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It rmemlem14l, that on this day, the
ty-irstday of the month of April, In the
of our Lord one thousand eight hunodred
seIp ty-nine, and of the Indlependence of

United States of America the one hundred
third year, in pursuance of the provislons

att of the eneral Asseombly of the
of Louislana, No. 8, cntitled •'An act tA
e for a Convention to frame a new Con-

-ion of the State of Louisiana, and
an appropriation to pay the expeon•e

same," approved Jlanuary 2:1, 1s71, tihe
te- from the several senatorial dis-
and parishes (of this State and the rep-

tative districts of the city of New Or-
O 

have met this day, at 12 o'clock 
m., in

hall of the House of Representatives of
State, in the State-Hlouse, at the city of
Orleans, and were calied to order by his

enocy Franci T. Nicholls, Governor of

ltate of Louisiana, and by law presiding
r ef the Convention, who directed the
Will. A. Strong, Secretary of State, to

the roll of the Convention, when it ap-
that the following named delegates ap-

and answered to their names as repro-
3a the hereinafter senatorial distrilot
parishes and representative districts of

4ty of Now Orleans, to wit:
sENATOR(lIAL DITRTHI((r4.

District, composed of the eighth and
wards of the city of New Orleans and
parishes of St. Bernard and Plaquo-

.--Messrs. henry 1'. Kornochan and
rd Howell.
d District, composed of the fourth,

b, silth and seventh wards of tho city of
rW Orleans-Messrs. GuHsto LcO(ardeur,
Sand A~M~nryChiapella. :
fhbird District, compose•sf te til thir ward

the city of New Orles- Mr. Thomas J.inmes.
fourth 1)lstrict, ,om sed of thesecond and

lentlh wards of th cty of New Orleanstht bank of thoe lish of Orleans)- -Mr.

ank J. Bulgerid:fifth 1istrictco pos5l. of the first and

Awh wards of th4IclY of Now Orleans- Mr.

ttave A. IreauA
xth District, c(dpuosed of the ,deventh,

.iith, thirteenth, fourte',nth, sixteeonth and
•kteenth wards of the city of New Or-
a-Messrs. Don A. Parh•te and hBenjamin

Forman.
Iventh District, composed of the parishes
iefferson, St. Charles and St. John the
Opt- Mr. IHenry Denims.
Ighth District, composed of the parishes

St. James and Ascension-- Mr. Felix P.
Sbe.
Blth District, composed of the parishes of
rrehonne, Lafourche and Assumption--
ears. Clay Knobhock and Mayer Cahen.

anth District, composed of the parishes of
Mary, Vermillion, Cameron and Cal-deu-Messrs. I)onelson, Caffrey, and WIl-
a H. Kirkman.

lieventh District, composed of thoe parishes

St. Martin, Iberia and Lafayette-Mr.
ward Simon.

Sfth Distrihct, composed of the parish of_
andry-Messre. Joseph Moore and Wil-
h A. Robertson.
-irtcenth District. composeld of the par-
l of Avoyelles and losinto Coupee-Mr. F.
Olaiborne.
_urteenth District, composed of the par-
bof Iberville and West Baton Rouge--Mr.

hophile T. All !j.
ifteenth 1)lt, composed of the parishes
Bast and' l claln--M r. Thomas B.

ilbteenth • composed of the parish
Iset Bat ug ..l. Andrew S. Herron.
@entmeent atri•~0 Oltnposed of the par-
eA of St. 1!Ilena tivitgeston, Tanglpahoa,
ihington and St. Tammany-Mr. John B.

terly.

hteenth District, composed of the par-
of Rapides audVernon-Mr. James G.

te.
eteenth DiLtrlct, composed of the par-
of Natchitoches, Sabinl, DeSoto and
Iver--Msers. M. J. Cunningham and

.8tilllo.
tieth Distrk t, composed of the parish

do--Mr. L. M. Nutt.
ty-flrst District, composed of the par-

of Bossier, Webster, Bieaville and Clal-
Messrs. A. B, George and J. C. Vance.
y-second District, composed of the

ee of Union, Morehouse, Lincoln and
Carroll -Messrs. Robert E. Todd and G.

sakiis.
pnty-Third District, composed of the
es of Ouachita, Richland, Caldwell,
lun and Jackson-Messrs. R. Willis

rdson and N. W. Smith.
enty-Afth District, composc'l of the
hes of East Carroll and Madison--Mr.
ues A. -la.

ty-sirth District, composec: of the
he of Tensas and Concordia- Mr. Wade
gh.

PARISH E.
ion-Mr. Pierre Landry.
ption- Messrs. Blvian Gaimdnur and
Bulow.

yoelIes-Messrs. E. J. Joffrion aud A.

t Baton Rouge-Messrs. RIolt T.
and Leon JastremskL

t Baton Rouge-Mr. Henry M. Far rot.
ville--Mr. J. P. Webb.
ier-Mr. Henry W. Ogden.

do-Messrs. T. T. Land aun N. C.
hard.

seu-Mr. Daxid J. Reid.
well-Mr. R. D. Bridger.
eron-Mr. S. P. Henry.
Carroll-Mr. George C. Benham.

tCarroll-Mr. Hliram R. Lott.
ore-Messrs. William F. Moreland

.T. I)avidson.
oordia-Mr. David Young.

