THE NEW ORLBANS DEMOCRAT,

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1877:

CITY COUNCIL--OFFICIAL.
IIEGUIJA-“"I;;{BTING-

Crry Hanr, Ngw (JRLEANE, !
Toesday, Septembur 11, 1877,

The Counsil met this dey st 13 o'vlock m, in
pegular gesgion,

Present: Hon, 1d, Plisbary, Mayor, presid-
ing, snd Administrators Brown, Usvense, Dente,

Diasmond, Edwards and MoUsflrey.

The minutes of the previous meoting wore ap-
proved and their reading was dispensed with.
Communientions from the Mayor and

Administrators.

The following communications were read and

wrdered spread on the minutes:
Orry Hann, |
New Orleans, Boptomber 11, 1877. |

To the Honcrable Uounoll of the cily of New Or-
leéans:

Glenfiomen—A communication presented by the
A iatrator of Lupr ta at the last meat-
fog of your humrlgla bud& oontaing s0 many
rave reflections npon the official conduct of the
gnﬂuuignaﬂ a8 in their opinion to require notios
their bande.
'_‘Pmemﬂt!.ins altngether the question of pro-
iety of form or disregard of officisl etiquette
! walent among colloagnes in offio in the man-
mer of ite preseniation, and not pansing to class
tho cominunieation’sither as & prolest or a privi-
lo?il queation, the fact yet remains that the
gubjoot matter hias served the purpose fur which
it wunbﬂomﬁnwnﬁud in oponly arraigniog a
" majority of thin body before the public, us
prompted by unworthy motives and  guilty
‘#f mauy misdemeanots in their official acrion,
o that arralgnment the undersigned foel that a
dne rogard for an intolligent publie opinion, as
well ws a proper scnes of duty to their eon-
glituents, compels on their park & prompt
wnd full response, The Hret ground of com-
plains  whisl the honorable Administrator
* midvances is that the Council hes seen fit to
daglare by ordidance that the eontrol snd
gaperintendence of the bridges oyer the navigs
eanals belonged to and should ba exoreissd
tho Administrator of Commerce in lieu of the
tment of Improvemenia as haretofors, The
Jmpression ja eought to be conveyed that the
+ prosident and a wajority of the Oouncil pre-
~ #tended to base their sclion on the oploioh of
the Oity Attorney that the econtrol of those
o8 proper longed to the Administrator
of merce, whon in faot the Oity Altorosy hs:i_

has been bronught to the knowledge of his
Honor the Mayor or the Ocunoil.

4, Complaints hava been made of & building
situated on the nentral ground oa Goodehildren
strost, and the same waa referred to the Admin-
istratur of Improvements, who reported agsinat
its removal, rt the ordinsnce has not been en-
foroed in this instanoo it is dirsolly sttributable
tothe report of the Adminiatrator of Lmptrove-
menta himself, the correotness of whioh, how-
over, continnes to be cslled into question by
many worthy eitizens residing in that immediate
peighbothood, It Is proper fto remark that the
charter does mot explisitly indicate the officer
Wwhose duty it sball bs to remove stch obatrie-
tions and nuisanoes from the streets, Under the
Aldermanic aystem it pertained to the burean of
streata, and under the present syatem of govern-
ment the power haa always been  exer-
cised by the Adminidtrator of Im‘f:mmmanu,
nnder whose oharge the streeta and pavements
and all thinge relstive thereto fall, and there it
ia conveded to belong st prosent. If, there
any oases inrrtnginq # ordinance have ocourre
without prompt action thereon, the Administra-
tor of Improvements as the officer responsible
therefor, mast bear the ohiaf blams, inasmuch a8
not only hss he refeained from absating these
nuisances himaolf, but has abatained from call-
ig the attention of the Counoil thereto, Of &
pimilaf nature is the second nstance given by
the honorable Administrator of Improvenients in
the oase of the building ooeupied by Peter Lamia
on the leves, at the head of Ursnlines atreet.
The building in guestion reverted to the city
uftor the expiration of a two vears’ lease,
A renowal of a lile term waa then sought, and,
although granted by the Conncil, wae vetoeid by
the Mayor, It waa then pcopoeed to utilizs the
building, valued st & thonsand dollars, 8s & har-
Loy polrm station, but an examination by the city
piirveyor showed that it eonld not be remnoved to
a suitablo place withont demolition sud s hesvy
expense to the cily. As it was deemed no ab:
atruotion to oomueros on the leves during the
pummer months, it was thought eminentiy proper
10 allow its lease at forty dollars per month _!milil

Honse of Refuge, $549 25, are in flagrant viola-
tion and antagonism with the contracs ordinance
before mentioned. How flimey & pretext this
sesertlon  reats upon will be readily per-
ceived when it ut' mta& that E’n@e f“?“l
amounts ‘egen e aggiegate cost of &
Iugw lwof small articlee, flour among the
numbé¥; purchased during & month-—that owing
to the yarying of the number of persots tu-‘:?u

n

plished, together with that to be done, I have no
reason to apprehend that the lessss will not be
resdy in time for all the wants of commeroe.
Yon may rest assurad that no pains or trouble
will ke ngtued. by this departmeni to have the
work pushed to & speedy complstion,
1 remain, very respaatfally,
J. A, '"HEMECOURT,
Uity Burveyor.

pupplied, thore articles ba pur
Iarge quantities or in regular apportionments
btib have o be bought from time to time in small
Iots ne nasdad, not one of theee lote exeseding
£500, or even approximating that sum—it will be
rendil: osamedwﬂ that the ordinanve was never
inta: to lppig to purohases of such small lots,
as the expones of advertising and employing ex-
perta for she inepeotion of & variety of amall articlen
whioh have to be bonght from time 1o time would
angment $the cost in a ratio entirely disprapor-
tionate to the value of the purchasmes, R’ha
srnuanthas been the immemoriel practice -in-
eod none other is practicable in an eoonvmioal
point of view, nnfd. lit. in indeed strunge that the
Administrator o p t honld, after
nearly & year's conformity to the practice by the
sanetion of his vobe in approving such bills and
ordering their payment, at this iate day take
ocersion to find fanlt with a procoeding iu which
he has been s participator without objestion, I

ehould be forther stated that the articles here

entered as purchased for the House of Hafuge
include what is gupplied to the Home of the Aged
and Infirm, Insane Agilum. formerly to the scnp-
honee, sud the Werkhouse, and if the total
amonnt for esch month wers divided amon,

thess institations, the whole monthly amount o
eaph inatitution wonld fall within the five hun
dred dollar oiauee of the ordinauce,

Bo well koown ars all of thoss facts to the
members of the Counell, re indeed they are to
_an{ one who has intersat enoogh to inguire, that
it has been & source of ihoreasing wonder, as we
hive closely exsmined the paper presented by
the Administrator of Improvements, that he
conld have befrayed an ignorance or Asanme &
want ul‘ knowledge of the faots which we have had

guoh time a9 roviving t8
removal, or tho city required its use. In that
condition the matter now stands, terminable at
ihe will of tha Oouncii, and it is a source of as-
tonishmant that aby effort ahonld bs made to
totture the fact into an evasion or reversal of the
eflsote of the Mayor's vato.

