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THE BOMBARDHENT 0F FORTS JACK-
! SON AND ST, PHILIP.

#ow Farragui’s Pleet Came Up the River.
BY AN EX-OFFICER O, 8. A,

Fditor Demorral—Seeing in arecent number
of the Philadelphla Weekly Times an account of
the bombardment and passage of Forts Jack-

‘gion and 8t Phillp by the Federal lleet, under
Com. Farragut, in the menth of April, 1862,
written by C. ¥. Hollingsworth, at the tima

" an offloer on one of the United Btates ships, X
. wae reminded of the fact that no cireum-
~ astantial report of that action, from a Confed-
- prate soures, has ever been published, except
nthe official reports of the government ab
Richmond, Having been an officer in Fort

[ackson during the attack of the combined

o of Farragut and Porter, and having

Kept a journal of the events of each day, I
bave thought that an abstract of the same
might prove to ba Interesting to your readers,
The defense of the forts has been to a groat
extent misunderatood and misrepresented,
-and perhsps a “plaln, nnvarnished tale” of
the cirecumeatances attending it moay have the
gffect of disabusing many minds of erroncous
mnd unjust impressions,
e FORT JACKBON
i altuated on the right bank of the Mississip-
pi, seventy-nine miles below New Orleans,
il on the opposite side of the river ls Fort
1B, Philip; on these forts the Confederate au-
* thorities ehiefly depended for the defense of
' the river approach to the city. On these
~ works thers were about 110 guns mounted,
 tnostly of small ealibee, such as thirty-two
~ and forty-four-pounders, with balf a dozen
alght-inch Columblads—altogether too Hght
. to tope with the nine and eleven-inch Dahl-

. gren guns, and thirteen-inch mortars, which | 48

formed the armament of the Foderal flest.
. This fact was fully represented to Seeretary
Benjamin early in the year 1462, and the ab-
© - molute necessity of furnishing the forls with
heavier guns was repeatedly and strongly
“wrged upon him, but he turned a deaf car to
all importunities, whether made by the mili-
tary suthoritles here or by commitfees of our
" gitizens, asserting with great confidence that
{he forts, In the conditlon they were in, could
stop any fleet that might attempt to ascend
the river, Great stress was lald on the fast

~that in 1816 Fort 8t. Philip alone was able to

suceassfully resist the passage of the river by
' the English aquadron; but the War Becretary
did not bear in mind that the British had
~'mone other but eailing vessels, while the Fed-
. eral Qeet then assembled at the head of the
passes conslsted of tweoty-one swift and
powerfully armed steamers, besides twenty-
one mortar vessels, Despairing of obtalning
timely assistanee from the general govern-
maent the Confederate anthorities in Loulsiana,
the Governor of the State, and the eitizens of
New Orleans went heartily to work to prepare,
to the extent of their ability, for the
DEFENSE OF THE OITY.

Money was lavishly subseribed ; eighty ten-
inch Columbinde were ordered te be cast at
the several foundries; s number of steam-
ships and towbosis wers converled into war
stesmers, protected by bulkheads formed of
eotton bales; the construction of two large
iron-alads was commenced. But, unfortu-
nately we had relied too much and too long
upon getting assistance from the governo-

foont, and these preparations could oot be | them

- consummated before the attack commenced.
- The heavy guns were never finished; the
cotton-clad bonts, of which great expecta-
tions had been formed, proved to be no
matches for the Fedoral war steamers, and
were, with two exeeptions, knocked into a
oeocked hat or sot on fire in & few minutes at
the passage of the forta. Of the two iron-
clads, one was not so far completed as to be
armed, while the other was towed to the

forts, where she could only ba used during
the bombardment as a floating battery, anc

then not effectively.
In the month of Febroary
A BAFT
was built extending across the river, some
three hundred yards below Fort Jackson, un-

der the direction of Major Montague; it was |
chained to-|

constructed of logs, strongl {y
gether In sections, each section held in its
place by an anchor, Under ordinary circum-
stanoces this obstruction would have answer
ed the purpose for which it wis constructed,
1o prevent the enemy’s vessels from runnin
mt the forta; but It unfortuoately happene
% the river during this season rose to an
unwonted height, the current was thereby
tly accelerated, and vast quantities ot
rift wood were floated down agalnst the rafr,
which, though every effort was made to re-
lieve it of this Immenss pressure, was swept
from its moorings and earried through the
passes far out to sem. At this polnt woother
obstrustion was soon formed, consisting of a
line of schooners snchored at short ntervals
with bows up stream, and thoroughly chained |
together amidships, a8 well a8 by stem and |
4 . The runulog vigeing, rattlings and
cables were left 1o trail astern of these
achooners, ns an additional hmpediment 10
tangle in the pr(:Eullur wheels of the enemy’s
vesgels, This obetruction alse proved inef-
fectual, as will be seen further on {n this nar-
ralt;lvn la havi b ted by th
ensacola having been evacuate ¢ the
Confederate army under Gen. Bragg, £
GEN. J. K. DUNCAN,
commandiog the coast defenses of this de-
rtment, sent his brother, Major W. P.
uncan, to that plase, with instructions to
take possession of any pieces of hewvy ord-
nance that might be found remalning “there
unap&mprlated. By this means three ten-
inch Colunbinds, three eight-Inch Columbiads,
one torty-two pounder rifle gua and five gea-
coast mortars were obtalued, These, with
one geven-ineh Brook 1ifle gun, horrowed
from the naval authoritles, were the only ad-
ditions made to the arwainent of the forts,

The garrison at Fort Jackson was most un-
comfortably sttuated, the high stage of water |
in the river, and the contioued prevalence of |
cnat.prl¥ g-afea baving caused the water to rise |
in the Tort, eubmerging a eonsiderable por- |
tion of the parade plein and the flors of sev- |
eral of the caseruates to the depth of frem |
ten to fifteen inches. In mounting guns,
E‘:‘ﬂdiﬂg Ew;é;)rs#s lo! u:jxd bagg, :-f;cﬁ the 31{;::.

re worked by reliefe, day and night, and by

the thirteenth of April, everything had been

done, with the limited amount of material at

d, which huwan energy and skill could
accomplish to prepare the forts for
THE 0OMING CONFLICT.