Messrs. B. F. Jenkins and E. W.
rlin.
t Feliciana-Messrs. George W. Mun-
d J. H. Stone.
Feliciana-Mr. W. W. Leake.
lin-Mr. J. C. Baskin.

t-Mr. R. B. Williams.
Mr. Theodore Fontelieu.

le-Messrs. J. C. Davidson and John
vson.
n-Mr. E. E. Kidd.

eson-Mr. Leonard Roach.
yette-Mr. Michel E. Girard.
urche-Messrs. Isaiah D. Moore and
Grimes.

Lincoln-Mr. T. R. Colvin.
Livingston-Mr. Leonard Z. Gowers.
Madison--Messrs. P. B. S. Pinchback and

M. G. Robe.
Morehouseo-Mr. C. C. Davenport.
Natchltoches-Messrs. W. A. Ponder and

Joseph Henry.
Orleans, First Representative District-

Mr. Ferdinand Marks.
Orleans, ecotnd tnproesntative District--

Messrs. Mathew 1). Lagan and John Ken-
nedy.

Orleans, Third Representative District
Messrs. Charles Byrne, W. A. Bell and W. J.
Kelly.

Orleans, Fourth Representative District--

Mr. Jules C. Dents.
Orleans, Fifth Representative District-

Messrs. E. J. Gouringer and J. N. Augustin.
Orleans, Slxth l epreasntativo District- Mr.

W. A. Blonvenu.
Orleans, Hoventh Representative District-

Mtesrs. Pl'rre Lananx and Victor Olivier.
Orleans, Eighth r•epresontative Dlstrlot-

Mr. Webster Long.
Orleans, Ninth Representative District--

Me'ssrs. Louis Alfred Wilta and Josoph Col-
lins.

Orleans, Tenth lepresentative Distriot-
MesArs. John Phelps and James MoOonuell.

Orleans, Elnventh Representative )Distriot-
-

Messrs. John Chaffe and Thomas D. Carey.
Orleans, Twelfth Representative District-

Mr. Hugh Broon.
Orleans, Thirteenth Representative Die-

trhet -Mr. Frank Mc(loln.
Orleans, Fourteenth Representative Die-

trot- --Mr. 1. B. Stamps.
Orleans, Fifteenth Representative Die-

trtet--Mr. W, F. Loan.
Ouachlta--Mr. Dalld Faulk.
Plaquornines-Mr. Henry C. Warmoth.
Polute Coupol-Mr. Charles Parlangn.
Rapidea-Mosers. G. W. Bolton and Robert

L. Luckett.
iRed River-Mr. H. C. Stringfollow.
Riehland r Mr. 11. P. Wells.
Sabine--M r. D. W. Self.
St. Bernardl - Mr. A Ibrt Estopinal.
it. Charles---Mr. C. A. Bourgeois.
St. lledna---Mr. Dempsey EK p.
St. James-Mr. Vincent D erson.

t. ,John the Baptist--Mr .. .Babcock.
St. Landry- Messrs. EJ . MIllard, L. S.

Hwivard, Walthall Burt and Paulin Stagg.
St. Martin-- Mr. Alex der Strovick.
tit. Mary Messrs. 11. Mentz and W. B.

S-mith.
St. Tamma -- Mr M . M. Thompson.
Tangipahoa~rMr. . . Edwards.
T'ensns--Meors.. ames S. MatIhes and

Hiram t. Steeh. •
Terreboune-- Mcesis. JEnos Williams and

Jordan Stewart.
Union--- Mr. F. F. Illlard.
Vertulllion---Mr. F. t. King.
Vernon- -Mr. ,John 0. Davis.
Washington -Mr. C. D. Ott.
Wlnn---Mr. S. M. Brian.

BECAI'ITULATION.
S natorial Delegates ....................... 85
R oepresoutative Delegates .................. i9

Total ................................. .1:31
One hundred and thirty-one members of

the Convention answering to their names,
constituting a quorum of the Convention.

The proctllngs were opened with prayers,
offered by 1Rev. John Plercival, of the Episco-
pal Church.

On motion of Mr. Stllle, the Convention pro-
ceeded to the election of its President, and he
.nominated for that position the lion. Louis
Alfred Wiltz, Representative Delegate from
the Ninth Representative District of the par-
ish of Orleans.

Mr. Allain nominated the Hon. Pierr' Lan-
rdry, Representative l)el4gate from the p:ar-
ish of Ascenslon.

There being no other nominations, the Con-
vention prooretld to the election, and on a
call of the roll the following was the result of
the vote,,to wit:

Messrs. Augustin, Babcock, Baskin, Bell,
Bienvenu, Blanchard, Bolton, Breaux, Breen,
Bridger, Brian, Bulger, Bulow, Burton,
Byrne, Caffrey, Carey, Chalfe, Chlapolla,
Claiborne, Collins, Colvin, Cunningham, Da-
venport, Dlavidson of Claiborne, Davis, De-
mas, Denis, Dillard, Easterly, Edwards,.Es-
topinal, Faulk, Favtot, Fontelleu, Forman,
Gardner, Gaskins, George, Girard, Gowers,
Gueringer, Havard, Henry of Cameron,
Henry of Natchitoches, Herron, Howell, Jas-
tremskl, Jenkins, JofYfron, Kelly, Kemp, Ken-
nedy, ,Kernochan, Kidd, King, Kirkman,
Knoblock, Lagan, Lanaux, Land, Landry,
Leake, LeGardour, Long, Lott, Luckett,
Lyons, Marks, Millard, Moreland, Moore of
Lafourche, Moore of St. Landry, Munday,
McConnell, McGloin, Nutt, Ogden, Olivier,
Ott, Pariange, Phelps, Poche, Ponder, Reid,
Richardson, Robertson, Self, Semmes, Simon,
Smith of Jackson, Stagg, Stllle, Stone, String-
fellow, Butherlin, Thompson, Todd, Vance,
Webb, Wells, White, Williams of Grant and
Young of East Baton Rouge voted for the
Hon. Louis Alfred Wiltz.

