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THE NEGRO BUILDING.
South Carolina’s Interstate and West Indian Exposition, Charleston,

Bouth Carolina.

THE AFRO-AMERICAN COUNCIL

Meets 1n Philadelphia and Carries 2 Most
Enthusiastic and Interesting Prog a n—
Able Men Make Aadresses and the Re-
election ot Officers

Phlladelphia, Pa. — (Special). — The
fourth annual session of the Afro-
American council met at 0Odd Fellows’
Temple Wednesday, at 10 a. ma. The
zathering was representative in every
respect. 'The ablest men of the race
were present. The I'resident, Bishop
Walters, was in the chair and presided
with his usual dignity. In his opening
address he said in part:

“The disfranchisement
wrong in principle and unwise in pol-
icy. We propose to prove it. The Na-
tional Afro-American Council has de-
termined to test the constutionality of
the election laws of the Southern
States. We have instisuted a test case
at New Orleans, La., and have re-
tained some of the ablest constitutional
lawyers in the country. We believe
that the election laws of Loulsiana,
Mississippi, South Carolina and North
Carolina are unconstitutional.

“We are not opposed to legitimate
restriction of the suffrage, but we in-
sist that restrictions shall appiy to all
citizens.”

This is considered the most import-
ant Negro franchise project so far be-
gun. The delegates to this convention
number more than two hundred, and
represent thirty-one States,
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The object of the Council is for the
general elevation of the race North
and South, and the maintenance of its
rights on a level with the white race,
as prescribed by the Constitution.
There were 130 delegates present, rep-
resenting 31 different States. The
morning session on Wednesday was
devoted to organizing the various com-
mittees and general routine. Mr. H.
S. Willlams, of B. W. 1., made an able
address on “The Unien of the Two
Negro Races.”

The afterncon session censisted of
several able addresses by prominent
wembers of the Copuncil.

Rev. Walter H. Black during
course of his remarks said:

“In spite of owr position as Amerl-
can citizens, we are faring very dif-
ferently from the way we should. We
are robbed and outraged every day in
the South, and it is our duty to pro-
test. We have been compelled to see
certain privileges taken away. and the
signs of the times point to still greater
losses in the future. We can stop this,
and we would not deserve well of the
American people if we did not do so.
The South has no right to take from
us the ballot box. I know God .
vindicate our wrongs.”

* -~ =

One of the most eloquent speeches
of the day was made by Bishep . S.
Smith, of Detroit, in the course of
which he said: “Ever since the six-
ties I have been trying to do my part
in the elevation of my race, and out
fn Michigamn we have a very bright
and glorious future before us. Every
man there is recognized alike. Here
in Pennsylvania, where vou enjoy the
sod-given right denied our people in
the South—that of the right to vote
without molestation—you have not one
representative at Harrisburg. This is
a state of affairs that must change,
and in Mighigan it has done so.

“This Council I recognize as

the

the

_greatest deliberative body of the kind

among us in the country. We want
to lmpress eur great functions upon
these Immediately around us, To »

scheme  is |
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certain extent we are our brothers’
keepers, and tell me, I pray, where
would this country be today had it
not been for these old altars of free-
dom, which assisted in raising the race
in thralldom and chains to be free
and independent?”

The evening session, which was held
at Wesley A. M. E. Zion Church, was
mainly occupied with the reading and
discussion of reports on the churches
and the local Councils. ® Members were
also allowed the privilege of speaking
for five minutes on subjects relating
to the race.

Among these were:

.

Talliferro, C.

Rev. G. 1. P.
J. Perry, T. Thomas Kor-

tune amd F. 1. Barnett, Assistant
State's Attorney, of Chicago.
Thursday the Council held its an-

nual election of officers, heard reports
of its various branches, including a
general discussion on education and
Iynching. The report of the Antl-
Lynching Bureau was especially inter-
esting. Mrs. 1da B. Wells-Barnett has
charge of this bureau, and because of
her absence her husband read a set
of resolutions in behalf of her work:

“Whereas, the lynching statistics of
1901 show that already 91 persons
have been put to death without a
charge under oath, a trial by jury or
an opportunity to prove their inno-
cence, three of the number being wom-
en, and four of the men being burned
to death,

“Resolved, That this Council ap-
point a committee to prepare and pre-
sent to the President of the United
States and Congress a memorial which
shall ask national legislation making
the Government answerable for the
murder of American citizens in the
same way and te the same extent as it
answers for the lynching of foreign-
ers, and further that it propose for
the adoption of the several State Leg-
islatures a Constitutional amendment
which shall give to the IFederal Courts
power and jurisdiction to secure a trial
by jury to every citizen of the United
States.”

