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A COLORED CROESUS

Remarkable Career of a Negro
Who Had Amassed a Fortune of
Two Million Dollars-

A striking evidence of the capacity of
the Negro to acquire wealth by thrift
and economy is found in the successful
career of Colonel John McKee who died-
a few days ago in Philadelphia

He was one of the wealthiest colored
men in Philadelphia if not in the coun-
try At one time he owned more than
1000000 acres of land and his estate
is said to be valued between 1500000
and 2000000

Colonel McKee was born in 1821 at
Alexandria Va and was indentured as
a brickmaker when he was in his teens
He was of an adventurous temperament
and away but was back and
compelled to finish his apprenticeship
At the age of 21 he reached Philadelphia
worked first in a livery stable and after
wards at the restaurant of James Pros
ser He married his employers daugh-

ter and later succeeded him in the busi
ness conducting it until 1866

He had been buying property from
time to time and on his retirement from
the restaurant entered actively in the
real estate business buying and selling
property for himself

McKee owned at the time of
his death from 300 to 400 houses each
of them unencumbered He was the
founder and owner of McKee City on
the West Jersey Railroad New Jersey
a tract of 4500 acres divided into twenty
one farms He also owned about 300000
acres of coal and oil lands in Kentucky
and in Logan county V Va a tract of
twentyone acres at Fifth street and
Oregon avenue Philadelphia over 23
000 ares of land in Bath and Steuben
counties N Y a farm of sixtysix
acres at Croydon on the Delaware river
besides many other properties in Penn
sylvania and in other States

Colonel McKee in 1870 organized and
was colonel of the Thirteenth Regiment-
N G P in the Fifth Brigade of which
General Louis Wagner was brigadier

eneral and continued in the command
for two years Afterward he organized
and was colonel of the Eighth New Jer-
sey another colored regiment

There are surviving colonel McKee a
daughter Mrs A A P Syphax of
Philadelphia and six grandsons who
are Harry McKee Minton and
F and Theophilus M McKee of that
city and John and Douglass Syphax
and Marcellus M McKee of Washing-
ton D C

The deceased had many peculiarities-
one of them being the distribution of
gifts at Christmas to his tenants
Wagons with poultry stopped at each
door the day before tht festival and
each house renter was the recipient
his bounty The children were remem-
bered by toys and candies The
was distributed to the children of his
own neighborhood and in the bestowal
the policemen and firemen were always
on hand to help the donor He was tac
iturn and selfengrossed always and his
personal appearance marked the eccen-
tric man but gave no evidence of one
with such vast riches During the days
of the colored ilia he was liberal to
the regiment over which he was lieu-

tenant colonel equipping the fife
drum corps and contributing in other
ways to its success

An editorial elsewhere discusses fur
their incidents bearing upon this re
markable character-

A Negro Playwright

Those who enjoyed the several
productions last year under the

direction of Mr W Henry Thomas will
be glad to know that this talented young
actor and playwright has returned to the

During his absence he and his
company scored flattering successes in
New York and New Jersey The
bears the title of the Thomas Imperial
Dramatic Company While only a year
old to its entertainments here last fall
large audiences were attracted which
filled such representative churches as
John Wesley A M E Zion church Shi-
loh Baptist Bethlehem Baptist and oth
ers besides halls in the city and Ana
costia Mr Thomas had been prepar-
ing to produce a big melodrama here

of the theatres about the latter part
p April but death in fcis family has
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made a delay necessary He will spend
some time in Washington but expects-
to reside in New York next year

Gay Season at Annapolis

Anupoia Special AS If to
rorget the sad days of the penitential
reason scceiy has now rushed Into gay
nty heretofore unknown weddingf
dances receptions teas and innumer
able pleaeurea One of the prettiest
weddings of the Reason was that of MJf s
Hattie Hyme Reed daughter of Mre
Sidonia Reed Johnson to Mr Thomas
Edward Badm on Monday evening
March Slit at St Phillips P E church
The church was beautifully decorated
with potted palms and flowers Tte
bride who who was beautifully attired
in organdie with chiffon and pear
trimming earned lilies of the valley
She entered the church to the strain
of wedding march with
her broiherinlaw Mr Beij min
Phillips preceded by two ushers
ileasrd John T Stepney and Mr J
Albert Little and two bridesmaids
Mi a as Lizzie Wtlis and Annie K ng
who wore pink organdie and Miss
Irene S ewart as made of honor who
wore white organdie The bride wa
met at the altar by the groom and hit
oust man Mr John H King jr Tht-
CJremony wets performed by Rev J
Simons priest in charge Immediately
after the ceremony a reception was giv
eu at the residence of the brides mOlt
r West at An immense throng wit

uesBea the ceremony The receptior-
ras ix agnificeiit and the were
numerous an 1 costly

