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First Day's Proveedingn,
i Nitw OnteaNg, April 21, 1578,
s 1t rememberad, that on thls day, the
fity-fieat day of tho month of Apvil, in the
of our Lord one thousand elght hundred
i goventy-nine, and of the tudependence of
Undtod Btates of America the one hundred
third yoar, In pursunnce of the provisions
an act of the General Assembly of the
toof Loulelang, No. 8, sntitled “An aet to
vie for n Conventlon to frame a new Con-
lon of  the Btate of Lowksinnon,
pg om Appropriation to pay the expenacy
snron,” approved Janaary 93, 1870, the
gutes from the several senstorial dis-
ba nnd purlehes of this State and the rep-
entative distriots of the by of New Or-
ha hava moet this day, at 12 o'clock m., In
hall of the Houss of Lepresentatives of
State, In the State-House, at the ety of
b Orloans, and were called to order by his
loney Franeln T. Nlcholls, Governor of
State of Loulsians, and by law presiding
ser of tha Convention, who direoted the
B WL A, Bteang, Becretary of Btate, to
the voll of the Convention, when 1t ap-
s that the fallowing named delogates ap-
o and answerod tothelr onmes na repre-
g the herelnaftor esantorinl distirlots
parishes and representative distrlets of
dty of Now Orleans, to wit:
HENATORIAT BISTIICTS,
fpst District, composed of the elehth and
wards of the city of New Orlenns and
a parizhes of St Bernurd and Plague-
Mousrs, Henry . Kernochan and
hddurd Iowall,
booontl  District, composged of the Tourth,
b, slxth and sevanth wards of the clty of
o Orleans - Mesara, Gustgve LoGardeur,
|, sndl Hoenry Chinpelin,
‘hird Diatriet, mmrn)ur-(_lﬁ\f the third ward
the oity of New Urln@s Mr, Thomas J.

I e, F
Fourth Distriot, mm[ﬁ‘u‘d of thesecond and
onth warde of thewity of New Orvleans
ght bank of §the p;;'iah of Orleans)-Mr,
ok J. Bulger £
pifth Districty composid. of the flrst and
fth wards of thoigy of New Orleans Mr.
ave A. Breausy |
Digtrict, rwk'npuﬂml of the eeventh,
Blith, thirteenth, fourteenth, slxteonth and
pateenth wards of the oty of New Or-
- Moesars, Don A, Pacdes and Benjamin
{Toriman.
gventh Lilatriet, compoded of the parlshes
Jelferson, Bt Charles and 8t John the
jpifat- Mr. Honty Domas.
ighth District, composed of the parishes
Bt James and Ascenslon—Mr. Fellx P.
bhe.
Kinth District, composed of the parishes of
houne, Lafourche aml Assumption-
g. Clay Knoblook and Mayer Cahon.
th Distriet, composed of the parishes of
} Mary, Vermillion, Cameron and Cal-
pieu— Messrs. Donelson, Caifroy, and Wil-.
m B, Kirkman,
Eleventh IHstriet, composed of the parishes
Bt Martin, Iberla and Lafayoette -Mr,
ard Bimon.
5 h District, composed of the parvish of
LLandry—Mesars, Jogoph Moore and Wil
@ A. Robertson,
Lhirteenth District, composed of the par-
hee of Avoyelles and Pointe Coupee—Mr. F.
B Olalborne,
rteenth District, composed ol the par-
of Iherville and Wast Baton Rouge—BMr.
jeophilo 7. AL o
1 giatict, composed of the parlshea
iciena—Mr, Thomas B.

gh, composed of the parleh

2o--Mi. Andrew 8, Herron.

2 Distrlet; conposed of tho par-

of 5t. Helons, Liviagston, Tungiprhon,

hshington and St. Taminany.-Mr, John B,
1y.

titmth DHatriet, composed of the par-

m of Rapides and Vernen=Mr, James G.

Ineteonth District, composed of the par-
88 of Natchitoches, Sabine, DeSolo and
ver--Mogars. M. J. Gunningham ated
Htille.
ntieth Distedct, composed of the parish
ido--Mr. L., M. Nutt.
ty-ficst District, composed of thoe par-
Be of Dossler, Webster, Bieaville and Clai-
esers, A, B, George ard 4. O, Vance.
venty-second IMetrict, composed of the
ghes of Upicn, Moreheuse, Lincoln and
it Carroll--Mesare, Robert B, Todd and G.
askies
wenty-Third Disteict, compesed of the
shes of Ounachity, Richland, Caldwell,
pktlln and Jackson-—-Messra, It, Willis
sor and N. W, Sexith.
venty-fitth Distriet, composed of the
ea of East Carroll and Madison -Mr,
ues A, €la.
venty-alrth  Distriet, composet of the
: of Tensas and Coneordin. Mr. Wade
lough.

PARISHES,
pansion—Mr, Pierre Landry, %
sumption— Messrs. Bivian Gacdesr and

ste Bulow.
joyelles—Messrs, E. 4. Jeffrion and A,

et Baton Rouge—Messra. Robest T.
b and Leon Jastremski,

Baton Rowge—Mr, Henry M. Farrot,
Mr.J. P. Webb, “

r. Henry W. Ogden., %
0-Messra, I, T. Land ana N, €.
phard,

asieu—Alr. David J. Reid.
dwell—Mr. R. D, Bridger.
meron-Mr. 5. P, Henry,

Carroll--Mr. George (. Benham,

Carroll—Mr. Hiram R. Lott.
borne--Messrs, William F. Moreland

. T, Davidson,
cordia—Mr, David Young.

