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\ pOPULAR DIVINE.

_Walter H. Brooks of This City in
Great Demand —Virginia His Mother
te Wants Him Back—Talk of his
ng to the Late John Jasper’s Church

K2y
Ly

heen rumored that the nams of
wal'er H Brooks, D. D.,, has
:ely used by some, who are
thickiag of filling the pulpit made
vacant by the recent death of Rev.
John Jasper of Richmond, Va. Baut
this rumor is doubtless due to ths fact,
that. of late, the namesof Rev. Brooks
has been in tne minds of the com
mi‘tee. who are charged with the duty
of nominating a few distingnished di-
order toat the pulpit made
vacant by the deatn of Rev. James H.
Holmes, D D the father in-law of
Brooks, may be filled at an early
Neither ot the churches in ques
tion. however, has yet extended a call
Bat as the nominating
committee of the First Baptist church
of Richmond, Va. have publicly ap-
nounced the names, which they will

It has
R-v

o
peen ir

vines, 1n

day

to any one,

submit. and Dr. Brooks’ name is on

the list. the people of Washington are
paturally interested.
De. Brooks is no stranger in Rich-

mond, although tweanty years have

passed since be was the popular pastor
of the Bacoad Baptist church of that
city. He was twice called to the
pastorate of the Second Baptist chareh,
and has made frequent visits to Rich-
mond, during the last score of years to
speak in diflerent churches in com
plisnce with the wishes of pastors and
people,

While pastor of the Second Baptist
chureh, 10 1880, Dr. Brooks addressed
the white Baptists of Virginia at their
state asaociation, which met that year
in the city of Petersburg. The white
pipers of the state, religious and
secular, spoke of the address, and of
the speaker, in high terms of com-
Thus The Rinshmond Coms-
monwealth spoke of him as.an ‘‘orator
of mean pretentions” and referred in
particular to his great fluency, grace
and accuracy. The Richmond Dispateb,
referring to the address, and to the
tpesker, said: **Mr. Brooks is a fluent,
plessing, even eloquent speaker. The
Sate of Richmond avered that ‘‘His
address was fluent, and, at times, elo
quent,” while the Religious Herald of
f’-‘zci mond reccrds the fact, that wheu
Dr. Brooka closed his address, Rev. W.
D. Thomas, D. D., then of Richmond
College, exclaimed: -‘Thers are prec-
ious few of s who could make such &
good speech as that.” The peculiar
thing sbout this address is that 1t Was

mendation,

born of the occasion, not & line of it be
ing written.

Within a year or more after making
this address at Petersburg, Va. which
touched so deeply those who heard it,
and made such a favorable impression
for the speaker Dr. Brooks delivered
at 1ndianapolis, Ind,, an address in tbe
presence of northern Baptists at their
M iy anniversary, which was spoken of
in high terms of praise and printed and
circulated by the American Baptist
Paolication Society of Philadelphia,
Pa. 1t was as Suadayechool missionary
of the above society, that Brooks ad-
dressed a similar audience in Philadel-
phia in 1875 and aroused such interest
in himself and in his work, by his
eourage, his el.quence and his cause,
tbat, a littie later, he was jnvited to
spend several weeks in New York state
in visiting the white churches of that
commonweslth in the interest of the
fanday school work of the American
Baptist Publication Society.

Rev. Brooks was in the employ of

the American Baptist Publication So-
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REV. WALTER H.
Who has been invited to Take Charge of the
John Jasper was pastor for so many years
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BROOKS, D. D,
Church which the late Rev.
at Richmond, Va.

ciety, when, in 1882, the 19th Street
Baptist church of this city called him
to fill their pulpit, and become their
pastor. Here he has been ever Bsince,
and The Colored American does not
hesitate for a moment to 8&y, that Dr.
Brooks is as acceptable to the people of
Washington today as he was nearly
nineteen years a8g, apnd we would re-
gret to see him leave 19th Street church
and the Nation’s Capital. Nevertheiers
we understand that very many of the
menrbers of the First Baptist church of
Richmond, Va, feel that they have &
high claim on Dr Brooks, as Richmond
1s his native home; 88 his father was &
deacon. and at one time the treasurer
ot the First church; a8 it was with this
church Rev. Brooks united by baptism
in the fall of 1873; as it was in this
church Dr. Brooks and the eldest
daughter of Mrs. Holmes, were united
in marriage in the year 1874; a8 it was
this church which liceused him to
preach; this church, whizh in 1876 bad
him ordained pubiicly to the work of

—(Continued on 4ih page.)

THE BRIDGE OF SIGHS.

A Leading Chicago Divine is Charged
With Violating All the Tenets of the
Decalogue —The Friendship Club’s Last
Entertainment for the Season- Notes,

Chicsgo 1!l , Special—Bethel A. M.
E. ehurch, located on one of the four
corners of [hirteenth and Dearborn
s'reets is the larges(, and perhaps the
the most fashionable church in thecity
of Chicago—that is to say, if & woman
uas & new ‘‘front” or a Raglar on and
wants to show it off to advantage she
can find no better place than Bethel
church in which to make the display,
provided of course the time be on Sum-
day night—any Sunday night will do.

But be that as it may the church it-
g-1t bas come into quits sn unusual
prominence lately; indeed 1 might say
an unenviable prominence, and all by
reason of a series of articles being pub-
lished in & local newspaper charging
the pastor, Rev. A. L. Maurray, with an
assortment of bad conduct—in fact
with all the conduct that can be brought
ander the head of either pad, badder or
baddest.

The articles appear over the name
«Philipino,”” and the sort of dust “Pbil-
ipino’’ is heaving at the doctor is of a
strong quality indeed. For instance.
he charges the doctor with doing things
to men’s homes, with ueing swear
words that would make General Egan
biush and with tanking up on bad
State street berrel house whiskey.
And he should have ended right there,
for State street whiskey has a reputa-
tion the worid over. It will make a
man do almost angtbing, If ne drinks
it, even to pcl'uting a pulpit. Men have
been known to get themselves on the
outside of a diop or two of it and
straightway become convinced that
they owned the world.

And 1n the doctor’s case who can
tell but that he, t0o, was actuated by
some such notion? If he drank the
whiskey he had a chance to be; for as
I said before State street whiskey is no
respector of persons. It will tangle a
preacher’s foot or lighten hie brain
just ss quick as it will any other man’s.
However that may be, if “Philipino”
could have knocked the Reverend doo=-
tor's socks off without dragging his
church into the melee the people of
Cnpicago would have felt betterr But
unhapily he could not. 8o every time
pe swung his left he landed fuli and
square on the doctor’s solar plexus.
And the blows had go much force be-
hind then they jolted the whole church
— knocked the cherubims and sera-
phims into & cocked hat. Indeed he

(Continued on,9th page.)
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