The lu quoits Circle gave their semi-
annual reception on Tuesday April 1 t
at the Assembly Rooms Goucester
street It was a decided success the
nualc entrancing and the gueet
lid justice to the occasion Mr ann
Mis W J Abrams arrived here to
spend the first days of their honey
moon at the residence of Mr and Mra
E Fletcher of Murray Hill Quite s
number of friends attended the recep
tlon The parlor was elaborately deco-
rated The menu was fit for an i pi

SEveral selections were rendered
by Mr Thomas B den On Thursday
evening April 3rd Mrs Johns of

mtowri gave an At Home in honor
of Mr and Mra W J Abrums The
supper consisted of salads ices cake
and wine D ncii g was indulged in
oy the younger set Many out of town

ueats were present Friday evening the
residence of Mr ana Mrs W H Bates
was a scene of beauty the occasion be-
ing a tea in honor of Mr and Mrs Arr
ramp The dominant color was red

Mr and Mrs Thomas Richardson
gave a dinner on Sunday evening April
6th at their residence 17 South street
in honor of Mr and Mis Thomas Ba
den The tabo was spread for

Prof Kealir g at Nashv lie

Mr Keeling editor of the A M E
Review Philadelphia Pa delveTed
the lecture s this year before the Inter
Collegiate Lecture Bureau of Nash-
ville Tenn April 18 1902 Mr JTeal
lags subject wai The Increments of
Civilization The lecture bureau has

maintained succeafrfu ly for thir
teen years by Wsl Jen University and
Roger Williams University and has
had such speakers as Hon John M
Langaton Hon Frederick
Revs Wm A Creditt J W E Bowen
M C B Mason and C 8 Smith Prof
Kealing is a scholar and an orator and
his lecture was equal to the demands
of tne ocoaiion
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H K FULTONS

314 9trf Street o tVwest

ESTABLISHED 1870

M ney Leaned on ache Diamod3 Jewelry
Silv iwra etc Uuredefcm Dimo d Mitl J w Iv f r sale nt grpafly re

duced prices Old troid and Bilver
B light

1V1EMPHI3 TKNN
VAUDEVILLE SHOW Every Night Now booking shows for this and

next seas In R R CHURCH PROPRIETOR AND MANAGER

THIS BOOK J

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NA
TIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

Which held its first convention In Boston Mass August 2324 1900
BOOKER T WASHINGTON President and Founder

This convention was the first National Convention of color
efl business men ever held in this or any other country Every

e of business was represented the farmer the hanker the o
eau ator the doctor the lawyer the manufacture the author f
tile Merchant and rulers municipalities The addresses deliv-
er d and papers read are all in this book besides over fifty cuts
of delegates and others which makes it a valuable souvenir of f
the convention
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ments of all kinds and many other for selling Salvona Soaps and Perfumes allow ton
15 days to deliver coods and collect for them We give cash commission it No mone re
quired We prepay all freight charts Illustrated catalogue free Write today SOAP

CO Chesman Blue St Louis Mo-
w e can personally assure our readers that the Salvona Soap Co is thoroucly reliable and trusted
by Editor i

premiums We
desired

SAL VOrA
>

REDUCEDI REDCUED
HIs Readings to

Ladles 250 Gents 50 0

PROF CLAY
eldest established Clairvoyant tells yon

business love affairs lain 11 troubles nbon-
jawsultK divorces or anything ou wish t
snow brings se ara ed together caus
speedy marriages removes family troubles

pelt8 er my t rlonB taallngK 10
dally 4JW H t w

FUNRITURE and HOUSKHOLD GOODS

BOUGHT SOLD or EXCHANGED

VST

Furniture Stoves 2 Carpets
605 Louisiana Ave NW or 422 IOth5 1

Paid for all Household Goods

Star Steam Laundry
1317 14th St N W

FifsfCliss 5 Work 3 Guaranteed
L Brice Proprietor Phone Main 666
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rEAl R Is

NW
Highest ash Prices
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for sell ng 24 boxes balvona oaps or bottles Salvona Per
fumes To introduce our soaps and perfumes we free
to every purchaser of a box or bottle a beautiful cut glass

pattern joinch fruit bowl or choice of many other valuable
articles To the agent who sells 24 boxes soap we give our

sopiece Dinner Set lull size handsomely decorated and
coldlined We also give Curtains Couches Rockers
lor Tables Sewing Machines Parlor Lamps AJusicallnstrn
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Dave Wolf
Manager of Wm

Hahn Co has opened an
up to date Show House
Where can be found all the
leading styles and novelties-
in good shoes

See hs
Lace

Frank Crawford formerly with same Firm
is now with

WOLF
916 7TH ST N

The strong Window Screens
for only

Just the screen you want for the door its
strong and well made Complete for
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