Boto—Messrs, B, ¥, Jenkins and E. W.

psler.

il

Feliviana—Mesers, George W.DMun-
nd J. H. Stone.
8t Feliviana—Mr, W, W. Leake,
nklin_Mr. 1. 0. Baskin.
ot-Mr. B, B. Williams,
A—Mr. Theodore Fontelieu,
ille~Messis, 4. €, Davidson and John
Venson.
gson—Mr, E. E. Kidd,
rson—Mr. Leonard Roach.
ayette—Mr. Michel E, Girard.
ourche—Mesers, Isgiah D. Moore and
i Grrimes,

and |

Tineoln--Mr. T\ K. Colvin,

Liviugston—Mr, Leonard Z. Gowers,

Maodison—Massrs, P. B, 8. Plnehbuack and
M. G, Babe.

Morehouse -Mr. ¢, C. Davonport,

Natehitoohos—Messrs, W, A, Ponder and
Joseph Henry,

Orleans, First Representative IMstriot—
Mr. Ferdlnnnd Marks,

Orleans, Beoond Reprosontative IMstelet—
Mosers, Mathow D, Lagan and John Kon-
nedy,

Orloans, ‘Third Representative Dlstriet
Mosard, Chacles Byrus, W. A, Bell and W, J.
Kully,

Orleans, Fourth Representative DHatrlet—
Mr. Jules 0. Denla.

Orieans, Fifth Represovtative District
Messrs. 1. J, Guorloger and J, N. Augustin,

Orleans, Sixth Repressntative District— Mr.
W, A. Blenvenu. :

Otleans, Beventh Tepreeantative Distrlct—
Mensrs, Plorre Lunaux and Vietor Ollvier,

Orleans, Elghth Bepresentative Distrlet-—
Mr. Wobeter Long. :

Oileans, Ninth Representiative Dlatriot-
Memape, Touls Alfred Wilts and Joseph Col-
Hus,

Orloans, Tenth Itoprosentative Distriet—
Mesara, John Phelps and James MeConnell,

Orleans, Eleventh Represontative District—
Mosara. John Chaffe and Thomas 1. Carey.

Orlenns, Twelfth Representative District—
Mr. Hugh Breen,

Orleans, Thirteentl: Represeutative Dis-
trict -Mr. Frank MctHoln,

Orleans, Fourleenth Reprosentative Dis-
triet—-Mr. 'F. B. Btamps.

Orloana,  Fifteonth  Ilopresontative Dis-
trtet- Mr, W, F. Loan.

Ouachita—Mr. Dagld Faulk,

Plaguemines-—Mr, Henry C. Warmoth,

TPolnte Conpea--Mr. Charles Parlange,

Rapldes—.Mossrs. (. W, Bolton and Hobert
L. Luckett.

Bed River—Mr, H, C. Stringfellow.

Richland - Mr, L. 1’ Wells,

Hablono--Mr, D, 'W. Self,

Bt Boernard.—Mr, Albert Estoplnal.

Bt. Charles—Mr, C. A, Bourgeols,

#t, Helena—Mr. Dempsey Kemp.

£t James—Mr. Vincont DigRereon.

5t, John the Baptist—Mrgh. O, Babeook,

§t. Liandry- Mosers, 1,00, Millard, T. 5.
Havard, Walthall Burtosf and Paulln Btagg.

86 Martin- Mr. Alexgiider Btrovick,

St Mary--Messea, B D Mentzand W, B,
Smith. g

Bt Tammaty—Med, M. Thompson.

Tungipahoas-Mr, N. 5, Edwardes.

Tensns—Medsrs, dnmes 8, Mothews and
Hiram R. Steols, ©

Terrebonne—Mesars, Eoos Willlams and
Jordan Stewart.

Upion-- Mr, 3. ', Dillard.

Vearmilllon-—Mr. F. R, King.

Vernon--Mr, John C, Davia,

Wishington My, €, D, OtL,

Winn—Mr. 8. M. Brinn,

RECAPITULATION,
Henatorial Delegatea. .. ..
Ropreseutative Delegntes

y 1o 11 B R e T e SIS S, 1}

One hundred and thirty-one membera of

the Conventlon apswering to thelr names,
constituting n quorum of the Conventlon,

The procecdings ware opened with prayers,
offarert by Hov, John Percival, of the Eplsco-
pal Chureh.

On motion of Mr. Btille, the Convention pro-
oeeded to the election of Its President, and he
nominated for that position the 1Mon. Louls
Alfrecd Wilts, Bepresentative Dolegate from
the Ninth Representative District of the par-
lsh of Ovleans,

Mr. Allaln nominated the Hon. Plerre Lan-
Alry, Representative Delogate from the par-
lai of Ascensiong

There belug no other nominations, the Con-
vention proceeded to the election, and ona
andl of tharoll the followlng was the result of
the voto, to wit.:

Mapgars. Augustin, Bahenck, Baskin, Bell,
Bionvenu, Blanchard, Bolton, Breaux, Broen,
Bridger, DBriann, Bulger, Bulow, Burton,
Byrno, Oalleey, Carey, Chafle, Chlapella,
Qlauiborne, Colling, Colvin, Cunningham, Da-
veuport, Davidson of Claiborne, Davls, De-
mas, Denis, Dillard, Easterly, Edwards, Ea-
tapinal, Faulk, Faviol, Fontelleu, Forman,
Gurdner, Gaskins, George, Girard, Gowers,
Gueringer, Havard, Henry of Cameron,
Heary of Natchitoches, Herron, Howell, Jus-
tremekt, Jenking, Joffrion, Kelly, Kemp, Ken-
nedy, Kernochan, EKidd, Kiog, Xirkman,
Kuoblock, Lagan, LananX, Land, Landry,
Leake, LeGardeur, Long, Lott, Luckett,
Lyons, Marks, Millard, Moreiand, Moore of
Liafourche, Moore of 8t Landry, Munday,
MeGonnell, Metloln, Nuti, Ogden, Olivier,
Ott, Parlange, Phelps, Poche, Ponder, Reid,
Richardzon, Robertson, Belf, Semmes, Bimon,
Smith of Jackson, Btagg, Stille, Btone, String-
fellow, Butherlin, Thompson, Todd, Vares,
Webh, Wells, White, Williams of Grant and
Young of East Baton Rouge voted for the
Hon. Louls Alfred Wiltz,