Messrs. Allain, Benham, Bobe, Bourgeois.
Cahen, Davidson of Iberville, Dickerson, Gla,
Grimes, Hough, Loan, Mathews, Mentz,
Noguez, Pardee, Pinchback, Roach, Smith of
St. Mary, Stamps, Steele, Stevenson, Stew-
art, Strovick, Warmoth, Williams of Terre-
bonne, Wiltz, and Young of Concordia voted
for the Hon. Plerre Landry.

RBECAPITULATION.
For the Hon. Louis Alfred Wiltz.......... 104
For the lion. Pierre Landry ............ 27

Total number of votes cast........... 131
The lion. Louis Alfred Wiltz, having re-

ceived a majority of the votes cast, was de-
clared duly elected President of the Conven-
tion.

And on motion of Mr. Allain the election of
the Hon. Louis Alfred Wiltz, as President of
the Con vention, was made unanimous.

On motion of Mr. Poche, a ,committee of
three members was appointed by the Chair
to inform the Hion. Louis Alfred Wiltz of his
election as l'rteident of the Convention.

Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs.
Poche, Landry and Breaux on the committee.

Subsequently the committee appeared and
conducted to the chair the Hon. Louis Alfred
Wiltz, who was presented by the Chairman as
the President-elect of the Convention.

The Chairmnan, before vacating the chair,
delivered the following address:

<centlemen ofj the (~menodioea-As Executive
of the State, ttie law has made it my duty to
preside over this body until it shall have elc-
ted a permanent presiding officer. .That
special and single duty periormed, my rela-
t•ons with this Conventimn will terminate. it
would be manifestly improper for me under
such ciaeumstUmcees to refer, even indirectly,
to any of the subjects which will have to be
examined and terminated by you. I con-
gratulate the State and yourselves that you
have been selected at a period of complete
political quiet, and that you will bring to
your deliberations minds free from partisan
excitement.

No convention has ever had more serious
and difficult questions to dispose of than
will be presented for your consideration,
and certainly no State ever more needed

cool and judicious counsels In the lormation
of its orgarnie law. I need soarcely say that
I shal take the deeDpost interel't in proooed-
ings upon which so ITuch depenis for gtsoo or
evil. God grant that your earnest efforts will
Inullr to the honor, welfare happiness and
lrotmsperty of our pnoolo,. Nominatlons for

the Presllrency of this (onvention are now in
order.

The Hlon. louls Alfred Wilt., upontakling
the chair, dellvore.l the following address,

to wit:
(hnllemen of the (yrnt,,rlion, -For the honor

confIrrll od upon I11 by your partial sHlli'agli'5
1 return tor you mily rloost cordial thalnks. In
mlaking 1t14 tihe prslding oIllinr of this Iody
you have conllfidd t) me an ilmorlrlalnlt trutit
and Ilmpose 4upon me onerolus dultii . I amr
Ilattred I y your et iur ideuce, which 1. hope to
deserve, and l'l stll try to hfulfil l a manyo!'
the dutIes of this laborious position as my
strelngth anid al tllty may pennlit. lEvon with
your good will and co-operation, and with all
the rncidental aid teinder'cld by competent
officers and assIstants, the task will te dillll-
cult; butany sacrillr, of personal mnfort tih
toil may demand will be cheerfully made In
the servlceof this boudy of reopresentative clti-

enis, and In that of the people whoIm you
worthily ropresenlt.
While anxious, as your preslding ollcer, to

act with strict and impartial justice i all
resp(erts alnd at all tieos, I amir still consclous
that nl1ther this eager desire, nor present
pains, nor past experlinoie, (Icn nllsure rmie
against errors, for which I ask in advance
your generous Indulgence. While I shall try
to abide by and cily the will of the Uonven-
tlon as exprese4d in its rules, votes and rros-
Ittone, I may at times err as to the true
interpretation and constructlon of the
Convention's will and acts. In such caises
It will be a kindlness on the part of dle-,-
gates to note the errors promptly, and
on every questloned or doubtful point that
may arise I shall most cheerfully call upon
the Convetlion for its gaxI judgmenll't itl the
preilses. rThere are certain rulhs of deicorumr
common to all deliberative bodhres, and in
their onftrocerrilt I anitllpate no dIllIollty.
They are norelly the rules of good bredlling
as adapted to the exigneloes of such botdies,
and are spontanerously practiced at all times,
and by an instlint tcomrmon to all who com-
bin gnRorl will with intelligencne.

