
ANNALS OF TBIE WAR.
'T13 B3OMBARDMENT OF PORTS JACK-

ION AND ST. PHILIP.

Lew Parragut's Fleet Came Up the River.

BY AN EX-OFFICER C?. S. A.

,ditor Dnorcrat-Seeing in a recent number
•of the Philadelphia Weekly Times an account of
the bombardment and passageof Forts Jack-

*son and St. Philip by the Federal fleet, under
Com. Farragut, in the month of April, 1862,
written by C. F. 1 ollingsworth, at the time
in officer on one of the United States ships, I
was reminded of the fact that no circum-
stantial report of that action, from a Confed-
erate source, has ever been published, except
'a the official reports of the government at

lechmond. Having been an officer in Fort
Ssaokson during the attack of the combined
fleets of Farragut and Porter, and having
kept a journal of the events of each day, I
have thought that an abstract of the same
might prove to be interesting to your readers.
The defense of the forts has been to a great
extent misunderstood and misrepresented,
and perhaps a "plain, unvarmshed tale" of
the circumstances attending it may have the
effect of disabusing many minds of erroneous
and unjust impressions.

FORT JACKSON

is situated on the right bank of the Mississip-
pi, seventy-nine miles below New Orleans,
and on the opposite side of the river is Fort
St. Philip; on these forts the Confederate au-
thorities chiefly depended for the defense of
the river approach to the cit . On these
works there were about 110 guns mounted,
mostly of small calibre, such as thirty-two
and forty-four-pounders, with half a dozen
eight-inch Columbiads--altogether too light
to cope with the nine and eleven-inch Dahl-
gren guns, and thirteen-inch mortars, which
formed the armament of the Federal fleet.
This fact was fully represented to Secretary
Benjamin early in the year 1862, and the ab-
solute necessity of furnishing the forts with
heavier guns was repeatedly and strongly
urged upon him, but he turned a deaf ear to
all importunities, whether made by the mill-

* tary authorities here or by committees of our
citizens, asserting with great confidence that
the forts, in the condition they were in, could
stop any fleet that might attempt to ascend
the river. Great stress was laid on the fa3t
that in 1815 Fort St. Philip alone was able to
succeesfully resist the passage of the river by
the English squadron; but the War Secretary
did not bear in mind that the British had
none other but sailing vessels, while the Fed-
eral fleet then assembled at the head of the
passes consisted of twenty-one swift and
powerfully armed steamers, besides twenty-
one mortar vessels. Despairing of obtaining
timely assistance from the general govern-
ment the Confederate authorities in Louisiana,
the Governor of the State, and the citizens of
New Orleans went heartily to work to prepare,
to the extent of their ability, for the

DEFENSE OF THE CITY.

Money was lavishly subscritbed ; eighty ten-
inch Columblads were ordered to be cast at
the several foundries; a number of steam-
ships and towboats were converted into war
steamers, protected by bulkheads formed of
cotton bales; the construction of two large
iron-clads was commenced. But, unfortu-
nately we had relied too much and too long
upon getting assistance from the govern-
3nent, and these preparations could rot be
consummated before the attack commenced.
The heavy guns were never finished; the
cotton-clad boats, of which great expecta-
tions had been formed, proved to be no
matches for the Federal war steamers, and
were, with two exceptions, knocked into a
cocked hat or set on fire in a few minutes at
the passage of the forts. Of the two iron-
clads, one was not so far completed as to be
armed, while the other was towed to the
forte, where she could only be used during
the bombardment as a floating battery, and
then not effectively.

In the month of February
A RAFT

was built extending across the river, some
three hundred yards below Fort Jackson, un
der the direction of Major Montague; it wa
constructed of logs, strongly chained to
gether in sections, each section held in ip
place by an anchor. Undr ordinary circum-
stances this obstruction would have answer
ed the purpose for which it was constructed
to prevent the enemy's vessels from running
past the forte; but it unfortunately heippeueir
tha

t 
the river during this setason rose to at

unwonted height, the current was thereby
greatly accelerated and vast quantities of
drift wood were floated down against the raft,
which, though evetry effort was made to re
lieve it of this immense pressure, was swept
from its moorings and carried through the
passes far out to sea. At this point another
obstruction was soon formed, consisting or a
line of schooners anch' red at short intervals
with bows up stream, and thoroughly chained
together amidships, as well as by stem and
stern. The runding rigging, rattlings arid
cables were left to trail astern of these
schooners, as an additional impediment to
tangle in the propeller wheels of the enemy's
vessels. This obstruction also proved inef-
fectual, as will be seen further on in this nar-
rative.

Pensacola having been evacuated by the
Confederate army under Gen. Bragg,

GEN. J. K. DUNCAN,
commanding the e)ast defenses of this de-
partment, sent his brot her, Major W. P.
Duncan, to that pine', with instructions to
take possession of any pieces of heavy ord-
nance that might be found remaining there
unappropriated. By this mieans three ten-
inch Colunmbiads, th ree elaht-inch Columblads,
one torty-two pounder rifle gun and five sea-
coast mortars were obtained. These, with
one seven-inch Brook rifle gun, borrowed
from the naval authorities, were the only ad-
ditions made to the arma;nent of the forts.