Messra. Allain, Benham, Dohe, Bourgeols,
Cuhen, Davidson of Iberville, Dickerson, (ila,
Grimes, Hough, Loan, Mathews, Maente,
Noguez, Pardee, Piochback, Roach, Bmith of
St. Mary, Btamps, Stecle, Btovenson, Stow-
art, Strovick, Warmoth, Willlams of Terre-
honne, Wiltz, and Young of Concordia voted
for the Hon, Pierre Landry.
BRCAPTFULATION,

Tor the Hon. Lowla Alfred Wiltz

For the Hon, Plerre Landry,

Total aumber of votes cast
The Hou. Louis Alfred Wilts, having re-
ceived a majority of the votea cast, was de-
clnred duly elected President of the Conven-
tion,
And on metion of Mr. Allaie the election of |
the Hon, Lowis Alfred Wilty, as President of
the Convention, was made unanimous.
On motion of Mr, Pochs, a.commitiee of
three members was appointad by the Chalr
to inform the Hen, Louis Alfred Wiltz of his
election as President of the Conveetion.,
Whereupon the Chair appointed Messts.
Poche, Landry and Breaux on the committee.
Subsequentiy the committes appeared and

06

i conducted to the ehair the Hon. Louis Alfred

Wiltz, who was pregented by the Chairman as
4he President-elect of the Convention,

The Chairman, before vacating tha ohialr,
dalivered the following address -

cool and judidlous eounsels in the formation
of ita opganie law, 1 need scarcel ly say that
1 sbali take the despest Interest in proceed-
{nges upon which so much depends for good or
ovil, {jm grand thit your earnest efforts will
imare to the honor, welfare, happinoss and
prosperity of our [H'{iérlla, Nominations for
the I'I'l%ll{‘.‘llll}' of this Convention are now ln
order,

The Hon, Lionia Alfred WHtz, upontaking
the chalr, detivered the following addross,
Lo wiliz

Gradlemen uf the Convention—For the honor
cotferred upon me by your partial sulrages
I teturt to you my mosk cordial thapks,  In
manking e the prvsiding offleer of this bad
you have ¢onfided to me an important trug
and impose upon e enerots duties. 1 am
fattered by vour eorfidenes, which I hope to
diserye, and T shall tey to falflll as many of
the dutics of this laborious position a8 m
strength and ability may permit.  Even with
your good will and eo-operation, and with all
the Ioeldental ald tendered by comnpetent
officers and adsistants, the task will be difl-
oult; tutany sacriticeof personal comlort the
toll tany demand will be cheerfully made in
the serviceof this hody of representatiye et
#wons, and in that of the peopls whom you
worthily represent.

‘While anxious, we your prasiding oflicer, to
act with sbelet ad Jomparilal justien o owll
respocts aud nboall tirmes, Faostill consclous
that pelther this eager desies, tor present
palos, nor past experience, can Insure ma
agninat errove, for which 1 ask In adyance
{'our enierous indulgenes.  While 1 ehall try
o abide by and obey the wili of the Convens
flom as exprosaed [nLs rales, yoted and resos
lutons, I may ot times ore as to tha trua
interpretation and construction of the
Conveotion's will and acta, In such cades
it will be & kindoess on the part of deles
wates 1o note tha ervors promptly, and
on every questioned or deubtful polnt that
may arise I shall most cheorfully call npon
the Convention for Its good Julgment In the
pretilses, There are corbain palos of deeorum
amrmon to wll deliberative bodles, and io
thelr enforeement [ anticlpats no difflcalty,
They wre meraly the miles of good hreeding
as adapted to thy exiiponeles of such bodles,
and are gpuntaneously practieed atall times,
and by an instinet common to all who com-
bine good will with intelligence.

i this connection let me advise and urgo a
abrict slherencs to the ostablished order of
busitess, Those among the honored  deles

ates around me who heve bad sxporience io
eplslative bodias are woll awaroof Lhe enor-
mious wiste of time that results from babitusl
disregard of the rules of debats, the maxiuns
of parllnmentary Insy and the cistomar
arder In which buglness shoubd bo gonsidered,
Thesa rulas, makims and custgime are all
foundoed on reasongand are matdred by tho
experiones of sucdesslys gonetgtions of law-
miakard, Theviard the concomtrated results
of the wisdom of feenturies ‘nnd are to be
found in all authorktles on pgrilamentary law
and usnge,  They dre embglisd In the eonsti-
tutions and laws titlm dtates, ns woell as In
the ruled of Congreés nnd’ State leglsiatuores.
1 enrnestly recommgnd seonatant and striet
u:mrormll'y tor comm %‘l and aneceptod eustoms,
and ospacinlly to such rules as the Conven-
tlon may establish for ite own guidance, Let
their operation be suspended only In cases of
emergeney, Lot no anxiety or partinlity for
apecial sulijocts idues membars to eall them
L.Il]l oub of their regular order and sucees-
slon,  Thare are no inotions which [ ahall
{nut with more reluctaoce than  notlons
o suapend  your rules, motlons to  take
up business out of its tme and place, and
motions to aselen destgnated business, by
apacinl order, to fixed daya and hours,  Dis-
satigfaction, delay nnd confusion aro the too
common results of these motions,  They are
only proper on extraosdinoary occislons., Per-
mit me, farthermors, to mlvﬂm you todiseard
all partisanship, and to exclude from the de-
liberatlong of this hody sl politleal, son-
tlonal, soelal and ethnical prejudlees. Your
miaslon Is 1o establish a government and {lx
the rules by which it shall be gulded aond
chacked, until the people of the Btate soa fit
to roassume their power and sovarelgoty for
the purposs of delegating it to another Con-
vention. That government must be for the
good of all the people in all sections, of
uil oceupations, of all races, of all ages, of
nll eonditions. Tt musb b broacd, Hiberal nnd
Impartial in ita hearipg. It ought not Lo
have the lonst poreeptible blas in favor of any
avet or party. Thae edifice you are ubout to
hutld should hawe its foundations daeply
grounded 1p justies, and to all ita walls the
dumb oo of impartinlity should be applied,
Lhat they may lean nalther to the right hand
nor Lho left.