A large number of rafts loaded with fat
pine , Baturated with turpentine and coy-
ered with tar, were bruught down from the
wdty and moored above the forta, for the ém}'-

rift

goeeof being iguited and turned lovse to
own the river amoug the enemy's ships.
There were seven cottin-clad steamers, one
iron ram (the Manas«as) and one sloop-of-war
the McRae) to assist in the defense of the
orts. A reglment of infantry, umder eom-
mand of Col, Bysmanski, was pusted at the
(%ixaruntine Station, and a mu(-fem_v of sharp-
shoopers under Onpt. Wm. G. Mullen, was
stationed at the “Point of Woo'ls,"” two and a
half miles below Juckson, to pick off the offi- |
cers of the enemy’s vessels when they shouid |
come up on reconnoitering expeditons, The |
above comprise the preparations mads to ra- |
sist the passage of the Federal flees up the |

During the last days of March, 1862, Com. l
Farmgut Eept wo or twelve of s light-
draug! |

t steaners at the head of the pusses,
twenty-two miles below the fosts, for th:iﬂur-
of concealing his moverseuts whils he

Pass har, hav to affect aneutrance
g{‘ﬂl? of mﬁrom His fores consietod

venty-three steamers and one sailing
be, whils Com. Porter had tinder him
y-one sch eadh armed with a thir-
teen-ineh mortar, llrgg, Gen, J. K, Dunean,
formerly adistinguished artillery officer of the
United Btates a ﬁ: was in command of both
forta; Lieat. Col. Edward Hiagins, an aceom-
plishéd offioer, late of the Unitad States navy,
was in immediate cominand of Fort Jackson
whils the gpullunt Capt. Squires, of the First
T)O;11|Bin.ull Artillery, had charge of Fort Bt.
Philip.

tw
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APRIL, NINTH.

On this day, while our working parties were
busily engaged in mounting guns and other-
wige strengthening  the defenses; o brisk
eannonading was heard from the direetion of
the passes,  The long roll was sounded and
all went quickly to guarters, The firing
sounding nearcr and nearver, we knew thai
the Federals were in purault of our reconnolt-
arfng steamer, & large, unarmed towboat
called the Star, so we loaded several of the
heavier guns and etobd rendy Yo protect her
and give the enemy's vessels a warm recep-
tion it they should come within range. Ina
short time the Btar was descried steaming
very rapidly round the “Point of Woods,’
mirsued by fwo guoboate, which wete firin

rom their bow chasers as fast as they coul

ba londed. The chase was a very exciting one,
the enemy's ehells bursting above an

around the Star, snd we moementarily ex-
;necta:l 10 sea her struck and disabled, for, be-
ng a hlgh-pressare boat, her machinery and
botlers were all on deck and unprotected; but
the old eraft kept on her eourse, and soom
jf[gu&ld o palo mluge under the guns of the

e
The two pursuing gunboals had the temer-
iti: to vome within range of our heaviest guns
which soon made it too warm for them, an
thay disappeared behind the point. This wes
Farragut's fivst reconnoissance,

APRIL TENTH,

To-day the raft of schooners extending
across the river was badly damgﬁd by the
pravaili high winds, which THAZH Was
reatly Increased several “fire rafts’”
resking loose from their moorings and drift-
ing againdt it, parting the chain cables snd
scattering several of the schoomers. This
was regarded as a £ e&lamlt{bfor wo had
ended u this ralt to be the means of
detalning the enemy's shipa under our fire
long enough to geriously damage them.
othing of interest occurred untll the thir-
teenth. In the mebntime the garrison was
buslly engaged in strengthening the defenses

as much as possible,

APRIL THIRTHENTH.

During this day the Federal gunbonts came
in sight at frequent intervals to make ebser-
vaticns. They would show themselves alm_ily
or in pairs, keeping closs to the epposite
shore; they would throw s few shells at Fort
Jackson, to which we would respond, when
they would retire. Our sharpshouters at the
point annoyed them considerably, but could
not effect as much as was expected of thermn,
owing to the high water in the swampsa pre-
venting them from obtaining good positions—
the men being, in most cages, up to their
walste in water. The Federsls were mueh ex-
asperated by the whistling of *“Rebel” minnies
ahout their heads, 8o they hauled off to & safe
distance, and sf‘ltefulf}' shelled the wouds
which contained the blood-thirsty sharpshoots
ors, doing, however, no other damage than to
tear and mutilate the gigantic live oaks
which there abounded,

APRIL FOURTEENTH.

Finding that the sharpshooters at the point
would greatly annoy him while placing his
ehip and mortar vessels In position, the eremy
determined to dislodge them; so e brought
uP several of bhis gunboats and passed most
of the day in pouring into the woods a furious
storm of grape, canister and spherical case.
He finally succeeded in driving the sharp-
shooters out. They were brought to the fort,
and, their services not being needed at any
other point, most of them were sent up to the
eity, to thelr great joy and relief. Thesemen
wers amateur rifls shots from New Orleans—
merchants, lawyers, doctors, ete.—who came
down here with exalted ldeas of their skill
and prowess with the rifle; they were unused
to privations and bardships, and their four
days' sojourn in the swamp made many of

gick, and all of them disgusted with
that kind of eervice, When they returned
they were in a Eltlabl') plight; many had lost
thelr shoes in 1

seemed to be considerably cooled by their ex-
petience by “Hood and field.”
ATRIL FIFTEENTH,