The following statistics were read
before the Council, showing the extent
of mob violence during the past yvear:
Number of persons lynched....... 91
Number of women lynched
Number of persons burned alive.. 4

Offenses charged were as follows:

Race prejudice ................ PRSI
Murdereus assault ............... 6
Traln wrecking .................. 1
BADE. . consisacncronansencesdasass 12
BT ™k i e m e o b s e e = e et O
Serving as witness . ............. 1
Murder ......., .. ... .. .i..... A
Suspected rape .. ................ 2
Aftempted rape ................. v
Robbery ............. ........... 1
Insulting white women L
Implicated in marder ............ 4
Unknown offenses . ... ... ........ 2
AHEEe] TR . . v ren T e rn g 1
Keeping gambling houses......... 1
Sheltering murderers ............ 3
Suspected of Kkilling cattle........ 1
BRI ol v T i o ke o P Vg 90 A0 b 0
Mistaken identity ................ 1
Suspected cattle theft ............ 3
Horse stealing ................... 3
Resisting arrest .......ccv0eevueen. 1

Total........... A AT BT 91

The following officers were elected:
President, Bishop Alexander Walters,
New Jersey; vice presidenis, T. Thom-
as Fortane, New York: W. A. Pledger.
Georgia; George H. White, North Car-
olina; Dr. George W. Lee, District of
Columbia; C. H. Brooks, Pennsylva-
npia; Rev. H. T. Johnson, New Jersey:
Bishop George W. Clinton, North Car-
olina; E. C. Morris, Arkansas, and

Mrs, N, P. Mossell, Pennsylvania, Sec- hspeakers living, His lecture, delivered
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retary, Cyrus F. Adams, Illinois; finai-

cial secretary, George E. Wibecan, jr.,
New York:; corresponding secretary,
Jesse Lawson, New Jersey; assistant
secretary, J. N. Fullilove, Oregon; na-

tional organizer, Dr. Ernest lLyons,
Maryvland; sergeant-at-arms, Harry
Shepherd, Minnesota: chaplain, Rev.
J. N, Caldwell, South Carolina. Hewmds

of Bureaus—Educational, Dr. W, .
Jason, Delaware:; legislation, ¥, L.
MeGhee, Minnesota; business, Kmimetl
J. Scott, Alabama; ecclesiastical, Rev.
Walter 1I. Brooks, District of Colum-
bia; anti-lynching, Mrs, J. . Wolls-
Barnett, Illinois: literary, Dr. John .
McDongald, Pennsylvania: newspaper,
Charles J. Perry, Pennsyivania: euol
gration, Dr. A. L. Brown, Massachu-
setts.

THE SEAS DE NEWS

A Sensation 1n Salons Circles—The Ciy
Btill Wide Op-n —The Elite Dramatic
C ub on the Bills—General New s Notes
—An Eleoquent Divine,

Atlantic City, N. J.—(Special.)—Ho-
tel proprietors, saloonkeepers and their
army of help were thrown into con-
sternation this week by the issuance
by Justice Hendrickson of anoiher or-
der commanding that the
closed on Sundays. After seeing his
first order observed the first Sunday.
partly disregarded the second Sunday,
and wholly ignored since, the learned
Judge has fretted and fumed at what
he considers a slight to Jersey justice
and bas now, in a manifesto bristling
with threats, commanded the Mavor
to see to the closing of the saloons.
The Mayor has declared that he can
do nothing and that it is up to the po-
lice., The police can see no violation,
and so there you are. Judging from
the number of saloons open last Sun-
day, the Judge's order has not even
been read. It will be interesting to
note the progress of this contention
between the Judge and the city offi-
cials. 'The fall term of court convenes
September 10, and it will be interest-
ing to note the Judge's charge to the
jury, as he is the presiding Judge.

