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A COLORED LIBRARIAN.

Governor White ¢f West Virginia Ap-
so:nis the First Afro Amer.can to a
& ate Office—Prof, starks a Represen-
ta.iva Man—His Career,

In these davs of disfranchisement,
aLd wnen every method is resorted to
for the suppresesion of Negro manhood
and citizenship, it is truly gratifying to
see SMOOK U8 & yOung mano possersii g
the essential qualifications of leader-
ship to press his way to the frout, and
it is equaily a8 gratifying to find a mau
of the dominant race fair, upright, hon-
est and broad enough to recoguize and
reward such leadership wken it ie
found. Bcth ef these are to be found
in the appolutment of 8. W. Starks to
tue posit-on of Siate Librarian of the
Siate of West Virginia, bv his Excel
jency Governor A. B. White. Mr.
Rlarks belongs to that class of leaders
of wh m the race need have no fear;
and Governor White has pr ven bim-
= 1f tu be & broad, unprejudiced mwan,
far in savance of many of his fellow
statesmen of the present day.

8 nee tuie i~ anothertriumph won for
the rsce by Mr. Btarks, 1t may be an
mspiration to some ther youug man
strugglivg in life, to kaow from whence
he came, 8B W. ~tarks was born ac
Cosriestor, ¥ Va, March 11, 1866,
He attended the publics hools of toac
city, working in the cooper shop during
vacation, un il he had completeit the
course. Ay the age of sigteen years he
entered the service of the Kanawha &
Onio Ralroad, as me-s<nger boy,ard by
earnest Indefatigable ic dustry, wolked
his way up to the place of chief tele-
graph op>rator in the general cifice of
the company, a position never before
or fince held by any colored man in
the Siate. He remaired with th: above
named company until 1890, wren it was
united with the T & O, C. Road, at!
which time the beacquarters at Char-
leseton were abolished, and he was of-
fered & pesition as operator in 1he gen-
eral office at Teledo, O., but refused it
to take a course ic the Bryaut & sStrat-
ton Business College of Chicagu, IlL

While attendinz this irstitution he
Wwas offered a position as cashier in a
large establisbment in Denver, Cclo ,
which he accepted in the syring of 1891
and held until the fall of tbe same,
when on ac.ount of failing health he
resigned, and returned to O io, accept
ed & position 88 telegraph operator for
the 1. & O. C. Rsilroad at Corning,
where he remained tor 18 months, when
he was called by the Capitol City Co-
operasive Company, & very strong or-
ganization of cclured men doing busi-
Less in Charle-to=. W. Va., to accept
the position of mansager of tke concern.
Tws company discolving in 1894, he
OpeLed a large grocery store, together
Wwith an ice cremm pailor on Capitol
Street of the city of Chatlestcn, and did
8n excellant business, and is well re-
f‘g“'!id as & thorough business man of
Lae lidce

HE IS A SUPREME CHANOELLOR ¢ F THE
KNIGHTS OF PY1HIAS,

Mr. Biaiks is one of the most promi-
Dent secret society men 1n America
He bas been elected toshe Grand Cban-
cellorship ot the Knights of Pythiae,

Urand Lodge of West Virginia, by ac-
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PROF B. W. STARKS,
State Librarian ot West Virginia

«lameti 'n for eight consecative terma

Hou represented his state at the eou: cil
uof Grand Chaguceilors at Phi'adeivhia
in 1894, anu 10 the Sapreme Lodge at
New Orieans in ’93. baing tLeyoungest
man in the body,and sgain st 8t. Louis
in 1895, at whicn se=+ion he was ¢ 1 coted
Supreme Viee Chancellor of 1).e Ouder,
ard wae ri-t1-cted in 1807 at thesersion
held at Coluwebus, Ohic, which poeition
he beld until S¢piember 1899 when, st
the session of the Supreme Lodge held
in Jacksonville, Fla., he was elected o
the highest position in the zift of the
Order, that of Supreme Chaneellor,
which nosition he now holds. As Ba-
preme Chaucellor, Mr. Starks exercises
superintendance over a memoership
which now numbers over thirty thous-
apd. Doring hkis incumbency he has
sysiematized the work, adjusted many
unsettied features, succeeded in doub-
iing the endowment receipts, and gen-
erglly built up and created 1enewed
interest over his entire jurisdiction.
There are now subordinaie lodges of
the Order =21l over this country, in eve-
ry state aud territory in the Union,
besides lodges fn Au-tralia, the West
Indies aud Central America,