3. The non enforcement of ordinance No, 3063,
spproved May 31, 1877, providing for the aboli-
tion of the Oity I'ffmkhuuue. a4 a place of confine-
ment, aud the trausfer of buildings to the
Department of Waterworki and Public Bulldings
is made the third ground of complaint. It la
furthermore charged that the Administtator of
Palies 1 in the custody of them. It must

ven no suoh apinion, but had confined
asserling that under the charter "'the Depart-
ment of Oommerce shall have genersl eiperio-
' fendouce of sll matters relating %o odnals,” The
~ mnoat eursory referenco to that opinion, and the
gesulttions upon which it was asked, will show
how digingentous is the sction of the Administra-
* dor of Improvements, in endeavaring to force
sioh & construotion upon the 1 o, That
] iot oommenced (see oficial proceedings Oity
; neil, July 10, 1877), "1 have recelved the reso-
&u& offered by Administrator Oavenao at the
aat meeting of the Uouncil, whick you referred
0 ma for my opinion,” and the sedond of them,
" ms aliown in tue official proceedings of the Uity

Counell of July 2, reads:
“That the Adminiatrator of Improvements be
and ko is hereby direeted to turn over and trans.
fer ot once to the Administrator of Oummercn
unalndmd bridges over the New and Oaron-

t oanale.” .

- It was with this object and intent of the reso-
Tation plainly before she mind of the City Attor-
ney that he says tnlmgr?h hmﬂml ) if the city
charter “sxmml{ Tuvi es that the Department

Commerce ahall haye general superintendence

il mutters relating to canals * ¢ aud that

he Adminietrator il he finds the control in other
g has a right, and it is hie duty to ees that
tﬁunu!’en‘e to his departmens, where it be-

lighes *‘a dopariment of commerce, which
have general superintondence of all matlers
ting to marksts, railroads; canals, ote., eto.”
{8 anything found in the city charter in any

in condiet with this provision, but on the
trary paragraph four of the same seption, pro-

2 for the Department of Improvemaents,

i 'ngnph 4, soction 9, of the city oharier ea-

: "A Department of Improvements, which
| have general Ruperiniendence of all matters
g to the eiroats, sidewsilis, pavemonts and
! and the copsiraction, cleaniug and re-
pate, the oonatenotion and repsir of
and the druinage of the city.” * * *
that the bridges across the navigable
, by being open or shut, regalate the use
theee  artorien of comwmerce, abd oon-

that Iimportant branch our i
by water communication, shows tha
enetody and mansgement !lnlong to that
department eharged with the oare of its com.
and any other construction would annul
3 ausa of the oll-¥ charter fixing the oontrol
the oanale as one of the moat vital of the ele-
sments of (hat department, Itis eq‘utl!lirapluia that
Hlﬂﬁuﬂﬂ the charter ex BBIJI purpogs-
% ned the powera of the Administrator of
; ements *‘to the conetruction and repairs of
" This was the view taken by the majority
¢ Oounell in which they were confirmed by
the City &tm‘nn{, and upon which they pro-
goeded ‘to act, alter calm and mature delibars-
. fion, during nesrly two months’ time, extending
from the meeting of July 8 to that of August 28
st which lest meeting the ordinance was puuaci
virtue of the indispuiable power of the Cona.
ander sedtions 11 and 18 of section 12 of the
sharter, which authorizo them to orgaumse the
| departments. It is to ba regretted that
#hie Adminis rator of Improvements did not ex-
a like calmnoss of consideration snd ma-
turity of deliberation upon this subject, and thus
bhave spared our oi:y the humilisting specis-
gle of a siogls Administrator resor.iog to
$he oourts, during the mideummer vaoation, only
o delay the enlurcement of an ordinance of the
eity, and the sorvier supploment of an erraigu-
ment of the Uomncil for the discharge of what
‘shey desm a plain duty nnder the law, snd whiok
they foel convinced tho eonrts must be ultimately
gompelled so to decree. 'Po prevent this nullif-
eation of an ordivance of the ocity, sod the sub-
_wtitution of the will of one adminisirator for that
of the whole, through the machinery of the
Jaw's delays, the Council has appointed, under
4he ordinsoce, kLeopers of those Dbridges,
thg Ad!mmsmer of Commeres having been
joi from  recom g suitable per-
#ome, While it s 1rne that “‘olerks and
efficere shall be recommended for appointment
by the Adwministeatora of said departments re-
. wpectively, and bs appoiuted by the Oouncil,”
under eection eleven of the city charter, it is to
be observed that it is the Conncil who sppointa,

i of the deparl.
ament, it is ooly*by resson of that other unpre-
sedented “anomeiy” by which one Administrator,
enjoining his colleague from the discharge of his
dnty, has prevented the proper Administrator
trom so recommending, save by the infringement
of an order of the court, and & congequent con-
tempt of it juriediction. Nothing standa in the
way o onlor b of this ordi b
21: ord?ri ot the ouurtt;:btsineﬂ by tha Adminta-

or of Improvementa in oppositicn to the ac-
tion of this body, of which he ig's co-ordinate
member,

His complaint, for it most be so styled, as it
wmoither p oposce an inguiry into the matter
eharged, or sugpests any remedy therefor, ie,
that whilo an  enforcement of this' ordinance is
aonght, I'm,a prn‘par cbiervanoe of othera ie pur-

i ted. It inat 1, “ordi No.

