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1THE COLORED AMERICAN, WASHINGTON, D. €.

HOW TO HELP THE SOUTH

Prof. E,A Johnson, in an Open
Leotter, to * Bruce Grit’’ Makes
Some Practical Suggestions—
Work Not Talk Wanted.

My dear sir:—I have always regard-
ed you as one of the best writers of
the race, before the public today. My
opinion is sirengthened by your re-
cent article in The Colored American
on the southern situation, using Dancy
as a subject. Your lambasting of the
fellows who yelp and shout about
what ought to be done, and who are
always a long distance from the firing
line, and who constantly do nothing
to help the solution of the knotty pro-
blem in the South, is rich. Hit 'em
agin!”

The fact is, we are here like a sur-
rendered or overpowered army. Com-
pletely at the mercy of the enemy,
to attempt fight would mean annihila-
tion. The only sensible thing to do
is to make terms with the other side.
The better the terms the better the
conditions. That's just what we are
trying to do. The other side manifest
a disposition to treat with us, and we
desire to, and are grasping the oppor-
tunity. Meanwhile something may
turn up for the better. Certainly the
first thing, as Grant said, is “let us
have peace.” If we can get peace,
sensible conclusions may be reached
and some adjustments of the situation
had.

oW, as to how some of our anxious
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friends North and elsewhere, can help
in this race problem, let me suggest
that they get right down to business
and turn some of the money wasted
annually in pieniecs and lavish enter-
tainments into schools and missionary
enterprises in the back woods of the
South where the light of civilization
has scarcely gone. One with common
sense, with a model form in his head,
and sufficient energy to work out his
plan would be weicomed by the whites
in we South, and his aid to the colored
people would be of the sort that tells
for the future. This is the kind of
work that the New England women
did by organizing little clubs in the
North soon after the war. Many of
them would live on half fare, and
many others would deprive themselves
of some accustomed luxury in order
that they might get the means neces-
sary to send a barrel of clothing, or
make a contribution to the “mission-
ary” who had gone South to help
elevate the colored people. These
New England people have mostly with-
drawn from this work, and it is now
up to the Negro himself to take hold
and supply these places.

My hope is that our people every-
where will become imbued with the
same spirit of self sacrifice for the
good of the race. This is one of the
crying needs of the age, which ecalls
louder to us than the building of fine
churches, or making elaborate dis-
plays in conventions. We must be
aroused along this line, and I trust
that men of your calibre and access
to the people through the public press.
will push this idea along, and let it
take vim and burn its way into the
minds and hearts of our people, who
are able and ought to help in the
great uplift of the race. When we
clear up the minds of these colored
people South, and give them the pro-
per conception of duty and labor, the

marching

yace problem will be

happily on to solution. Anyhow we
can then reach them. As it now stands
in many places they simply cannot
be reached in the ordinary way. We
may write long essays and engage in
Philosophical discussions from now
until doomsday, but the man in the
woods knows nothing about*this, and
therefore is unmoved. If those who
are better circumstanced in the North
and elsewhere, wish to reach these
people, let them organize and send out
sensible men and women who will go
to the front and help teach the people
how best to adjust themselves to the
demands of this new century’'s ecivili-
zation. There is a crying demand for
this kind of work, while much of the
other is mere bombast and a waste of
energy that might be put to a better
purpose.
E. . JOHNSON.

Raleigh, N. C., Sept. 20, '02.

MRS. BRIGGS’ UNTIMELY DEATH.

A very sad cortege passed through
Washington, Monday September 15th,
bearing - the corpse of Mrs. George
Briggs, (nee Annette Lacey,) en route
to Knoxville, Tennessee, where the
young bride of nine months will be
buried among her people. Mrs. Briggs
was well known and esteemed by a
large circle of friends in Washington,
and for several years prior to her
marriage lived with her sister, Mrs.
John Nicholas, of 408 Elm street,
northwest. Her death came as a
shock too, and she is sincerely mourn-
ed by a host of friends.

A NEW INVESTMENT COMPANY.