The garrisin at Fort Jackson was most un-
comfortably situated, the high stage of water
in the river and the continued prevalence of
easterly gales having caused the water to rise
in the fort, submerging a considerable por-
tion of the parade plein and the fl ors of sev-
eral of the casemates to the depth of frcm
ten to fifteen inches. In mounting guns,
building traverses of sand bags, etc., the men
were worked by reliefs, day and night, and by
the thirteenth of April, everything had been
done, with the limited amount of material at
hand, which human energy and skill could
accompllsh to prepare the forts for

THB COMING CONFLICT.
A large number of rafts loaded with fat

pine wood, saturated with turpentine and cov-
ered with tar, were brought down from the
city and moored above the forts, for the pur-
pose of being ignited and turned loose to drift
down the river among the enemy's ships.
There were seven cotta n-clad steamers, one
iron ram (the Manassas) and one sloop-of-war
ithe McRae) to assist in the defense of the
orts. A regiment of infantry, under com-

mand of Col. Sysmanski, was prsted at the
Quarantine Station, and a company of sharp-
shoopers under Capt. Wm. G. Mullen, was
stationed at the "Point of Woo, s," two and a
half miles below Jackson to pick off the offi-
cers of the enemy's vessels when they should
come up on reconnoitering expeditions. The
above compriae the preparations mrrade to r--
sist the passage of the Federal fleet up the
river.

During the last days of March, 1862, Com.
Farragut k"-pt ten or twelve tof his light-
draught steamers at the head of thie passes,
twenty-two miles below the for t, for the pur-
Pose of concealing his movements while he

trot a ss ehps over Soathwest
Pase bar, aig f to effect an entrance
by way of Pass.a-l'Outre. His forceconsistod
of twenty-three steamers and one sailing
frigate, whilp Com. Porter had, under him
twenty-one schooners, each armed with a thir-
teen-inch mortar. Brig. (Gen. J. K. Duncan,
formerly a distinguished artillery offeer of the
United States arny, was in command of both
forts; Lieut. Col. 1iward Higgins, an accom-
plished officer, late of the United States navy,
was in immediate command of Fort Jackson
while the gallant Capt. Squires, of the First
Louisiana Artillery, had charge of Fort St.
Philip.

APRIL NINTH.

On this day, while our working parties were
busily engaged in mounting guns and other-
wise strengthening the defenses, a brisk
cannonading was heard from the direction of
the passes. The long roll was sounded and
all went quickly to quarters. The firing
sounding nearer and nearer, we knew that
the Federals were in pursuit of our reconnoit-
ering steamer, a large, unarmed towboat
called the Star, so we loaded several of the
heavier guns and stnod reiff to protect her
and give the enemy's vessels a warm recep-
tion if they should come within range. In a
short time the Star was descried steaming
very rapidly round the "Point of Woods."
pursued by two gunboats, which were firing
from their bow chasers as fast as they could
be loaded. The chase was a very exciting one,
the enemy's shells bursting above and
around the Star, and we momentarily ex-
pected to see her struck and disabled, for, be-
ing a high-pressure boat, her machinery and
boilers were all on deck and unprotected; but
the old craft kept on her course, and soon
found a safe refuge under the guns of the
fort.

The two pursuing gunboats had thie temer-
ity to come within range of our heaviest guns,
which soon made it too warm for them, and
they disappeared behind the point. This was
Farragut a first reconnoissance.

APRIL TENTH.

To-day the raft of schooners extending
across the river was badly damaged by the
prevailing high winds, which damage was
greatly Increased by several "fire rafts"
breaking loose from their moorings and drift-
ing againgt it, parting the chain cables and
scattering several of the schooners. This
was regarded as a great calamity, for we had
depended upon this raft to be the means of
detaining the enemy's ships under our fire
long enough to seriously damage them.

Nothing of interest occurred until the thir-
teenth. In the mekntime the garrison was
busily engaged in strengthening the defenses
as much as possible.

APRIL THIRTEENTH.

During this day the Federal gunboats came
in sight at frequent intervals to make obser-
vations. They would show themselves singly
or in pairs, keeping close to the opposite
shore; they would throw a few shells at Fort
Jackson, to which we would respond, when
they would retire. Our sharpshooters at the
point annoyed them considerably, but could
not effect as much as was expected of them,
owing to the high water in the swamps pre-
venting them from obtaining good positions-
the men being, in most cases, up to their
waists in water. The FederHls were much ex-
asperated by the whistling of "Rebel" minnies
about their heads, so they hauled off to a safe
distance, and spitefully shelled the woods
which contained the blood-thirsty sharpshoot-
ers, doing, however, no other damage than to
tear and mutilate the gigantic live oaks
which there abounded.

APRIL FOURTEENTH.

Finding that the sharpshooters at the point
would greatly annoy him while placing his
ship and mortar vessels in position, the enemy
determined to dislodge them; so he brought
up several of his gunboats and passed most
of the day in pouring into the woods a furious
storm of grape, canister and spherical case.
He finally succeeded in driving the sharp-
shooters out. T!oey were brought to the fort,
and, their services not being needed at any
other point, most of them were sent up to the
city, to their great joy and relief. These men
were amateur rifle shots from New Orleans-
merchants, lawyers, doctors, etc.-who came
down here with exalted Ideas of their skill
and prowess with the rifle; they were unused
to privations and hardships, and their four
days' sojourn in the swamp made many of
them sick, and all of them disgusted with
that kind of service. When they returned
they were in a pitiable plight; many had lost
their shoes in theo tenacious nmud, their cli thes
were soiled and torn, and their warlike ardor
seemed to be considerably cooled by their ex-
I perience by "flood and field."'