1y
§57, approved January 16, 1877, requiring the
removal of wooden ehedes aud buildinga from the
levees,” and charges that “whole biocks of simi-
Jar rookerice and fencee bave boen permitted to
remain ever sives wilhout any sesigood reason

therefor.” It was a matter of publio notorie
of which the Administrator of Impm!emm:{;
cannot Fle'sd ignorance, that the immodiate ob-
Jact aim of the ordinance cited, was to abate
the nnisanoces existing in the shape of disrepntable
ghanties on Canal sireet, between Wells and
and on the levse, and its enactment
was followad by tho prompt demclition of those
objectionable hulidin.%. which have been re-
ced by substantial brick edifices, making by

& change n much needed improvement in that
logality, The proprietors of the equare in front
wera notifisd to remove seme buildings, which
althongh objectionable, by nd mesns prasented
tho same urgent ressons their immadiate re-
moval, aa they were neither complained of as
disorderly or anpoying to the neighborhood, on
s requeet to grant time to get plaos and epecifi-
eations, and to make srrangementa for their re-
piacement by propor and sunitable baildings.

The wishes of the proprietors were indulged to
that extent, the more readily for the reason that
#heir demolition involved the destruotion of the
femporary depot of the Mobile Railroad, whioh
was then applying to the city to locate a eite for a

bewell known to the Adminisirator of Improve-
mentsas it is to every other Administrator, thet
portion only of the old Workhouse has been set
aaide as o warokouse for pablic property under
the Admioissrator of Police as required by
paragraph 5, section 9, city charter, and
that  another vorlﬁorn s occopied e o?

to sat forth herein. Ware notb his sig-
nature to the paper, and presenied by him, we
shonid be inclined to believe 1t an emanation from
some ons whoss monreea of information were
sither exceedingly limited or eles whose disposi-
tion led him purposely to neglect his opportani-
ties for aeekiog for the frue condition of the dil-
ferent mattera discnssed. Porely in eelf-de-
fense, a8 public eervanis, we have soughb
to oorrect errors of faob  prejudicial to
to onr  official  repuistion and  in-
tegrity, by & oandid statement, full free snd
fair, without recrimipalion whera perhaps an
erripg eollengne has 1ald himeelf open to severe
animadverslon. A ble to just criticiem at sl
times, a4 all public servanta are, while we wel-
come a demonstration of our error in the past, if
any there be, aa prompting the surest path for
onr improvement in the fature, wa yet have
olaimed here the privilage of sstting ourselves
right bafore that public opinion to which no good
dilizen can olsim B supetocilions indiflerence. We
1 thie ocourse ef our colleague, which has

carpenter”  shop or e
ooffing for indigent dead snd still another ag
# blacksmith shop, and siable for the atook, and
ruuning gear of the ity —oonsisting of smeli-pox
wagons, Blaok Marise, cheri.y and Fire Alarm
Telograph wagons—under the control of the
eame Adminisbrator; thus in nowise contra-
vening the ordinance in lstter or in apirit, and
availing the city of the only retired, inolated
place under its control enitable for the purpose
without any special expense other than that of
the employes necessary to watoh the buildings
and perform the work required, OFf how-
ever, complaint is also mude that the Adminis-
trator of Polics “keeps & superintendent, olerk,
I‘ﬂ;qila.smith and oarpenter, at & yoarly expenwse of
3210.”

“What these employes do,” continues the Ad-
ministrator, **to reimburae tf:.acil_v for the salarics
paid them, oan bettet bo explained by the Admin-
istrator or his homor, the Mayor, who permits
auch thinge to go on.” The duties of thees offi-
oera are alresdy explained in etating for what
posed thie portions of the bnildmy sre used

y the Adminiatrator of Polios, 'that is, for mak-
ing coffius for indigent desd, repairing and keep-
ing the pumerous vehinles in the department.”
These circnmetances were welk known tw the
houorable Administrator of Improvements, or, at
lenat, shonld have been enfficiently well known
&0 aa not to need inquiry oo Lis part as this time,
inily aa the proceedings of the Council of

J ug 1877, show that he voted for the u,gpounb
ment of these officers, for at that meeting he ap-
ata by the published minutes " L" and

ereated the necessity of this paper, whila we
believe purselves justified in showing the error
of his way, and the injustice of charging to
Sarl.ilau Diss those acts which any eso-
id mind most sdmit sprang from a ssose ol
enlightened jduty to the oity’s interest and will
enure to ita benefit, althongh ustortunately, per-
haps, they may curiail in s largs degres the
power and patronnge of the Department of Im-
provements.
Reapectfully enbmitted,
4. 0. DENIS,
Administrator of Finanos,
CHAB. DAVANAQ,
Administrator of Commerce,
ROBT, E. DIAMOND,
Administrator of Police,
i J. G. BROWN

inistrator of Pablie A
I conour in the above.
ED. PILSBURY, Mavor.
DEPARTMENT 0F OUMMEROE,
City Hall, New Orleana, Bept. 10, 1877,
J. A, @'Hemecourt, Esq., Oity Surveyor : -
Sir-In a recent commuuication to the City
Counoil the honorable Administrator of Improve-
ments, apenking of the condition of the wharvea,
eayd : " [he contractors, thus enceuraged, per-
mitted nearly the whole summer to pass without
doing the work necessary to be done at this tims,
and we are now, on the approsch of the business
sesaon, with a line of wharved completely wrecked,
the l‘n_n:!ing. oto,, entirsly ont of ropeir, whils

the gppoinuments in the Dapartment of Police
appear “Oity Workhouse—James Lynoh, saper-
intendent, per annum $340; Robt, Ty, oletk,
$800: John Curry, sckemith, $£8300; Jas, Moore,
earpenter, $801," all of whom were appointed by
” im , withont division, eo that it
wotld seem the Administrator of Improvements
should have been sble to anawer the gquestion
then which be propounds now with as muoch faci-
ity a8 he can now alter this information,

Next in order, complaint is made as to the non-
enforoement of asction sixtcon of ordinaoca No.
8491, approved May 12, 1875, relsting to the re-

ira of the wharvss, 1t i o]:arged that “doring
st pring an effiort wasa made to compel the con-
traotors to do their work, but the Council refused
0 assigt the departments in the enforcement of
thess obligations,” and it ia alleged &8 a conse-
quence that the oity is now on ilie approach of
its business season without proper wharl aecom-
modations for its #hipping, %horeport of the
Qity Burveyor st the time mentioned (ses Conn-
oil proceadings Aprll 28, 1877) shows {hat
it was impracticable to pile and fill at that
time owing to the high watar and consequent
caving of the banks, bot thet “framing and
plsnking, ballasting and shelling ean be prose-
onted to moch advantage no matter what the
height of the water; when the wharves are least
londed with freight, these kinds of work could
then be moat pmpariy commencad during May.

