-
tention to estimating the duties on the enzrnes
presented to him, in conformity with the terms
of article 350, c toms regulations. and that in
respect to affidavits a era of attorney, he
be required to confor is the authorize)
practice at other portis

We have ascertained that in the case of one
imp #rter of this city, this same officer has been
in the habit of ordering the entire impertation to
the appruise' ' store frequently before an entry
was made, thus saving the importer the general
order charges, which would ordinarily follow a
no. lect to bave the entry prepere l within the
time prescribed by law. The officer informe cc,
however, that this was done by the express
direction of the late Collector.

'ihe commission Ii v learned that in former
years it was t+e custom at this part to allow en-

I -,* mCon nulneich em . an4 t he Pa *.. , f
I Coutinual un ishth ?sge.