AVMIL FYTI'ELT.NTH.
The excitement increases as the movements

of the enemy show that the day of trial and
conflict draws near. The hostile ships all
came out of the passes into the river, and ex-
tended from the point to the head of the
passes. Early on the morning of the six-
teenth three of the gunboats opened on Fort
Jackson; some of our guns responded and
soon made it too hot for the Feds who retired.
Several times during the day this mancruvre
was repeated, and in the afternoon, under
cover of a heavy fire, two mortar vessels were
brought out into the stream, within plain
sight of our gunners, but barely within ranlge
of tie largest guns. These saucy schooners
continued to throw their ponderous globes of
iron at Fort Jackson for nearly two hours,
when some of our shells falling in dangerous
proximity to them, they rejmed the fleet.

In this little encounter the inferior quality
of our ammunition was very apparent, our
powder not being strong enough to prevent
our shells from falling short of the proper
range of the guns.

During the day Com. Porter was busily en-
gaged in placing his mortar flotilla in posi-
tion. The schooners were placed close against
the right bank of the river, behind the woods
and their masts were covered with leaves and
boughs to prevent our discovering their loca-
tion.

Early In the morning of the seventeenth,
before daylight, a tire raft was successfully
sent down tie river; it drifted right among
the Federal fleet, and produced a great com-
mlotion, and it was with the greatestdiffliulty
the Feds prevented their mortar vessels from
catching fire. The result of this experiment
showed that these rafts, if they had been
skillfully hanc,led during the bombardment,
would have proved exceedingly annoying, if
not destructive to the enemy.

BOMBARDMENNT COMMENCED.
On April 18 (Good Friday), at 8 o'clock a. m.,

the distant booming of a heavy gun told us
that the long--expected bombardment had
commenced. The first mortar shell fell within
Fort .Jackson-a striking proof of the skill of
the Federal gunners, and of the accuracy of
the calculations of the United States engin-eers. Shell followed shell in rapid succession,
falling within the fort with almost invariable
certainty. When these ponderous missiles fell
on the ramparts or the parade plain they
sunk into the earth a distance of six or eight
feet, and exploding would tear a hole in the
earth large enough to admit a barrel; when
they struck the brickwork of the fort the
cracking noise produced was almost stunning
in its effect, and the bricks and mortar would
fly in all directions. I saw a poor fellow, who
had narrowly escaped from being crushed by
a.falJing shell, running away from the place,
laughing in great glee; but before going ten
paces the shell exploded, throwing fragments
of brick in all directions, one of which struck
the man in the back, killing him instantly.
This occurred about 10 o'clock a. m., and was
the first casualtyin the fort.

The oflicers' quarters in the two rear bas-
tions were fired and consumed, our boyslosing their clothes and bedding. During the
whole day the mortar fire was most rapid
and furious, the enemy directing his atten-
tion solely to Jackson. In addition to the
vertical fire from twenty-one thirteen-inch
mortars, we were subjected to the hot izntal
firing from the Parrot guns of Farragut's
fleet. The fort returned this fire with vigor,
though most of our shots fell short, owing to
the miserable quality of our powder, and one
mortar boat and one gunboat were disabled.

THE CITADELwas badly battered, and was set on fire andextinguished several times during the day,
but at (lark the flames resist•d tie utmost
efforts to subdue them, and this portion of
the fort was entirely consumed. The h. at of
the tire was so intense that the rmagzinesand shell rooms were in great danger; the

whole garrison were turned out; wet blanketswere placed over the interior walls; a fire
engine, which had been brought from thecity, played upon them, and by great exertiun
the fire was confined to the citadel.

Fortunately, when this danger threatened,

and 'weni all the a ori n g was silo , tile
enemy's fire easd, not, as we aubsequently
learned, from dictates of humanity, but to
give their gunners a resting spell. By actual
count the number of shells thrown at Fort
Jackson during this day was 2997 most of
which fell within the works, causing much
damage and disabling several of the bestfuns. The casualties were unexpectedly few
n number--one man killed and eleven
wounded. This was owing to the fact that
all the men who were not on duty at the few
heavy guns that were being used, were kept
under cover in the casemates. Gen. Duncan
impressed upon the naval officer having
charge of the fire rafts the necessity or send-
ing them down during the night to disperse
the mortar flotilla; several efforts were made
to do this, but owing to mismanagement the
rafts dritted harmlessly ashorenear the forts.

At 6 o'clock in the morning of the nine-
teenth, Porter's

HUGE MORTARB
recommenced their hoarse barking, raining
down on the old fort during the any a con-
stand storm of great shells, each weighing 225
pounds. Ever and anon an adventurous gun-
boat would poke her nose out faorn be'hind the
point and let fly a few shells, but she could
not stand the racket of our Columbiads and
the Brook gun longer than a few minutes,
and she would disappear. One of these saucy
crafts was badly crippled by our fire, and had
to be towed to a place of safety. This vessel,
we afterwards learned, was the sloop-of-war
Oneida, a shot from the Brook gun crashing
through her bulwarks and deck and out
through her opposite side, the splinters that
flew around wounding seven men.

The enemy's mortar practice was terriby
accurate, and it was sad to witness the dam-
age done to the old fort, the terre plain,
parade plein, parapets and platforms being
badly cut up. The walls of this fort-built
more than thirty years ago-were not con-
structed to resist the impact of shot larger
than thirty-two or forty-four pounds; conse-
ouently several of the enemy's shells, falling
from a very high elevation, penetrated into
the casemates. One shell pierced the wall of
a shell room, falling among a large collection
of fixed ammunition; if it had exploded it
would have tumbled the whole fort about our
ears, and brought the siege to a premature
conclusion.