% = % T therefors respactiully resommend
that all surface rngsirn. meluding eaps, siringers,
planks, ballast and sh2ll, be commenced immedi-
ately so that on the fall of the water the entire
energy of the contractora may be turned towards
rebaiiding the wharvea of the Third Distric,
some in the Beoond District,” ete. Oo the Bth
of May, (see procesdings of Oonneil of thatdsy),
& reaolation was adopted metructing the Uity Sur-
veyor to order without delay ali work required upon
the wharves and their approaches. after some
debate 8 clause ordering the forfeiture of the
lease, if conditione were not complied with, was
rejeoted by a majority vote. It will thue be seen
that the Couneil has aﬂwud oo effort to improve
the condition of the wharf facilitios for the nas
of our sommerse, and the beat snswer to amser-
tions to the contrary is that thers has been
ample provision thus far for the nhipglnf. and
that by their jealous care of this branch of their
truat and & vigilant watch over the contractors,
by the 16tk of Oectober next such improvementa
will have beon completed as to render abundant

dati for our commstco during the

winter.

Identifled as mostof the members of the Coun-
ol hnve baen for yoars past with this branch of
onr city’s industries, they have never [wiled to
have a keen apprecistion of ite par t impor-
tance to thia city and have directed all exertions
towards ita improvement in that regard, and
that their efforts have been ancocesful wiil be seen
by reference to a repotriof the City Burveyor,
which bas been asked with a view to the informa-
tion of our com i on the subj In

bll‘]
this connection ithas been made & farther burden
of complaint by the Administrator of Improve-
ments that an appointment by himeelf of Gen, A.G.
Blanchard as en maéwcl-orof wharves was ignorad
by the Couneil and the contractors, under in-
struction of the acting Mayor, It has beon pre-
viously notised that under the charter an Admin-
istrator conld only recommend, and that the
Conacil alone appolnta, and the position was dis-
tinotly coneurred in by the Administrator of Im-
i te (o0 pr ings of Qouneil, June 5,
18771 that until snch appointment the oificer waa
in nowise goalified to ast; and vet fault js fonod
becanse in this instance an officer, whose name
had not even been presented to the Council
for appointment, wae mnot recogunized and
his sots oot respected. It shoald e
further borne in  mind that &t the
time of the selection of Gen. Blanchard, Mr. Pilie
bad been already appointed and was acting as
Depuaty Oity Surveyor, the procosdinge of the
Conneil July 17, 1877, showing that the sppoint-
ment of “L. H. Pilie, deputy in charge of
wharves, at $1800,” was made wnapimonsly and
without division, Administrator McOzffcey being
reported ag present, Gen. Blanchard's claim to
act by virtue of the authority of the Administrator
of Improvements was without force, for the rea-
#on he had never been appointed by the Conn-
cil aa the charter required; and secondly, becanse
Mr. Pilie had been so appoioted and waa acting,
and & further appoint waa & useless and un-
onlled for expense.
Frail and untenable as are the grounds of sup-
El?n of this complaint, yet they are not more so
an those which are urged ss proofs of the non-
obgervanse of ordinance No. 3981, providing for
§ to the lowest bidder for all lies ex-

te and others are constantly petitioning
for soma action looking to their epeedy repara-
tion, #0 aa to meet the wante of commerss.”

In order that the Counecil and the commercial
Enbiixa may bs fully smequainted with what has
een done, and what is now and will be the oon
dition of the wharves tor the winter's business, I
wonld respectfully ask a statement of the work
erformed, and the condition and the facilitiva
nrrswirjniuul dating the ehipping &t
this port this winter, in as brief and concise &
form && practicable, and st your earliest conve-

nience. Very respectfnily,
/]  OHAS, OAVAKAG,

08,

o ﬂ_navmn'ﬁ Oryice, |
New Orleans, Bept, 18, 1877.
Hon. Ohae, Oavanae, Administrator of Oom-
merce:

Dear Sir—In anewer to yonr commn nlcation of
this daba relative to the condition of the wharves,
lsndings, ete., I have tbe hooor to state that dur-
ing the firet of June to the tweoty-fifh of Au-
gust Isst, the lossea of the wharves bes boen at
work putting in good order and extending into the
river the shipplug wharves of the Firat Distriot,
to wit: Wharves Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 27.
28, 20, 81, 82, 83, B4, 35, 36 end 37, containing
three hundred and fifteen squares of new work
for exteneion, and over one thousand pquares in
reconstroction and repsir. He has beaides filled
ip the batture at Canal street forry,

At wharves Nos, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21 and 22, con-
taining eight thonsand two bundred and fifty
tublo varda of ﬂllinE.

The steamboat wharves and barge landing of
thia diatriot are all in good order, with the exeep-
tion of two portions from Lafayetto to Juiin
street, which tho lessee 18 now rebuilding and
filling with river sand,

The Red river packet and steamship landing
required sn exteusion of over fifty leet into the
river (over 400 squares), and for the laai four
woeks the lessee has at work been extending tho
same snd rebuilding part of the old work in the
rear; and [ expoct that at the end of the week
this work sball ba completed,

The levees in this district havs always boen
kept in good order and condition by the lesaee,

no complaint has ever reached this depart-
ment regarding the same.

IN THE BECOND DISTRICT
the steamboat snd steamship wharvea hava al-
ways been keptin good order and condition by the
lennee, who is now at work repairing the apron of
the sieamboat wharf, and has lately repaired the
front of the steamship wharf. The levee has alsoal.
ways besn kept in good order and eondition by the
leasee. The lessee has besides built new wharves,
below and sbove the Canal street ferry, meas-
aring fifky-seven superfleial equares. He has
dredged the batture which had formed in frout
of said landing for s lengih of about six hundred
f-or, and given eight foot of water below low
water mark,
FROM THE HTEAMSHIP LANDING.