At this, the beginning of your proceedings,
I am profoundly fmpressed with the lmport-
unee af the task which we have undertaken,
The sovereign constituents of the common-
wenlth have delegated to us ont of their In-
herent power and soversign  prerogatives
plenary and uniuestioned nuthority to frame
& congtitution which shall be n covenanted
league and pearpetual eompact between each
eitlzen and all othoer éltizens, until the peopla
shall again gea BE to recall their delegated
yowers and form siill another constitution.
Ve, who are faw, beur the awful reaponsi-
l.JlIlLr of all the power which all the peopls of
Louisiana might have and exercies il they
could possibly meot in a single body to frahe
a constitution of government for themaasl ves,
We, who are a few, are authorized o act and
must act in the npme and for the benefit of the

reat inass of the Empln. Outof their orlginal,
ull and Indefeasible power and right of self-
government we arganthorlzed and expected to

rant, in thoir name and on their behalf, sun-
dry elearly designated and strictly defined
functions toeach branch of a threefold agency
of Btate government, by means of a gonstitu-
tlon which shall bo bindiog upon the peopls
and their servants, agents and substitules
until  superseded by another
are  sont  here  to prepare, ordain
establish euch an ageney es will
'pl‘-l"[)(-'.lilla‘.ﬁ the principles of just government
and transmit them to future gencrations; a
gevernment that will lnsure justice to all
classes without denlal, partiality or delay; a
HOVEL ent that will uphold the law, main-
tuin order and preserve the publie peace; a
government thnt will promote public tran-
quillity,and happiness; overnment that
will prevent the abuses of legislation, ward
off the encronchments of external power and
provide for the genernl defense; a govern-
ment that will thwart the tyranny of majori-
ties and prevent hasty, heedless and passion-

shape of oppressive lawa; a government that
will Tortity civil and rellgious liberty, define,
gecurs and perpetuste natural privileges, and
look always to the welfare of the people,

in its power to tax the people, but suthorized
to prevent the oppressive abuse of aggregated
eapital; a government that canencourage in-
hustey,diffuse intelligenee,educate the youths
of all races, secure the publle health against
dmported pestilence and protect alluvial re-
glong Trom floods; a government that will
maintain the right of loeal sell ruls, securs
the freedom and purity of the electoral fran-
¢hise, maintain the barrlers which separato
the several departments, uphold free speech
and a frea press, and forbid the imposition of
turdens upen poslority; a government that
will promote fair trials, malntain the suprem-
acy of law, prevent and punish erime, ?rowtft
the unfortunete against the rapacity of cred-
itors, preserve inviolable the obllgation of
contracts and provent encroachment upon the
rights of the Ktate from external violenee; a
government, i short, worthy of a free, hon-
est and intelligant people, who love and obey
the law and whe respeet authority, but who
love honor and kberty above all other tem-

vl gitts that ewine from the hand of the

Sternal Ruler amoeng the nations,

In your deliberstions upon the waye and
means by which the State government is to
bo earried on, and in fixlng o just and neces-
sary lLimit to the rate of taxation, it must
always be first considerad that the people of

slentlemen of the Cimrention—As Exe 7
of the State, the law bae made [t my dfl%g;g !
preeide over this body wntil it shall have oloe- |
ted a permanent presiding officer.  That
apeciel and sineie duty performed, my rela-
fions with this Cenvention will terminate, B+
would be manifestly imiproper for me unider
such cireumstances to refer, even Indirectly, |
to any of the subjects which will have to e !
exa,m{nﬂd and terminated by you. I con- |
ratulate the State and yoursclves that you |
iave been selected at a period of complete
political quiet, and that yvou will bring to |
your deliberations minds free from partisan |
excitement.

and difficult questions to dispose of than
will he presented for your consideration,

the State muost suppert three distine gov-
ernments--the home government of the par-
izhes, cities and munidpalities, the govern-
ment of the State proper, and the more ex-
pensive government of the United States. In
fixing the marimum limit it muost be deler-
mined, not whether property will bear that
rate, bul whether it will bear three or mors
iimes that rate, i
For the reason that the duties of the chair
will preclude me from participation in gen-
eral debate, I now ask your indulgence while
I present a few brietf sugeestions for which I
may fiiid no other suitable opportunity. Let
me admonish you at the outset that it will be