The excitement inereases as the movements
of the enemy show that the day of trial and
conflict draws near. The hostile ships all
came out of the passes into the river, and ex-

o tenacious mud, their clothes |
were soiled and torn, and their warliks ardor |

ﬁn " ﬂg:& niot, A8 We B 'u:m
B 3 :
30, from " Qlctates of ha ity, but to
glve thoir gunners a resting spell. By actual
eount the number of shells thrown at Fort
Jackson during this day was 2957, most of
which fell wil,ﬁln the works, caus| much
damage and disabling  several the bost
ung. The casuaities wore unexpectedly fow
ﬁ\ number—one man killed and elaven
wounded, This was owing to the fact that
all the men who were not mm at the fow
heavy guns that were being used, were kopt
under gover in the casemales, (en. Duncan
impreaged upon the bpaval officer havin
charge of the fire rafts the necessity of send-
ing them down daring the night to dlaperse
the mortar flotilla; several efforta were mada
to do this, but owing to mismanagement the
rafls drifted harmlesaly ashore near the forta,

At 6 o'eloek in the morning of the nine-

teenth, Porter's
HUGE MORTARS

recommeneed their hoarse barking, ralning
down on the old fort during the nnﬁn, con-
stand storm of great shells, each welghing 225
mnds,  Eyer and anon an sdventurous gun-
b would poke her nose out faom behind the
polut and let fly a few shells, but she could
not stand the racket of our Columbisds and
the Brook gun longer thana few minutes,
and ahe wouid disappear, Oune of theae sancy
arafts was badly erippled by our fire, and had
{0 ba towed to a place of safety, This vessel,
we afterwards learned, wid the sloop-of-war
Onelds, @ shot from the Brook gun orashing
thwugi] her bulwarks and deck and oub
through her opposite side, the splinters that
flaw around wounding seven men.

The enemy's mortar practice was terriby
aceurnte; and 1t was sad to witness the dam-
age done to the old fort, the terre gia‘[n,
E&,Smlﬂ plein, parapets and platforms eiug

Iy entup. ‘The walls of this fort—bul
more than thirty gmm ago—were not con-
structed to resist the Impact of shot larger
than thirty-twe or forty-four pounds; couse-
auently several of the enemy’s Elhullai falilng
from a very high elevation, penetrated joto
the casemates,  One ehell plerced the wall of
ashell room, faliing smong a large collection
of fixed smmupition; If it bad exploded it
woulid have tumbled the whole fort about our
ears, and brought the sisge to n premature
coneluslon,
00M. PORTER,

knowing the exaet position of our two maga-
#ines, bestows upon them much of his atten-
tion., The wall of one of these was seriously
cracked notwithatanding the thick covering
of sand bags which had been placed over it,
and the danger of an explosion of our am-
munition seemed to be at one time very im-
minent, By this day's bomb ent one
ten-ineh and one eight-inch Columbiad, one
th]rtt}é::wu and one twenty-fonr pounder, and
onea -inch siege mortar in the main work
wera disabled; also two rifled thirty-two-
gamndam in the water battery were distount-

THE FEU INFEENAL

of Porter's mortars was kept up furiousiy
and continuousty through the night.
APRIL TWENTIETH.

Notwithatan the rain and high wind,
the bombardment was constant during the
day. Betwesn 11 and 12 o'clock at pight a
gunboat stols gentl z up the river, under cover
of the jotense darkness, and aftempted to
drag off the few schoovers remalning In the
river near the fort, the remoant of our raft,
it succreded In disengaging one of them,
when, belng discovered, the guns of the fort
opened upon it, driving the venturesome
bont back to the fleet in hot haste. While
this was going (n the mortar firlng was unu-
sually heavy, the ensemy using time fuses,
and bursting their ehells above the fort, the
fragments falling in every directien. This
was done to drive our men away from the
barbette guns, but our brave fellows stood at
thelr posts with wowavering fidelity. The
partial euccess of this bold excur<ion on the

art of the enemy was agcribable to the neg-
pet of the naval authoritivs to send down fire
rafta to Eeep the river lghted up, as they had
been urgently requestec to do, 1 will atate,

in justification of Gen, Duncan, that the eon-
| tru} wnd direction of these rafte had been ta-
i ken from him by order of Gen. Lovell, and
| placed i the hands of the sesior naval officer
of our mosguito fleet, During the whole
night the bombardment was kept up with un-
abated rapldity,

APRIL TWENTY-FIRST.

Firing continued all day and night. Five
of our guns were dlsabled, and several men
were wounded, By this time Fort Jackson
presented o dilapidated apgeamnm‘savem
of the casemates were crushed in and a num-
ber of the guns had been rendered unservice-
able, many large cracks had been miggle in
the malo walls, and the sand traveraes
over the magnzines were seriously damaged. i
In fact the fort needed extensive and imme-}

1

i tended from the point to the head of the
asses, Farly on the morning of the siz-
<1ith three of the gunboats opened on Fort
Jackson; some of our guns reaponded and
soon made it too hot for the Feda, who retired,
Several times during the day this manowvre
wia repented, and In the afterncon, under
cover of a heavy fire, two mortar vessels were
brought out into the stream, within plain
sight of our guoners, but barely within TRIEH
of the largesl guns. Thesa saucy schooners
contioued to throw their ponderous globes of
iron at Fort Jackson for nearly two hours,
when some of our shells falling in dapgerous
proximity to thim, they rejoined the fleet,
In this little encounter the nferior quality
of our amumnition was very apparent, our |

range of the zuns.

