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thafr will to that effect lomally, o
i nmrl ﬁunng?y A \rmoa-
i ﬁémﬁg"&m‘ g ora0
o1
swalled with Indignation ? n Af thelr fesi-
- too prasionate, you
T ]an:ﬂ?l.?}urkw that *‘some-

S b dciand t the p{Ht O LIbOFLy.
BOne u.howevarf that no fosling of resent-

excuse us for churging a conspiracy

ar fraud where none was
itted, Even if we werowronged, that does
@ s the privilege of apoly:ng terms

o not expreas the real nature of the ia-

; %n (o can justify our words only by show-

that we use them truly, (n & menap author-

m.i}r the lnw and the common speech of the

gntry. Otherwise our langunge is, ke some

@t yours, mers vituperation, disgracsful only to

086 who utter it.  Aceapting, therefore, the

robandi, let me bri your attention to
wartain facts well and publicly known,

IT WAH A DONBFIBACY.

0k 18 proved, if human testimony ean prove

ytoing, that the people of Louisiana did, on

rﬁ November last past, duly, and by reg-

i allols, moke an appointment of Presiden .

Electors known to be (n favor of Pildea and

I &, and authorized them to east tie vote

~of ths Biate, Tt is jusl as olear that the appoint.

Luent made by the peopls was et ot nanght by a

falgiflcalion of the records and returns of

aluetion, This was €focted by the mszt.

fey of certnln lou?l oftiears, combined with

er persons inand out of the State, who in-

them o it, abotted them In it and helped

to clothe the cheat in what thoy anid wore

‘Torms of law," Is it g misnomer to eall

i oonapiraey? That offense i3 defined as a

' eombination of soveral persons to accomplish

an unlawiul purposs, by coneertod action, How
&m get your friends ontsido of this defini-
on ereons acting In this way are nlwnys
ns conapiratora, and by the law of every
: eountry inthe world, they are sevorely
ed, Take one simple and actual case out
thousands that might be given, Divers dis-
g8l mon at 8t Louis combined to defrmad
Ited Btates of their revenue from distilled
, and the it by & proconeerted serios
o and e vie returns, which certain
federated wil'.h_thla passed
4 was held, and justly held, to
# eonsiracy, and some of the parties to it

q'g:. Fent to the ponitantiary,
haps you do not eee the parallel, but the
nBalogue I8 perfoet, except inthis, thgt in the
mae which yon dofend tho object of fhe com-
nation was to cheat the Ipe-unln out of their
ol esil-government, while the purpose of
L. Iti.lfulri nnspiracy was to robithem of thelr

th

HoNoy # makos any differenco, it is great-
‘gs{fdﬂ.t Euu for liberty t8 more preclous

1 K0! n the judgment of the virtaous and
ml&men Wwho won the independonce apd buiit
#ip the Institulions of this country, the privilags

of eligosing our own rulers was infloitely the
t phrtof the great inheritance they loft us,
a tull priow biood and treasure they
’hmuﬁl‘lt this freedom for their children, and I do
not know one tolevably decont Amerlean who
ikl sell evon his singls right on Jmi;tnrmu
At the critleal partod in the history
of Louisiann which oecurred last vonr it was
poaclilly valuable to her people, for it fur-
‘niehed them the only legal, peacoable, and safe
“mensure of relief from thie exactions of a most
and oppressive governmont, The sue-
=l sehome to cheat thoss people out of thelr
y for State oflicers and Presidential Electors
erefore, merime of the greatodt magnitade,
one which requires a cheek of golid brass to
At without blushing. It is far worse than
- sonspiracy to steal auy amount of public
ay. Hunning crooked whisky for a life-
dme would be an act of white-robed innocines

0 comparison, 5
nlthmate objoct of th's erime glvos ita
Al pspect rovolting in the Tast degroe; but
tired, when soen in dotafl, are hideous
i expression, Home returns wers one
y suppressed, and othors wore sitered ¢
des actually cast wers thrown out, and othorg
in and eountod which were known not to
bean polled. The whole proceeding was

i} of false pretonces. Forgory of the most i

{ documents wis o parlt of it: perjo
rnation of perjury atlendod it at every
. Bhall these things be forgotten or fon-
ed? Do you expect the cheated poople of

8 nition to say, like the olght commissioners,

mtt-his i3 a8 good a way a8 any to elect a Pros.

P

; THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION,

One of your allegations is that T intended “ta
ver the false impression that the forma
of the commission was the result of & He-
blican conepleray to Praudulentty oleet a
5 ent amd Viee President,” and Judge
o taking your word for it, has made
1nt.ereatiﬂf by a public complalnt
e injury to himself, I did not say this
yihing like it, On the contrary, I re-
t¢ the commisglon as being proposed
& eult  circumstaness to  avold  the
\Jhinh might aprlu@; [rom . con-
and final disagreoment between the Lwo
ADouses, and us belng accepted by the Demo-
Crits In the ballel that justics would be dons,
d?n bonest decision rondered againgt the
In all this thers is nothing about u con-
a0y in “the formation of the commission.”
tknow that you misrepresented this point
illy. It1s one of your eharacteristic inac-
. like that which echarges Dante with
eccnoies of the Decameron,
j the conspiracy waa not in the formation
@ commisslon, but in the [rauds which
k d and returned those bogus yotes, The
eommission refused to verify tho votes and as-
oot whether the olectors that sent them u
: g:re uly uppointed or net, and in lhisi[lrill:‘
1y alss?poinw the friends of truth, and
grossly violated the whole epicit ss well
g the latter of the law which gave it being.
9, er this was mere error, or something
r#n, 18 mot for me or you to determine, but
the eral judgment will no doubt adopt the
i ble view which I bave given, and sa
. that the faculties of the majority were too muc!
‘banumbed bﬁ party passion tosee the facts or
ratand the

-ug! law,

Lou ¢laim that the certificate of the Return-
: give you "'n politlcal advantage,” In
8 youars certainly right. A party sued for
" an honoest dobt has a gront advantage over his
ereditor it he can produce u frandulent or
rged receipt upon the trinl. The advantage
mes decisive {1 the tribunal teying the
o i willing to accept the false paper, give
the effect of a true one, and permit the plain-
Y to be elieated out of his debr, But would it
right, legally or morally, for ths debtor to

- sush an advantage 7

THE PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO ELECT.