No conventfon has ever had more serious | wholly inipossible for this Convention to ful-

il the to sapnguine expectations of a large

| , | portion of the people whom you have under-
and cerlainly no State ever wore needed ' taken to represent, Iftheinstrument of gov-

compact, |

ate public sentlment frotn assuming the |

A% it highest alm; a government Hmited |

ernment which you are empowered to frame
shoulil prove tohe as nearly perfoct as ever
coane from the hands of assembled patrlots,
there are thousande who will believe or pra-
tend thit 16 has consplenous defeots, 1f all
the f'l'ﬂ"lﬁilmll of your new constitullon: are
whaolcaomae and W[Ht', Ha just hurmony nod
oonslstency Ia preserved i all its paets, i ita
declurations embody all the cherished maxis
and principles of political selenes, if {1 i wise-
ly eontrived to seeure safe nnd sulliclent jgoy-
ernment 4l the lowest possible cost to tax-
payerd, i it contlues leglsintion strictly to
'L"jl-"".’l""' sphiere, It It surrounds exooutlyve
and judiclal traets with ample and ap-
!lmrﬂ' abo goards and restrictions, 16 ens
rotiles mli Bhe exeellenes of mmodarn constit-
ttons without thele defocts, still i wil not es-
enpn the censure and crllicism of ehronic
fault finders; nor sntisfy the uneeasonabilos de-
mand of m.:l{.n.l.m'a, nor mest the viln hopes
of that nuroerous elass of citizeng who habil-
ually loolk to leglelation tor o remedy Tor all
that {8 defoctlve in the soelal aystem. It 1s
in vidn to remind them that Btate constity-
tiong eannot heal the wounds of wiar nor re-
pdr tho ravasres of peatllance, nor make good
tha fosaes by Hees and floots, or uproot the
prejudices of enemive, oor stay the progress
of commervelad revalslons, nor ereate o apirll
of thritt sod  enterprise, nor change  the
rooted habita and heveditpry customed of the
people,  They will atili look to the framers of
onnstitutions and the makers of laws for the
fruits which enn come only from tomperance,
Industrey, entecprige, frugality, forethought
angd econony.

Bul, whils you sre linble to eensures from
the prejudiced and ignotant, the more ratlofi
classes will expect no micacles st your hanls,
nor ook to lnw-monkors for & magleal cure for
the evlie which inhers In all communitlos and
pervads every commonweailth. You may be
warurnd thal such classes will approve, ap-

weeciate anl upplaud all that you may soe it
{n do i a epivit of devotion to the wellare of
the State.

We aa ropresentatives with plenary author-
Ity and with power delegnted disectly from
tha people, who are the lountain head of all
lnw and government, muet take good care
that we Lmpert to the new agency of ths
peopls no powers ot stelebly teedud to eon-
stitute an elliclent. government, To this end
It bocomes us to revert to the action of for-
mer Conventions In thls Bfate and In other
States, and especially to those Conventions
which rose up from the hosom of the revolu-
tonary commonwealthe Whose lihertles were
then newly won by blogdy sacrifice. Lot us
note what  Aafegunndd they ralsed In o
femae of politleal lthertly, how janlcusly they
defonded” the sovereignty of the people,
and how dgeply donrly  thay cher-
Ishod the independeges of the Btate,  Let
g turn b thes prosnt constitutlion of New
Hampshive, mpw al@most, elghty-seven yeurs
old, and over Be bUE of rlghts, inowhlch it s
naserted that the pgople of New Hampshire
“have the sole gud@xclaslve right of govorn-
Ing thouisolves s ee, soverelgn and fndes
pendent, State, gnd do and forever hereafler
shuall oxerolse :mif anjo r-.vurr power, furls-
dicticn and vight pertaining therolo, which s
not or may not herenfter be by them expross-
ly delegated to the United States ol Americs
In Congresa ageembled,”  Let us learn ancw
franm that yenerablo and stlll vital Instrament
that all power resides originally In the peo-
ple, and I8 devived only from them ; that “all
maygiateates and oflicers of government are
their substitutes and agonta, and at nll tmes
accountable: to them;” that “the doctrine of
non-reslstanes agninst m-t-l?.:‘m‘ly s.ﬂ)w--r il
oppreasion g absard, slavish and destrocetive
of the good and  happinese of oankind,'” gaod
that the inhabilants of a Blate “are not con-
trollable by any other laws than those o
whilch they or thelr ropresentative body hayve
Rlvon thelr congent.”

Turning then to the conatitutlon of Masaa-
chusetta, fet us hesd the teachings of a doeu-
ment ordatned before the elose of tho wir of
the revolution, and still the fundamental Inw
of the land, Nearly a century ago the patriot
atatesmen of that revered commonwealth as-
sarted Lhelr righte and gave forth solemn
decturations, which 1 hold as worthy of being
rocited here and of being remembered as often
as freemon may nesernble to Trame or revise n
eonatitution of State government. They sald ¢
*“T'he and of the institution, maintenunce and
asdministration of governmant 1s to secura the
existence of tha body-polltie, to protect 1t, to
fisrnish the Individunls who compose it with
the power of enj!_:}'lmfc In sufety and tran-
uiliity thelir natural rights and the biessings
of life: and whenever theas great objocts are
not ohtained thoe punf;lu have o right to dlter
the government, and to take messures neces-
sary tor their safety, prosperity and happi-
NEsA,

“The hody politie ta formed by a voluntary
assoclation of individuls; it is a soctal eom-
pact by which the whole people covenants
with each eitizen, und each cltlzen with the
whale people, that all shall be governed by
cartain laws for the common |.f:x.xl. Itls the
duty of the people, therefore, in framicg the
econstitution of government, to provide for an
equitable mode of making lnws, s woell ag for
an impirtial Interpretation and faithtul exe-
cution of themn; that every man may at all
times ficd his security in them,

“We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts,
aeknowledging with grateful hearts the good-
neks of the great Leglstator of the Universa
tn affording us in the course of His Provi-
denes an opportunlty, dellberntely and pence-
ably, without fraud, violence or surprise, of
entering into an orlginal, explicit and solemn
compact with each other and of forming a
new constitution of ¢ivil government for our-
selves and posterity, and devoutly im {:Iorl ng
his direction in eo interesting a design, do
agrea upon, ordain and establish the folow-
ing declarations of rights sod frame of gov-
ermment as the constitution of the common-
wenlth of Masapchusoetts.