During tha day Com. Porter was busily sn-
gaged in placing his mortar Aotilla in posi-
ton. Tha sahooners were placed elose aguinst
the right bank of Lhe river, behind the wooda
and their wasts were covered with leaves an
Bm:]ghs to prevent cur discovering their loca-

o1,

7. in the morning of the seventeenth,
before daylight, n. fire raft was sucressfully
sent down the river; it delfted right smong
the Fedoral fleet, and produced & great, com-
motlon, aud it was with the greatest difficulty
the Feds prevented their mortar vessels from
catehing fire. The result of this experiment
showed that these tafts, it they had been
skillfully hancled during the bombardment,
would have proved exceedingly aunoying, if
not destructive to the cnemy, '

BOMBARDMENT COMMENCED,

On April 18 (Good Friday}, at 8 ¢’'clock a. m.,
the distant booming of a heavy gun told us
that the long-expected bombardoient had
commenced. The first mortar shell fall within
Fort Jackson—a striking proof of the skill of
the Federel gunners, and of the accuracy of
the calculations of #he United States engin- |
eerd. Bhell followed shell 1o rapid succession,
falling within the fort with almost invariable
certainty. When thege ponderous missiles fell
on the ramparts or the parade plain they
sunk into the earth a distange of six or eight
fect, and exploding would tear a hole in the
earth large mou% to admit a'barrel; when |
they struck the briekwork of the fort the |
eracking noise produced was almoat stunning |
In its effect, and the bricks and mortar woul
fly in all directions, Isaw a poor fellow, who
had narrowly eseaped from being erushed by
afeliing shell, runping away from the place,
laughing in great glee: but bfore guing ten
paces the shell axp oded, throw ng fragments
of brick in all directions, one of which struck
the man io the back, kflling him instantly,
Thia occurred about 10 o'clock a. m., and was
the first casnalty, in the fort.

The officers’ quarters in the two rear bas-
tlons were fired and consumed, our boys
losing their clothes and bedding. Durlng t.ﬁe
whole day the mortar fire was most rapid
and furivus, the enemy directing his atten-
ton solely to dackson. In addition to the
vertical fire from twenty-one thirteen-inch
mortars, we were subhjected to the horizontal
tirlng from the Parrot guns of Farragut's
fleet, The fort returned this fire with vigor,
though most of our shots fell short, owing to
the misgerable quality of our powder, and one
mortar beat and one gunboat were disabled,

THE CITADEL
was badly battered, and was set on fire and
extinguished several times during the day
but at durk the flames resisted the utmost
effurts to subdur them, and this portion of
the fort was eptirely consumed. The heat of
the tire was 8o iutense that the mag.zioes
and shell rooms were in great danger; the
whole garrison were turned out; wet blankets
were placed over the interior walls; a fire
engine, which had beem brought from the

powder not being strong enough to prevent |
our ghells from falling short gt theppmpe:r'

diate repairs. Buch being the condition of
affairs, we were greatly rejolced to hear of
the arrival durlng the night of the ironclad

STEAMPR LOUISIANA,
under the eover of whoss powerful battery we
expected to put thiogs In urder again, Bhe
WAS &1 in an armer of railread iron
three inches In thickoess, had sloping sides
with two wheels amidships and concealed
from view, while her armament consisted of
sixteen guns of hcav; callbre, some of them
being riflod ones of the famous  Brook
patent—altogether n formidable vessel,

APRIL TWENTY-HECOND.

No cessation or slacking of the enemy's
fire, and their huge shells wera hurled into
the fort: with remarkable precision. The
Feds usdid the Alger water-tight luse and
rarely did a shell fall to explode, 3
Whiefs fell into the water of the moat would
buwy themselves far down into the' soft;
wiuddy bottom, and burst so viclently as to
shuke the fiundations of the fort. ~ Many
aligntors were killed by these bombs, Capt.

K. Mitchell, of the Louisiana, assumed:
eommand of everything aflont. Gen, Dunean
had an imterview” with Him, and wes greatly
diSaDEuluted to learn that the motive power
of the Louislans was incomplete, and
that there was mno probability of her
being resdy to move for several days, |
This  information was & serfous
blow t'q our hopes of relief from that quar-
ter.  The fact being established that the
Louisiane could not within a reasonable time

used for aggressive purposes, Gen Dun-
can urged hor commander to place her a few
vards below the ralt on the Br. Phillp side,
immediately uuder the guns of buth forts, in
which position ehe coulidl rake, sod perbaps
disperse the mortar fleet, and thereby afford
us time to make necessary repairs, T';')e- Gen-
arul most earnesily” urged this upon the
captain, nmurlu;i him that if such rellef was
not extended all of his heavy guns would
probably roon ba disabled, so that when the
enemy’s flvet should attempt to engage the
fort at close quarters, or to dash past it, the
chances of a sucoessful resistance would be
materially diminished. But

CAPT. MITCHELL

resisted these importunities and positively
declined to remove his vessel to the desig-
nated spot, He wished to remain where Ea
wis, iuat above 8t. Philip, until his vessel
should be completed; declared the Loulsi-
ana, though having her sides well pro-
tected, was not shot-proof against the vertical
fire of mortars, and that it would not be ad-
visable to anchor her below the raft, The
subordinate oificers coneurred with him in
this upimon,

A detachment of 150 picked men was sent |
from Jackson to the Louisiana to work ber|
guns and aet as sharpshooters on board. |
About poon Fort St. Philip open«d tire from
its heaviest goues with the jutention of dis-
lodgiug the mortar boats or drawing their
fire; tut_ they persistently kept pounding
away at Jackson, now and then firing a rifls-
shot at 81, Philip. The guns of the former
were engaged during. the iﬁ' in throwing
shells over the point of woods, with appa-
reatly some effect, as the mortar fire very
perceptibly siacikened towsrd afternoon; at
night, bowever, it beeame turious again.

