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A SOUTHERN LEGAL LIGHT.

Prof. Hofiman Pays a Tribue to J
Douglas Wetmore - The Lead.ng Afro-
American Attorney in Florida’s Me
tropolis —Success the Rewaid of In-

dustry, Perseverance and General

Worth.

Many years ago a famous writer
and author told that *‘some men are

born great, some attain greatness and

some have eoreatness thrust  upon
them.” Such was the case when those
words were written and such senti
ment could easily be applied to thal
age,

But now “to be born great is a condi

tion so uncertain that it has been cir
cumseribed to the narrow limits  of
rovalty, and since our present eivili-

/:nA:iun is so fast outgrowing the spirit
of  monarchy there is scarcely
significance attached to great .
That some have greatness thrust upon
them is regarded, too, with little ap-
preciation and with equal uncertainty,
because it's purely accidental and it
depends largely upon the meriis and
determination of the individual
whether it will last long enough to
vield any substantial resulis. ‘

But to “attain greatness’” has be-
came the motto of this age, and it is
only through indomitable penality,
strenous efforts and struggle that it
can  be  realized by the individual
recognized by others or made perma-
nently in itself. Great men, like great
events, must develop through opposi-
tion.  In passing from youth to man-
hood there are certain tests which they
Inust meet, and certain ordeals lhl'lrll:"li
which they must pass before they ean

any
births.

“”‘";-lmr worthy of note. Hardships
A1 ;l'l;ll\' are ’“.(.PS_\-HY‘\. "”“(l“i”“.\'.
tests and  ordeals are the principal

sStepping stones to the heights of great-

\“(l 10 See

‘ what signal achieve
nents result

; : from such conditions ob-
dining in real life we need only to
\\I‘\‘:u‘!_\ the career S)f the Hon. J. IH.I;II:I.\'
wetinore, one of the leading lawyers
of Jacksonville, Fla. ‘ )
Col. \.\'ummn- has a remarkable and
.‘szrt'.-sl.mj_f history. Those who believe
N destiny will find that he was from
is yYouth one of her most legitimate
- Jluil‘.c‘lli those who believe in fortune
_-“"'I'Hl,;r the brave or stability grow-
i out of adversity will find him a
riue and bright example.
‘Hn.n. J. Douglas Wetmore first saw
e light of day in Tallahassee, ™a.,
September 24, 1870, From this “beauti-
I zarden” he was ecarried by his par-
= to Navannah, Ga., but fate
ed tl_mt he should flourish best in
S .n;n‘m- soil, and econsequently, in
1846, the time of great political up-
":i!\'.ll. he returned with his parents to
¢ksonville where they have lived
e Since,
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He entered Cookman Institute, where
made quite a brilliant record as a
udent, and graduated in the class of
Seoat the tender age of 16 years, being
© youngest to wear that distinction

' to date. But the training which he
ceived in Cookman Institute only in-
f~:z\vd his desire for more knowledge,
«ud characteristic of the human mind

J DOUGLAS WETMORE, EsSQ.
A Leading Member cf the B.r, Jacksenville, Fia,

he began to plan the realization of that '
ambition, knowing that money was |
the prime necessity, and filled with the
usual spirit of adventure and inde-
pendence of youtl he left home for |
New York, where he worked to secure
the necessary means. Returning South
he entered Atlanta University, but
about this time his father went into
business and needed help, which young
Wetmore was prepared to give. He
therefore entered his father’s business
as bookkeeper and advertising azent.
Jut the young man’'s calling was not
in keeping books as much as in using
ihem for higher purposes, and there-
fore in 1889 he began teaching school.
Dissatisfied with that he determined to
more thoroughly  prepare
to meet the requirements of
sional life.