“I'lin people nlone have sn loconteatitle, in-
alienable and Indefepsible right to lnstitute
government, and to reform, alter or totally
chuoge the sarme when thelr proteetion, safe-
ty, profperity and happiness require it,

"'j.‘hu people of this commonwealth are not
eontrolluble by any other laws than those to
which thelr constitutional representative
body have given their consent.,”

Turnimg thenee to the orlginal constitution
of New York, wa read

*“This Convention, in the name and by the
authorit{y of the good people of this State,
doth ordain, determine and declare that no
authority shall, on any pretence whatever, be
excercised over the people or members of this
Htate but such as shall bederived from and
granted by them.”

Turnlng thenee to theoriginal constitufions
af Penneylvanin and other old States we tind
in all of them similar declarations, sach State
{ cluimipg for Iteel! that no authority could be
or ought to ba exercised over thelr cltizens
“exeept sueh as I8 or shall be derived from an
gmnbd’ by them,” under “any pretext what-
soever,”

These declarations, retained In the modern
constitutions of many of the older States,
have lost none of their deep signiucance.
They teach us how to estimate the value of

state independence and State sovereignty as
the strong fortress of political liberty, and st
the same time the only sure guarantee of a
stable union of our States, These ancestral
assertions will never be without their good
effect whenever and wherever the free people
of a free State are assembled to frame a gov-
ernment,

These utteranees were made by men who
knew what ]il}l!l‘l{ had cost to win and how
vitally tmportant it was to guard a treasure
a0 “sacred and glorious.” They felt that it
was necesaary to remember at all thmes “that
the power of enactment and that of repeal are
commensurate.” They believed, with Samuel
Adams, that “the eovereign authority belon.-
ing to the several Htates is the paliadium of
the private and personal rights of the citi-
zens.”  They believed, "with James Wilaon,
Pennsylvanin's venerated statesman, that
“the supreme, abeoluts and uncontrollable
power is in the people before they make a
constitution, and remaing in them after it is
made,”

We hear it said that this Convention will be
the graveyard of politieal aspirations. I re-
#ard this as a bughear which could have ter-
rors only for those who wateh the changes in
popular tavor and caprice. For just and hon-
orable men, who aet here for their falr-mind-
ed and infelligent neighbors, it kas no more
significance or alarm than a hobgoblin of the
nursery. AS just men and lovers of justice,
you come here to promaota and establish it by
the best means and methods that your joint
wisdom, experience and labor can find out
and put in praetice; and when you have done
this, all just men among your sovereign con-
stituents will render thanks for your goued
and faithful service, As gentlemen and lov-
ers of honor, you cone here to act out the he-
hests of that noble virtue by honorable deal-

§

Ing with all who may be affected by your new
gopstitution, and by malotaining the honor
and falr fame of our cherished Btate; and for
this, too, your noighbors will appland ?'uu.
You are smnt hers [‘){ fros men who love Hber-
ty and revere the [natitutions by which It 1s
mulntalned ) who teust In your own affectlon
for thal great boon, and who belleve
that %'nu will  fortify its  posses-
slun Wy aver practicable fmeans
that you ean devies, If yon thuas falfil
the destros of those swho  have elobheld you
with delegated powers and pub o practios
your well known priveiples, the free cltl
o whom  you  ropresent  amist  indorss
ol gpprove  your course.  For men who
thus come In the e of ety fonor and
gualive, with clean hands and troe hearts, to
il up the fabrle of Btats government for
themeelves no less than for the eitizens who
ment thom, thers ean surely be nothing to ap-
prehend,  Pablle opinion hag no lerrora for
mwn whe are wise epotigh o Lkoow what [s
rlght and brave enough to doit, 1 the work
which wo huve to do s open to the criticlsm
of our constituonts, It A4 also n}wn 1o the ap-
proval and commendation of all the astates-
man of the Republic, When we have made
for Lioulslana the best conatitutlon in our

wer to deviae, wo may safely walt for
A Lo rendor jusl, Judgrnent apon onr aetion
Lt tist Uhiorotoro “ e jual and fear not!

My, White moved that 5000 coples of the
address of the President of the Conventlon
By printed for elrenlation iy the prioter of
the Convention, when alocted,

On motlon of Mr. Forman, Mr. Whito's
motion was ordered to Ha on the table suhject
toaall,

On maotlon of Mr, 8tille, the Cofivention
proeseded to tha election of 1ts Seogétary, and
he nominated for that position Mr, Willinm
H. Hurrls, 3

Mr. Allaln nomlnabed E\“[r.:_'.*-". H. Dink-
grave, and on a call of the rgﬁ the followiog
was tho regult of the vote, §o-wit:

Hon, L, A. Wiltz, Prostdent, and Mossrs,
Angustin, Bagldn, Ball, I;ﬁmvnnu, Blanehard,
Bolton, Breauy, Broon, ?rlr.lm}r, Brian, Bul-
wger, Bulow, Barton, I;g('m-‘ Caffrey, Chatfe,

i
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Uhinpelta, Clatborne, olline, Colvin, Cun-
ningham, Dayenport, davidaon of Claiborne,
Davia, Denia, Dillard Hasteriy, Kd wards, s
tooinal, Faullk, Favfot, Forman, Gasking,
Gieorge, (irned, Govwers, Guoeringer, Havard,
Henry of Camgrong Henry of Natchitoches,
Horron, Howell, J8stremaksl, Jenking, Jof-
frion, Kelly, Kegp, Kennedy, Kernochan,
Kidd, King, Kirkiian, Kooblock, Lagan, Li-
nanx, Land, Leske, LeGavdewr, Long, Lotl,
Faeleett, Lvona, Marks, Millard, Morsland,
Maore of Latourche, Moors of 8t Landry,
Munday, McConnell, MetHoln, Natt, Ogden,
(Hivier, O, Parlinge, Phelpa, Poche, Ponder,
Tteid, Richardgon, Robortson, Holl, Bemrmios,
Stmon, Brith of Tackeon, Stags, SLie, Stone,
Stringlellow, Buatherling Thompson, Todd,
Vanes, Webh, Wells, White, Willinma of
Grant, and Young of Fasl Baton Rouge
yotad for Mr. Willlam H. Harris,