While standiog with Capt, — on the
ramparts, watching the flashing of the shells
as they mounted far up toward the heavens,
then turned and eame rushing and screaming
toward us, one of them fell vry ciose to
where we were standing; we dodged bebind a
gun carriage and escap- d the iy ing piecss of
iron und bricks that followed the explosion;
but a poor frllow a:andlu; ngar by haid both
legs cut off, and di-d in a fow minutes after,
Hetween 10 and 12 o’clock at night we were
startled by the cry thut magazine No. 2 was

O FIEE.

re was coufined to

Fortunately, when this

eit ,andb t exertd
mg"hp ayed opon them, ua; 4 M‘:'lm exertivn
¥, Wl danger threatened,

The enzins was quick'y bronght out and
the whole garrson mi; Work fu gxtingu.sh

S

ensmy waes aboul

Dunéan of the Im

above with ninef

ance wit

fiying at the fore, bringin
immeiiate surrender of the forts, Comimo-
dore Porter threateping to re-open the boms
hardwent in ease of refusal.
tion was promptly declined, and atnoon the
morlar vessels recommenced their infernal
racket, keeplng up a languid fire untilsunset,
when they i
dowy the river, leaving six gua boats behind,
;l'h»- envmy granted pormission 1o the McHas
with our wounded. Bhe was so tadly ecippled
that she eould be of no servies to us. o

e
sn'a;“mtm duo]{

g fire to and )
the wooden fram k
The sand
made it very
fu imminent danger, for the second time, of
belng blown sky lilgh. Only & wooden door
interposed batw{mp:a the fire’and about twenty
thougand pounds of powder! Fhe men, realiz-
!ni the perils of the situation, went to work
with o will, the bags wargﬁgtﬂekly ramoved,
and & deluge of water poured on the fire, soon
extingulehing it. The doorof the magazine
was found to be considerably cha s 8 fow
minotes of delsy in putting this fire out
would hava proved our destruction,

The shell that caneed all this commotion
etruck in its deseent a member of the St
Mary's Cannoneers, caid to have been a
brother-inlaw of that distingnished inwrcr
of New Urimgﬁ, Eevl Plerce, Esq, crushing
him to pieces and htar-yihﬁ bim out of sight
among the sand bags. Three days after hia
remains wete exbumed, so mangled and dis-
figured that they could not have heen Identi-
fied except by the plecea of eclothing that ad-
hered 0 them. Another soldier atandin
gu&rd on the magasine was 8o terrifled thal

e dropped his gun and accoutrements and
eseaped from fort duriog the confusion.
This man, we afterwards learned,

DESFRTED

to the fmemy and gave much valuable in-

formation coneerning the condition of Jack-

aon, strength of the garrison, ete.

APHIL TWENTY-THIHRD.
Bombardment very heavy during the morn-
ing, but decreased tow, noon.  This oir-
ecumstance was conclusive that the mortar
et was becoming exhansted, nod that the
change his mode of at-
tack,” A short time before sundown o stoall
boat was descrled planting s number of small
flags on the opposite bank of the river, above
the polat of wmﬂe.heﬂaent]y done to indicate
the position of éach ghip in the contemplated
attack on the fort by broadside, This was re-
purted to the commander of our naval forees,
and Capt, Mitchell was reminded by Gen,
tive necessity of keop-
{ngr the river well iightad up during the night
by means of the tire rafts, so that any move-
ment of the enemy’s ships counld readily be
detected, But not one fire barge was ignited
or sent down, and the river remslned velled
in durkness during the whole night,

¢ APRIL TWENTY-FOURTH,

Long before daylight all the guns in Jaok-
aon and 5t ig were manned, the hot shot
urnaces in full blast, powder buckets, shot
and shell placed epposite esch gun, and every
preparation made for

THE CONFLIOT.

The night was intensely dark, not a breath of
wind stivring. At 3 o'cloek a, m, the ditn out-
line of the gahiip Hartford was seen just
above the {aol.nt of woods. fow minutes
after a rod light was run up to her masthead,
the signal to the sgwadron to adva At
this time the firing from the mortar fleet was
carried on with terrific vigor and rapidity, as
many a&s fiften shells ng, actual
count, in the air a$ the same time. Followlng
the Hartford eame the remaining vessels of
Farragut's stenin fleet, advancing in column
of twos 16 echelon, #o as not to interfere with
the fire of each other's broadsidas, As soon a3
they were within range the guns of both forts
opened a well directed, fire on the leading
ships, which was promptly snswered by
broadside after broadside, and the engage-
meant beeame genernd. Unfortunately the air
was g0 still that in a8 very short thoe the
smoke hung so low over the river that the en-
emy's ships wera shut out from view, and
OUr gunuers to direct their flre by the

flashes of their broadsides. AE this time | o

twenty mortar vessels and iwenty-three
steamers—mounting in all about 200" heavy
HUNE—WOro gouring into the forts a perfeet
storm of shot, shell, grape, canolater and
apherieal case; the roar of the artillery was
deafening ; the rushlng sound of the deseend-
lng bombs—the sharp, whistling noise
mide by the jaggmd fragments  of ez-
ploded shells, the whirring of grape-
/ and  hies cannister -

equanimity of the strongest nerved man, Fm-
vided he was not too much engaged to allow
his mind to dwell upon them, which was the
case with all of us ab that time,

A LURTD GLART
of light rested upon the fort, produced by the
incessant discharges of our own guns and
the explogion of the enemy’s shells above
and arcund us,

At one tima, when the din and tumult were
at the highest, Father Nachon, a Catholic
fel;i.ﬁat from the Jesuits’ Church, New Or-

&, & volunteer chaplain of our gartison
ealmly stood on the ramparts an intereste
spectator of the fight. He placed his mounth
to my ear and declared that he did not belisve
the infernal reglons could be mush mwore ter-
rible to the sight than Fort Jackeon at that
time, I will here say that this good man dis-
Bjayed remarkable coolnesa and courage dur-

g the trying acenes of the bombardment;
he apimated the mea by his eloguence and
example, and won the reapeet and love of all
by the unvarying faithfulness with which he
thacharged the duties of his holy offies. In
1867 the grod Father fell a vietim to vellow
aver, in Washiogton, . Whither ha had
gooe to minister to the spiritual wants of the
pillieted ;frw}ale ol that stricken town.

