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YHE COLURED AMERICAN, W. HXINGTOR, D«

BY BISHOP ALEX:NDER WALTERS:

The President’s Mescage ad the Afro-American,
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I beveread with a great deal of in-
terest and profit the admirable message
of President Thecdore Rousevelt, but
Was sadly cisajpointed when I discov-
ered 'hat L.e had ignored thbe subjects of
lyuching and di-franchisement of the
Negroes in the 8 uth. The good Presi-
dent seems to have ransacked earth
and heaven to find sometbing to write
gbour, and has been profuose in his
fecommenda lone to Congress; indeed
he bas asked that body to act upon
everything from the cedars of the far
West to the Census Bareaun of the East
wi.h ansarchy, reciprocity, Isthmian
Canpal, truste, emigratiop, increase of
the navy and a number of other minor
matiers ihrowa in, bat not a word con-
cerning the paramoupt issue of the
day: ““The amicable adjostment of the
relati ns between the whites and blacgs
in the Soaih ”

That part of the President’s o essage
whieh relates to ana'chy and bis re-
commendalion to CLngress to pass
stringent !a #a ‘o eradicate it, [s espec-
islly pieasing, but [ am sorry that the
President did not go a lit1] - further and
st least mention such vital questions as
disfrapchis:ment and mcb viclencs. for
soarchy and m'b viclerea s&re ‘win
sisters—in th: same category. Itisf |
to think of m aking a law that w li pro
tect the I:fs of tha Pres'dent or othrer
Figh cffic.cls whi‘e lawnlissress is a -
l)wed to sizlz abroad urm. i :ted
There can be no secu ity a% 1ths ‘o
when there is rotteaness st the b t-
t>m. The way to m ike the life of the
President safe i3 to banish lawlessne:s
from the land. In this great republic
the Jife of the humblest citizen shounld
be us sacted as the most exalted. [ re
iterate that the only way to mske the
President’s life secore 18 to make ths
life of every citizan secure.

It seems to me that our president’s
of late have in their messages studioun:-
Jy ignored the “Brother in Black.”
When President McKinley in 1896
jailed to speak out against lynching,
the Negro press and the | aders of vhe
rice sentupalorg and 1s d protest
agalost his sin of ez i n, bus w'a’
wad & crime I1n President
dres 1ot a pear to 18 an «ff n-e in
P =sident R o evel. 17it was wrong iu
Pe-gident McKinley to ignore the ques
t on of lynching in his message then it
18 equally wrong in President Rocsevelt
to do so. '

Perhaps the dinner to our good
feiend Prof. Washington was in‘ended
a3 a substitute for this omission;if such
11 the case Lthe Prerident has made a
grave missake. The intelligent Ne-
groeas of this country, wh:le thanking
him for the honor bestowed upon their
chief lezder, will not be saticfled with
his eilence oa the most imrortant ques-
tion before the country: Of the dinner
taey will eav: *‘This ye ought to have
d «ne!’’ and of his failure to speak
a raims: lynching and disfranchisement
of Negroes because of their color they
will say: This ye ought not to have
done., A few insignificant positions
given to members of the colored race
will not eompencate for ignoring the
rights of 10,000 009 people,

‘The late President McKinley seemed
to be dominaied by southera 1: fluence;

nowiaz taas tasSoaia was thorough-

M K ul®y | ijgce our emancipation.

l Msan’’ and has come fo the throne for

ly opposed to the President comment-
ing adversely on their acts of mob vio-
lence and dwsfranchisement, out of
d:feseneces to their wishes in his second
mesage to Congress be remained silent
on those sul:jacts, and they tock his
silence to be a tacit acquieecence in
their acts of disfianchisement, etc.
Hepce this embcldzned the SBou:h to
proceed more unblushingly in its aets
of curtailment of the rights of the !
black man wiih the exception of the;
Hayes administraioa. ‘;

Our civil and peolitical losses were
ereater during the administration of
Precident McKicl y than at any peri d

ple. We ought to stop shoating until
some hing tangible iz done for us. We
are contending for our constitutional
rights and coght not to be pacified un
til we secure them.

SOUTHERN POLICY.

The polic; of sapplanting colored of-
fice holders in the South with white
ones on account of color prejudice is as
unwise s& it is upjast, Wherever col-
ored citizans are tax payers ard men of
character and abslity, they cught to be
al owed to hold (flie in common with
their white brethrem. This velicy
ghould not only obtain in the South,
but shoald alto be followed in the
North, This would be fair play, and
that alone can make peace.