In this conneci!tlon lot me alvlse and urge a
strict adherence t to ti established order of
business. Those among the honored drle-
gates arl(ound me who have hal experience in
legislative i•olies are wlell awarltrif the ernor-
rmous waste of time that rrrsults from habitual

dllsrregard of the ruhl of debate, the mlraxlrei
of parllamentary law and the Cistonuar y
order In which business should he Oeislderedl,
T[hose rulles, makhns andt custosN are all
forunded on roostoal il Ild a' matured tby the
exrperlence of sue asivel gnlne tlio of law-
nrakers. They ar thie coniet rrt!rl results
of the wisdom of ~•nturils and are to he
found in all athlo lts on I•hllamiinltl.ry law
and iusnrge. 'Tlhoy l einbJilted in the consti-
tutionls aIndl laws othte Mtates, as well as in
the rules of (JConigr altate leglslatures.
I carnestly reeur•rm d hd arstalit and strict
corl ornllty to tcom mfin nd accepteod clrstiromIs,
and espetlally to sull rul'es as the CJonverrr-
tlon may estabrllsh for its own guidance. Le)t
their operatlon be suspended only in cases of
ellergelncy. Lert no anxlety or partialtlly for
synpeal sullbjects Induce membelrs to call them
up out of their regular order and succols-
slon. There are no mnotlons which I shall
tout with more relucta•mce than motions
to susp'lend your rules, motions to take
uip Iusltiness out of its time and place, and
mlotlrns to assign designate•d bIusiness, by
specal)lI orrder, to fixed days and hours. Ills-
satlisfaction, delay and confurislon ar the too
common results of tlheser motions. Tllhey are
only proper on extraordinary occasions. Pl'r-
mit le, furthermore, to advise yiou todiscard
all partisanship and to exclude from the de-
liberations of this boxxy all politldal, s•e-
tlrnal, soclal and ethnlical projudices. Your
mlsshlon is IA trr stablsh a government and fix
the rules by which it shall Ibe gillled and
checked, until the people of the State see fit
to reassume their power and sovereignty for
tile purpose of drelegatinlg it to another Con-
vention. 'That government must be for the
good of all the people in all sections, of
all occupatlons, of all rare, of all ages, of
all contdltions. It must be broad, liberal and
impartlal in its bharing. It ought not to
have the least poreaptible bias In favor of any
sect or party. The edifice you are about to
build should havr its foundations dtledly
groundcwl in justit•, and to all its walls theL
plumb lite of impartiality shoulld be aplieid,
that they may lean nelther to the right hand
nor the Inft.

At this, the beginning of your proceedings,
I am profoundly impressed with the import-
-ance of the task which we have undertaken.
L The sovereign constituents of the common-
wealth have delegated to us out of their In-

f herent power and sovereign prerogatives
plenary and unuuestioned authority to frame
a constitution which shall be a covenanted
league and perpetual compact between eachL
citizen and all other citizens, until the people
shall again see fit to recall their delegated
p'wers and form still another constitution.
We, who are few, bear the awful responsi-
bllity of all the power which all the people of
Louslelana might have and exerclse if they
could posslbly meet in a single body to fraltf
a constitution of government for themselves.
We, who are a few, are authorized to act and
must act in thename and for the benefit of the
great mass of the people. Out of their original,
full and indefeasible power and right of self-
government we are authorized and ex pected I to
grant, in their name andon their behalf, sun-
dry clearly deslgnated and strictly defined
functions to each branch of a threefold agency
of State government, by means of a constitu-
tion which shall bh binding upon the people
and their servants, agents and substitutes
until superseded by another compact.
We are sent here to prepare, ordain
and establish such an agency as will
perpetuate the principles of just government
and transmit them to future generations; a
government 4hat will insure justice to all
classes without denial, partiality or delay; a
government that will uphold the law, main-
tain order and preserve the public peace; a
government that will promote public tran-
quillity,and happiness; a government that
will prevent the abuses of legislation, ward
off the encroachments of external power and
provide for the general defense; a govern-
ment that will thwart the tyranny of majori-
ties and prevent hasty, heedless and passion-
ate public sentiment from assuming the
shape of oppressive laws; a government that
Will fortify civil and religious liberty, define,
secure and perpetuate natural privileges, and
look always to the welfare of the people,
as its highest aim; a government limited
in its power to tax the people, but authorized
to prevent the oppressive abuse of aggregated
capital; a government that can encourage in-
dustry,diffuse intelligenoe,educate the youths
of all races, secure the public health against
imported pestilence and protect alluvial re-
gions from floods; a government that will
maintain the right of local self rule, secure
the freedom and purity of the electoral fran-
chise, maintain the barriers which separate
the several departments, uphold free speech
and a free press, and forbid the imposition of
burdens upon posterity; a government that
will promote fair trials, maintain the suprem-
acy of law, prevent and punish crime, protect
theunfortunate against the rapacity of cred-
itors, preserve inviolable the obligation of
contracts and prevent encroachment upon the
rights of the ti tate from external violence; a
government, in short, worthy of a free, hon-
est and intelligent people, who love and obey
the law and who respect authority, but who
love honor and liberty above all other tem-
poral gifts that come from the hand of the
Eternal Ruler among the nations.

In your deliberations upon the ways and
means by which the State government is to
be carried on, and in fixing a just and neces-
sary hmit to the rate of taxation, it must
always be first considered that the people of
the State must support three distinct gov-
ernments-the home government of the par-
ishes, cities and munidcpalities, the govern-
ment of the State proper, and the more ex-
pensive government of the United States. In
fixing the maximum limit it must be deter-
mined, not whether property will bear that
rate, but whether it will bear three or more
times that rate.