with da iﬁht came the mortifying dis-
eovery that all but five of Farragut's fleet had
run the gauntiet of our fire, and | above
the forta. One gunboat was seen below Bt.
Philip, erippled and fluating down with the

hose | current, her erew Iyiog close to the decks to

escape our shot, A double-banked sailing
frigate, towed by a ateamer, atternpted to
pass u&’ but our guns forced her take
shelter behind the point of wouds,

During this action the officers and men of
both forts displayed marked eooiness and
bravery, steadingtly remaining at their guns
and perh)nnlr:ﬁ' their whele duty Hke true
and patriotic coldiers. It waa the opinion of
many that if the river had been lighted up by
the fire rafts on the first appearance o?ﬁhe
enemny's etibps this morning our gunners could
have fired with more accuracy, and inflicted
greater damage, perbaps bave prevented the
ghmagd of the forts. ‘The Federal vessels had

wir machlnery protected by bheavy ehain
cables hung in festouns along th‘a: sldes
amidships, and running on an even keelin
smooth water, it was almeost impossible to
et a shot into them wnder the water lne.
jut Farragut’s force did not eseape unscathed.
All of his ehipa were struck, several con-
siderably damaged, and the flagship, as re-
ported by her eaptain, receiv thirty-one
shots and was set on tire twice.

i THE FEDERATL LOSs

it aetion, according to official staternen:
was 37 killed and 171 wounded ; the C(m.facﬁ
erates had 16 killed and 60 wounded. Qur
river fidet was moored on either side of the
river, a few hundred yards above tifort, to
be in readiness to attack the ememy if he
should steceed in eoming up, Just after
dp%ht_hea.vy firing was heard from that
direction, eontinaing for about one hour; then
the wrecks of several of our cotton-clad
steamers were seen foati past us; and we
knew that our little fleet had vielded to the
superior welght and number of the enemy.
The McRae, Lovisiana and Deflance alone ez-
caped destruction. The Federals lost one
ehip, the sloop Varuna,

The forts were now, as it were, between two
fires,  Purter was below with his mortars and
ilve or six steamers, while Farragut was

teen mers--not’ a very

Eleasam predicament for us to bep in.

ut the garrisons went to work making re-

Emrs, the f-neml impression being that the
ardest fighting was yvet to come,
APRIL TWENTY-FIFTH.

A gunttl)oat from below made her appear-

A WHITE FLAG
a demand for the

This proposi-

ove up their anchors and sailed

0 P to the citv, uoder flag of truee,

APRIL TWENTT-SEVENTH.
At 12 m. a gunboat from below put in an
aring a written vemand from

-

of the | o

ework th
having fallen the fire, | to Farr
ol {0 bo roncbed,and w6 were =

of
all theg ware well Ealculatﬁd to disturb the | ¢

tiwhich was then untrue), deel
that it would lend to a useless expenditure of
blood to attampt a further defense, and offer-
Ing the most favorable terma to the gartisons
ghould they eapitulate, This demand was
also d our commander declaring his
infantion to dofend Lhe forts to the last,
Throughout the bombsrdment the eonduct
of the rank and file of the garrison of Jngk-
son was admirable; they had proved them-
selves exeollent soldiers—brave in aetion and
obedient to orders, displaying marked energy
and constancy in the performance of their
protracted labors. While under the excite-
ment of actual eonfiiet they had manifested a
cheertul, confident and eénthusiastioc apirit;
but after the eneiny's ships had suceseded in
passing, many beeame desporident and surly,
which was not surprising, when the low mor
status of many of them 1s taken into consid-
eration. Gen. Duncan attempted to arouse
their Hagaing zeal by issulng a splelted and
encouraging address,
ate in the day a laundress attashed to one
of the eompanies, who had been sent to the
quarantine station just before the bombard-
ment, returned to the fort, and though not
permitted to come on shore, managed to in-
form eme of our pickets that the city had
positively surrendered,  This 1ulﬁll?§:&_mm
spread quickly through the garrison, pro-
ducing s most dispiriting effect among the
men, Shortly belore miduight, st
A GIVEN BIGNAL,

the men fell into line on the parade plein
under the command of their sergeants, They
were ordered by thelr commissloned officors
to go to their quarters, which they Itiveiy
refused to do, aring their determinstion to
fight no hnf:r' In explanation of thelr eon-
duct they stated that Gen, Duncan and
gains lind declared fhat they wonld fght
the forts fo the last; that the eity had capit-
ulated; that the enemy were about to attack
y land snd water, and that a farther de-
e would resnlt only in a butehery, Every
possible effort was made by the offloers to in-
duce these men to return toduty ; foree could
not be used, for thers were only thirty-seven
while the mutieers numbered sbout
400, The 8. Mary’s Cannoneers, who were
layal to the core, were quartered outside the
fort. Thatthey might not come to the asais-
tance of the offlcers, tho mutineers had raised
the deawbrldge and placed a strong gusrd at
the sally-port, thus cutting off all communl-
eation with those in the fort, A strong party
wetit on the ram and spiked the pfum
that bore up the river, to prevent the officers
im-iu firing ugfm them after they had laft the
ork.