Your technienl argument in favor of the
1 Heserves notive, bocause It is almost your
dply attempt at ressoning, and because your
gonelusion would be fair if your ptemises ware

1
ou declare, in broad ard unqualifted terms,
8t tho American people have “ao right to
their own Chief Magistrate”—that no such
tis imbedded in the constitution or clse-
ere—ihaf, on the contrary, “the framers of
@ conetitution wore careful to exclude from
;;eople the_right to eloct their own Chirf
atrate,” 1 admit thet this, if true, ends the
versy in your favor: for it cannot h

en legally wrong to defeat the attempt whinl
@ paoule made to exercise & right from which
6y wore carefully exeluded by the constitu-
dom. Bak this opinion of Fours i+ n total mis.
eanception, and will not be adopted by any hu-
man being who has the faintest idea of our in-

m‘%uuml?' ition with i
ou put your proposition with even more di-
reetness and speak with unwonted precision
Eﬁh;m you say, #8 you do on the same page, that
peopls of Loulslana and Florida have not
gm pwar to appoint elestors of President and
. ¥ice Preaidont. This goes to the rootof the
matter. It proves logieally enough that the
iom at which the Tilder candidates were
i upon, chosen, appointed, and named as
} Ts, wis a mers abortion—a vain « fTort to
m e i function wlira vires and morely vold,
urning I*mmii i.‘mll the Electorai Com-

n

miesion were justifim treating it with con-

Of such an o wid noe harm to
fy the records n their bost estate they
d no value o val dit{. To forgs them was no
@, for it prejudiced no right.

s i8 it true that the people of Louisiana and
irida have no power to appoint electors ¢ You
sy the power of the people toappoint because
Bt power 'is by the supreme law of the Jand
ning the Federal constitution). vested in
ates, tobe exercised in such manner as the
ures thereof may direct,” Now the
slatures of the two Btates have divected that
poewer shall be exercised by the people, and
makes their right as clear "as if the legisla-
tive enactment had been toxtually inserted in
the constitution of the United Stat-s, 0
argument is necessary to make this intelligible
a man of ordinary sense. There is the con-
ution and thers ars the laws of the States;
- that runs may read” though. under the
mmetances, I suppose T must not aliow my-

‘to say that “n fool cannot err thersin.”

 RECOGNIZED BY THE CARI'ET-BAGGERS.

Tt is hardly possible to imagine anylhing
terous than your notion that these
give the power of appolntment so

usively to Lhe plo, do
Heturn r: Board
iem to-

and ascartain what choice the people
‘made; that the power to inspeet the record

i the election and ecertify the result is the
FIWer giwt: that the right of the people to
. their Btate officera and Presidential

a i only the power to send up n:l.hn;?-? .'3":

ogr, who may
sasure; thatwhen the peo-
g!‘.}‘ni?”‘-’ _thatahon the peo-

wmmm:; great politencss to correct the:srro
| ) . Y X i m

Wit

eolor or former con
the exclusive right and the unquali-

This eoncession was net only mi A words
as avowed in eyery act the
o heglnning to the end of t
When Kellogg and his nssociates wanted t
appointment of electors thoy asked the people
for it, and they sacknowledged in a thous
Torme that 1he people alona eould giv
officors themeelyes never denied
the peopls to choose
leased for electors as well as for
Lientonpnt Governor, and oth
eir certiflcatos, whether false
Proprio vigure an
hean DApBIE pur-
orted on its faco 1o be n mere declaration of
8 uppointment previously made b
No candidaie who obtain

performed, from

one of them aver
o it except as evidemee of A pro-
ht derived from a popular vota in
octrine that the
Returning Board could pronto title to an elective
00 wis never even broached, unle:s to be
universully condemned ns untennb) I
pity that in your long, frequent and affoctionate
lha negroos and  carpet-
buggors nt New Orleans you did not piek up a
litls knowledgs of constititutional lnw.
justifieation in the law for
eed, you must leave them
without an exeuse or (lnd one in the tacts of the
easo, Your demurrer is o proposterous sham,
and you mugt anewer over,
of Loulsinna couate ?
THE PAUT AS TO LOUIRIANA.

The great fundamontal fact which underlios
all others in regard to Loulsiana is that the
voters, choge and ap-
lden electors in due and |
T'nis is proved Ly evidence eloar and
decigive enough to steike all  contradietion

Al
those who did this

iy,

In lesd than two days after the election it was
known all ovor the country
thers had been o full poll and a heav:

d Yory soon alerward t
ecounts made and recorded inthe several pat-
Ishes by Hepubliean offiesrs of election wore
brought togetber, and the exact vots of ench
candidate was nscortained,
not be makle to lie, and all parties agreed that the
jority for the Tilden electors averaged nearly

that in Louisiana

was & public aet—not done In & corner, but
transacted in the tace of the world ;and the un-
contradicted report of i
vietlon along with it
kind the most important Taet in the
the universe was peceptod as teas in all partd of
tho earth immediately alter it happened, and
for more than eighteen eenturies the most pow-
i iristendom have stakod upon it
their highest interests ip thig world and their
I!ui\illtlr_\ll in the paxt,

t carrled perfoct con-

But thers was other
Uongress were sent
down, charged with the special duty of inguir-
ing into the matter on the
reported the troo result of
proviously stated, that

ground, and they
the election to be nk
Ia to sny, 1658 majority
tor Tilden, Even that s not all, The original
dovuments and records showing what the vote
was, a8 nctually counted by Hepubliean Com-
missigners of Elsction, autiienticated by thoir
sworn certifieates, and verlfied

befora the Electoral
Thesn wore conclugive prools:

i if you do not know from them that a large
majority of the peopls atthat election voted [or
Tilden eleetors end the Democratic State offi-
cors, you are wholly unflt for your husinees,
ou do know it, and cannot deny it without
tolally destroviog your character for vorac ty.
Foreed by tbe irresistible stren

ou sadmit, or sssume, that
Tiden electors wae 7650, Bo, therefore,

A LECGAT AND PRACEABLE ELECTION,

There fs anolher point of fact that 13 also ou-
tablished., The majority for the Tilden sloctors
was made up by the votes of legally qualitted

it I do not say this merely becauss the
reception of the votes by the proper elacton
officers was per s¢ an adjudieation in favor of
the yoter's right, but for the further reason that
the election at a'l the polling places was in tha
hands and under the complete control of the
opposing party, who would certainly not per-
] mocratic vote to go in if they could
legally keep it out,
mittee.when they went to
to gond fur persons and papers, eould not fnd
anybody—not a ecarpet-bagger or a Custom-
House officer—hardy enou,
Demoarats had polled 1llegal
not denied, and Lauppose will not, that the ma-
ty of 7660, which you sdmit wis east for the
den eloetors, was cast by properly qualified

1
8, the House com-
uisiana with power

b to mesert that the

ns,
nother thing: The eclection was fron and
I cors roported no disturb-
anee. Every polling place was manned
uty marshals, and soldiers
baggers, and all of thom
testify that there was vo violence of any kind
which ealled for their interforonce,
is true with regard
there could have been no foree or Intimidation
ot other places or times, which kept people
away from the clection 18 proved by the largs
number that came, The vots was the hoaviest
ever polled in the State; and larger in
tion to the whola population, as ascertained b
the consus, than in most othor States whore a
the exertions of both purties were used to brin
out their last man.

The necessary result, briefly stated, of all the
fuots known atd proved is thix: that the peopls
of Louwtsiuna, having the undoubted powor to
choose their own electors, did reguiarly,
den electors upon &
a free eloction and by a large ma-
jority ; and the persons thus duly appoioted by
the people were exclusively capable of castin
residential vots of the State, It followed,
o day follows the nighr, that the count of
the elgbt electoral votes
Hayes was & talse count.