For the reason that the duties of the chair
will preclude me from participation in gen-
eral debate, I now ask your indulgence while
I prese:t a few brief suggestions for which I
may liLd no other suitable opportunity. Let
me admonish you at the outset that it will be
wholly inmpossible for this Convention to ful-
lill the toc; sanguine expectations of a large
portion of tihe people whom you have under-
taken to represent. If the instrument of gov-

ernment whith you are empowered to frame
should prove trrbe as nearly perfect as ever
came from the hands of assemtbled patriots,
there are thousands who will believe or pre-
tend that It has conspleuous defIetn. if all
the provisions of your new constitution|are
whohlesome and w ie, if a Just harmony and
conslstency is preserveld i all its parts, if its
dieclarattions embody all the cherished maxims
and prlinctliples of political science, if it Is wise-
ly contrived to secure safe and sufllcient gov-
ernment at the lowest possible cost to tax-
payers, if It tconines legislation strictly to
its )roper sphhere', if it surroottlds executive
arrdl judicial trusts with ample and ap-

rofprtate guards and restrictions, if It etrl-
bodeli's all the excellence of mnotdertn constltll-
tions without their defects, still It will not es-
cape the etensure and criticism of chronic
fault lindlers, nor satisfy the unreasonalei de.
ualllnd of agitators, nor meet the varin Ihope

of that nuruerous c hlns of citizls who habit-
ually look to legislatlon for a reurlely for all
that is defective in the social system. It Is
in vain to remind them that State constitu-
lions cannot heal the wounds of war nor re-

pair the ravaues of pesntlence, nor make good
the loses by l'res :t.nd floods, nor uproot the
)preudl.'+s of enelrnis, nor stay the progress

of cormtnmrcal revulslons, nor create a spirit
of thrift and enterprise, nor change the
rooted habits and hereditary customrn of the
people. They will still hook to the frame(rs of
e:tnstitutions and the makers of laws for the
fruits which (canl coIue only firoin temperance.
Ildustry, enterprise, frugality, forothought
and ec()orn y.

But, while you are liable to censures from
the prejudlced and ignorant, the more rational
classes will expect no miracles at your hands,
nor look to law-makers for a magical c:ur for
the evils which inhere In all communities and
pervado every clommonwealth. You may be
assured that such classes will approve, als-
rtreclato and applaud all that you may see fit

to do in a spirit of devotion to the welfare of
the Htate.

We as representatives with plenary author-
ity and with power delegated directly from
the peey)pt , who are the fountain head of all
law and government, must 'take good care
that we impart to the new agn(y of the
peo)lple no powers not strictly teded to con-
stitute an efflcient government. To this end
it becomes us to revert to the action of for-
mror Conventions in this mate and In otier
States, anLd especlally to tumos Conventions
which rIose up from the bosom of the revolu-
tionary commonwealths Whose lilertles were
then newly won by bleldy sacrlllce. JLot us
note what isafcgutards they raised in lde-
fense of poll cal libtre , how jealously they
defendeld ti s overl nty of the people,
and how d taply tldearly they cher-
islhd the In4penl( of the State. l+t
us turn to tl ritb constltution (,f Now
Hlampsrhlr, lw al oILt eilghty-Msven yea'rs
ali, and over s hil of rights, in which It is
asserited that to pplee of New Htam)pshire
"have tIhe sole nil xci tli v e right of govern-
ing thermnselves' free, sovereign and indt-

lrpendent State, snt do and forever hereafter
shall exercise a •• tjoy every power, • lrle-
diction and right pertainilng thereto, whichi Is
not or rmay not hereafter be by them ir express-
ly rdlt.-gatel to the IUnitelId tates of A merial
In (Iunigross asse•mhtli,

'
." Let us learn anew

from that venerahll and still vital Instrument
that all power restldus originally in the peo-
ple, and is derived only from h them; that "all
magistrates and oillcers of governmen-nt are
their substittutes and agents, and at all times
accountable to tilheml;" that "tlhe doctrinte of
non-resistannc against arbittary flower and
olPpression is absurd, slavish and iiestrutitve
of the goxod and happiness of imankind," and
that the, inhabitants of a Statue "are not con-
trotllable by any othler laws than thosei to
which they or their representative body have,+ i. ), . h.... .. r

.
. .,,El ..tl )

Turning then to the constitutlon of Massa-chusetts let us heed the teachings of a docu-
ment ordained befo)re the close of the war of
the revolution, and still the fundamental law
of the land. Nearly a century ago the patriot
statesmen of that revered commonwealth as-
sorted their rights and gave forth solemn
dcclar'ations, which I hold as worthy of being
recited here and of beling remembered as often
as freemen may assemble to frame or revise a
constitution of State government. They said i
"The end of the institution, nraintenance and
administration of government is to secure the
existence of the bodly-politic, to protect it, to
furnish the individuals who compose It with
the power of enjoying in safety and tran-
quIllity their natural rights and the bles•ings
of life; and whenever these great objects are
not obtained the people have a right to alter
the government, and to take measures neces-
sary for their safety, prosperity and happi-

"The body politic is formed by a voluntary
assocIatIon of indlvliduls; it is a social 'rn-
pact by which the whole people covenants
with each citizien, and each citizen with the
whole people, that all shall be governed by
certain laws for the common good. It Is the
duty of the people, therefore, in framing the
constitutlon of government, to provide for an
equltable mode of making laws, fs well as for
an impartial interpretation and faithful exe-
cution of them; that every man may at all
tlmes fi;d his security in them.

" We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts,
acknowledging with grateful hearts the g iood-
nwss of the great Legislator of the Universe
in affording us in the course of Hills Provi-
duence an opportunlty, deliberately and peace-
ably, without fraud, violence or surprise, of
entering into an original, explicit and solmnn
compact with each other and of forming a
new constitution of civil government for our-
selves and posterity, and devoutly imploring
his direction in so interesting a design, do
agree upon, ordain and establish the follow-
ing declarations of rights and frame of gov-
ernment as the constitution of the common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

"The people alone have an incontestible, in-
alienable and Indefeasible right to institute
government, and to reform, alter or totally
change the same when their protection, safe-
ty, prosperity and happiness require it.