Going down stream on sccount of the caving
nature of the bank, the lessee was retarded in
the commencement of the work up to the 20th of
August last, when he began work on the Pioayune
tier, below the Bt, Ann street ferry, and has by
this time about half of iv completed. The other
half, I hops, will be completed ip abounl ten days,

Onie wharf opposite Barracks street haas stood
woll and bas always been naed.

Four other wharves, which have caved, will
have to be rebrilt, and tho lossee is now &t work
on one of them, oppoeite Hospital atroet,

IN THE TUIRD IJIHTI.IIL}T,

alen on account of the caving nature of the
bank, work wes begun but a fortnight ago. In
i

Fi 1al Busi on Final Passage.

Blr. Brown called up the following ordinances,
which, baving been read twico, were mow on
their third reading, and they passed unanimous-
ly, the yeas and nays having been oalled:

1. An ordindénoe appropriating $26,113 08 to
pay the Crescent City Police for August, 1877,
the total having been changed o this fighre from
$25,000 by su amendment which was firet uoani-
mously adopted, the yens and neys having been
oalled.

2, An ordipence providing for the several pay
rolls therein named for August, 1877, begluning
“pay rolla of resorders’ courte,” and amounting
to #6761 65,

8. An ordinance providing for the payment of
the several accounts therein named for Amgnat,
1877, beginning “I. Filzwilliam & OCe.," and
amonn'ing to $6760 73.

4, An ordinance providing for the payment of
the scconnte named therein for Auguat, 1877, be-
ginning “J, D. Houston,” snd smounting to
£5771 90,

5. An ordipance making appropriations for
charitable mstitutions for August, 177, amount-
ing to §5142 fb.

G, An ordinanea providing for the payment of
the several accounts therein named for August,
1877, begiuniog “Firemen's Oharitable Associa-
tion,” eiv,, amounting to $14,833 53,

7. An ordinanes providing for the payment of
the geveral accounts thersin named for Auguat,
1877, bepinning “New Orleans Gaslight Com-
pany,” amounting to $13,741 01,

Reports of Committees,

By Mr. Oavanao—

Favoraby, by resolation, on the petitions of (1)
the New Orleans, Jackson rud Northern Eailroad
Oumpany, asking the privilege of laying down a
pide track on the banguetie slong the north side
of ita freight depots, on Front street, for a dis-
tance of threa blocks; (2) Bilas Weecks & Co,, for
permission to lay s awitoh railroad track in front

ferred to the City AMorney by Mr, Cavansc's
resolution,

Mr. MoOafirey stated that the City Attorney
{Mr. Jonag) had carefully read the committes’s
teport before it was submitted to the Counell,

L
nored and all the city's affairs were conducted by
he respective deparimenis, purdusses were
made by the Admimatrators. Dat on the 1k of
June just past, the eontrach system wae Again re-
newetl, snd no dapartment should have been per-
to ignore ordinence.

snd that the ordinance oftered by the

I now come to tha wharf qneat:ﬂn,'whzuh ;;

had been written by the City Attorney himself.

Mr, Fdwarde oslled for the yess and naya on
the adoption of the report, which being ordered,
reanited na follows:

To ndopt—Edwards and MeOaffrey—2.

Against Browo, O , Donis snd
Diamond--4,

The ehair declared the motion to adopt lost,

Pr. Oavanac oslled for the yeas and naye on
his resolution, which were ordered, with the fol-
lowing result:

Yons—Brown, Oavanze, Denit and Dismond—4.

Naye—Edwards and MeCUs frey—2.

In oaating his vote, Mr, MoUailrey said:

I vote no, beoause the Oonncil hag not dis-
posed of the rep.rt of the commities either by
its adoption, reference or rejection; henos the
gubjest is not, secording to [ogislative proceed-
ings, properly before the mesting,

The chair declared the resolutioa ndopted.

Petitlons,

From (1) V.M. Ornzst; (2} 0. F. Humbreoht;
(8) Camilla B, Lewis; (4) 8, Rolf, and (5) 3. J. A
Pisuche, for reduotion of asseasmenis, Referred
to the Administrator of A te,

From (1) citizens complaining of the collations,
wakes, eto., held st No, 274 Lafeyetie stroot,
known as Kinney's Hall, and also 43 No, 237, eame
streot, known as *Montgomery's Hail.,” Alss, ()
a pommunication from Mossrs, Rogers, Vizard
and DMesken agsinst “Hioney’s Hall,” with a re-
port of the chief of police on the latter; and (3) 8
commuonication from the United Biates Bona of
Honor Benevolent A iation, againet cl [
Kinney's Hall. Reoferred to the Mayor and Ad-
winistrator of Palice, -

¥rom (1} Hy. Raenl, relative to asphalt pave-
ment on Wella strest; (2) ecitizens of the Fiftn
Distriet, for the better drainiog of the rear pur-
tlon of said disiriot; (3) D. M. Hollingaworth, to
put np six improved waterwheels to be operated by
steam, and (4) citizens, for the removal of lhe
wharl at the oot of Jeaune streat, Referred to
the Administrator of Linprovements.

From (1) Decan & Co., agests of Liverpool
hip Line, for tho neo of the wharf st the

g

of the Mi ippi and D wareh , foot
of Jackson street; (3) Jus, Jackson, for permis-
slon to eonstruet s rarlroad switch in front of the
Fisk ealt warehonss, in the equsre bounded by
Firat, Bocond and Tehoupitoulas stresta and the
river; (4) Jackeon & Manaon, for permission to
sonstruct a switeh in front of the Transit salt
warehouse, in the equare bonnded by Fourth,
Fifth snd Tohonpitoulss astreets and the river;
and (6) E. D. Elliott, for permission to eérect s
gteam engine at No. 39 Natchez street,

By Mr. Dismond—

On the petitions for and sgainst the “News-
hoys' Home,” Mr. Dismond submitted 1he report
of Bergeant 1d. Rysn, who etates that from per-
gonal inspection sod from information recsived
the building known as the Neweboye' Home is
not & nuisance, aa atated in pedtion of complain-
anta, ‘The report was adopted.

erdinances and Resolutions ¢ffered,

By Mr. Oavanac—

1. Bemolntion granting per to the New
Otleans, Jackson and Northern Raileoad Com-
peoy to lay down a side track on the north side of
ita freight depots on Front street for a disiance
of thrée blocks.