COM. PORTER,

knowing the exact position of our two maga-
zines, bestows upon them much of his atten-
tion. The wall of one of these was seriously
cracked notwithstanding the thick covering
of sand bags which had been placed over it,
and the danger of an explosion of our am-
munition seemed to be at one time very im-
minent. By this day's bombardment one
ten-inch and one eight-inch Columbiad, one
thirty-two and one twenty-four pounder, and
one ten-inch siege mortar in the main work
were disabled; also two rifled thirty-two-
pounders in the water battery were dismount-
ed.

THE FEU INFERNAL
of Porter's mortars was kept up furiously
and continuously through the night.

APRIL TWENTIETH.

Notwithstanding the rain and high wind,
the bombardment was constant during the
day. Between 11 and 12 o'clock at night a
gunboat stole gently up the river, under cover
of the intense darkness, and attempted to
drag off the few schooners remaining in the
river near the fort, the remnant ot our raft.
It succeeded in disengaging one of them,
when, being discovered, the guns of the fort
opened upon it, driving the venturesome
boat back to the fleet in hot haste. While
this was going on the mortar firing was unu-
sually heavy, the enemy using time fuses,
and bursting their shells above the fort, the
fragments falling in every direction. This
was done to drive our men away from the
barbette guns, but our brave fellows stood at
their posts with unwavering fidelity. The
partial success of this bold excur-don on the
Ipart of the enemy was ascribable to the neg-
lect of the naval authorities to send down tire
rafts to keep the river lighted up, as they had
been urgently requested to do. I will state,
in justirication of Gen. Duncan, that the con-
trol and direction of these rafts had been ta-
ken from him by order of Gen. Lovell, and
placed in the hands of the senior naval officer
of our mosquito fll•t. During the whole
night the bombardment was kept up with un-
abated rapidity.

APRIL TWENTY-PIRST.
Firing continued all day and night. Five

of our guns were disabled, and several met
were wounded. By this time Fort Jackson
presented a dilapidated appearance; several
of the casemates were crushed in and a num.
ber of the guns had been rendered unservice-
able; many large cracks had been m}de in
the main walls, and the sand bag traverses
over the magazines were seriously damaged,
In fact the fort need:d extensive and imme-
diate repairs. Such being the condition of
affairs, we were greatly rejoiced to hear o1
the arrival during the night of the ironclad

STEAMER LOUISIANA,
under the Oover of whose I'owerful battery we
expected to put things in order again. She
was encased In an armor of railroad iron
three inches in thickness, bad sloping sides
with two wheels amidships and concealed
from view, while her armament consisted of
sixteen gins of heavy calibre, some of them
being rifled ones of the famous Brook
patent-altogether a formidable vessel.

APRIL TWENTY-SECOND.
No cessation or slacking of the enemy's

fire, and their huge shells were hurled into
the fort vith remarkable precision. The
Feds usflf the Alger water-tight fuse and
rarely did a shell fail to explode. Those
vnhieh, fell into the water of the moat would

bta'y themselves far down into the soft,
muddy bottom, and burst so violently as to
shake the foundations of the fort. Many
aligators were killed by these bombs. Capt.
J. K. Mitchell, of the Louisiana, assumed
command of everything afloat. Gen. Duncan
had an interview with him, and was greatly
disappointed to learn that the motive power
of the Louisiana was incomplete, and
that there was no probability of her
being ready to move for several days.
This information was a serious
blow to our hopes of relief from that quar-
ter. The fact being established that the
Louisiana could not within a reasonable time
be used for aggressive purposes, Gen. Dun-
can urged her commander to place her a few
yards below the ralt on the St. Philip side,
immediately under the guns of both forts, in
which position she could rake, and perhaps
disperse the mortar fl-et, and thereby afford
us time to make necessary repairs. The Gen-
eral most earnestly urged this upon the
captain, assuring him that if such relief was
not extended all of his heavy guns would
probably soon be disabled, so that when the
enemy's fleet should attempt to engage the
fort at close quarters, or to dash past it, the
chances of a successful resistance would be
naterially dimirished. But

CAPT. MITCHELL
resisted these importunities and positively
declined to remove his vessel to the desig-
nated spot. He wished to remain where he
was, just above 8t. Philip, until his vessel
should be completed; declared the Louisi-
ana, though having her sides well pro-
tected, was not shot-proof against the vertical
fire of mortars, and that it would not be ad-
visable to anchor her below the raft. The
subordinate officers concurred with him inthis opinion.

A detachment of 150 picked men was sentfrom Jackson to the Louisiana to work her
Runs and act as sharpshooters on board.
About noon Fort St. Philip opened fire from
its heaviest guns with the intention of dis-
lodging the mortar boats or drawing their

tire; but they persistently kept pounding
away at Jackson, now and then firing a rifle-
shot at S. Philip. The guns of the former
were engaged during-the day in throwing

shells over the point of woods, with appa-rently some effect, as the mortar fire very
perceptibly siackened toward afternoon; at
night, however, it became fnurtus again.

While stanling with Capt. --- on theramparts, watching the flashing of the shells
as they mounted far up toward the heavens,
then turned and came rushing and screaming
toward us, one of them fell very close to
where we were standing; we dodged behind a
gun caariag'e and escap- d the fl ing pieces of
irun and bricks that followed the explosion;hut a poor f. Hlow standing near by had both
legs -ut off, and di-d in a few minutes after.