"The people of this commonwealth are not
controllable by any other laws than those to
which their constitutional representative
body have given their consent."

Turning thence to the original constitution
of New York, we read:

"This Convention, in the name and by the
authority of the good people of this State,
ldoth ordain, determine and declare that no

authority shall, on any pretence whatever, be
exercised over the people or members of this
State but such as shall be derived from and
granted by them."

Turning thence to theoriginal constitutions
of Pennsylvania and other old States we find
in all of them similar declarations, each State
claiming for itself that no authority could be
or ought to be exercised over their citizens,
"except such as is or shall be derived from and
granted by them," under "any pretext what-
soever."

These declarations, retained in the modern
constitutions of many of the older States,
have lost none of their deep signiicance.
They teach us how to estimate the value of
State independence and State sovereignty as
the strong fortress of political liberty, and at
the same time the only sure guarantee of a
stable union of our States. These ancestral
assertions will never be without their good
effect whenever and wherever the free people
of a free State are assembled to frame a gov-
ernment.

These utterances were made by men who
knew what liberty had cost to win and how
vitally important it was to guard a treasure
so "sacred and glorious." They felt that it
was necessary to remember at all times "that
the power of enactment and that of repeal are
commensurate." They believed,with Samuel
Adams, that "the sovereign authority belong-
ing to the several States is the palladium of
the private and personal rights of the citi-
zens." They believed, "with James Wilson,
Pennsylvania's venerated statesman, that
"the supreme, absolute and uncontrollable
power is in the people before they make a
constitution, and remains in them after it is
made."

We hear it said that this Convention will be
the graveyard of political aspirations. I re-
gard this as a bugbear which could have ter-
rors only for those who watch the changes in
popular favor and caprice. For just and hon-
orable men, who act here for their fair-mind-
ed and intelligent neighbors, it has no more
significance or alarm than a hobgoblin of the
nursery. As just men and lovers of justice,
you come here to promote and establish it by
the best means and methods that your joint
wisdom, experience and labor can find out
and put in practice; and when you have done
this, all just men among your sovereign con-
stituents will render thanks for your good
and faithful service. As gentlemen and lov-
ers of honor, you come here to act out the be-
hests of that noble virtue by honorable deal-

Ing with all who may he affected by your new
constitutlon, and by maintaining the honor
and fair fame of our cherished State; and for
this, too, your neighbors will Hpplnuld you.
You are sent hero by free men who love lt her-
ty and revere the Instlitutions by which it is
maintaineld; who trust in your own affection
for that great boon, and who believe
that you will fortify Its posses-
sion by every practlcable means
that you can devise. If you thus fhufill
the desir(ls of those who have clothed you
with dhigatIsl powers and put In practilc
your well known principles, the fr•e citi-
zoos whomrr you represent tst ifldorse
antd applrove your course. For mnen who
thus clome11 In thll name of lilhrlf, honor and
jailre, with clean hlllnd and trui hearts, to
build li p the fabric of ateHl, government for
thiemseolves no los than for the citize, n who
senit tiheU. therle can surely be nothing to aIp-
prhllend. Public opinion has no tirrors for
intl who are wish enough to know what is
right and brave enolugh to do It. If the work
which we have to do In open to the critcismn
of our constituents, It /i also ojipn In) tlOhe ap-
proval and (co'rn lllindatitin of all the stat,'s-
rnen of the tRepublic. When wo have nmade
for Loulisiana the host (costilttiton n our
power to devise, we may safely walt for
time to rendelr jlst Jurigrlent upon Olur action
Lot nis th'reforo "b' just and fer notl."

Mr. White rnoved that rio0o copies of the
address oif the Proslldent of thie Convention
be printed for circulation by the printer of
tie Conventlon, when elected.l.

On motion of Mr. Fo,rnman, Mr. White's
motion was ordered to lie on the table sUbject
to call.

On motion of Mr. Htille, the (COlv"ntion
procredolto~ th elsection of Its HtoeCitary, and
he nomnlnated for that position ?r. William
II. Harris.

Mr. Allaln nominated Mr. ?. TI. lDink-
grave, and on a call of the rI tlh following
was the result of the vote, .- wit:

lion. L. A. Wlltz, P'res •et, and Messrs.
Augustin, ilaslin, hell, Bnvevnu, ]Ilanchard,
Bolton, Breau Breeoon, ridger, Brian, Iltul-
ger, illlow, BIlrton, Ii 'un, CafTrey, Chalfe,
Chiapella, Cll bornel, 'olline, Colvin, Cun-
ningham, Daenport, )avllson of Clalborne,
Davis, Denis,91)ilard lasterly, Edwards, Es-
toalnel , FaulI, Fav ot, Formnan, Gaskin,k
(George, (Girar , Go rs, (uerlinger, Ilavard,

Henry of Cameron Henry of Natchitoches,
IHerron, IHowe"l1 .1 Srtemniak, Jenkins, .Jof-
frlon, Kelly, Ker p, Kennedy, Kornochain,
K1id, King, Kirk an, Knobhiek, Irgan, La-
naux, Land, Leake, L•ttardrileur, Llong, Lott,

iiuck'tt, Lyons, Marks, Millard, Moreland,
Moorn of Lit ourcll, Miroor of It. Landlry,
Munday, McConnell, McGloin, Nutt, O)gdiien,
Olivil'r, O(tt, P'arhinge, I'hi'lpus, I'Pocir, Ponder,
Ibid, RIchardson, lRobertson, HMif, SMrnrn s,
Simon, Smith of .Jackson, Stng,4, Stllhl, itonr,
Strlngfellow, Hithillrlii, T'homlpson, Toddl,
Vance, Webb, Wells, White, Williarrms of
Grant, and Young of East Baton IRouIge
voted for Mr. William 1I. Harris.

