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COLORED LIBRARIAN

Governor White cf West Virginia Ap

posms the First Afro Amercan to a

Marks a Rtpresec-
tajvo His Career

thee days of
and wnen every method is resorted to
for the suppression of Negro manhood
and citizenship it is truly gratifying to
see among us a young man posset su g
the essential qualifications of leader-
ship to press his wRy to the front and

of the dominant race fair upright hon-
est and broad enough to recognize and
reward such leadership when it is

in the appointment of 8 W StarKS to
tue posit on of State Librarian of the
State of Virginia bv his

Governor A B White Mr
Btarks belongs to that slabs of leaders-
of wh m the rare need have no fear
and Governor White has pr ven hiiu-
Btif tj be a broad unprejudiced man
far in aavance of many of his fellow
statesmen of the present day-

S nee this in another triumph won for
the race by Mr Stark it may be an
inspiration to some tber young man
struggling in life to know from whence-
he came 8 W Htorba was born ac

r Va March 11 1866
lid attended the public s hools of taat
city working in the cooper shop during
vacation nnil he had completed the
course Ai the age of sixteen years be
entered the service of the Kanawha
OnioRiilroad as mesnger boy at d by
earnest indefatigable industry woiktii
his way up to the place of chief

operator in the general office of
the company a position never before-
or since by any colored man in
the State He remained with the above
named company until 1890 w en it was
united with the T O C Road at
which time the beao quarters at Charl-
eston were abolished and he was of-
fered a position as operator In the gen
eral office at Tf ledo 0 but refused It
to take a course in the Bryant
ton Business College of Chicago Ill

While attending this institution he
was offered a position as cashier in a
large establishment in Denver C lo
which he accepted in the spring of 1891
and held until the fall of the same
when on of falling health he
resigned and returned to 0 io accept-
ed a position as telegraph operator for
the 1 o C Railroad at Corning
Where hb remained for 18 months when
he was called by the Capitol City Co-
operative Company a vtry strong or-
ganization of men doing bus
mess In Charleotoi W Va to accept
the position of manager of the concern

company disolving in 1894 he
a large grocery store together

with an Ice cream pailor on
street of toe city of Chailestcn and did
an excellent business and is will re-
specied as a thorough business man of
the
HX is A SUPREME CHANCELLOR rr THE

KNIGHTS OF PYIHIAS
Mr Stalks is one of the most promi-

nent secret society men in America
lie has been to the Grand Chan
cellorship of the Knights of Pythiap
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PROF S W STARRS
State Librarian ot West Virginia

I

jlam tj n for eight consecutive teim
Hd represented his state at the coin cil
uf Grand Chancellor at Philadelphia
in 1894 ana in the Supreme Lodge at
New Orleans in 93 being tLeyoungest-
man in the bodyand again st St Louis-
in 1895 at whico ee ioa be was f 1 oted
Supreme Vies Chancellor of O e
and was ntlcted in 1807 at the session
held at Ohio which position
he held until September 1899 when at
the of the Supreme Lodge held
in Jacksonville Fla he was elected to
the highest position in the gift of the
Order that of Supreme Chancellor
which position he now holds As Su-

preme Chancellor Mr 8tarks exercises
superiruendanee over a membership
which now numbers over thirty thous
and During his incumbency he has
systematized the work adjusted many
unsettled features succeeded in doub-
ling the endowment receipts and gen
erally built up and created lentwed
interest over his entire jurisdiction
There are now subordinate of
the Order all over this country in eve
ry state and territory in the Union
besides lodges fn Australia the West
Indies aud Central America

He is a natural born leader and or-
ganizer and has never been known to
sulk when the interest of the rae was
at staKe Last fall when the fair name
of West Virginia and the liberty of her
colored citizens were threatened by de
mocracy with Jim Crow cars and
disjranchiseraent and when interlop
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ers were baifcg brought into tnt state
to CHVb the people and when it ap-
peared that some of toe Negroes were
about o be caught in the of

he threw himself into the
campaign body and with
his pen through th Advocafe and
otherwise FO thoroughly demolished
the arguments made by the deceivers of
the race that wuea the 6 h of Novem-
ber ame the manner in which the eo
ored men sood up for right justice
and the republican party was without
parallel in the history of t lections in
the state

It was rrs dlstirguished service in
the campaign above mentioned that
won him the honor he will
wear for the next four years The ap

which be is by the
peojle of his state may be partly un-

derstood when it is known that he se-

cured his appointment over more than
a hundred applicants of whom were
white an f in his fight he bad the sup-
port of all the party leaders including
Cnalrmau Dawson and every member-
of the state central committee United

Senators Elkins and Scott eve
jy congressman slid every Negro leader
in the state Starks is a young
man of strong Christian character and
is possessed of other sterling qualities
which have added much to the success
uf his fcSoits His career has been one
of that constant steady kind that comes

Continued on 5th page
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THJS CRITIC
The Record of tbe Rev W

Thomas Reviewed It Cculd Hardly be
Used in the Sunday Schools Pruce Grit
Winds up Wi h the Judas cf his Race

The following correspondence will
exoiain itself

Western TheoJogicfl Seminary Alls
gheny Pa April 21 bit
W H Tuomae was eiudont in this
seminary between the years 3185 end

aid in the latter year wau di
misled because of criminal intercourse
witft the woman he subquentty mar-
ried He first denied the bat
later confused truth and was
sent out I written out
transcript from the facuLy for
a lawyer in New Bedford Mass
mailed them to him Yturs sincerely

T H ROBINSON
President of Faculty

Columbia C March 1 1901
Dear felr Referring vo your U tsr of

21st nit in regard to Mr W HThouaw
I hand a letcer from Mr
E W Screven no at my request bit
looked up Mr Ihomasrecoro Hoping
that the enclosed letter wll furnU
you the information I em

Very trul youfs
Bgned E A WEBSTER

P B You are liberty to
of this l uer you think proper

Note Webster IB Collector of the
Port at Columbia S C

Columbia S C March let 1801
Dri Sir Wih refere t to me ca-

reer of Mr W B Thoma ti B ub-
C rohna lu ti e p rmd rat 1876 I would
By he was elected a Djei b i f the
state legislature in the fall oi 1876 and
took his seat in that body whe it

at the Capitol on November 20tk
of year Owing to political com-
plications at tbat time there were two
rival organizations claiming to be the
legal House of Representatives and
Mr Thomas gave allegiance to tfaa
Mackey House which was shortly
its organization adjudged not to be the
legal body by the bupreme Court of the

and after sitting twenty
three days adjourned Bin die It never
reassembled

I find by the reports of the proceed-
ings of this body that Mr William H
Thomas was chairman of the committee

privileges and elections and that
during the twectvtnree days thiee

were mad by this committee
I find that fr Thomas made one
report to the Mouse on behalf of
Judiciary Committee and upon en-
quiry learned that he was chairman
of that committee

All this information I Slot from the
fiUs of the News Courier Whose tf-
i orter was present faUf and save very
full accounts of tbeae proceedings

I can find no journal of the in
the giving any account 01
the UQceedlngs of the Mackey
and it is reasonalle to assume tbat tbe
legality of that body never having been
recognized no record of its proceeding
would be preserved by tho state

While in Newberry County a few
days go at the county seat I took oc
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