Between 10 and 12 o'clock at night We werestartled by the cry that magazine No. 2 was

ON FIBlE
The en21ns was quick brought out and
the whoie garrson pu to works wu iuLB.i

the flaim. A bdst OLdtoih o the
m aecrushing i the maid-heatm'verse,

setting fire to and jammin a~ait the door
the wooden framework that supported it.
The sand bags having fallen upon the fire,
made it very difficult to be reached,and we were
In imminent danger, for the second time, of
being blown sky high. Only a wooden door
interposed between the fire and about twenty
thousand pounds of powder I The men, realiz-
ing the perils of the situation, went to work
with a will, the bags were quickly removed,
and a deluge of water poured on the fire, soon
extinguishing it. The door of the magazine
was found to be considerably charred; a few
minutes of delay in putting this fire out
would have proved our destruction.

The shell that caused all this commotion
struck in its descent a member of the St.
Mary's Cannoneers, raid to have been a
brother-in-law of that distinguished lawyer
of New Orleahs, Levi Pierce, Esq., crushing
him to pieces and burying him out of sight
among the sand bags. Three days after his
remains were exhumed, so mangled and dis-
figured that they could not have been identi-
fled except by the pieces of clothing that ad-
hered to them. Another soldier standing
guard on the magazine was so terrified that
he dropped his gun and accoutrements and
escaped from the fort during the confusion.
This man, we afterwards learned,

bESERTED

to the enemy and gave much valuable in-
formation concerning the condition of Jack-
son, strength of the garrison, etc.

APRIL TWENTY-THIRD.

Bombardment very heavy during the morn-
ing, but decreased toward noon. This cir-
cumstance was conclusive that the mortar
fleet was becoming exhausted, and that the
enemy was about to change his mode of at-
tack. A short time before sundown a small
boat was descried planting a numberof small
flags on the opposite bank of the river, above
the point of woods, evidently done to indicate
the position of each phip in the contemplated
attack on the fort by broadside. This was re-
ported to the commander of our naval forces,
and Capt. Mitchell was reminded by Gen.
Dunman of the imperative necessity of keep-
ing the river well lighted up during the night
by means of the fire rafts, so that any move-
ment of the enemy's ships could readily be
detected. But not one fire barge was ignited
or sent down, and the river remained veiled
in darkness during the whole night.

* APRIL TWENTY-FOURTH.

Long before daylight all the guns In Jack-
son and St. Philip were manned, the hot shot
furnaces in full blast, powder buckets, shot
and shell placed opposite each gun, and every
preparation made for

THE CONFItJer.
The night was intensely dark, not a breath of
wind stirring. At 3 o'clock a. m. the dim out-
line of the flagship Hartford was seen just
above the point of woods. A few minutes
after a red light was run up to her masthead,
the signal to the squadron to advance. At
this time the firing from the mortar fleet was
carried on with terrific vigor and rapidity, as
many as fifteen shells being, by actual
count, in the air at the same time. Following
the Hartford came the remaining vessels of
Farragut's steam fleet, advancing in column
of twos in echelon, so as not to interfere with
the fire of each other's broadsides. As soon as
they were within range the guns of both forts
opened a well directed, fire on the leading
ships, which was promptly answered by
broadside after broadside, and the engage-
ment became general. Unfortunately the air
was so still that in a very short time the
smoke hung so low over the river that the en-
emy's ships were shut out from view, and
our gunners had to direct their fire by the
flashes of their broadsides. At this time
twenty mortar vessels and twenty-three
steamers-mounting in all about 200 heavy
guns--were pouring into the forts a perfect
storm of shot, shell, grape, cannister and
spherical case; the roar of the artillery was
deafening; the rushing sound of the descend-
ing bombs-the sharp, whistling noise
made by the jagged fragments of ex-
ploded shells the whirring of grape-
shot and hissing of cannister balls-
all these were well calculated to disturb the
equanimity of the strongestnerved man, pro-
vided he was not too much engaged to allow
his mind to dwell upon them, which was the
case with all of us at that time,

A LURID OLARI

of lIght rested upon the fort, produced by the
Incessant discharges of our own guns and
Ithe explosion of the enemy's shells above
and around us.

At one time, when the din and tumult were
at the highest, Father Nachon, a Catholic
priest from the Jesuits' Church, New Or-
leans, a volunteer chaplain of our garrison
calmly stood on the ramparts an interested
spectator of the fight. He placed his mouth
to my ear and declared that he did not believe
the infernal regions could be much more ter-
rible to the sight than Fort Jackson at that
time. I will here say that this good man dis-
played remarkable coolness and courage dur-
ing the trying scenes of the bombardment;
he animated the men by his eloquence and
example, and won the respect and love of all
by the unvarying faithfulness with which he
discharged the duties of his holy office. In
1867 the good Father fell a victim to yellow
fever, in Washington, La., whither he had
gone to minister to the spiritual wants of the

lfflicted people of that stricken town.
With daylight came the mortifying dis-

covery th; all but five of Farragut's fleet had
run the gauntiet of our fire, and passed above
the forts. Onet glnlboat was seen below it.
Philip, crippled and floating down with the
current, her crew lying close to the decks to
escape our shot. A double-banked sailing
frigate, towed by a steamer, attempted to
pass up, but our guns forced her to take
shelter behind the point of woods.