Messrs. Allain, Babcock, lBenhamn, ilobto,
Bourgeols, Cahen, Davidson of It brvllie,
l)ternas, l)ickerson, Foratelicu, Gardner, Ila,
(hrlmrns, H[ough, Landry, Loan, Mathews,
Montz, Noguez, Pard•o, IRoach, Smith of St.
Mary, Stamnps, Stlel,, Stevenson, Mtrovlck,
Warmoth, Williamrns of Grunt, and Young of
Concordlavotedl for Mr. W. H. Dlnkgrave.

And Mr. Pinchback voted blank.

HE(:AI'LTULATION.
For Mr. William Ii. Harris ...............1(0
For Mr. W. 11. Dinkgrave .................. o

Total number ................... ..... 1:o0
Mr. William IH. Harris, having rectlved a

majority of the votes cast, was declared by
the President to be duly elected Secretary of
the Convention.

Mr. Robertson submitted the following res-
olution :

Resolved, Chat a committee of live of which
the President of this Convention shall be exI
oficio chairman, he appointed to consider and
report rules for the government of this Con-
vention, and that until this committee report
that the rules of the Senuate at its last session
be adopted as the rules of this Convention.
On motion of Mr. Kelly, Mr. Robertson's

resolution was amended by striking out
therefrom In the seventh line the word "Sen-
ate," and Inserting In lieu thereof the words
"H'ouse of Rtepresentatives."

On motion of Mr. Estopinal, Mr. Robertson's
resolution was further amended by striking
out therefrom in the first line the word "lv","
andti nserting in lieu thereof the word "nine."

And the resolution as amended was
adopted.

Mr. Munday submitted the following reso-
lution :

Resolved, That the members of the Con-
vention retire to the lobby, and that the Sirc-
rotary place the number of senatorial dis-
tricts In a hat, and as the numbers are drawn
out the delegation from tne district drawn
shall come in and select seats contiguous.

On motion of Mr. Herron, Mr. Munday's
resolution was amended by striking out in
the second line thereof the words, "retire to
the lobby and."

And the resolution as amended' was
adopted.

On motion of Mr. Munday the Hon. A. B.
George, Senatorial Delegate from the S,'cond
Senatorial District, was allowed to select his
seat on account of lnilrmlty, and on a similar
motion the Hen. R. B. Stille, Senatorial Dele-
gate from the Nineteenth Senatorial District,
was allowed to select his seat on account of
old age.

The Convention then took a recess to facil-
itate the selection of seats, and as soon asthe
arrangement of seats was completed the Con-
vention was again called to order.

Mr. Poche submitted the following resolu-
tion:

Resolved, That a committee of five be ap-
pointed by the Chair to determine and re-
port to the Convention the number and dispo-
sition of the committees necessary to the
transaction of business in this Convention.

On motion of Mr. Chiapella, Mr. Poche's
resolution was amended by striking out in
the first line thereof the word "flive" and in-
serting in lieu thereof the word "nine."

On motion of Mr. White, Mr. Poche's reso-
lution was further amended by adding at the
close thereof the following words, to wit:
"And that the President of the Convention be
ex officio the chairman of said committee."

And the resolution, as amended, was
adopted.

Mr. McGloin submitted the following reso-
lution, which was ordered to lie over under the
rules:

Resolved, That all strangers, except the
general officers of the State, bp excluded from
the floor of the Convention, except upon cards
of invitation; that each member have the
privilege of inviting one stranger; that the
Chair have the privilege of twenty tickets,
not more than ten of which shall issue to res-
idents of the city; that tickets of invitation
shall expire five days from their date.

Resolved, further, That the President may
issue special cards for members of the press.

The President laid before the Convention
several communications from the Secretary
of State, which were read and ordered to lie
over under the rules.

1. On transmitting documents relative to
the contest of H. J. Rivet, Esq., of the city
of New Orleans, of the seat of the Hon. J. N.
Augustin, Representative Delegate elect from
the Fifth Representative District of the city
of New Orleans.

2. On transmitting documents relative to

the contest of P. J.' Knnely, Esq.,of the
parish of Jefferson, of the seat of theo lon.
hLonard Roach, iepresentatlve Delegate
elect from the said parish of Je f son.

3. On transmitting docume~f relative to
the contest of ion. J. W. Mo omery, of the
parish of East Carroll. • f'the seat of the
HIon. (•oo. C. Bonham, R•*esentative Dole-
gate elect from the parish f Carroll,

Mr. McOloln submitth tc o the Convention
the petition of . C. C.iL Tehault and .Jarnes
Nugent, Esq., Ol the dty of New Orleans,
claiming the sea of tCo lion. .John Phelps
and amroes Mc(h nlell,5 tprcsentative Dolo-
gates elect from the .tenth it•resontative
District of the city (if Now Orloans, accom-
panlted by pDtltlons frorrtho qlualilod ielectors
of said districtl:, which wor)E o(Irdered to lie
over under the rules.