Mr. John D. Fossett has taken the
Washington agency of the Metropoli-
tan Benevolent Investment Company,
>f Richmond, Va. His headquarters
ire at 505 D street northwest. J. E.
Byrd is president of the company;
Rev. W. H. Brooks is vice-president;
Harry A. Pearson is secretary and
treasurer; Thomas L. Jones, general
ittorney, and Rev. George W. Lee,
‘hairman of finance committee. Wash-
ingtonians ¢ia the Board of Directors
hesides those mentioned are Rev. W.
J. Howard, Frank Gaines, and Dr. E.
D. Scott.

Miss Alice Trapp2 Entertains

Quite a pretty party met last Tues-
iay evening at the residence of Mrs.
R. H. Booker, by invitation of Miss
Allie Trappe. The parlors were tastily
lecorated with palms and flowers and
the garden beautifully decorated with
‘anterns. Dancing was much enjoyed
by the younger set. Among those pres-
ent were: Mrs. R. H. Booker, Mrs.
S. I. Fisher, Mrs. A. G. Booker, Miss
Luey A. Barbour, Miss Nellie Burke,
Miss Minnette Williams, Miss Inez
Hughes, Miss Ursie Barker, Miss Ollie
Booker, Miss Nettie Langston, Miss
Allie Trappe, Messrs. Wyatt Archer,
James H. Delamatta, R. De R. Ven-
ning, W. T. Ferguson, W. A. Pinch-
back, F. D. Booker, Clinton C. Burke,
Edward Syphax, Edwin Burke, Wm.
Costin, A. G. Booker. Clarence Worm-
ley, Dr. Al. Ridgeley, and Mesdames
Mortimer, Weaver, and Edward Bur-
rell, and Miss Mamie Shephard.

TOWN TOPIGS.

Mr. Sidney Myers is back from At-
lantic City.

The S. Coleridge Taylor rehearsals
are to be renewed after the encamp-
ment.

The G. A. R. sub-committee will give
a grand banguet on board the Jane
Mosely, October 9th, on the trip down
the river.

An oyster roast at Glymont will add
its toothsome and palatable attraction
to the excursion down the Potomac,
October 9th.

The G. A. R. encampment will come
at a time when it is too late for lawn
fetes and too early for pink teas. The
sxcursion will be the thing

The best people at home will have
a chance to meet and entertain the
best people attending the G. A. R.
October 9th on the excursion down
the Potomae.

Mis. Wm. L. Wilkinson and son,
who have been spending the summer
ia Montgomery county, near Wash-
ington Grove, Md., have returned to
|the city. The Semior Wilkinson is

happy.

THE GRAND FOUNTAIN.

United Order ol<—
—>True Relormens

ORGANIZED January 1, 188]
Office 604, 606 and 602 N. 2nd St, - - Richmong, y,

An order devoted to the Interests of its members, both in their hopy
business relations. We offer you an opportunity for gilt edged business ine ang
ment, in enterprises owned and controlled by the Order and managed b -
ored men, who are members of the Order. ¥ eol-

1f you sre sound in health and mind, of good moral character, ng
than three (3) years nor older than sixty (60) you are eligible to me

There are two Fountains, tbe Subordinate and the Rosebud,

SUBORDINATE FOUNTAINS.

To join the Snbordinate Forntain you must be between 14 and 50
age. ou pay $4.60 {o $6 60 (according to age,) as joining fee. If you live
the country you pay 35 cents per month as dues; if in the city, 50 cents in
months. on pay as taxes 80 cents per year. per

As Bick Benefits you receive from $6.00 to $9 00 per menth, in w
ments.

As Death Benefit, your family receives $75
After one year the Death Benefit is $125.00.

ROSEBUD FOUNTAINE,

To join the Rosebud Fountain yon must pe bet weer,
8 and 14 year of age. You pay $1.00, either cash or b
installments. The monthly dues are either 15 or 95 (m’
as Fountains may decide. The annual tax is 19 cents
You receive as Bick Benefit from $1.50 to $4.00 per month
in weekly payments.
\ As Death Benefit, your family will be paid $24.5

1?1’13 gio within a year. After one year the Death Benep,

In the INSURANCE DEPARTMENT, there are Three
5 Classes:—Class B, Class E, and Class M. All dues
payable annually or quarterly.