During this action the officers and men of
both forts displayed marked coolness and
bravery, steadfastly remaining at their gmns
and performing their whole duty like true
and patriotic soldiers. It was the opinion of
many that if the river had been lighted ap by
the fire hrfts on the first appearance of the
enem y's ships this morning our gunners could
have fired with more accuracy, and inflicted
greater damager perhape have prevented the
passage of the forts. The Federal vessels had
their machinery protected by heavy chain
cables hung in festoons along thel: sides
amidships, and running on an even keel in
smooth water, it was almost Impossible to
get a shot into them under the water line.
But Farragut's force did not escape unscathed.
All of his ships were struck, several con-
siderably damaged, and the flagship, as re-
ported by her captain, received thirty-one
shots and was set on fire twice.

THI FEDERAL LOSS
in that action, according to official statement,
was 37 killed and 171 wounded; the Confed-
erates had 16 killed and 69 wounded. Our
river fleet was moored on either side of the
river, a few hundred yards above t* fort, to
be in readiness to attack the enemy if he
should succeed in coming up. Just after
daylight heavy firing was heard from thatdirection; continuing for about one hour; thenthe wrecks of several of our cotton-clad
steamers were seen fl ating past us, and we
knew that our little fleet had yielded to the
superior weight and number of the enemy.The McRae, Louisiana and Defiance alone es-

caped destruction. The Federals lost one
ship, the sloop Varuna.

The forts were now, as it were, between twofires. Porter was below with his mortars and
five or six steamers, while Farragut wasabove with nineteen steamers--not a very

pleasant predicament for us to be placed in.
But the garrisons went to work making re-pairs, the general impression being that the

hardest fighting was yet to come.

APRIL TWENTY-FIFTH.

A gun boat from below made her appear-ance with

A WHITE FLAGlying at the fore, bringing a demand for theImmediate surrender of the forts, Co,mmo-,ore Porter threatening to re-oven the bom-
)ardruent in case of refusal. This proposi-tion was promptly declined, and at noon thenortar vessels recommenced their infernal
racket, keeping up a languid fire until sunset,
when they hove up their anchors and sailedsown the river, leaving six gun boats behind.
Trh enemy granted permission to the McRae Ito proceed to the city, under flag of truce, Iwith our wounded. She was so badly crippled

that she could be of no service to us.

APBIL TWENTY-SEVENTH.
At 12 m. a gunboat from below put in anlopearanee, bearing a written iemawnd fromPol~ts fEar a irrmeader. The Oommodua.e

mplimented in the most lattel t erme t he
:2, 1=n pantry displayed by omfers

de e of the forts; announced
that New Orleans had formally surrendered
to Farragut(which was then untrue), declared
that it would lead to a useless expenditure of
blood to attempt a further defense, and offer-
ing the most favorable terms to the garrisons
should they capitulate. This demand was
also declined our commander declaring hisintention to defend the forte to the last.

Throughout the bombardment the conduct
of the rank and file of the garrisan of Jack-
son was admirable; they had proved them-
selves excellent soldiers-brave In action and
obedient to orders, displaying marked energy
and constancy in the performance of their
protracted labors. While under the excite-
ment of actual conflict they had manifested a
cheerful, confident and enthusiastic spirit;
but after the enemy's ships had succeeded in
passing, many became despondent and surly,
which was not surprising when the low in oral
status of many of them is taken into consid-
eration. Gen. Duncan attempted to arouse
their flagging zeal by issuing a spirited and
encouraging address.

Late In the day a laundress attached to one
of the companies, who had been sent to the
quarantine station just before the bombard-
mcnt, returned to the fort, and though not
permitted to come on shore, managed to in-
form one of our pickets that the city had
positively surrendered. This inteligence
spread quickly through the garrison, pro-
ducing a most dispiriting effect among the
men. Shortly before midnight, at

A GIVEN SIOGNAL,
the men fell into line on the parade plein
under the command of their sergeants. They
were ordered by their commissioned officers
to go to their quarters, which they positively
refused to do, declaring their determination to
fight no longer. In explanation of their con-
duct they stated that Gen. Duncan and Col.
HIggine had declared that they would fight
the forts to the last; that the city had capit-
ulated; that the enemy were about to attack
by land and water, and that a further de-
fense would result only in abutchery. Every
possible effort was made by the osfiers to in-
duce these men to return to'duty; foreecould
not be used, for there were only thirty-seven
officers, while the mutineers numbered about
400. The St. Mary's Cannoneers, who were
loyal to the core, were quartered outside the
fort. That they might not come to the assis-
tance of theotlcers the mutineers had raised
the drawbridge and placed a strong guard at
the sally-port, thus cutting off all communi-
cation with those in the fort. A strong party
went on the ramparts and spiked the guns
that bore up the river, to prevent the officers
from firing upon them after they had left the
fort. Some of

THE MUThINims
were at last prevailed upon to return to duty,
but not until they were assured that their
mutinous comrades should be permitted to
leave unmolested. Accordingly about 350
men, with arms in their hands, marched out
and proceeded up the river; among these
were men from every company, except the
Cannoneers, many of whom had before dis-
tinguish, d themselves for cool bravery and
stricfot adherenee to duty. It soon became ap-
parent but little reliance could be placed in
the small detachments that remained. One
company, the (annoneers, continued intact,
but they had been drilled in light artillery
practice, and knew nothing about the work-
ing of heavy guns.

Such being the condition of affairs, it was
the unanimous opinion of the officers that
there was no other course left to pursue but

TO SURRENDER.