THE RETURNIRG BOARD,

But you say that the officars of the Returning
oard, by virtue of certain juaicial powers con-
ferred on I, could disfranchise the majorit;
nullify their act of appointment. and virtual
take the power of choosing electors Into their
own hands, This brings us to another diapued
question of law: Is the Returnin
£, 0r 4 mero nullity beenuse of
ite direct and palpable conflict with the consti-
tution? Let us look,

neither you nor anybody will deny
chisement of afree citizen is a se-
vere punishment reserved by the penal law for
the most infamons crimes,

to the registeation,

rom Louigiana for

To infliet it is an
3 highest legal amthority, The
power in Louisiang is exclusively con-
by the Btate constitution to ecertain cnu-
merated courts, and the Returnin,

one of them, Thersfore, un act of the Legi
ture which gives to sach a board any_judicial
power to punish any person for any offence, is
p void, But, in addition to this, it is pro-
by the fundamental law of all [ree States,
ling Louisiana, that even the courts or
trates capuble of holding this power shall
never exercise it except upon formal aecnsa-
tion and due convietion, at & regular treial be-
] Now, the legislative act

fore an impartial jury.
ou assert to ba constitutional
unish by disfranchisement t+ the Iie-
oard, which is not a eourt, and au-
thorizes it to pronounce sentence of disfran-
chisement upon all the citizens of a parish at
once, for an act of violenae not committed by
themselves or by any of them, bat by somebody
else whom they may never have seen or heard
of. Even the faet tlat violenco was committed
by other parties is to be
trial, but by an ingulry condueted in secret, be-
k of the parties, on ex
political enemies,
werried remorselessly out thoush it
the whale paople
ess bondage from

ascertained, not by a

t
of the Blate back to a nop
which they are struggling to be froe. :
aelare to be constitutional
hore i not a half-grown boy in
the country of uverage understanding that does
not know better, I cannot help but belisve that
a little reflection would
from the shame and folly of making an agser-
ticn so destitute of all sense and reason.
But vou go Turther,

the power of the Lewislature to pass such
cannot bs doubted, but you
Bupreme Court of Louisiann bas adjudged it
to be valid, that is to say, consistent with the
i This is extremely injurious to
that court, and, if belleved, it would destroy all
confidence in the integrity of ils judgments,
Enowing something o

have saved even you

You not only aver that

its members, I ke
that they ars utierly mea
ecision at onee so false an
surd, In feet, they did not. .
before them involvipg the question, and no die-
tum ever fell from wither of them which couid
ve the Returning Bourd or its owners th
being sustained as a constitutional

A FALBIFIED DECIBION,

This [alsification of a judicial decisio
uphold the power of the Returning Hoard in
election returns has wearious his-
tgt?n}iy Matthews,

decided the Returning

No case ever eame

Court of the state bad i«
Board_ statute to be conslitutional.
immediataly DiQEO&ld up by ni

bﬂmnkleti it was not true, aud ask

the temsrlty to hold up a book of Louisi-
ana mv&& in he tﬁe decision
wo}ﬂ und, Thopo vﬁm, or want of time
or interest [n the subject, did’ not examine the
report, were in gome sort pelted to bellave
what was afflrmed sbout it by a Senator who
professed to have earcfully read it, and in con-
m%nnnoa the reputation of tha Louisiana court
sullorod soversly for a while, Dut the misrep-
resentation woon e known for what it
N""II,E was, and it was again thoroughly ex-
&05 8 you very well know. Now, after all
ir, here ara f’l}‘ll at the same work agaln, pa-
rading anew the citation proved to be_ false hall
a dozen times, The patient pertinacity of
Popw's spider, reconstriucting its web as often as
it was swept away, 8 the fleure that flta your
case, T will not quote the lines lest they ofend
you by thelr conrseness,
ou transcribe a pussage In whieh you tall ug
that the court has decided the validity of the
stafute; but you are eareful aot to mention the
case or the book from which you take it It s
found, however. In the cass of Bonner va.
Lynch, on page 254 of the 2th Annual, There
is not in that passage, or I that case, or in that
ok, one word that alludes in the remotest
manner to the eopstitational question or the
’Fmﬂr of the Legislature to pasa sueh n law.
he eape balng examined shows thal no such
polnt was raised by the record, or discussed by
counsal or adjudicated by the court.  The sole
question was whether the conrt had authority to
¥eyaraa the proceedings fl:] the Returning Board
and eorroet its srrors, our judges conenrred
in the opinion thal inasmuch as no Btatnto vx-
preealy gave them that power, they eould take
no eognizanea of the subject for want of juris-
dietlon ratione waterie.  You might just as
well cite that easn to prove the constitutionality
of the reconstruction taw.

You claim that this same cnse nol only estub-
Hahes the validity of the act ereating the le-
turning Board, but the eonolusive affeot of its
action  whareas, in trath and in faet, the court
holida the direct eontrary, nnd says that . eerti-
fogte of the board is merely prima fivie avl-
dence in favor of the person who gets it. How,
indged, could the court have dane otherwise,
socing that the stntute iteell doolares, folidemn
nerhia, that the eortifleate shall i, not sonelu-
mive, but prima farie morely? And hera it ought
tor ba noted that where you profess to aet forth
the provision of the legislative act which makes
the cartifleate of the board evidenes, you gachle
it shamafully and alter it to make it 0t your
asgartion that it i conclusive by cutting out the
words which declars it to be only prinae facie,

A FIT APOLOGIET FOR FRAUD,

I am not sure that you hnve made thege mis-

stutoments with malies prepense,

But wrong is wrought for want of thought,
As well as want of heart,

You utter whatover comes wppormaost if it
H406ms (o serve your purposs, without stoppin
to consider whethoer it 18 right or wrone. Ad:ded
to this, you have the dangerous gift of talking
on asulgoct you know nothing about st na
woll ns if you nnderstood it, ‘T'his enmbination
of mental gualities gives you n matehless skill
ot blundering,

As pxpert divers to the bottom fall,
Boonar than those who cannot swim at all,
Ho, by this art of writing without thinking,
You have nostrange alacrity in sinking,

Basides thls, the obliquity of your moral
vi=ion prevents you from se-ing elthor facts or
principles as thoy are soen by others, You have
no doubt that Wells, Anderson and the two mii-
lnttoea, when they corruptly alt 1 und falsi
flod the election retiurns, ™ clsad o wise dis-
eretion.” The manifeet ainearily  with which
you make your confession of this singulnr faith
marks you oub for the flitest man that eould
have been found to sorye the Great Froud by
blnspheming the constitution of a [reo State,
mutilating her statotes, and impuling to her
Judeges absard decisions  which they nover
midas,