OPPOSED TO REDUCTION OF SOUTHERN
REPRESENTATION.

To reduce soutbern representation in
Copgress on account of the disfran-
chisement of Negroes is to legalize the
laws of disfranchisement which have
been passed by some of the southern
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BISHOP A. WALTERS,

Proctidont ~f Na-innal Afra_Awmowiaan (1} 'ﬂ“n”.

In tbis par-
t cular we hope that President Roose-
velt wlil 1 ot follow in the steps of his
predecessor. but I am frank to confess
that the ou !ook is not at all encourag-
ing. Let us hope that he i3 * God’s

such a time as this.

BHOU.ED T0OO SOON.

When we heard that Mr. Waerhing-
ton by invitation of President Roose-
velt pad dined with him at the White
House, a Fost of us threw our hats in
the air and hurrahed ourselves hoarse
over the President’s magnanimous
action We did not stop Lo think thst
poesibly it waa the act of a wily poli
tician. who felt he was ssfe in inviting
a colored gentleman to his table who
was the suppoeed *‘idol”’ of t'e white
people of the Bouth. It was not
thought tbat any offens2 would be giv-
en to them by sach an action; their
disapproval of the affair was a surprise
tous all. Asarule weare too essily
satisfied; a smile and a few kind words
on the part of those high im authority

'statea; sucL an action instead of helping

tha Negro would be an irjory to him,
What 18 nreled is not reduction of reg-
reseptation. but refusal to seat any and
all southern representatives who have
been elected under the new state con-
stitutions which are in conflict with
the Federal Constitution, This will
cause them to repeal the laws and en-
act such a8 will affect both white and
black alike, To such laws we have no
objection.

NEGROES SHOULD UNITE.

Itis time for us to lay sside our bicker-
ings and petty jealousies and unite for
self protection. How long will the
leaders sit supinely by and see state af-
ter state pass laws of disfranchisement,
and their brethren burned at the stake,
and all manner of irjustices perpetrat-
ed agairst them? Here all the courage
died out of the rae¢? What has be-
come of the manhood of the ““egro of
whinch we used te bear so muc.: Has it
fled? 1I*is bigh time that the leaders
shoul1 meet and confer together as to
the best prlicy to be pursued in this

cris's. Let us up and enter a long and
Joud protest against these discrim/na-

seem 10 satisfy the majority of our peo-

:

tory laws uotil we are heard and g
change for the better is effested. -
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SALOUOONS

Erifz Reuter’s

WasHINGTON, D. C,
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT

451, 453, 455, 457 Penn. Ave.
202, 208 and 210 4} St. Northwest

MOORE & PRIOLEATU,

Sparta - Buffet aad Cale

31216 Pa.Av. Wash, D.C.

PFine wines, ligunors and cigars,
Hot Free Lunch Every Day. 3% Ladled
will receive special attentiop in Dining
Room upstairs.

Jas. F. Keenan,
|

Rectifier and Wholesale |
Liquor Dealer, :

Elegant Club Whiskey a Special ty':
Importer of Fine Wines, Brand-
ies, Gins, Etc

462 Pennsylvanis Ava3anae, NW, |
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T.F Conroy & Co.
Distillers’ Agents & Wholesale and
Retail Dealers in Foreign and
‘Domestic Wines and laquors.

1421 14214 P Street, Northwrst.:
=3 00 =53 |

..C. HH NAUGHTON..

LIOUORS
AND SEGARS

FINE W INFE,
Harper & Wilson a specialty,
1926 Fourteenth St., Northwest,
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Gray & Costley,
WINES, LIQUORS & CIGARS 2

Laales and Gentlemen’s Dining Room
nj} stairs. The best of service gu: ranteed

1313 E Street N. W.

WasHINGTON, D. O
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Chris.Xander's, ¥

QUALITY HOUSE,

809 7zth st NW,

Established 35 years ago. The largesl
wholesale stock 'n town of the mosi .

exquisite, faultiess wines and distiliates
(In all 240 kinds,) at Chris Xander’s
moderste prices no others can compeis
in qualitv and purity with any of h!s
goods. His liqunors are absolutsly free
from fuse! pofson.
(No branch houses.)
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Phone 1425,
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WATCH THE
Colored American.