saloons be

The Elite Dramatic Club, of Ilad
don Hall, gave its second dramatic
production of the season to a small

buat appreciative audience at the Awdi-
torium Wednesday, August 7. The
size of the audience did not do justice
to the ability of the players. After
their successful presentation of *“Imo-
gene,” it is surprising that a larger
crowd did not attend. Those who at-
tended were loud in their praise of
the play. The play presented was
“Strife,” and though the scope of the
play did not allow the players to show
thelr real worths to advantage, yet
they did grandly. Mr. W. S. Jefrer-
son, as the gentleman of leisure, and
Mr. E. E. Jones, as Judge Buttons, are
to be singled out as deserving of spe-
cial mention. Mr. E. . Bell, the man-
ager, deserves great credit in getting
together and training such talent.

On Thursday evening. Augzust 8, the
Crescent Banjo, Mandolin and Guitar
Club gave a concert before one of the

largest crowds of the season (over
200y at Fitzgerald's Auditorinm. The

numbers presented were of an excep
tionably high order, being mostly clas-

sical. Following is the programme,
Crescent Club March. .......Thomas
Hely City cerresrene . Selected

Mandolins—I.. Washington, J. Wil-

liams, A Clark.

Guitars—D. Carrigan. J. Davis.
Guitar solo......... Thos., H. Ashton
Waves of the Danube..........Clob
Banjo solo 3l o il i e o 3 RO TN
Guitar solo ............ P. H. Sayles

Mr. Joseph Green. the famous rag-
time singer, took part. There were
thirteen numbers, and all were of the
highest order. Much of this musie
was composed by members of the ¢lub,
who number many COMPOsers among
its members. It will do well to notice
this club in the future. as wilh iis
musical talent it is bound to be heard
from sooner or later.

Rev. Dr. O'Connell, of the Bain-
bridge-Street M. . Church, delivered
an interesting lecture before the As-
bury A. M. E. Church Literary So-
ciety last I'riday evening on “Words
and Their Uses. Dr. O’'Connell.
though his name is Irish. is ong of the
best known and most powerful colored

"
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in his unusually deep and mas
manner. was highly
O’ 'Connell preached at the Ashur
Sunday evening to a packed
at the Asbury A. M. E. on the 1
of Morality.”

enjoved, Dr

- - @&

$75 To $150 PER MoONTH MAnLE Ry
AGENTs Kiegaul preminms Free, Ad
dress P O Box 570 Louisvil'e Ky
W hen you write it n this paper

HOTEL~ AND RESTAURANIS

Fine Wines
Owo Wesxies
Ano Branoies-

Philadelphia House,

M. F, CagrroLy, Prop.
Restaurant and saloon,
348 Pennpsylvania Avenue, N W,
Washington, D. C.

Meals to Order.
Class
Billiard and Pool Parlors Atiached,

Liquors of sll kinds,
Choleo Cigars,

Everything First
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Kingsbridge, New York, ‘
1
i
{
Go to KINGSBRIDGE for the
situated on Harlem river and uear 1l
son' High land. boating. tshi
crabbing, croqueting, trolle
lidt,‘m. 8iC., €LC, {
|
Twenty to forty-five winutes from
For varticulars address
DR. D. P. REID, ;
!
493 6ih ave, New Yor k.
%) %
P

SOUTHERN HOTKL,

Good board, steen  heat and electric
bells, Home ¢ nufori,
prices. 311 Pa. Ave., nw. Washing-
ton, D. G. Fine wines liquors
cigars and tobacco.

Jack M Byan, 1 ~opriclor,

moderate

THE MKINLEY HOUSE,
489 Missouri Ave., Near 6ih St
First-class accommodations forall.
An up-to date Hotel for colored
people. Rooms gpeatiy furnished,
Iinens ciean, and pnc«;s'wzsmn
reach of all. Meals and Lunches

served at all hours.

THE PORTER HOUSE CAFE

163 6th St, N W,

Wines, Ligoors and Cigars.—A full
line of the ¢hoicest liguors, the best
brands of cigars and the coolest
beer in Washington,

BROWN & SMITH,
Proprictors.
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SMITH CAF L
LADIES AND GENTLEMER®
DINING ROOM.
BOARD
BY 1HE DAY OR WEEE.

- —

A.M. SMITH,
479 Missours Ave. Proprietress
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Teachers
Bureau.,

59 C S, NV
Washindton, - . L.
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