Bome
THE MUTINEERS
were ab lnet ‘pm\miiﬁd upon to return to duty,
but not uakil they werp nssured that théir
mufinous comrades should be permitted to
leave wamolested.  Accordingly about 550
men, with arms in their hands, marched out
and pr up the river; among these
were men from every compainy, except the
Cannoneers, many of whom had befors dis-
tmmiahe-d themselves for cool bravery and
strict ndberenee to duty. It goon becams a
t but little reliance could be placed
e amall menta that remained. Ons
company, the Cannoneers, continued intact,
put they had been drilled in lght artillery
ractice, and knew nothing about the work-
ng of heavy guos,

Buch being the condition of affaire, it was
the unanimous opinion of the offlcera that
there was no other eourse left to pursue but

T SURRENDER,
On - the twm;t.yveifhth of April, at an
early hour, a ilag of truce was sent down
e fleet to convey a written offer to sus-
render, under the terms tendered by Com,
Porter on the ﬁmvicms day. Soon alterward
the flagship Harriet Lane, sccompanied by
four %mnmf.a. steamed up to Jackson, and
Gen, Dunean and Col, Hig{.rvinn paired on
borrd to open negotistions, While these wers
pending, the iron-clad steamer Lonisinna was
set on fire by her officers: her guns, which
protruded from the portholes, went off &t
random, belug dl&nharged aa the fire reached
few minutes later a deafening report
was , Blid & buge eolumn of white smoke
¥ af seen sacendiog far up toward the heavens ;
fragments of wood and bars of fron wers
threwn in all dircetions; some of them falling
in Bf. Philip Kkilled one and wounded three
men, A la.ri;e piecs of iron struck a tent in
which wag lvi . Molntosh, the eom-
mander of the
g—mtely wounded in the action of the twenty-
urth, but, fortunately, that gallant officer
escaped further injary,

The terma of surrender were soon agreed
upon. The garrisons were paroled, the offi-
cers wers to retain their eide-armea and have
their private property respected, and Com.

notto holat the United

Porter vel‘bnilg
Btates flag until the Confederate officers had
eparted, The surrender, which was then
formally completed, was a aad spectacte, and
ealy from the eyes of men who
never had flinghed during all the trying
seenes of one of the severvat bombardments
of modern times, In the afternoon we em-
{Js.rked on board the gunboaie for New Or-
ans
From the morning of the eighteenth to the
evening of the twenty-third of April over
12,000 mortar shells were thrown at Jackson,
of which 5720 fell within the confines of the

fort.
— e —
OUACHITA,

Crop Prospects—Plenty of Frult—A Néw
Ralirond Enterprise.
[Correspondencs of the Demoorat.)

Moxrow, La., Fune 20, 1878,

I read your valuable paper a great deal, and
have not seen anything about the crops in
this sectlon, so I thought I would attempt to
write you something about our country, its
aerops, ete. We have a beaotitul level eoun-
try, which cantot be excelled In fertility and
productiveness of soil. The lands are mostly
alluvial being intersected by magnificent water
eourses. They abound in myriads of Hah, which,
peing very palatable, affurd s delicate repast
fur the people, who eagerly try to cateh them
in every eonerivable way. We have very
f:tgord] facilities for transpurtation. The Ouach-

ver glves ub river eowrmunieation, while
the Vicksburg, Sbreveport and Texas Rall-
road, terminating st this place, gives vent to
communication by rall.

he crops were never better; corn is in full
tassel and bloomdng in' the ear, eotton s of a
luxuriant growth and 18 doing well. We have

hem. A

{1 | talkiog about thel

ﬁubzgﬁtm,wm bad teen dea- | Dat

ST. LOUIS NEWS

| THE MILITARY FEVER-YOUNS

IN CANMP AT THE FALR
GROUNDS,

A New Clock System—Hedncing the §
ries of City Officials—Sociniisty, P
hibitioniste, Matlonailsts, Ere,

[Hpecial Correspondence of the Demoorst,

g1, Lovs, June 20, 1878

Bt. Laouls had \

A BEVERE ATTACK OF THE MILTTIA FEVER

lnstweek. Eight companies of the Polica

serve force were encamped at the F

Grounds from Thuraday to Sunday e

The object was to glve them a little

rienco in eamp lfe, 'The companias are:

up almost wholly of young men oe

searcely out of their teens, and vors fon

them ever saw any fighting or did soy
dlering of any kind before. They ware

jected In & measurs to the discipline of &
life, but had better fare, of course, than

usund army rations. The Falir Grounds v

open all day to visitors, and the camp &

portion of the day. Friday evening

A GRAND MILITARY BALE

was glven by four of the compandes,

the following evening the remaining

panies entertalned their lady friends v

promienade concert. Saturday afternoon

Reserves were visited by the National G

{four companies of State militia), the

battery and the Kirkwood cavalry. T

tors wers presented with a stand of e

a committee of citizens, the p

speech being made by Mr. Samuel Cuppl

wholegale woodenware merchant, and the

sponse in behalf of the soldiers was msde |

Mr. Robert 8. Voorhies, an attorney.

the presentation the entire milits foroe;

and city, was reviewed by Gov. P

his staff and a number of cily offieials,

and after the review the citlzend were
tained with a sham battle, in which
fantry and artillery engaged. Elgh
thousand people from the city—nearly ha
them ladles—witnessed the manosvres.
day afternoon religious services were

the grounds, and Sunday evening the

broke up, and the boys veturned o
homes, S
THE MOVEMPNTS OF THE SOCTATIEES
here do'not atbract as much attention
}h?gmdld a fow wwkm . They ¢