THE FRAUDULENT MRTIFIC

But et that pase. We will now
the Returning Board was a constitut
veatod with uﬁ thn power you claim for i
also Lhat its eeriifionte is conclusive, 1 it
follow that its action is binding, il it bo fesudu-
lent? Nodoatrlbunal with fall jurisdiction hias
no more power to commit frand than o private
eitizen, A jodgment of the Supreme Courl of
the United Btates unon n mattar clearly within
its an'hority le.utterty vold if Esinted with cor-
rup ion, No paper of any kind, no official «
tiflsate, no dead, no record, can weigh a feather
in the seale of justice, I it has Leen concocted
in wilful falsehocd or procured by actual decep-
tion. Hueh n paper or record whon produoeed in
avidenes has preelsely the samo probative foree
a8 a forgery; neither more nor less, In saying
this, we are backed by the good sense wnd hon-
esty of all mankind, and IJ?' rules of lnw that are
universally aecopted.  Nobody has yet dared to
deny this principla, No Bepublican eounselor
maol 1t In argument when the Democratie eoun-
ael et it forth: none of the sight responded
when all of the soven presented it. Even you
with ulldznur “strange alacrity in sinking,” can-
not get down low snough to contradlet it,

Auy court, nay legislative body, any commis-
afoner or arbitrator, who roceives a pivper
known to have been fraudulently made, and

ves it the effect of atrus one, or adopls it ne
the foundation of s judgment, or allows it to
prejudice nny opposing right, commits o most
scandalous outrage upon law and justice, The
prinelple which axciudes a document taintod
with that kind of loiquity is fundamental,
axiomatie, and necessary to the safety of all
rlghts, public ns well as private. [Lis of uni-
versal applieation, impregnable, unassailabla,
without variahleness, or shadow of turning. It
atands now as it hus stood sinee the beginnlng
of the world.

Whole as the marble, founded as the rock,
As broad and general us the casing air,

WHAT THE EIGHT COMMIBSIONERS DD,

The Electoral Commission was eonstituted
with authority elearly defined to determine a
certain eontroverted malttor of faet, to wit;
Whether Ke'logg and his seven associates had
been duly appolioted electors by the "Rmuluni
Lonisiana or not. To maintain the affirmative
sidaof that issue the eartifleate of the Returndng
Board was alone rolied upon. The eight com-
missioners, against the solemn protest of their
seven brethren, accepted that certifieato and
held it to be good, nay, eonelusive proof of the
fact averred, although it was, and they knew it
to b, not only tainted, but saturated’ through
and through with the most atrocious fraud, and
therefore as corrupt in morals and as veld in
Tnw as the nakedest forgery that ever was marde,

Thus it eams to pass that this grent cause, in-
volving the title to the highest ofee in the re-
publie, was detarmined upon evidence which
no justies of tha peace would recelve in a anit
for the price of two sheep. In one of the reg-
ulnr courts of the country, upon a trial for land
ar money, the were offer of such evidense hy
eounsel, knowing Its real character, would he
axtremely dangerous. It would not only be ro-
jected. but the wuilty counselor woulil be pun-
ished, not in the same way (for there is a tech-

ical difference), but on ths same principle, that
courts punish the utterance of eounterfeit
maoney. To pollute the administration of jus-
ties by passlng false and frandulent documents
upon & court I, indeed, very much worse than
“shoving the queer” npon ashopkesper.

Of course, the wickednaas of all this depends
on the seienter.  Involuntary ignorance wonll
ha an excuse.  DBut thacorrupt character of this
certifleate was known to all the world, and

uga?ubllc fact, the commissionars as wall
a8 everybody else wers bound to know it; be-
sides that, the evidonee was exhibited to their
eyes ; their rejection of it assumed it to he trua:
and they expressly ruled that no proof of frand,
however clear, would dimlnish tho value of the
false paper in their estimation. 8o far as T am
Informed, they have never pretended to_ bo ig-
norant of the fat that this vote was the ofl>
spring of a fraudulent conspiracy, nor haye
tuey denied the law, wiich makes™ it void for
that reason. Thore is, tharefors, nothing for
it but to lepve their r&&:;lt.‘it.!on for judicinl in-
te?rlly, a4 Bacon lefo hia: "To forelen eoun-
tries, to future ages, and to men's charitable
speeches.” g

The eight commissioners and the counsel on
their side tried to frame o weak sxeuse for this
dereliction of duty by reasoning thus: Congresa
gave the ¢ ommission no power but what the
two houses might have exercised themselvis:
thetwo houses had no authority to revise eine-
tion returns from any Ntate; ergo, the eommis-
asion must receive a false, fraudulént. and void
cortificats as if it were a real return, true an
valid. In this sylloglem, the promises, major
and minor, are unsound, and the conclusion s
a non sequitur, Oongress has power, elear and
ullu{lastfuuuln 3, nob Lo revise the action of the
Stale anthorities for the purpose of eorrecting
their mera errors, but to ascertain whother a
paper pretanding o be a retuen is 4 real return
or & fraud, If the two houses areto count the
votes they must have the verifying power which
enables them to determine what are votes and
what are not. A fraod or a perjury is not a
vote. Lhis verifying power was delegated to
the commiselon with directions to s<certain by
itwhoewere duly appointed. The majority did
not ine to exercise the power ; they assimed
it, took It and executed it, buy thay misuead and
abused it 8o as not to verify, but to falsify the
yole,

CHIEF JUDGE CHURCH.

You invoke the name of Judge Churs
present Chial Justice of tha State of A ork,
It that distinguisted, upright and learnaed
gentleman is on your sids of this contro-
versy, I admit that the Grest Frand has a most
powerful friend. But your clulm that he favors
your doctrine is prima facie evidenes that he is
against you; for. in citin
nothing if not deceptive. You
sentence whieh you say is his, but you do not
A publiohed Ltier or the FepOFL o 40 or con.
Ay : or tl ortof an oral con-

g ‘th?a‘in that doth so.

-

« made an app on of 1t which
@W“«ﬁ% d?. lmuualoq;; 1 it,
ou mniangeﬂhm udge say that B A
thentication of the election of the Presf-
dential Electors, scoording to the I.u&m of
anch Btate, is finul and congluelve, and that
there exlsta no power tp go behind {hem.
sontence, with itt'.s bad grammar and ovasguenoas
of expression, 18 not_[lke Judge Church’s cloar
and doeurate style, But he mn‘? have said tha
the reaults of an eloction, hones!iy authenticates
by the proper autnorities of the Htate, accord-
ing to its luws and tho acta of Unngrmsr ought
tolfra necopted a4 final and docleiva of sll ante-
codent disputes aboul it, Thpt is no doubt his
opinion, and I Airmly baliove him to Irr’1 right on
Iﬁlﬁ ns on other guestions of law., But does it
follow that a fraud or a forgery may bo regarded
a8 o proper authentieation? Have the two houses
ot Congress, when they eomo to count the
votes, no right to dlntinaumli'ld batwesn n

trun paper and a4 paper  vo for mani-

fest  corruption ? As Judge  Chureh (o
aay for vgur comfort and nsstetance thit
Congress or any other tribonal may lawiol-
ly roenive and treat as true a false paper known
to bave been conoocted io willul fraud.  Instead
of gr ying your wish, he will make the ton-
dereet vein ln your hoart nche with his eon-
tempt.
AHTO THE ALLECGED DUTRAGES,