9. Resolution graniing Bilas Weeks & Co, per-
misgion to Iay a switch railroad track in front of
the Misslsaippi and Dominion warchouses, fook of
Jackson street.

4. Besolution gramting Jamea Jackson permis-
gion to construet a railroad ewitch in front of the
Fisk salt warshouse,

4. Heeolution granting Jaokson & Manscn per-
mission to conatruet & railroad switch in front of
the Transit sslt warehonse,

toot of Uslliops street for the steamers of their
line, and (2) Uresgent Uity Boat Clab, for per-
mission to build & boat housa at post thirby-sight,
Foarth street, To the Administeaior of Com-
nierce.

From (1) Widow J, B, Ballester, for an exten-
mion of time to pay eity taxos ; and (3} Johnsoa
Armatrong, for the esucelistion of & tax bill. Re-
ferred to the Administrator of Finanee,

From oitizens, for the erection of an cil lIsmp
on Magnolia, between Thalia and Erato streets.
Boferred 1o the Administrator of Dolice.

From L. J. Dodge & Co., to furnish city with
titles of city property and other informatlon
relative to ground rents, Deforred to the Admin-
istrator of Poblic Aceounts.

From J, M. Weymnuth, to furaish the city with
names of ownera of properiy classed sa '‘‘un-
known” on city tsx liste. Hoforred to the Ad-
minigtrator of Finanes and Mablis Accounts,

A requisition from Aeeistent Iscorder W. H.
Holmes, fer stationory, was referred lo the Ad-
ministrator of Police.

From five hundrad cilizens and property
owners of the sesond snd Third Disiriots, rela-
tive to the eondition of the wharves and levees in
said distriots, BEead and received.

From Mrs, Myra Clark Gaines in relation to her
olaims. Heferred to the Mayor and the Adminis
trators of Finsnoce and P'ablic Accounts,

Remarks of Administrators,

Mr. MoCafiray—

1Y jon with my communi of 1aat
Tuesday, and in anewer to the voe just resd from
peveral of the Administrators, I would like to
make an a;pisnabluu.

5. Resolution granting E. D. Elliott per
to erect s steam engine at No, 50 Netohez strest.

By Mr. Brown—

1. Resolution authorizing the commissioners of
the McDonogh Bohool fand to secspt propossl of
Win. Fairlie to repair the Madison school-house,
eorner of Prieur and Palmyrs etreeta, for the sum
of $2000, Adopted.

9, An ordinanee appropriating #15 50 in favor of
Joho Klein & Co, Adopted,

9. An ordinance providing for the payment of
the meveral accounts thersin pamed, beginning
“Paulin Durel,” snd amounling to $1200 20,
Read twice.

By Mr. Edwarda, and read twico—

Resolved, That the sum of ecleven hundred
and ninety dollars be and the same ia herely
approprisfed to John Page for repairing the
conrt rovm of Iecorder of Becond and Third
Diatricts, a8 per resclution No. 4023, passed Jaly
3, 18i7, and that the Administrator of
Acpounta warrant in payment of same.

By Mr. Dismond—

Hesolution suthoriziog the Administrator of
Pulice to coniract witn the Now Orleans Gaslight
Company for the erection of four iampa on
Canal strest, botween the Mobile railroad depot
and the wharf,

Order of the Day—Sugar Shed Gueztion.

Mr, McOaffrey, chalrman of the committes ou
augar sheds, called for the reading of the roport
of the ,and the ordi submitted
by them Jnly 24, 1877,

There decuments having been read, Mr. Onva-
nac submitied the following resolution as a sub-
atitute for the ordinanee:

Dy Mr, Oavanac:

Hesolved, That the City Attorney, B. F. Jonas,
be snd is hereby requested to furoieh for the
grnidancs of the Conucil an cpinion upon the ful-
lowing points conmected with the sugar shed
gquestion:

1. Whother, under the law, the Couneil hes the
right to declare of ite own motion the forfeiture
of the privileges graoted under ordinance 1528,
N, B, tor exaoung illegal and excessive rates of
storage ? s

2. And in the event that the City Attorney be
of the opiniou thet the Conneil is o elnpowersd,
whether eaid buildings on said forfeiture revert to
the city, a8 in cage of expiration of charter ?

3, Whether, if in this last event, the city will
become Tesponnible to the Bugar-Shed Company
in damages or in lll'l{ way for the valas or any
portion of the cost of said buildings.

4, As to whether there existe soy practicable
means of forcing the Sugar Bhed Company to re-
duce ste storage rates to the charter charges, by
ordinance, or whether logal proceedings in the
courts be necessary to that effect P

. Whethar, in the event of a determination of
the Couneil to forfeit the charter, Judicial pro-
esedings wiil be necessary, sod if so, what fasts
muat be snbatantiated iu order to procure & de-
crea of forfeiture.

6. Incase of such a judicial decree of forfeiture,
whether auch a jndgment can make the city re-

ible in damages or for the cost or valus of

e

this district all the wharves and buikk will
have to ba made anew. The lessce has already
completed one of them (wharf No. 23), st which
wharl a vossel is aircady moored, He is now at
work on wharvea Noe. 24, 26 and 26, which will
be compleied during the week, It may bo well
to reatate that the extraordinary cavings which
bave teken p ace in thix district has compelled
the lessee to retard the work.

With the force now employed npon the wharves
and bulkbheads of this district, I am almoss sure
that by the fifteenth of October next there will be
mors than ample accommodation for the ship-
ping which may arrive,

IN THE FOURTH DISTRICT,

The wharves from Felicity Road to Philip strest
are all in good order and condition, and sufi-
cient fer all the wants of commerce for the next
three months, at which time the lessee will have

loted the bal (& few wharves) from

. mew dopot. With the 1 of this r bl
. ipdnlgence the reasons for which were equally
nown to the honorable Administrator of
Tmprovementa as to his colleaguee, the ordinsncs
as buen stictly enforoed in every instance whioh

oseding in amount five hundred dollars. It is &l-
leged that "ordinance No, 9386, flour for House
of Refuge. $608 50; ordinance No. 4081, flonr for

Honee of Refuge,$535; ordinance No.4072, fiour for

Philip to Toledano streets. The leves in that
district haa also been at all times kept in good
order and condition,

I believe that with the work already sccom-

the improvements, in case a reversion of ¥hu
buildinge to the city be decreed.