To do so he needed a hicher educa-
tion and more money. He therefore be-

himself |

4
j L ofes- !

gan io work for ithe latter, to secure
the former. He returned to Jackson- .
ville. where he became a reporter on |

the staff of the daily Alnerican (a}
colored journal), but that enterprise |
was quite shortlived and his prospects |
in journalism were blast d. But as a|
means to an end he turned his :mvn/‘
tion to polities, and in 1895 became
president of the Young Men’s Republi- |

can Club. elected delegate to several
state conventions, and figured promi-
nently in deposing theleading elements
of “Bossism,” then controling the poli-
tical machinery; believing in pure
nolities, he joined and supported the
independent party, which is now in
control. ut has truly said,
“there’'s a divinity that shapes and
onds. roueh-hew them how we will.”
Ispecially was this true in the sub-
ject of our sketeh, for he had thought
very little of the hand of destiny in
his many changes of fortune. e soon
renlized the fact, however, when the
Ifon. J. N. €. Stockton, the leader of
the independent party, so appreciated

Olle

' his political activity, as well as otier

sterling qualities, and became so in-
terested in his future that he offered
him 2 scholarship in any school of law

vhich he might choose, He chose the

i University of Michigan, where he com-
' pleted his course: returning home, and

in 1898 was admitted to the bar.

The following professional career ap-
peared in the Times-Union and Citizen
of that date: “Mr. Wetmore has sub-
mitted to the severest test of any ap-
plicant who was ever admitted to this
bar and passed a most creditable ex-

(Continued on page 9.)

IN HONOR OF PROF KELLY MILLER,

Fhe Social and Intll ¢ val Forces of
Washirg on Gathered at L e Festal
Boara ard Tes ifv Their Earaest Ap-
prseiaticn «f the Talented and Sch I-
ar y Seientist, Statistican a1 @ Phi o:-
cpner - Prcf.  Kichards Toastmsster,

e s

The largest and unquestionably the
most notable banquet ever spread in
ihe City of Magnilicent Distances was
that given on Wednesday evening of
last week in the spacious Odd irellows’
Hall in honor of Prof. Kelly Miller,
professor of mathematies at Howard
Uaiversity, and recognized everywhere
as one of the best-posted thinkers
along social and ceonomice lines that
the country has today, regardless of
color or race. Prof. Miller has written
quite a number of able articles and
pamphlets bearing upon the status of
the Negro as a citizen, npon problems
of education, higher and elementary,
upon the political future of a people
cnvironed as we are, upon the likeli-

hood of a solution of the American
puzzle in the PPhilippines and other
insular possessions, where racial con-

conflict may be expected—and in fact,
the scholarly gentleman has practi-
cally covered the field of advanced
thought in the discussion of the is-
ihat inierest the people of this
seneration.  The dinner in question
was, perhaps, more directly influenced
by Professor’s recent defense of the
Noeero hefore the National Academy of
Qocial Science, relying to and totally

sSes

extinguishing one Mr. Stetson, who
would  contend that the black race

could hope for little in the stern com-
petition of the times. Prof. Miller has
also just closed a successful term as
president of Bethel Literary and His-
torical  Association, the history of
which stands out in bold relief upon
ihe intellectual horizon of the race.
In a2 commendable spirit of encourage-
ment of the efforis of so capable and
<o useful a man as Prof Miller has
<hown himself to be, about one hun-
dred and twenty-five of Washington,
and the Nation's most potential fac-
tors, assembled at the festal board en
ihe date mentioned above. Every
phase of activity was represented. It
is probable that at no time in the an-
nals  of Washington's social life has

such  an  aggregation of intellect,
wealth,  culture and utility  been

brought together in this manner to
honor an individual or to inspire a
¢cause. The presence of ladies was an
innovation so pleasant that the experi-
ment may be repeated,

The speeches were in good taste and-
were prepared.  The speakers were
all  experiencd men of affairs, and
their opinions carried the weight of
aunthority. Prof William H. Richards,
ihe able and popular instructor in in-
ternational law at Howard University,
acted as toastmaster, and he acquitted
himself with great credit. Always
calm. thoughtful, digintied and affable,
these qualities were particularly re-
flected on this occasion, garnished by
a delicate but incisive humor that
added a keener zest that the broad

(Continued on page 8.)
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