On the twenty-eighth of April, at an
early hour, a flag of truce was sent down
to the fleet to convey a written offer to sur-
render, under the terms tendered by Com.
Porter on the previous day. Soon afterward
the flagship Harriet Lane, accompanied by
four gunboats, steamed up to Jackson, and
Gen. Duncan and Col. Higuins repaired on
board to open negotiations. While these were
pending, the iron-clad steamer Louisiana was
set on fire by her officers; her guns, which
protruded from the portholes, went off at
random, being discharged as the fire reached
them. A few minutes later a deafening report
was heard, and a huge columnof white smoke
was seen ascending far up toward the heavens;
fragments of wood and bars of Iron were
thrown in all directions; some of them falling
in St. Philip killed one and wounded three
men, A large piece of Iron struck a tent in
which WA yi8 vlg Capt. McIntosh, the com-
mander of the Louislan~, who had been dte-
perately wounded in the action of the twenty-
fourth, but, fortunately, that gallant officer
escapes lurtnr Injury.

The terms of surrender were soon agreed
upon. The garrisons were paroled, the offl-
cers were to retain their side-arms and have
their private property respected, and Com.
Porter verbally agreed notto hoist the United
States flag until the Confederate officers had
departed. The surrender, which was then
formally completed, was a sad spectacle, and
tears came freely from the eyes of men who
never had flinched during all the trying
scenes of one of the severest bombardments
of modern times. In the afternoon we em-
barked on board the gunboats for New Or-
leans

From the morning of the eighteenth to the
evening of the twenty-third of April over
12,000 mortar shells were thrown at Jackson,
of which 5730 fell within the confines of the
fort.

OUACBNITA.

Crop Prospects-Pleaty of Fruit-A New
Rallroad lnterpllae.

[Correspondence of the D'emocratj]
MoN01P, La., June 20, 1878.

I read your valuable paper a great deal, and
have not seen anything about the crops in
this section, so I thought I would attempt to
write you something about our country, its
crops, etc. We have a beautiful level coun-
try, which cannot be excelled in fertility and
productiveness of soil. The lands are mostly
alluvial,being intersected by magnificent water
courses. They abound in myriads of fish,which,
oefng very palatable, afford a delicate repast
for the people, who eagerly try to catch them
in every conceivable way. We have very
good facilities for transportation. The Ouach-
ita river gives us river communication, while
the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Texas Rail-
road, terminating at, this place, gives vent to
communication by rail.

The crops were never better; corn is in full
tassel and bloonming in the ear, cotton is of a
luxuriant growth and is doing well. We have
had sufficient rain. The fruit crop is a splen-
did one; plums have ripened and are fading
away, and ere many days large luscious ap-
ples and peaches will be in full blast--reat to
the enjoyment of many juveniles, who are
clamorous to penetrate the succulent orbs
with their teeth.

A railroad project is in consideration; a
project to construct a railroad between this
point and Pine Bluff, Ark. The scheme is in
the hands of some very energetic and opulent
gentlemen. Should it prove to be a success,
this section of our State will be greatly ben-
efited, and a tidal stream of emigrants will
doubtless float into our midst.

Respectfully submitted, It. L. W.

THE NEWEBT THINGS OUT-Are always to be
found at the very popular estabdishment of
Messrs. k. H. Adams & Bro. 594 Magazine
street. Ir always aff,rds us pleasure t. re'oum-
mend this Fourth District dry goods hous-, to
our lady fri neds. for those of them who deal
there are unanimous in tueir expressi- ns of
pra'se and satiserction. fir there is no, lace In
the city where more attention is paid to thb
comfort and wants of customers. The tact
and experience of these gentlemen in displ,~-
ing their eieganr goods, which fill the shelves
Ito over flowing, have made their store a great
a'traction and an ornament to that part of New
Orleans. bee their card published elsewhere.

NEw LIzw SuITs AND Dosra•s -Messrs. ?f.
L. Byrne & Co.. 163 Conal street. a ll open on
M .nday a b- auttful aass.rtment of linen lawns,
organdies. jaconets. etc. Their commodious
and popul r establishment is b, ing fldd to) re-
1petion with the m' at el uwant goodsr that the
taste and judgment of the exprrianj ed pro-
prietor oan sugwv*t who is a' the North a the
presynt time looking out for the latest styles
and fashione. They h ,ve just r, ceived a sup-rb
assortment o,f linen suits for ladle., many of
a hich are being secure I for travewing purpo-
ses.

J. B. Walker. D. D. 8., No. 154 Canal street.

Thedelightful hotel at Point Clear is now
reouly f.r visitors. This is the moet deUghtial
wairtarplac in the BSoth.

THE MWILITATR FEVER-TOVWONG

IN CAMP AT THE PAI -
GROUNDS.A New Clock eystem-Redune•n the

rles of City Omfelais--Koleiallat, e'
hlbltloinlts, Nationas'lts, Etc.
fSpecial Correspondence of the Demoorat.]