He is a natural born leader and or
ganizer, and has never been Xnown to
gulE wh=n the interest of the ra e was
at etage. Last fail when the fair name
of West Virginia and the liberty of her
colored citizens were threatened by de-
mocracy with “Jim Crow care’’ and
disfranchisement, and when interlog-

ers were being brught 1sto the stafe
to d. c-ive the pesople, and when it ap-
peared that some of the Negroes were
about ‘o be caught in the trap of de-
mocracy, he tbrew himeeif irto the
campsign, “body apd soul’”’ and with
his pen through the ‘*‘Advocaie’ and
otherwise, f0 thoroughly dem:lished
the arguments made by the deceivers of
ihe race, that wuen the 8 h of Novem-
ber «ame, the manner in which the eor-
ored wen s cod up for right, justice
and the republican pariy, was without
parallel in the bistory of ¢lections in
the slate,

It was h's distirguished service in
the campaign above mentiored thsat
won tor him the hornor which he will
wear for the next four years. The ap
preciation in which be is held by the
peo; le of his state, may be partly un-
derstood when 1t 18 known that he se
cured his appointment over more than
a hundred applicants,all of whem were
white; and in his fight, he bad tne suy-
port of all the party leaders, including
Caoalrmau Dawson snd every member
of the state central committee, United
=tates Benators Elkins and Bcott, eve-
1y congrese man aud every Negro leader
iu the siate. Mr. Etarks 18 & yourg
man of strong Christian character, and
is possessed of other saterling quslities
which have added mach to the success
of his ¢ fforts, His career hss been one
of that constant sieady Bind that comes

THE CRITIC REVEALED.

The Recerd of tve *'Rev’”’ W. Hann bal
Thomas Reviewed —It Cculd Harély be
Used in the Surnday Scheols.— Pruce Gnit
Winds up W1 h tha Juaas cf his Race.

The fcliowing correspordence will
2xolain neseif

Western Theclogice]l Reminary, Alle-
gheny, Pa Apnl 21, 1901~ Dear mir—
W. H. Tuomas was & student in this
creminary bstween the yesrs 1863 snd
168, and in the latier yesr was dn-
mia-ed becaure of criminal interecurse
witit the weman he subgquently mar-
ried. He firsi denied Lhe coarges, bat
later cunfceced the'r truth and was
zent cut, [ hsve just written cut a
trauseript from the facul.y minutes for
alawyer in New Bedford, Maes. and
mailed them to bim, Ycurs sincerely,

T. H. RoBINSON,
President of Faculiy.

Cclumbia, 8 C., Mearch 1, 1901,
Dear &ir—Referring 10 you: le..or of
21st nit. inregardtoMr W H. Thowas,
I hand vou euclcsed a jewer fromu Mr,
E. W. Screven, wno, at my request bas
looked up o r. Thomas'recore Hopin
thas the enclesed leiter w'll furnis
you the desiied informacion 1 #em
Very trul; jous,
B.gned E. A. WEBSTER,
P. 5. You are liberty to n.aBeany age
of ¢ais icuer you think proper,
Note-- Webster in Collactor of the
Pori at Coiumbia, S C.

Co'umbia, 8. C. Msrch 1st, 1801.

Disry Bir— Wi h refere .ce 10 ‘ne ca-
reerof Mi. W. B Theooae i 8u.b
Carclins 1o t.0 0 I190 of 1876 1 wonid
ray he was elected a weub : f the
stale legis'atureiv the fall of 1876, ard
took nis seat in that vody whe 't cor-
vened at the Ca.1tol on Novem ber 20th
of that year. Owing to political oum-
plications at that tinue there were two
rival crganizatiops eisiming to be the
legsl House of Representatives and
Mr. Thomas gave sllegiance to the
Mackey House which was shortly after
its organization adjudged not to be the
jegal body by the fupreme Court of the
siate, and after sitting just twenty-
three days adjourned sin die. It never
re-assembled.

[ find by the reports of tka proceed-
ings of this body that Mr. Willilam H.
Thomas wua chairman of the committee
on privileges and elections and that
during the twentr-tnree days, thiee
reports were made by this committee.
I find #lso that Mr. Thomas made one
report 10 the House en bebalf of the
Judiciary Committee apd upon en-
quiry I learued that he was chairman
of that committee.

A'l this information I 2ot from the
fil.s of the News ard Counier whose re-
,orter was present ca‘ly and gave very
fuli accoun*s of these proce:dings.

I cen find no journsl of the Houre in
the state librsry giving sny account ot
the s roceedlngs of the Mackey House,
and it is reasonatle to essume that the
legality of that hody never having been
rec-gnized no rec rd of its proceedings
would be preserv. d by the state,

While in Newberry County a few
days £go at the county seat I took oc-

(Continued on 5th page.)

(Continued on 9¢h page.)
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