Many peranns are of opinfon that you did not
write the artielo to which your nauno is nppend-
ed. Thers is intriusie evidenes that cortain
parts of it wore not produced by you; for in-
atance, the defense of the sarpol-baggoers, which
certalnly nobody but oma of their own nomber
wonld make now, since the Adwministration at
Washington has drsarted them, and
From their roined fortunes their funilars elink

Wiy,

But you are made to appear a8 8 believer in
tho virtue of the knaves who aimost desolated
Louigiana by Lhair sxactions, tuxed proporty to
i point that made It almost worthless. iesned
innomerabip milllons of Trawdulent bopds, re-
dueed public securitles to forty par cent, pa-

wl larceny all over the state, and left the
plé to the protection of no Inw hut lyneh
I The writer could not lgnoe these enor-
mitirs, for ha manifestly had read what youo
probmbly never tool the troubis to look ut—the
reports_made to Congress by Messrs, Pottar,
Foater, Wheeler, Pholps and othors, which es-
tablish the facts Incontestibly. It waa nsin and
ashame to make you expressadmiration and
respert for these unmitigated seamps, aud,
feiles s you are, T wonder that yon sebmirted
to t. They might have spared you this degra-
dation, “‘y:. not snough for you to have gild
that the raseality of the HReturning Board was
“the exercian of p wiso diseration 7

You, or Mrlml‘.hndiy for you, have uvnderlaken
to repeat the amiein m'.ssmnuut- that tho He-
!!ll'ninrz Board ana the Flectoral Commission
wers rlight in disregarding the populir vote and
selting aside the elamtlon In Louisiana (free,
full, and falr though it was), beeaise numaorous
murders had heen committe n the Btate dir.
ing the period of l.‘-firl.m!-lrulg rule, Tt was al-
legod that thess murders hod beon gnlnf on
atondily for years af the awful avorage of about
four overy diy, and though the ﬁr-'.-rw:tml--rn of
thom were well known, the public anfhoritios
Lindl not taken messures to punish asingls one,
Nobody was hung ort . OF Bven arrestod,
did not belisve this story, 1L was deniod on
good anthorlty nnd supported bly o eredibile
avidenee,  Babt I insisted that, {f it was true,
the people wers right in tuenlog ont ofleoras
who suffered such o state of things Lo exisf, and
eloeting others who would protoct life by a
faithful execution of the luwd, 16 did secm to
me ko o new specles of moral Insanity (o -av
that the inw-ablding and honest eitizons of the
Stata should be disfranchised because they had
enst their votes ngningt ofMicers who, boslides
being publle plunderces, had teken away all
gecurity for life by pormitting 4000 murders in
threa years to gy entively wnpunishod,

Upon this you assert, or ot lenst sign yonr
name to an assortion and }Iu}rliﬁh it in o magn-
wine as youre, that I adwitled the per i
of the murders referrad to; that Liestified them,
alleging thal the Stale g wiend e oo ren e
(1) nish or prevent them. This ropresants
me the moal iuhuman monster on the eurth,
A man who would justify the unprovok:d ns-
aassination of 4000 peaceable and olplees par.
sond, inctuding women and ehildeon, on the
mare ground that the government was unahlo
te prevent it would nol hesitate to commit
murder himeell whenaver ho could do it with
imbnuil;‘_. This milious charg pressed upon
1 ME icltly, and repsaled in meny forms
through several pages of violent denuncintion,
Now, mark my answer well. The man who
wrote this part of the article wh PHBSCE A8
youre I8 a base impostor. Every opinlon,
thought and sentiment exprossed by mae is pre.
cigely the reverge of what he imputes to me, 1
pronounced tho story of the four thousand mur-
ilers what I did then, and do stil] boliayve it to

4 Bheer fabrication gol up to ordor for par-
tisan purposes, Bo far from justifying those
murdors, 1 declared that if such oufrages Lid
really baen committed, the carpot-bag aathor-
ties of the State had mades themsclves {nfamons
by their failure to punish them,  Farthermore,
I averred it ps matter of fact, and showed it very
conclusively to be true, that the Hiate govern-
ment was armed with physical power amply
sufficient to enfores the law, proserve the peacs
und protect life, All this I endd, not in doubtinl
or abscure langunge, but so plainly that no man
with inlelligenca one degree above that of an
idiot could misundorstand me,

Tha direct, steaightforward mendasity of this
effort to defume me s lilerally wonderlul,
spoak soberly and without passion when I say
that 1 think fhere s nothing like it on record,
No readter will be able to eoucelve the grossness
of it without comparing your article at pages
225-6-T, with mine st pages 0-10-11, Even then
he will not understand mless he looks nar-
rowly at the pusaages which the writer protends
to copy tromn me, They are all frandulantly
changed and altored, My disbheltef in the mur-

storles of Bheridan and Bhorman, my de-

wtation of thoss erimes i they wers in
truth  committed, and  of the government,
ich eould punish them and did not—my
unequivocal  expression  of  thess  sapti-
mants are  suppreessed amnd xacinded
from presages guoted,  Disconpoect BON-
tenees  ara  pleked out  from  different
luces, mutilated, transposed and then joined
fogethir, s if I had written them continu-
ously  in that order, whereby the whole
serse  wnd _meaning of my words are
perverted., am  mmale out to be an
apologist for murder and mob violence, just
as you might prove from the Bible that there is
no God. This is not an indicteble forgery, but
many a& muan has served out his term af Bing
Sing who would scorn an attempt t5 Fuin his
najghbor by the frandulent making or altern-
tion of a puper-writing to the prejudice of his
character,

I am told, and I dncline to  belisve
that you did not write this pait of the articl
which passes for yours, Some smart carpet-
bagrer put it together and gave it to ¥ou io iry
how much he couid make you disgrace yourself
for his anusement or his malice, and yon put
vour nams to it without knowiog whethsr it
was right or wrone. This retieves you from the
imputation of delibetate falsehood. ut why,
ahl why were you silly enoukh to hecome the
eat’s-paw of such a mischicvous monkey ?