Mogsra. Allain, Babeock, Deoham, Boba,
Bourgreols,  Cahen,  Davidsen of  Iherville,
Denag, Dickerson, Fortelien, Gardner, Gla,
Chrtmes, Hough, Landry, Loan, Mathews,
Mants, Nogues, Pardee, Boach, Smith of 8t.
Muary, Btamps, Btesle, Blevenson, Btroviek,
Warmoth, Willlnms of Grant, and Young of
Coneordia voted for Me. W. H. DInkgrave,

And Mr. Pinchbaek voled blank.

RECAFPITULATION,
For Mr, William H., Harrls, ... ...
For Mr. W, H, Dinkgrave i

Total number

Mr, Willinm H. Harrls, having recelved n
majority of the votes cast, was declared by
the President to be duly elected Secrotary of
the Conventlon,

Mr. Robertson submitted the followlog res-
olution

Reaotved, That a committes of five, of which
the President of this Convention shall be es
afficio chalrman, ba nppointed to conslier nnd
report rules Tor the government of this Con-
vention, and that until this committes report.
that the roles of the Seante at its Inst session
be adopted ps Lhe rules of this Convention,

On motlon of Mr. Kally, Mr. Robertson's
regolution was  amended Ly striking out
therefrom In the geventh line the word *‘Sen-
ate,” and Inserting In leu thereof the worda
“House of Representatives.”

On motion of Mr. Estoplnal, Mr. Tlobertaon's
resolution was further amendad by striking
out therefrom in the firet line the word “fye”
and {paerting In leu thereol the word “oine.”

And the resolution as amended was
adopted,

Mr. Munday subunitted the following reso-
lution:

leupdved, That the members of the Con-
vention retive to the loihy, and that the See-
rekary place the number of senatorinl dis-
tricts in A hat, aod as the miarnbers are drawn
out the delegation from tne district deawn
shall come In and select seats contlguous,

On motion of Mr. Herron, Mr. Munday's

regolution was amended by striking out in

i the sedond Moe thereof the words, ‘retice to
| the lobby and.”
! And the resolution
tadopted. i
i Onmotlon of Mr. Munday the Hon A, B.
| George, Senatorlal Delogate from the Scécond
E Benatorlal Distriel, was allowed to gelect hils
| eat on aceount of lnficmity, and on a similar
i motion the Hon. 1. B. Stille, Benatorial ele-
| gate from the Nineteenth Senatorial Distriet,
| wag allowed to seleet his geat on account of
old age.

The (k;nvﬂ-l:tiul.l then took a recess to factl-
Hate the selectlon of seats, and as goon as the
arrangement of seats was completed the Con-
{ vention was again called to order,

Mr. Poche submitted the following resolu-
tion:

fieaclved, That a committes of five be ap-
polated by the Chair to determing and re-
port to the Convention the number and dizspo-
sition of the committees necessary to the
transaction of business in this Convention.

On motion of Mr. Chiapella, Mr. Poche's
resolution was amended by striking out in
the first line thereof the word “fHive” and in-
gerting In Heu thereof the word “nine.”

On motion of Mr. White, Mr. Poche’s reso-
lutlon was further amended by adding at the
close thereof the following words, to wit:
“And that the President of the Convention be
er officio the chalrman of sald committec.”

And the resolution, as amended, was
adopted.

Mr. Mc(Gloin submitted the following reso- |
lution, which was ordered to lie over under the
rules:

Resoleed, That all astrapgers, exeept the
general officers of the State, be excluded from
the floor of the Convention, except upon cards
of invitation; that each member have the

tivilegoe of loviting one stranger; that the
8hair have the privilege of twenty tickets,
not more than ten of which ghall i8sue to res-
idents of the city; that tickets of invitation |
shall expire flve days from their date. i

Eesolped, furthey, Thab the President may
igsaue special cards for members of the press.

The President laid before the Convention
several cominunications from the Secretary |
of State, which were read ani ordered to lie
over under the rules.

1. On transmitting documents relative to
the contest of H.J. Rivet, Eaq., of the city
of New Orleans, of the seatof the Hon. J. N.
Augustin, Representative Delegate elect from
the Fifth Representative District of the city
of New Orleans.

ag amended  was

1]

the contest of Hon, J. W, Mo
parlsh of East Careoll, ofd

the contest of P. J. Kennedy, Eaq,of the
purish of Jelferson, of the sent of the Hon.
Leonnrd  Rosch, Representative Delsguto

lect from the sald parish of Jeflgrson,

4 On transmittiog decumends relatlye to
omery, of tha

ithe sont of the

Hon, (oo, (. Benhom, Ragresentative Dolo~

gato elect from the pariehi! Carroll,

Mr. MeGHoln submittsd to thy Conventlon

the petition of Pr. O, I Tehault and James
Nugent, Esq, of tha 3“' of New Orieang,

dndrning the eeats of 9 Hom. dJahn Phelps
wd Jumes MeConfell, Bopresentatlve Dolos

entes elect from the Fenth Repreaontative

Distriet of the elty of New Orleans, accom-

panted by petitlons fromghha gqualitied electors

of andd district, which wero ordored to He

over ander the rales,

On motlon of Mr, Lyona, tha Conventlon

adjourned untll to-morrow al i o'clock a, m.