On motion of Mr. Lyons, tie Convention
adjournerl until to-morrow at, II o'clrok a. m.

WILL. A.S 'Irt)NG,
Secretary of State.

iecond Day. Proceedinglm.

NrGw O()IrmANm, April 22, 1879.
Thime Convention met at 11 o'clock a. tm., the

lion. Lous A. Wilts, President, in the chair,
and the following members present, to wit:

Allaln, T. T., Iberville.
Bahbcock, A. C., St. John the Baptist.
Baskin, J. C., Franklin.
Blanchard, N. C., Caddo.
Bolton, (I. W., Itapids.
Broaux, (. A., Orleans, Fifth Senatorial

District.
Bireen, HI., Orleans, Twelfthllt|epresentatlvo

District.
liridger, t. I),, Caldwell.
Brian, S. M., Winn.

Iulger, F. J., Orleans, Fourth Senatorial
District.

Bulow, II., Assumption.
Burton, W., St. Landry.
Caffrey, , St. Mary, Tenth Senatorial Dis-

trict.
Cahen, M., Assumption, Ninth Senatorial

District.
Carey, '. DI., Orleans, Elevunt.h lRepresen-

tative i)lstrlot.
Claiborne, F. L., Pointe Coupe)r, Thirteenth

Senatorial )listrict.
Colvin, T. It., Lincoln.
Cunningham, M. J., Natchltocihe., Nine-

toonth Senatorial District.
DimLvenport, C. C., Morehouse.
I)avldson, J. ''., Glalborne.
Davidson, J. 8., Iberville.
Davis, J. C., Vernon.
Deomas, IH., St. John the Baptist, Seventh

Senatorial )listrict.
Dnlis, J. C., Orleans, Fourth Representa-

tive District.
i)ickerson, V., St. James.
J)llard, ii. F., Infon.
Easterly, .1. B., Livingston, Seventeenth

Senatorial Dilstrict.
Edwards, N. S., Tanglpahoa.
Elam, S. L., Catahoula.
Estopinal, A., St. Bernard.
Faulk, D., Ouachita.
Favrot, U1. M., West Baton Rouge.
Fontelieu, T., Iberia.
Gardner, B., Assumption.
(lGakins, G. L., Lincoln, Twenty-socond

Senatorial District.
George, A. JI., Webster, Twenty-first Sena-

torial District.
Girard, M. E., Lafayette.
Gowers, L. Z., Livingston.
Grimes, II., Lafourche.
Guerl3ger. E. J., Orleans, Fifth Itepresenta-

t Live District.
liavard, L. S., St. Landry.
Henry, 8. P., Cameron.
Henry, J., Natchitoches.
IHerron, A. S., East Baton Rouge, Sixteenth

Senatorial District.
hlough, W. H., Concordla, Twenty-eixth

Senatorial District.
Howell, S., Orleans, First Senatorial Dis-

trik..
Jastremrski, L., East Baton Rolge.
Jenkins, IB. F., D)eoto.
.Joffrion, E.J., Avoyelles.
Kemp, D., St. Helena.
Kennedy, J. Orleans: Ses end Representa-

tive Distrlcts \
Kernochan, If P., Plaqcumines, First Sena,

torial District. 
1

Kidd, E. E., J kson.
King, F. R., V millio
Kirkman, W. Cal leu, Tenth Senato-

rial District.
Knoblock, C., La ure , Ninth Senatorial

District.
Lagan, M. D., Orl an4 Second Representa-

tive District. .

Lanaux, P., Orleans, eventh Representa-
tive District.

Land, T. T., Caddo.
Landry, P., Ascension.
Leake, W. W., West Feliciana.
LeGardeur, Jr., G., Orleans, Second Senato-

rial District.
Luckett, RI. L., Rapides.
Lyons, T. B., East Feliciana, Fifteenth

Senatorial District.
Marks, F., Orleans, First Representative

District.
Mathews, J. S.. Tensas.
Mentz, E. B., St. Mary.
Millard, F. M., St. Landry.
Moreland, W. F., Claiborne.
Moore, J. D., Lafourche.
Moore, J. M., St. Landry, Twelfth Senato-

rial District.
Munday, G. W., East Feliciana.
McGloin, F., Orleans, Thirteenth Repre-

sentative District.
Nutt, L. M., Caddo, Twentieth Senatorial

District.
Ogden, H. W., Bossier.
Ott, C. D., Washington.
Parlange, C., Pointe Coupee.
Phelps, J., Orleans, Tenth Representative

District.
Poche, F. P., St. James, Eighth Senatorial

District.
Ponder, W. A., Natchitoches.
Reid, D. J., Calcasieu.
Richardson, R. W., Ouachita, Twenty-third

Senatorial District.
Robertson, W. A., St. Landry, Twelfth Sen-

atorial District.
Self, D. W., Sabine.
Simon, E., St. Martin, Eleventh Senatorial

District.
Smith, N. W., Jackson, Twenty-third Sena-

torial District.
Smith, W. B., St. Mary.
Stagg, P., St. Landry.
Stamps, T. B., Orleans, Fourteenth epY-

sentative District.
Steele, H. R., Tensas.
Stevenson, J. A., Iberville.
Stewart, J., Terrebonne.
Stille, R. B., Sabine, Nineteenth Senatori4a

District.
Strovick, A., St. Martin.
Sutherlin, E. W, DeSoto.
Thompson, J. M., St. Tammany.
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