THE FLOBIDA CaBE,

I have #poken mainly of the Loulsiana case,
beeansa thet is the one of woich you ought to
have sgome spevial knowledge, You have, how-

Rgone into Floridae, and tried to defond the
sion in favor of that fraud. As might have
ected, you make a bungle of it, T will
3 the polnts as held by the commission so

Iar ns you attempt to Indicats them,
LProfessing to vindleate the great prineipls of
State rights, the commissloners foreed upon
Florida electors whom the State had riEjoctad
whon she made her own cholee, and against
whom all the departments of her government
haul protestad. The fraudulent nullity manu-
factied by two r-;mwassin% officers was allowad
to outweigh the will of the Ktate ag expressed
by her Exeeutive, her Legislature, and her
courts, as well as the solemn voles of her peopls

in their primary capacity,

The Commission invested the ranvassing offl-
eers with judicial authority, and held that their
certificate was the deerea of a tribunal, Itis
porfoctly certain that by the law of the Rtate the
canvagging oMlicers have no such power., The
act of the Legislature does sof give it to them
and the Bupreme Court of the Ytate had decided
in the meet emphatic manner that their duties
were puraly ministerial,

The commigsloners went another stop,  Two
clerks beiog metamorphosed into judges oon-
triry to tho law of the Btate, it was next mai
tained that their [randulent act was as gond as
an honest judement, and this was against tho
law af the whole civilized world,

All the questlons of Inw and fact controvartod
before the commissioners with reforence to the
vota of Florida had been adiudicated by a Hrate
court of eompetent jurisdiction in a cause ho-
tween the same parties. It wis not open to un-
other hearing. But the eight sommissioners,
reckless of their plain duty, or not understand-
ing it, thongh warned hy their brethren, mada g
decislon diametrieally opposite, and the frand
that had been legally crushed ‘was restored to
another lifa, 7

It might be possible for a very ingenious man
Lo gloss over these anomalous rulings with some
appearanee of ylausibility,  But your argument
only s-ts them in & worse light, Your weak and
awlkward defense of them will eqonvines any in-
teilligent man who reads it that they are wholly
indefensible, If the commissioners were not
ashamed of their arrors hefore, they muat have

luste d when they saw them supported by such
twaddle as yours.
SHERMAN'S VISITING COMMITTRE,

You are naturally offended by m{l refarsnce to

l(;:hc ﬁndgj%h oim lgr. Bherman‘ay visi : i::omm'm
oo, ol W ong. Yo
i but I maant iztor the bastud%%anafa }n =

dﬁ.. by gvery o A their power, the per-
petration uf mraat mud‘??{usad 100 strong
axpression,

*rhelt onso 18 too serlous to be dealt with
]i.n.'htfy. Bo far as depends on me, 1 will not
suffer them to be prejudiced by your blundering
ady vy, DBut they have hurt {hemselves vary
mucl E}r declaring insinesraly and untruly that
they went to Loulslana only to srifness tho sount
of the electoral vole by the Returning Board.
Nobody belioves that thay would drop their af-
filrs at home, start immedistely after the slec.
tion, teavel all the way to Louislana, and stay
there at lirant vxpense for o month, mf'rsrl{rtbm.
thay might be present as spectaiors, whon Walls,
An[}I,nraon nnd the two mulattoes would eiphar
np the retarns, No; they meant business
of aome kind, geod or evil, and evil is always
suspocted of that whiell covers itsell under
a #ham, Anothetr pretense of theics falls to
bear examination, "They sald thoy could not
advise an honest count or reprobate a false one
without fear of offenss to the returoing oleers,
This extreme delicacy is wll slmulated. Noth-
ing oould ba more ridiealons than the idea that
the committoa was restraiped by politeness
from interfaring toetop thefrand, it they want-
wd it atopped, Thoy eonld have erushed it with
aword, IF they had simply said that an honest
count must be made of all the legal voles fae-
tunlly cast, and that no mun shouid, with their
congent, be recsoguized, protected or revwieded
for falsifying or fraudulently sitering refurns,
the conspiracy would have digsolved that in.
stant, Thelr refaanl to de this or something
aquivalent, when pressed and soficlted hy the
Demovratic commitens, needs o be vindicated
by some betler reason than any fhat has yet
heen givan,

They not only did not prevent the great fraud
when they might bave done it so casily, but
they encouraged it, intentionally or vnionten-
tionally, by telling the conspirators that powaer
todisfranchise the mtizens of tha Bine might
congtitutionally be exarcisad by the Retarning
Bonrd, nnd to give this plaasibility they cited a
vold statute and a declsion of the Supreme
Clourt which had never beon made. By ronson-
Ing wholly unsonnd they made the eonapirators
bubieve that it they FUt their fraud into the
“forms of law' it could nevar be guestionoed,

Moreover, after the fraudalent alteration of
the vote hed been made, thoey pronounsed it g
righteons thing., How far thoy wore eonscipn-
tious in this I do not pretend to say. Dut if o
man approves of o consvmmated erime, it doos
nob reqiirs much faith in human weakness to
bolinve that ha might have helped it slong
while It was yeb i fievi,

Again, the chpirmon of that visiting com-
miftes has sinee berome Bocret the Tresis-
ury, and controls the pppointm cnit and romovil
of Unstom-Housn offlcera ot New Orloans, as
woll as elsewhere,  Walls is Burveyor of the
port and Anderson i Deputy Collector.  Are
these offtees tho eomslderation, in whela ar in
imﬂ" of their corrupt arrvies in the Helurning
soarid? What other elsims to those luerative
and highly regponsible offlers conlld be pre-
farred by this brace of detected eriminals ¢

Though these facts make an impression very
unfavorable to the committee, they are bor
moral cirenmstinces, The publle is aof gef in
posgossion of any dirPet evidenen which st
vither of them to haye netually participnted in
concocting porjured afldavits, bargained for
[dsified l'f’-c‘_ll"{lﬂ. ot maule special promises of
reward for corrupt serviess, All of them aro
men of good general reputation ;: most of them
atard g0 high that thargs agninat thom of
williul dishonesty, unless supported by ovie-
whelming proof, must be rejected ag inerediblo.

haps, were tiod to the tail of the
commit who had not knowledge anogegh of
the dabject to maks them faivly rosponsibio for
what they snid or did. You younrself are in no
dnnger 11 you get proper eredil for your moental
imbecillty: at lepst I think it can be epsily
dheawn thit great allowancs ought 1o be made
or you on that score,

THE BUCHANAN ADMINTSTIATION,

T eome W o i 1 abuise of the Buchanon
Administration. T a5 diffleult to sanlyze as
theseolding of & fsh woman, But oul of your
reckioss and half erazy eirenmdoention Eam
able to extract the following charges:

L That the President and other meombers of
the Administration were in favor of the seoes-
sion mavement, and desired s su -

2, That to make it suecesalul they, and par-
Uealarly the President himanskf, hehaved tromeh-
aronsly and anfaithfully to the Faderal Govern-

ment, 5

4. That the President combined with seces-
sionists in the tronsonable plol to broak up the
Union, eslablish an independent SBouthern Con-
fodaracy, and cause It o be recognized as o
sepurate nition by forelgn wovernments.