ST. Louis, June 20, 18 .:
St. Louis had
A SEVERE ATTACK OF THE MILITIA •EI1nastweek. Eight companies of the Pollce ][•

serve force were encamped at the F.~
Grounds from Thursday to Sunday ev9qli

The object was to give them a littlea
rience in camp life. The comoanies ars'msdtup almost wholly of young men or
scarcely out of their teens, and very';t s
them ever saw any flighting or did any
diering of any kind before. They were
jected in a measure to the discipline of

life, but had better fare, of course, thae
usuld army rations. The Fair Groundsopen all day to visitors, and the camp a
portion of the day. Friday evening

A GRAND MILITARY IBALA•was given by four of the companies, and
the following evening the remaining

panies entertained their lady friends wit• •

promenade concert. Saturday afternoonReserves were visited by the National O
(four companies of State militia), th6
battery and the Kirkwood cavalry. Ths
tors were presented with a stand of eolor
a committee of citizens, the preseu

speech being made by Mr. Samuel Cuppls:,
wholesale woodenware merchant, and thesponse in behalf of the soldiers was made
Mr. Robert S. Voorhies, an attorney.
the presentation the entire militia force,
and city, was reviewed by Gov. P
his staff and a number of city ofldale

and after the review the citizens weretaned with a sham battle, in whieh b
fantry and artillery engaged. Eight !
thousand people from the city-nearly
them ladies-witnessed the manawresa
day afternoon religious services were

the grounds, and Sunday evening the
broke up, and the boys returned to
homes.

THE MOTrMENTS OF TEE SOCIALagg ;
here do not attract as much attention a
they did a few weeks ago. They
holding meetings regularly once a wed
dozen or more wards of the city, and
them are known to be drilling with a
the newspapers have stopped ad
them, and the people have almost
talking about them. The leaders of
claltse have stated time and again,
terviewed by newspaper reporters,
did not intend to inaugurate a gpee
in the city this summer, and that
not use their arms unless an at
made to break up their meetings,
what their plans are, if any, ist nt
the public at large, btt at presentthe4t
very little prospecte of a repetition
summer's rioting. In a month from:
however, everything may be changed.eral strike in another city may lead to
St. Louis.

"EN. DONNEVILLE,
the oldest ofecer in the United States
was buried at Beliefontaine Com
Sunday. The funeral sermon was
by Father Gleason, at St. John's
chrch, and the remains of the old
were followed to the grave by a larg•
of old residents of the city. Alt
here, Gen. Bonneville called St.
home. He was in his eighty-ninth
had been in continual service in
since his graduation at West Point
THE ELECTRIC SYSTEM o0 EnW
has been introduced into St.
have been put up, both con
astronomical obervatory at
University, where the regulator'I
Datly obpervatlons are taken at
tory, and the time of the rulatto :
accordingly. The machineryof thom
the lines is the same as that of an'
clock, except that it has no s
lum. The clocks are run by
rent being sent over the wires eve
and they all keep time of course
regulator. These clocks have besai
in the Court-house, City Hall, - o

Union Depot, Iron Mountainpot, Public Sehool Superintendentf
highschool, nearly all the rail
several banks, the Merchants'
American Express Company's
number of stores, saloons and
Louis is the first city in Amerloeato
electric cl ek system, though it is ID
I am told, in a greet many cities of

The City Council has
THE BSALARY REDUCTION IRiETH BSALARY REDUCTION

still under consideration. Action
taken as yet upon only a few
hardly any of them are left as
by the retrenchmentcommittee.
ments to the bill, as acted upon so at
Council, reduce the salary of the

5000 to $4000 a year, that of the
from $4000 to $3600, that of the And
$3500 to $3000, that of the Tr
$4000 to $8500. The salaries of the
ties of the different departrente
$2000 and the salaries of the chid
$1500. Reductions are made inthe
of nearly all the clerks in the
acted upon.

The school hoard has also har
cry of the publcl for retrenchmean
ing the salaries of the principals
sistants and tlrst assistants, of all
schools of the city and of most of
assistants. The salaries of third
In the district schools were left as
but the salaries of all the assleteat
high and normal schools were red D
principals of the high and normal
will hereafter receive from $2400 t*
year, and their assistants, divided
school grades and twentv-four cla
$650 to $1950 a year. The principal
district schoowls will get from $60fo
year, and their assistants from $400 t~
The salaries of all the janitors of-.
buildings were also slightly reduced.

THE PROHIBITIONISTS OF M X ,

held a State Convention In St.
week, and adopted a platform and
iourned without nominating a 8
It is their intention to meet again
other political parties have made
nations. and to make up their ticke
different ones already in the ftild.
vention last week was attended by A
of "strong-minded" women and a
to insert a female suffrage plank in
form failed of adoption by only a tie

THR NATIONAL PARTY
and the Greenback party of the State st
holding a convention together at
Mo. The parties, althougn different
are substantially the same in princi
the fusion of the two was not anoe
The big gun among them is Britton A.
St. Louts attorney. AIr. Hill has ub
number of pamrphiel on the suhjet
rency, and is the recognized leade r
greenback men throughout Missouri
joining States. He Is trying at p I
unite all the members of the -
party and the Labor Union
with the men of his own pa- ty,
hopes, also, to eatch the vote d
large part of the Workingunen's
leaders of which are all Sd;rl41ist•.
of these parties, and the Democlatli
publican parties, there will prob.blgy be
eral State tick,-t in the field this fhat
certainly four or five eandidates for
in each of the St. Louis distrilts. -
ocratic Legislature has had this
the State redis ricteil, so as to make
trict Democratic by two or three
majority, and there is hardly a
the Deu•ocratic party lobing either
iistricts tlis fall, even if nll the
parties should unite agatint them.
of three RepubliCans, three Simon pur
oerats will represent It. Louis in the
C rongr.. a

L B. Wa ket, b.Dp, hip .. 1 aa s tr.am.


