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MAN- ON-THE- CORNEK

COMMENDS SCHOOLS AMND
TALKS ABOUT CHURCHES

Some Chalk-Sketches of Well Known
Mon, and a Heart-to-Heart Chat Abowut
Those Who Mingle With Ghe Passing

Throng., % % %

“There’s a chie' among ye takin' n~tes *’

this commercial age, dollars count

or much in the equation of influence

The man who can pay his way, write
checks on banks, and hold deeds to real
estate is pretty sure to be addressed as
“Mr." by everybody, and the proudest
white man is ready and eager to do busi-
ness with him. Money wipes out color
lines, and concrete evidences of thrift
and enterprise furn a stronger argu
ment for racial capacity than all the

learned articles that could be crowded
into the pages of the North American
Because of his practical recog
sledge-hammer truths,
‘ Cook has come to be regarded
v the captains of commerce as Wash
ngton s most substantial colored citizen
solid man, and the Board of
the clearing house and heavy
orations metaphorically, if not lit-
lly, “take off their hats” to him. To
ure, all know him as a man of high
‘ter, of ammnle learning, once an
lustrious collector of taxes here, and
s an exemplary head of his household—
t 1s it for these desirable qualities that
1s picked out for especial commenda-

» when so many others possess them
1al degree? No, sir! It is because
“. Cook has ebeyed the law of the
“get money!” He is worth at least
0,000—and his wealth is not “on pa-
per” either—nor is it represented by
property mortgaged to death in a trust
npany. He holds clear deeds to some
the finest residence and business sites
the District and the income from his
'ts 1s more than any salary he could
tord to accept, if occupancy of an of-
- demanded the surrender of his pri-
te business. Few people who view the
perb building  at Fourteenth and H
reets realize that it is owned by John
00k, one of our race. He is conser-
ve 1n_ his relations with his white
'w-citizens, and his natural manner
approach, dignified demeanor, polite
ring that suggests nothing of the sy-
fant,  together with an accurate
\‘\u‘dge of just what to say, how
ch to say and where his presence is
'me, have all placed him upon-the
"-{n'lcﬂ of shrewd, common sense and
! Afro-American manhood in the es-
nation of the court of last appeal—the
ple. Though “looked up to,”. he is
¢r ostentatious, obtrusive or egotis-
Nothing is done in a public_way
‘hout Mr. Cook being consulted. - His
rsement of anyone is accepted with-
‘avil.  His name is found upon all
ription lists where cash is needed
T great functions, city displays or
01 charity. No race can be called a

MEN OF THE HOUR.

HON. CORNELIUS J, JONES,

A Leading Member of Ghe Mississippi Bar, Urged for Appointment to a
Judicial Office in America’s New Insular Possessions.

failure as long as it develops, supports

and encourages such stalwarts as John
F. Cook.

The public schools of Washington
were never in better condition than now.
There are no scandals, no factional quar-
rels, no personal friction from partisan
jealousy. There is unity of purpose and
enthusiasm arhong supervisors, teachers
and pupils all along the line. Why?
Discipline—executive ability—resource-
ful generalship. The commanding ge-
nius of Assistant Superintendent Win-
field Scott Montgomery is “largely re-
spousible” for this unusual but truly
welcagne state of affairs in the nation’s
capital."®He has full charge of the man-
agement of the colored schools, and the
trustees” have perfect confidence in his
judgment—they map out policies, but
leave methods and details to him—and
in this they show a wisdom borne out
by ‘pleasing results. Mr. Montgomery
has jurisdiction over thirty-eight build-
ings, scattered all over town and his
teaching force numbers nearly five hun-

dred. Many are graduates from leading
colleges of the country, and their reputa-

B

tion as educators is acknowledged by ap-
plause from all quarters. Local gradu-
ates are provided with places after com-
pleting the normal course, thus affording
the young peopie of this city a stronger
incentive for careful preparation. Now
that the positions are permanent, each
teacher works with redoubled energy.
The special departments, sewing, cook-
ing, manual training, domestic science,
drawing, military tactics, etc., are all in
the hands of experts—but those who
know Mr. Montgomery best say that he
seems to know several encvclopedias full
on every one of the branches enumerat-
ed. At any rate, Mr. Montgomery’s ad-
ministration is giving the utmost satis-
faction, and parents and friends could
10t spend a day to better advantage than
by dropping in here and there and sur-
vey the system he is so thoughtfully car-
rying into effect.

Why ecannot some of our churches and
lyceums, which pretend to be leaders,
to be up-to-date and to instruct the
masses, quwit the abominable parading
up to the table to give their contribution?
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wanuidate
of Malcontents—Deveaux to Be Ap-
pointed -Pritchard May Have
Trouble. = % %

I dlana’s Senator ..o. Ghe

Some

The erstwhile president-makers on the
Republican side have suspended business
temporarily. Those in “jobs” are devot-
ing their energies to keeping in, and
hose on the outside the breastworks
ind that it keeps them hustling to find
1 place to locate an entering wedge. At
present writing Mr. Roosevelt has every-
thing his own way, and as neither he nor
s friends betray any anxiety about the
problem of succession, there is nothing
for the lukewarm folks to do but to
impotently, look as wise as possible, and
scout around for some prominent mal-
content who they may use as a rallying-
point or storm center. The truth is
that all the “kickers” are either disap-
pointed office-seekers or chronic dis-
turbers who are never pleased under any
‘ircumstances. The animus of their
complaint is so apparent that it fails to
inspire a respectable following or furnish
1 platform upon which men may stand
and submit to investigation.

One gentleman of national parts about
whose tall figure some are causing pres-
idential lightning to flash is Senator
Charles Warren Fairbanks, of Indiana.
We all like Mr. Fairbanks. He is
clean, affable, experienced in public af-
fairs, and is sound on all the primary is-
sues of Republican policy. He is all
right on the Negro problem and can be
relied upon to stand firmly for human
rights and the Constitutional guarantee
of protection to all citizens of every sec-
tion or land covered by our flag. He is
an intense American, and like Roosevelt,
knows no individual by his color, race,
extraction or previous condition of ser-
vitude—or finance. An attempt is being
made by some very worthy Republicans
—and by others not so worthy—to array
Mr. Fairbanks as an anti-administration
candidate for the presidential nomina-
tion. But he is too shrewd to be caught
by chaff and too level-headed to appear
as the creature of a mere “wing” of the
party organization. He has a sure thing
on succeeding himself in the Senate by
the united voice of his followers in the
legislature to be chosen this fall and he
will not risk a2 division of strength by
permitting an impression to go abroad
that he is not in thorough accord with
the administration program.

As a matter of fact, Mr. Fairbanks
and President Rogsevelt are warm per-
sonal friends, and no public man is more
welcome at the White House than In-
diana’s senior senator. So closely _have
their relations been that many far-sight-
ed politicians are already suggesting that
the old “lucky combination” of New
York and Indiana would be just the
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