4. That in pursuanes of this plot, and to earry
it out, the President not only abandonsd but

enied the right of the government to prescrve

i or bo maintain its anthority, or to nxesute
ite laws or to put down resistance by torea,

6. That as a consaguence of thesa and other
evil deeds, the Buchanan Administration -
came necursed, as the eause of the civil waor,
with all its logs of blood and froms 3

L will not now write an esgany on the hlstory of
that period, or go into a general sxplanation of
the events which took place om the eve of the
wir. 1 am wholly on the defonsive, and my
present duly 18 mersly to staie carluin facts
already well known, and which show that your
charges are false and groundless,

Mr. Buchanan's regular moessage of Docem-
ter, 1880, addressed to n Congress in which all
the Notthern and Bouthorn States wero ropri-
sented, {4 an unansworabls nrgument ngainst
th right of soparatlon, and the most poworful
appeal for union and_harmonions ohedienes to
Iaw that avor was made to the Ameriean people,
exeepting, perhaps, Washington's Farewell Ad-
dreas and dackeon’s Proclamation. No one can
roid it now without feeling that 1F his wisa
eounsals hal been heeded, the unity of the o
public would have been prezerved in the bonds
of alnsting pracs,

Only those who know, of thelr own knowl-
edge, what relations actunily existed between
the Administration and the leading ndvocate-
of separation, ean see how prepostarons is the
charge of conapiracy between them, For many

wern gantlemen the Presidont, no doubf,
had a warm affection which it was not easy to
tear from his heart; and thelr attachmoent to
him had been Iumi] aod fajthlful. Bat the meo-
mont he assumed his publie attitude of opposi-
tion to thelr movement, they fell away from
him in a body, and boeame his unanimous ene-
mies as far as they eould be 40 consistently with
their regpect for his acknowledged porsonal
virtues. Kven the Bouthern members of his
Cabinet eould not reconcile it with their prin-
eiplos to hold offiee under him, Thegreat gulf,
Boon to be Niled with blood and Hre, was al-
ready opened, The Administration wias on one
aide of it and all secessionists on the other,
Doeg that look like a combinalion to oifec
common purpose by coneert of action ?

A BLANDEE REFUTED,

Not less absurdly false is the charge thot the
Administration denied the power of the Federal
ar;rjwarmneut to maintain its just supremacy by
Oroe,

We held not only that no right of separation
axigted, and, a4 a logleal consequenes, that sall
State ordinanees of seasssion wers mere nulli-
ties, but we claimed for the government of the
Union the rhrrhttn save its porfect integrity by
the use of all the physical foree which mi Ig by
found necagsary, This power was given by the
eonstitution itsell, according to our exposition
of it, thus;:

To take or retake and keap possession of all
forts, arsenals, dockyards, custom-houaes, post-
offices, land, and other public property of the
United States; to eolleet the duties, imposts,
and taxes wheraver due; to e ute the laws by
enforeing the judgments of Foderal eourts
and the legal orders of all Federal officers, and
to do this by military power wherever the eivil
authority is not strong enough ; these are the
coercive powers bestowed on the general gov-
ernment for its own vreservation; #ad these,
instead of being nbandoned by the Puchanan
Administeation, e most distinetly asderted.

What wae did d wad, the right of the United
Stutes to make war upon o Sfale as o Stale. d
clare all the inhabitants bayond the prot
of law, and put them all to the sword as pul
anamics, for theoretical heresies expres
a few ol them in the [orm of vold ordin i\
Wa thought as Washington, Madison and Jack-
son thought and said on similar oeeasions, that
the force which supported the law ough
directed against the individuals who oppoae
and nol against innocent persons wgw 1
penad to live in the same State,

., The United States, being (within o

ite) n soversign government, to v

ence was due directly from the peap

no notics of Stats lines, and could b

War upon i Stale any more than a Stat:

make war npon & coanty. ‘ithe opnosf

trine, which would interposs the Sinte betwann
the peopla and the Feder overoment, was
the doetring of the secessionists, which we re-
Jeeted as unsound and | irnl,

. It the executive had at that timo opened an
indiscriminate and ag sive waer it would
not only have bean lawl murder, bat it
would, us avery one now can &ee, have apded
in complets disaster, and the cause of the Union
must have uttorly perished.

The Executive function i3 conflned by the
statute book ps well as ‘he eo- etftution, Tha
President copld not. and he sald plainky that e
would not, violate his oath iflen by usnrping
powers which the law withheld from him,  But
Congress could give him all that was peedad,
It did not doso. Onthe oth of January he
in a spacial message, dose
which the Union was : by inaction

Jongreas, and showing the inadequacy
ol his means to control the rising revelntion,
Congress would not vite a man or a Jdallar, nor
in_any way strengthen the Executive hand.
- E[‘tha tmt.et ;mws é‘;t £¢ al and gtmstitul:{r:a]al
nty wera & and ri 12 not opsn tothe
sllgﬁt.esr.dwal?i tf:eept t.heq‘ St%:il{t;tam mhefs

£ Cabin
them, G=n. Cass, Mr’

¥

the W«ﬁﬁw ﬁ“ %
ut 6xpOsItion of 1L wils nets 10
ou:'ﬁ or sailnlit.n

¥ know
hought, erronieons by any me
o

r L O the'lﬂ ¢
coln Adminlstration, adopted 1t in'al] { Em?i
and brendth, o this 44y Do JAwyer of aves
ability has ever fairly unns]!!]um t and then
candidly putin & dissent. It {8 80 manifestly
correct—so simply just and Tight—that all men
agres to it

\ ONE WAY TO EARN A FORRBIGN MISSION.

Buch belng the true slate of the case, as the
record shows, yon assall the Duchanan Admin-
jutrstion with Althy abuse, and charge ME'.
Buchanan himeelf. not only with entertaining
npiniona totally dilferent from those he mtns?ly
held and expressed, bat with criminal nots of
the darkeat dye,

Apart from the palpable falschood of these
accusnations, your attempt to criticise a mi
like Buchanan is nnpardonably umu::m%
uous. Your judgment upon his charaeter or
conduct, evon if honestly expressed, is not
worth a straw. Doubtless ho had his share of
imperfeotions; bat how eould you tell his faults
from his virlues ? You balieve that the franda-
tent alteration of election returms 18 * the exer-
else of 0 wise diseretion ;* yon believe the =
isinna Relorning law to be just and nnnalft -
tional i you beliove it right to quote n ju Ffal
decision for fyrfnrf.lp 2 whir‘fl the cnse do
not eontaini how, theo, can uny moer
ﬂtundmr_l. of i'Foum b tlmlnliud to nlststmi-
min whose 2 was upright, pure, and -
otic? Your faith in, and alfe r?n for, mmp
pot-bag koaves make it a necessity of your
nature to villfy Buchaonn, who was in all thi
their opposite. His intoilectunl as well ps his
moral superiority vuta yoi so widely apack thist

ou enn never know anything whatever about
tm. I do not wish to exsggerate bis m m}-
tude or your litHeness; and T could not
would tey, for no eomparison of mln%cm
seribe the differencs between you ¥
anil & ai %r the .W{!rinruag!ﬂund -hu?

i tho King of the Titans and the dw,

I feet; the builder of the solemn tample and

the fly on ooe of ita columnsg—none o 4

trite aimiles gives an ldes of the Immessurable

distance which separates you from him o=

boly expects the seurvy politician who i)ﬂ& 3

himsell with flxing up lse eleetion returﬁ f
on

to understand the thoughts, matives or,
the lneorruptible m trate, whose walk
tl 1onntain ranges of the law,