7, That Mr. Jonas, the Uity Attorney, be re-
quested to advise the Council whether the facls
alleged againet the Bugar Bhed Uompeny, or sny
of the aots of ssid company, bave been violative
of ity charier and are such as wonld entitle the
city to obtain a forfeitare. Therefors,

Resolved further, That until the Couneil shall
bave received responses to the foregoiog in-
quiries, all action relating to the Bugar Shed
vompany be suspeaded.

Mr. Edwarda moved the sdoption of the report
belore taking action on the ordinance or the sub-
stitate,

Mr. Cavanac opposed the adoption of the re-
port, because of the vagne and uvjust sllusiona it
contained in reference to city officiald,

Mr. Denis alao opposed the adoption of the re-
port, becanse it appesrsd to him to decide the

yery pointg of law which were proposed to be re-

ith r to the first part—ordinance No.
15807, spproved Jaouary 16th, requiring the re-
moval of sheds, buildiugs, ete., it ia charged that
buildings and fences have been permitted to re-
main without any reason being ssaigned therefor-
1 can designate mow a8 to the buildings to
which I referred. Ono that portion of the equare
Lotween Wells and Delia, and fronting on Ons-
tombonee etrest, ful one-half of the square is
atill occapied by the same cheracter ot tene-
ments that were ordered to be removed by ress-
lution passed last January. On the other half of
{he square the tencments Ironting on Canal
streat were demolished, snd brick buildings
pleced in their atead. Why the first mentioned
buildings were pot removed, of course 1 cannot
expliin. Vi

The equare batween Wella atreet and the river
aleo oontaiug the same quality of bmildings; and,
farther, there is a buildiug eituated immediately
upon the street (Water dtreet), occupled st
present as a caberet, formerly nged as a eity tool-
homae, together with an sdjuinicg building be-
tween that and the Mobile railroad depot. Loth
are th & dilupidated conai'ion and should be re-
moved. I wonld also point out in the equare be-
wween Cuatomboure, Urossman, Delta and Wells,
s number of bulldings entirsly in contraveotion
of the vity ordisance, and some of which were
coustructed immediately after the pagsage of this
ordinsnce laat Japuary, Bo meuch in verificatinn
of the nesertions made in reference to that ordi-
nance, i ;

In the socond place, referenen is made to the
| building ou Goodehildren etrset.  When the sub-
| ject was referred to the Administrator of Tm-
| provements, [ made & thorough examination of
the complaint and reported the reanlt thoreof to
the Conneil. Li was oy opinion that the bnilding
was not & nui , B3 plained of, and tha
Conagil by their vote indorsed that opinion, If
there is any soelogy between ihis oase and the
non-enforeoment of the ordinanes requiriog ihe
removal of rookeries from the levee, ilrail to san
it.

Now, sir, a2 to the enforcement of the Uity
Workhouss ordinauce, I have gimply to state that
in votig for the confirmation of officers, as rec-

jed by the Ad ator of Polics, 1 sup-
posed that the subject had already beep discussed
in commities of the whole and been approved by
the Mayor and others. IconfiesIdid not give
the matter the attention I shonld have done; oth-
erwise I wonld have protested bofore the Couneil
agaioet such sppoiniments, a8 [ did in my com-
mitgication, Wy & snperintendent and clerk are
required for & vacant catablishment, after its
trenafer o apother department, has pot been
cloarly shown. It is slso & master of dispute
wheiher there isenflicient a.vmdplngme ot for & black-
stuith, when it is considered that there are not
more than eight horses now used for public prr-
orea—[one in the eharity wagons, three for tho
isck Marin, and one for the fire alarm telograph
wagon—showing the cost for shoeing th em_hurn L)
to be $70 per month for labor alote, when it could
be done at & much less rate by giving out the
work.

Now, coming to the question a8 to the removal
of the huildipg st the nead of Urculines street,
on the levee, The Couneil, by & vote, bad al
ready consented to the lease of that building.
The Mayor vetoed the resolution, and the Conn.
cil, rospecting the opinion of the chief execative,
believing that the vrdinance was not reasonable,
or that 1t shonld ot be earried out, approved the
vpto, thereby gesting eide their previons action,
To my knowledge, no explanation bas been given
at any time by the Mayor 10 the Conncil, or to
e Y & mamier of the Couneil, why the bailding
waa not removed, It there has been apy reason
forits maintennnce, notwithatanding the action
of the Couneil, it has been confided to a few offi-
cers who are conenlted npon snch subjects and
not to the Conoeil.

Now, in relation to the ordinance authorizing
the pryment of bila for fomr, It is well koown
that bile of this character are all bunched in an
ogmupions ordinanee ovce esch month, the whole
amounting to twelve or fifteen thonsand dollars.
Happosing that all the items had bsen properly
andited by the Administrator of Aceonnte, I have
always voted for the pasasage of puch ordmances
without rerntinizing them closely,

. ‘Ahe communication of to-day claima tnat from
time immemorial purchases of this kind were
made in open murkel. This is & mistake, as
under the aldermanic system contracts were
regularly awarded for furnishing sapplies of this
kind to the eity institotions, Uoder the burean
ayatem, when the law requiring contracts was ig-

regant 60g tha attention of
gur people. " The Administrators who signed the
eommunication read  to-day took the tronble to
eall npon the City Burveyor for a verifioation of
their neaertions that the wharf lesseos ars doi
sll in their power bo Fallill their contract, I woun
like to appsnd to that opinion of the City Hur-
veyor one addreseed by him to the Administra-
tors of Qommerce and Improvements, dated
Heptember 1, 1877, just ton days ago. Hereitia:
Brnveror's Orrice, Roox No. 18, Oiry Hn.l,,}
New Orieans, Bopt, 1, 1877,
To the honorabie Administrators of Improve-
maents and Commerps:

Genilemen—1 have the honor herewith to
trausmit the report of Mr, Louis H. Tilie, Ansist-
ant Burveyor in charge, relatiog o the negleot
on the part of the lessee of wharvea to obey the
inatrnetiona from this dspariment. woald
reapectfully snggest that wn appointment ba
made at yoor esrliest convenience to consider
this matter,

