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‘ The Duke of Darlington.

A South Carolinian Who has beenat the
Party Helm for Twen y-‘wo Years A
Poli‘ician, a Diplomat and a Leader of
(Great Force of Cha.acter—His Leader-
ship Endorsed,

Columbia, S. C.—Edmund H. Deas,
the Republican State Chairman, was
in the city vesterday on his way to
Washington where he is going to look
after a number of things that are in
the air in Republican circles just now.
The recent death of Collector Webster,
the National Committeeman from this
Siate, has started a great deal of talk
about the status and future of the Re-
publican organization in South Caro-
lina, and the old line Republicans are
becinning to take on new life with
the advent of President Roosevelt.

Deas is not only the State Chairman
of the party organization but he is
now virtually Webster's successor on
the National Committee also. He goes
to Washington having in his pocket
the endorsement in writing of 18 of
thie 24 members of the Republican
State Committee for the position of
National  Committeemen succeeding
Webster, This amounts to his election
the committee. He does not intend,
ne says, to retain both positions, but
will do so for the present, until things
are more settled than they are just
HOW,

Yestorday Deas was. considerably
wrought up over the column article on
‘i‘w local page of The News and Cour-
ler yesterday in regard to the Repub-
lican situation in this State. In speak-
mg of the matter he said:

“In the article headed, “Mr. Blalock
Wins,” it is stated that there will be
an appointment in two or three days,
Jtayselt am willing to put up $1.000
that there will be no appointment in
two or three weeks., And T am will-
‘;’n'_: to wager another $1,000 that Mr.
-{“hn Gi. Capers will never be National
Committeeman, This article bears the
carmarks of the captain. It is a nice
‘»\'H." to win the favor of the Negroes
hy r:s:tlc-(-rlxxg on them as he has done
in this article. He ought not to think |
that he can run over the Republicans
1 South Carolina roughshod while he
himself is a registered vo%er in the
State of Maryland, This article is only
ntended to force and intimidate the
Negro into endorsing hirn. It says:
It is not out of place just here, in
passing, to remind some of the
Y\_‘“‘f-’.nw:\‘ who are h()lf‘ing office that
- ey are loosening th s hold they once
-:":u.!‘ on a job by da ghling in polities:
\_“,:l.,:nd] lllm.r there js an axe for every
:1;1.-].‘1 Q“1() dx‘nj_'. C flice in (‘1‘;‘._-]‘-i<tt)ll.
. Suppose it jg meant that there
e Iw(“-n ' yft:u'uln}a.‘ T heir nzllmt‘-\
the sacrific Miened; gl e ﬂ“(\."".l( ..\(;u
be hande <, counter and ‘th}’.‘_ d'“l ’:
they we J down, and sv quickly that
Thev - 41 net know wl at hit them.
mey, ¥l not listee, hawe'ver, and the

who have the fedeppl patronage
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A New Leader in South Carolina Politics

dents to search assidiously for the

The Spanish-American war gave

President MecKinley the key to the

situation and he left no stone un-

turned to bring about the feeling of

one conntry, one flag, ~me common

people. Southern men f in

high commands in the

ganized in the South £

sideration was given tc

that even the Confederate Uesnc. -

recommended. So successful was the

policy of President M¢Kinley that at

his untimely death the problem was

nearly solved. The policy of Presi-

dent Roosevelt is already fore-

shadowed. He proposes to handle the
situation in the South in a praectical,

common-sense way and, already the
' edict has gone forth that the best men
in the South and especially thosé who
represent the intelligence and wealth,
will denominate and dictate the Fed- .
eral offices. In all of the Southern
States there are leaders of character
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taken but little part in politics. This

colored men as well.

The death of Internal Revenue Col-
lector Webster, of South Carolina,
brings to public attention more than
ever the South Carolina situation.
Among the leaders of that State is 4
Col. L. W. C. Blalock, of Goldsville,
&, (. He is a successful business man,
i« the secretary and treasurer of omne
of the largest cotton mills in the
State and has been elected a number |
of times to office by his constituents. ¢
He was formerly Mayor of Newberry,
S. C. Col. Blaloek represents the new  ©
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He is a native of the State and en- §
tered into active pelitics about 1888.

He represents the conservative, though | i
progressive, element of his party in ' F
the State. Himself a man of means §

the confidence not only of the best £ 8
white citizens of his State but is?
known as a friend to the colored peo-'
ple and has championed their cause in:
season and out of season. £

In conversation with Col. Blaloek ¢
he gave expression to the following’ &

velt is easily the master of the situa-iig
tion in the South and that his policy
will be to appoint the best men to of -2
fice and to use such influence as willi
pring about the best results. 1 am aj
[natlve of the State, was born there

(Continuned on Fifth page )

-y

key to the solution of the Southerm i
problem. Since the days of the la- {8
mented Garfield, the succeeding Re-
publican Presidents have watched the &
South, as it were, and have done all
in their power to destroy that imigin-
ary line known as Mason and Dixon. i}

is true not only of the white but the i 3
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Mot L W, C. Bllock,

element in South Carolina politics.
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and a successful business man, he has " &«
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sentiment: “I believe President Roose-} i@ |
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and the Choice of the Republican Lead- i

ers of his State for Political Preferment i

-—A Successful Business Man who is Pop- t H

ular alike with all Classes. . »

For more than a decade it has been A
ihe policy of the Republican Presi- 3

and of standing, who have heretofore [ ‘
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