1e) g M.mlsﬂ oW F OTE W
dozen or more wards of the cty, and
thism are known to be driliing with

the news
them, and

a 16,
rt,el,a].!gm gjsvg stated time and
ryiewe ¥ new! a2l {
did not intenid 10 ﬁ?:uﬁm&,tgoﬂ
in the city this summer, and th
not use their arms tuoless an abt
mads to break up their meetings,
what their t‘Pjsm; are, if any, is not
the publie at large, bt at presentt)
wvery little prospeet of a repetl
gmmr’s riot tm.  from ¥
| BOWeEVET, eVery & may be oha v
‘eral ptrike in ancther cily may m
8t. Louls,
HEN. BONNEVILLE,
the oldest officer in the United 8
wis buried at Bellefontalng
Bunday, The funeral esrmon was
er. Gleason, at 8t dohe
and the romains of the
owed to the grave by a
of old residents of thecity.  Altho
here, (ven. Bonneville called B,
home. He was in his slghty-nin
bad been In eontinual service
mince his graduation at West Polat
THE ELBCTRIC AYSTEM OF RUN
s been introduced into 8¢, |
have been put up, both con
astronomical gbaervatory
Uoiversity, whera the
obgervations are

n a

1y

BGCOT 3 2

the lines 18 the i
clock, exeept that it has no sp
lum. The elocka are run by ¢
rent being sent over the wires

regulaicr. Thess clocks have §
in the Court-house, City
Union Drepot, Iron Mountain
pot, Publie Behotl Superintes
msciu school, nearly all the ra
saveral banks, the Merchants’
American Fxpress Compapy’s
muwher of stores, salooos and
Louis 1a the first city in Americn
eloctric el okt s yotemn, though i e
I am told, in a great many cities |
The City Councll has

THE SBALARY REDUCTION BIGE

still under consideration. Action
taken as yot upon ouly a few w
hardly any of them are left as re
by the retrenchment com rittes,
mente to the bill, as acted ufun B
Couneil, reducs the salary of the

5000 to o year, that of the
from $4000 to $3600, that of the &
$0500 o $3000, that of the '
$4000 to 83500. The salaries of the
tied of the different departments
$2000 and the salarles of the eh
1500, Reductions are made In
of pearly all the clerks in the d
acted upon.

The school board has alse harke
cry of tha ‘publk: for retrenchment
ing the salaries of the principals
slstants and tirst assletaots, of all
achoula of the city and of mowt of
assistants. The salaries of 1hind)
in the digtrict schools were Ieft as
but the salaries of all the ass
high and normal schovis ware %
prineipals of the high and nor "
will horeafter receive from $2400 4
year, and their assistants, divided |
schoul grades and twentv-four

630 10 81950 a year. The p P
district sehools ‘will get from $600 &
i_ear. and their assistants from 2400

he sularies of all the janitors of
buildings were also slightly reduced,

had sufficient rain, The fruit crop is & eplen-
did one; plums have ripened an Ig
awWay, and ere manﬂ' dars large lnscious ap-
&l‘? and peaches wiil be in full blast—wreat to

enjoyment of many juveniles, who ara
clamorous to penetrate the succulent orbs
with thefr teeth.

A raifiroad project i8 in consideration; &
projéct to eonsiruct a railroad Getwesn bhis
pointand Pine Biuff, Ark. The scheme is in
the hands of sotee veryenergetic and opulent
Ex-nﬂpmem Bhould [& prove to be a suceess,

115 gection of our State will be tly ben-

Bﬁl,edap a & m of ants will
doubtless float into our 1

nidst.
Reapectiully submitted, E.L.W.
el G e

Tug Newest Tuiwas Ovr—Are always to be
found at the very popular estabiisbment of
Messre, bk H., Adams & Bro. 04 Magazine
strect. It always aflords ua
mend this Fourth Disirict dry goods hons:- to
our lady frf nds, for those of them who deal
there aras uoaniwous in thelr expressl .ns of
pra‘és and satisiaction, [+r there is no place in
the city whers more attention is pald to the
comfort and wants of cuostomers. he tact
and exporienice of these gentlemoen in display-
ing thelr slegani goods, which fill the shelves
to overflowing, have msdn thelr store a great
a'traction and an oroament to that part of New
Orisans. Bee tueir card published eisewhers,

Rew Liver Burts anp DusteRs —Messrs. M,
L. Byrne & Co., 163 Czpal street, «1il open on
M ‘uday a b sotiful assortment of linen lawns,
organdies, jaconets, ete. Their commodions
and povul restabiishment i3 b ing filed to re-
pletion with the muat el-wsnt goods that the
taste and judgment of the experinged pro-

tor enn sugerst who ls ar the North 8 the
prEsent timelunkinﬁ out for the latest stylea
uud Instiions, They bave just reevived & ruperh
a=agriment of ilpen swits fur jadies, many of
which are belog securel for traveiing purpc-

I.B Waiker, D. D. 8., No, 151 Oanal street.

Tha delightfal_hotrl st Polut O
e £ 12 tho mowt deliehitar

remdy for yisitors,
“watering place In the

THE PROHIBITIONISTS OF M1
held a Btate Convention in St.
week, and adopted a platforo s
ioumvd_ without nomipatitg &

Ei;.s the:ﬁﬁlut:mtl;_-ﬁn mmnm

uther political parties have

nations, snd to make up thelr

different ones alrendy in the feid,

vention last week was attended by

of " minded” women, and &

fo insart-a female suﬂ'mgepi in

form failed of adoption by ouly & tie

THE FATIONAL PARTY -

and the Gresmback party of the Siate ar

ﬂ)kilnﬂ a agvent{l&:‘ tagﬂ:;hﬁer g
0. & parties, althougn di

are substantially th

lansiira to réecome- T

torney.
pumber of pamphl® y
rency, and is the recognized leader
greesback men throughout Missouri
juining States, He ia tryin,
unite ail the members the
party and the Labor Union.
with the men of his own :
hopes, also, to eatch the vots
large part of the Workingnen's p
leaders of which are all Sociallsta
of these parties, and the Demoer 1
publican pariies, (her will probably bec
eral State tick-ts In the fleid this
eertainly four or five candidates for O

in each of the St. Louls distrits. The
oeratie Legislature has had this porg
the State redistricted, 50 48 fo make eag
triet Demoeratic by two or threa G
majority, aod there Is hardiy a pe

the Detuperatic [part_v lo=ing either
fistricts this fall, even if all the
p‘f“sw s%%imm &g'rmn“glm m.
of three alid, thres :
ocrats will represent 836 Louis o the