In Class k, the age limit is 14 to 60 years. Fee, $2.50 to 84.25. Anppg,
dues, $4. 75 to $7.60. The Certificate is valued first year at from 2100 to $33
After one year, its value is $200 to $65.

In Class E, the age limit is 14 to 55 years. Fee, $5 to $6.50. Annual dues
$9 50 to 11.40. The Certificate is valued first year at from $350 to §175. Afte
one year its value is $500 to $300.

Class M, the age limitis 14 to 50 years. Fee$11 to $13 50. Annns! does
$21 to $25. The certificatei valued from date of issue at from $1,000 to $700,
You are entitled to a Life Membership in either of the Fountains or in
Classe B and E upon purchsse of the required amount of Bark stock, which
pays a dividend annually of 20 per cent.

The Grand Fountain United Order of True Reformers has paid up to July
29, 1900, a total ot 3782 Death Benefits, with a grand total of $521,264.75, overs
HALF MILLION DOLLARS.

THE BANK.—In our Savings Bank the Crder has a sound
and flourishing institution that is a credit not only to the Or-
der batthe race as well. It begap | usiness April 3. 1889. The
capiial stockis $100,000. The business is the same as that of
any cther regularly constituted bank, and is surrounded by

the same safegunards. The stock sells for $5.00 a share (o
members, and pays 20 per cent. dividends. Both time and demand deposita
are received and 4 per cent. interest is paid on time desposits. The following
J8 & copy of the Cashier’s report to Auditor of Public Accounts of Virgins si
close ot business Sept., 5, 1900 and shows its flourishing condition;—
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RESOURCES, LIABILITIES.

Loans and discounts .......... $8,272 80| Capital stock paid in ........., 88,125 00
Other. stock, bondes and s‘:,?l“ L i oo it 80,957 81

mortgages .............coce....., 164 423 83 | Undivided proflis................ 6,526 80
Due from National Banks ... 48, Demand certificate of de-
Banking House ........ ......... 14, POBIL..ceceee ceeeecaee ceceenncesn e 96,786 2
Other real estates .............,. 99, Time certificates of deposit 118,424 T4
Furnitare and Fixtuores ...... 8 —_

B8y &332
283 sss28

Current expenses and taxes B Eieos avexsones sesssess . 891,120
Bpecie, nickels and cents .... 12
Paper currency ...........cceseee 85,
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The R«former’s Grocery and Feed Store is located at 501 North Sixth Bt.,

Richmond, Va., and members of the Order and ed
20 per cent. on the cost of food products. SRS Bomemlly st tov

THEE REFORMER is the newspaper published by the order from itz own of
fice in Richmond, Va. It stands for the voice of l;yhe people, representing co
operation and combination of the race and is the Beacon Light, the Headlight,
the General Messenger and the General Agent of the Brotherhood. It is §L.0°
per year. A well-equipped job office bids for the work of the people, which »
turned out in first class style and at low prices,

Six miles from Richmond, in Henrico County, Va., the Order has purchased
634 acree of land, and established thereon an **Old Folk’s Home.’, With on-
exampled liberality and broad-minded generosity, the Order does not himit en-
trance to this home to its members alone, nor even to members families, but the
doors are opened to the aged and decrepid of the whole race, regardless of thail
resld.ace or connections. The Order makes itself the trustee for this glorioui
charity, aud calls upon the whole people, black and white, North, East, Booib
and West to assist by their contribution the carrying out of this praiseworthy
idea. April 3rd of each year is set apart as a Grend Rally Day for the Houe
Contributic @ can be forwarded to the easnier of the Reformer’s Savings Back,
who will send receipt for same and aceount for it to The Grand Fountain

Members of the Order and the public, when visiting Richmond, Vs, !
invited to stop at The Hotel Reformer, 900 North Sixth 8t. It is in & pleassd
and desirable location. Seryice is of the best and rates are reasonsble.

The Real Estate Department manages and controls all property interests 0
the Ordeer. The Order now owns 13 buildings, 4 farms, 4 dwellings, | bo

with a fee simple value of $133,50¢ Ir addition to these the Order leass
any farther information, addres

W P BURRELL, G, W, Secrsial

|

W L TAYLOS W, M.M~ster,