WILL, A HTRONG,
Hooretary of State,

Kecnnd tlnr?- Procesdings,
Nmw Onneass, April 22, 1870,
The Conventlon met nt 11 o'clock a, m., the
Hon. Louis A, Wiltz, Pregident, In the chalr,
atwl the followlng membars prosent, to wit:
o Allatn, T, T., Iberville,
Babeock, A, €., 8L John the Baptlat,
Baslkin, J.4), Frauklin,
Blanehard, N, €., Caddo,
Bolton, G. W, apides,
Breaux, (0 A, Orleans, Filth Senatorlal
DMetrick.
Breen, H,, Orleans, ."I.‘welrt.ldjit:prmﬂ,ututlv!)
Distriot,
Bridgoer, KR, 1, Caldwaell,
Brinn, 8. M., Winn.
Bulger, ¥. 4.7 Ovleans, Fourth Senatorial
District,
Bulow, H., Assutnption,
DBurton, W., ¥t Landry. S
Caffrey, 1., 8t Mucy, Penth Benatorial Dig-
trict.
Cahen, M., Assamption, Ninth Heastorial
Lstrlet,
Caray, 'T. D, Ovleang, Elevonth Hepresen-
tative Diatrict,
Maiborne, B, L, Poloks Coupes, Thirteenth
Henatorlal Districk.
Colvln, T, 1., Lincoln,
Cunningham, M. J., Natchitoches, Nioee
teonth Henatorinl District.
Davenport, . C., Morehousa,
Davidaom, J, T., Clalborna,
Davidson, J. 8, Ibervilla,
Davls, J, ., Yernon,
Demas, H., Bk John the Baptiat, Beventh
Honatorial Disteict,
Denls, §. €., Ocleans, Fourth Doeprosenta-
tive District.
Dickergon, V., St James,
Dillerd, I3 F., Uolon,
Easterly, 4. B, Livingston, Seventsenth
Henatorial District, 2
Pdwards, N. 5., Tangipahon.
Tilam, 8. L, Catahouls,
IEatoplnal, A, St Bernard.
Faulk, ., Ouachita.
Favrot, H. M., West Baton Houga,
Fontelleu, T., Therin.
Gardner, B, Assumption,
Gasking, (. L., Liocoln, Twenty-second
Senatorial District.
Gioorge, A, Ik, Webater, Twonly-first Hena-
torial District,
Girard, M. E,, Lalayetto,
Gowers, . 4., Livingaton,
Girlraes, H., Linfourehe,
Gueriager, E. 4., Ocleans, Fifth Repregenta-
tive District.
Havard, L. 8., 8t, Dandry.
Henry, 8. I*,, Cameron.
Henry, J., Natchitoches,
Herron, A. 5., East Baton Rouge, Bixteenth
Senatorial Distrlet,
Hough, W, H., Concordla, Twenty-slxth
Henatorial Distriet.
Howell, H., Orleans, First Senatorlal Dis-
Lrict. p
Jastromski, L, East Baton Rouge,
Jenkine, B, F., Delato.
doflrion, K., Avoyelles.
Kemp, D, 5t Halens, &
Kennedy, J.4Orleans, Sogond Representas
thve Districts 1§ i
Kernochan, I, P, Plag
torial Diatrict, 7
Kidd, E. E., Jagkaon., =
King, F. R., Vermillion,
Kirkman, W. Hj Caldislen, Tenth Senato-
rial District, ) |
Knoblock, O, Lalpure
District,
Liagan, M. .,
tive Distriet. s
Lansux, P, Orleans,
tlve Distriet.
Land, T, T., Caddo,
Landry, P., Ascension,
Leake, W. W., West Faliclana.
Letardsur, Jr., G., Orleans, Second Senato-
rial District.
Luckett, i, L, Rapldes,
Lyons, T. B., East Feliclana, Fifteenth
Senatorial District.
Marks, F., Orleans, First Representative
Distriet,
Mathews, J. 5., Tenzas.
Mentz, E. B, 5t Mary.
Millard, F. M., 5t. Landry.
Moreland, W. F., Claiborne,
Moore, J. Ib., Lafourche,
Moare, J, M., 8t. Landry, Twellth Benato-
rial Distriet.
Munday, G. W., East Felleiana. :
McGloin, F., Orleans, Thirteenth Repre-
gentative Distriet.
Nutt, L. M., Caddo, Tgrr‘.ntif:lh Senatorial
- Distriet.
Ogden, H. W., Bossier.
Ott, C. D., Washlogton.
Parlange, C., Pointe Coupes,
Phelps, J., Orleans, Tenth Representative
District.
Poche, F. P, 5t. James, Elghth Senatorial
District.
Ponder, W. A, Natehitoches,
Reld, D. J., Calcasieu,
Richardeon, R. W, Ouachita, Twenty-third
Senatorial Distriet.
Robertson, W, A, §t. Landry, Twelfth Sens
atorial District.
Belf, D. W., Sabine.
Simon, E., 8t. Martin, Eleventh Benatorial
District, |
Smith, N. W., Jackson, Twenty-third SBenge
torial Distciet.
Bmith, W. B., 8t. Mary,
Btage, P., Bt. Landry.
Btamps, T, B, Orleans, Four
sentative District,
Stesle, H. K., Tensas,
Stevenson, J. A, Iberville,
Btewart, J., Terrehonne,
Stllle, K. ., Babine, Nineteenth Senatoria}
District.
Strovick, A., St. Martin.
Butherlin, E. W., DeSato,
Thompson, J. M., Bt, Tammanv,

ug‘m!nm, First Senas

-
fir, Ninth Benatorial
=

Orfmag Second Representas

%fm:nth Representa-
¥

toe

nth Repfos

2, On transmitting documents relative to
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