I remain, very respectfully,

J. A, p HEMEOCOURT,
Uity Burveyor.

Buryeion’s Owrios, Roos No. 19, Orry Har, l_
Now (rleans, —, 1877,
Julen A, d'Hemeeourt, Kag., City Burveyor :

Sir— It beppmes my duty to report that not-
withatanding your notioe of & lew days ago, Mr.
H. Eilerman, lessee of the wharvaes, has neither
begun the repaira of the apron of the steam
wharves of the Heoond Diettiel, por the leves
whers a cave has oceurred opposite Losseps
streat,

From the little progress made durinz the week
in the sonstruotion of the firet wharf of the Third
District, the lessea will require ab least filtesn
Auyu per wharf. The nambar of wharves belng
fifiesn, at that rate he wili hardiy complete the
wharves of that distriot by the first of April, 1878,

1 am therefors obliged to racommend that the
penslties of the contract be st once imposed in
order to have the wharvea in the Hesond sod
Third Districts repaired in time for the wanls of
oommeree, 1 remain, respectfnlly

LOUIS 1T, PILIE,
Deputy City Burveyor,
My oommuunication was meade after the recep-
tion of this communioation from the Uity Bur-
yayor,

My, Cavanac—What is the date of that com
munieation ?

Mr. MoCaffrey--September 1, 1877,

Mr, Cavanac —The oo ion to me bears
a later date, feplember 10, which showa that
sinos the commmunication of Beptember 1 the
iessess hsve employed a larger forve of men, and
are pushing the work.

Mr. MeOaffroy—1F eince the publieation of my
protest of eight days sgn ihe lessees have be-
come more industrions and zeaions 1n the per-
formanes of their sondract, I am glad that m:
communication has at least obtained that mue
in the interest of the paople.

Now, sir, ordinanee Mo, $421, adopted May,
1876, confers aathority upon the Oity Hurvevor
and the Adminietrstors of Oommerce and Ime
provements o superviss the consiraciioa snd re-
pur of wharves, Leaving ont the quoeation
whether that i in accordane + with the civy chars
ter or not, but pting the ordi fur ar-
gument sake, I wonld remark ihab the oity snr-
veyor ig permitted to employ & representative to
manage the interceta of ihe city in the repairing
and constroction of the wharvea, and the Auminis-
trator of Commerce is permitted to emnpluy & su-
perintendert of wharves and landings,

As far back as Jaly or Auguet, 1 cannot -:ﬁ
which at this moment, T petitioced the Coun
by commnuication for permiseion to be repre-
geubod in tho managament of the repaire of the
wharves, as required of me by the city charter.
The Conceil saw fit to defer action npon the som-
municstion on acconnt of the absenca of the
Mayor at the time. Ae the geason was advancing
rapidiy, when the whatves should be pnt in &
eondition to he prepared for the winter's
bnsiness, =sod proenmin{-; that the Council
would be inlerested by reasom of the
public importance of ihe matter, I took
upon myself to commission Gen, Blanchard as
my representative, and gave him his anthority to
that effsct. If the Oonpeil saw fit to refuas come-
pensation to that officer, well, that was their
Bm?inue: Ll why that officer’as authority ahould

e denied while holding his eommission or an-
thority from an Adminiatrator of the city, with
the right lo "exerciee guch powers by the
charter, as well ae by ordiownce, has mnot
been explsined.  Admitting, for argument
aake that the emploves of the city must
be sppointed by the Council, it is the first time
in the history of cily sffsirs when an Admin-
istrator was ot recognized in his writlen anthor-
ity. In this inetRoow i is pot denied that mine
wea,

1, therefore, leave the whole suliject with thesa
explanations to go npon the record, end let an
“intelligent public” judge whether the Ocunol
Lizg Ly its proceedings cxeeeded its authority, or
whether the Adminiztrator of Improvements, in
hia individuslity, or & siugle Adminisirator, tae

one buyond the bounds of redsdon 1o makiog sa
ﬁonnra.b!a proteat.

The Qouneil then adjonroed.

THO3,  BAPIER, Seoretary,

[ oornT

FEPUATERIALs. ™
CALEB A, PARKER & (0.,

Union street.........oo00.. 10
NEW ORLEANH, LOUIBIANA,
GENERAL AGENTS FOB

Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana,
Misslasippl and Texas,

FoR

H. W. JOHNS

Manufacturer of

ASBESTOS MATERIALS,

Asbestos Paints in white and all known tints;
eolors mixed rendy for use, unequalled in tha
market for durability and beauty, .

ASBESTOS ROOFING,

Unenuallod for durability; no retention of
witor on the roof, coqual to Blate
on that account.

Ashestos  Hoof Palnt, Asbhestos
Proof Conting, Asbestos Stenm
Packing, Stenm Pipe and
Buoller Coverings.

TESTIMONIALS:
New Opreaxs, October 4, 1876,
Having made vse of tho Ashestos Paint manu-
Taeturad by H. W, Johns, of New York, anid for-
wardod _to me by C. A, Parker, Eang,, 10 Union
ptreet, New Orleans, to ba tested, [ take plons-
urn in suying I have found them to be lo every
respeet a8 represantad, T can  eonfidentl
recommend them to builders, owners of re
eatate and ship captains as being much supe-
rior, in my opinion, to any mixed Euiufs in this
or any olher country, and in faet, bevond eom-
parison with any (lead) in this market,
THOMAS D, CAREY,
Chemist and Palnter, Washington and Magnolin
slreats, Now Orleans.
New Onneaxs, April 20, 1877,
Caleh A, Parker & Co.:
Sira—Hnving wsed H. W, Johns' Ashestos
Ealum and llgt:ﬁf:ag, I (::l?ul1]f‘|:rr them the best
ave ever used. Respectfully yours
< 1. #INNOTT,
Captain of Steamboat New Dart Able.

RerereNcE—Mesars, H. Dudley Coleman &

Brother, 12 Union street, New Orleans.
Bend Uireular and Pries List. ivis

EQUAL TO THE BESI.

Marais Street Steam Brewery,
86...........Marals street.....,.....88
Betwoen Cont! and 8t, Louls,

H. ¥. STURCKEN, Froprietor,

jFi06m KEW ORLEARS,