Lot us look for nmomont af your method of
supporting the charges you make, and see how
worthy it 1a of you and vour carpet-bag assos
cinlas, In substance, your accosations are that
hosnd his Administeation, being in complieity
willt treason, favorsd the right of the 8 1o
geparats from the Union st pleasure, an ,én
the intercet of the seceding Btares, denled the
power of the goneral government to malntain
ite snthority by foree,  The mesage honestly
auoted proves exacily the reverse. But yom
suppress all that it containg upon those sube
et andl quote certaln sentences relating to a
totally different matter, namely, the right of the
grnoral government to mike aggressive
upon 8 Stite, and all b people thereof, with=
oul regurd to their persomal goilt or innmlkcu.
Bosaune he shows that the constituti )
wisely withheld (i power from both the
P'resident and Congress, you say thit he aban-
doned and deniod the other powers which, in
fagt, Lie asserted nnd claimed in that same
mdssngs, ¥ ;

I do not ask if this be a fair way to d ] ?
wistt whowm death has disarmed of the pdwer of
self-defense, for 1 ﬂu;u}:gmeinuf. in your ayes, it
is sminently proper. You hays uo donbt that
I8 "n wise discretion,” like that of Wells an
Anderson when they Lransposed the ﬂwm&tm
the return  from  Vernon parish, ha
trick, to be sure, ds perfectly {ransparent,
bt your mental ealibre 18 just small sponih to
let you think that even a detected falschood 18
hetter than none,

Mor would I advise you to cease yout
vituperation _of the dead Prosident,  His
mamory 18 intensely hated by many BT~
ful porsons to whom his digaified and virtaous
lite was o congtant reproach. Toslonder b mi?
the surest way to curry favor with them, :
they crn assist you to get a forelgn mission or
somy other offfes for which you are equally un-
fit, Loseno opportunity, (hen, of belog stiper-
servicenbls, Take every oecaslon to load up
much dirt a3 your litlle eart ean CAITY, and,
howeyor far it takes yonout of your way, drive
around and dump it on the grave of Buchanan.
It not disturh his repose, and no doubt it
will Incrense your ehances of promotion very
much,.

PERBONAL,

Tt is always more or less awkwird to speak lg
one'a gell, But you have drogged my individu
life into this diseussion, and falsely accused me
of gross misbehavior, 1shall make my defanse
with as littla epoism a8 the nature of the case
will permit,

ou hava Dorsitl\'?‘l(f averred, published and
proclaimed that I adopted the views of the se-
cessionisty and ontered into a “devilsh enns -
ning” eonspiracy with them to destroy the
Union; that T brought the “necursod Adminigs
tration’' Into this traltorous combination,
prassed the oplnion that each State had a rig
to separate from the Union at pleadnre, and
daclared the goyernment destitute of all power
to preserve itsplf by compelling obadience to lta
laws, with much more to the same affect.

Tothis T opposs my explivit denial. I declarse
that all you say about me in this eonnectlon is
parfectly and entirely false, not only in itd ken -
vral tenor, but in every detall. No act that I
aver did, no line that I ever wrote, noword that
I over apoke can give the slightest supporct to
any one of your eharges. On the contrary, all
my uttorances, public and private, are dismet-
rleally the reverse of this, £

Up to this point I have hesn wi'ling to exeuss

ou on the seors of ineapseity, You eould not
1 pxpected to ses the uneonstitutionality of the
Heturning Board law, or the legal right of the
people to choose their own elactors, or the dis-
hanesty of altering election retarns, or the rule
that frand makes vold whatever it taints by its
touch. Inquoting the Lonisiana conrt to prove
u prineiple which'it did not mention, perlmpﬁ
yon only repeated like a parrot what others 'iral
before, without knowing what it meant, When
you asserted the conclusiveness of the Beturn-
ing Board's action on_ the authority 'of the
atatute and a judicial decislon, you may have
omitted the words “prima [aeié” from rgur
rendering of both, beeanse you thought
conelugire und prima facie were synonymous

1 progablv did not write that part of
your article which most falsely accuses me of
admitting nnd juetiiyiog the murder of Inno-
eent and helpless people by thousands, All
your misstatements upon the Florida
eould he accounted for by your lack of
knowledge, Even your misrepresentation of
Mr. Buehanan might be copsidered the nna-
voidable Munder of & narrow mind struggling
with asubject beyond ite comprehension, But
this slander of me is a different thing, Giving
you eredit for as mueh ignorance as you can
possibly plead, and making all allowanee for
the eurious moral sirabismus with whish you
ars afflicted, still judgment mnst go against
you, that fhere you Lave wilfully broken the
ninth commandment,

MOEE GARBLING,

Munifestly, you sought most diligently for
avlidence to show that I had been opposed ;
the Union, favored secession, and advised
against the right of the government to exeeuie-
its own laws. The furtner you went fn ;gﬁ
seareh. the more proofs you found to contr
tho calumny which you bad predetermined to
uttar, and you found ahsoiutely nothing, for
nothing existed, to sustain it. But, troe 1o the

morality of the Returning Board, you resolved

to imake what you eonld not fiud,  You took my
opinion of Now. 20, 1 and there you saw an
exposition of the sut precisely the opposite
of that which you wished to fmpute to mse.
Then you falsiflad the record, suppressed what
I wetually wrote, and attribo to me senti-
ments which I never entertained or uitered.
Your aceount of the papsr and its eontents is
not only different from, but directly contrary to,
all thal 1s contained in the paper itsell.

This is bad enough, buk that is not the worst
of It. Inorder to give some show of authen-
ticity to your false version of my oplpion yon
pretend to transcribn a paragraph; bat your
transeript Is basely fraudulent. Let any man
take volume 4 of the Attorney (General’s Opin-
ions, look at this one on_page 523, and compare
your pretended copy with the original.  Yom
vick out sentences hére and thers from different

laces, and present them to your roaders ag if

had written them continuously.  What you
strike out is absolutely necessary to & proper
understanding of whut you leavé in. A most
sorious and embariassing diffienlty had been
bronght upon the adminisfratiod by the resig-
nation of all the Federal nificers in Soath Caro-
lina, The President, anxious to parform
whale duty, regaired my advies. Of course I
did not say this was coses belli as against the
Btate, We could not lawfully kill the whola
population because our officers vacated  the
places to which we had appointed them, Mili-
tary foree might ba sent there to aid the eivil
cfflears in executing the laws, but we must. first
have eivii offle 10 be aided. For this I gavn
reasons which any one who reads the opinion
Wwill pereeiva to be entirely satisfactory. Yom
make me talk nonse about it; I seem 1o pro-
paund a questian which I do oot answer; £ de. -
serine 4 dllﬁl':u]ty withoat proposing any relief,
and to draw a coneclugion from no premises,
Having thus deprived the passaze of {ts real
meaning, you aseribe to it & faise one, and
assert that it eonpins sentiments inspired by
“treasonabls allies” of the Adminisiration “in
aid of the great rehatlion,”

In law this is nota forgery. But among men
of average honesty the frandulent alterstion
of a paper to injure another’s charaster passes
for about as shameful and base a l:hingasuug

be done. Let me illuatrats cases which,
etiral, :

need not say, are mersly hy




