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TR K COLORED AMERICAN, WASHINGTON, D. C.

DR AWS FIRST BLOOD.

Lawyer L ;Melendez King wins
Firet Suit Against Dir-ctors of
Ghe Capital Sayings Bank

The first case by a depositor against
the directors and stock-holders of the
Capital Savings Bank was decided last
Monday by Mr. Justice Mills, who
held that they were liable as co-part-
ners to a depositor, H. Augustus
Guess. The respective directors and
stock-holders of said bank have,
through their attorneys contended all
along that they were not liable to the
depositors, cn the grounds that. they
were not co-partners in the said bank.
Mr. Guess brought suit, and summoned
Judge Robert Terrill, one of the di-
rectors, who testified in an unbiased
manner as to the business workings
of said bank. After the testimony was
all in the attorneys for the directors
moved the court to dismiss Mr. Guess’
suit, on the grounds that no partner-
ship had been established. The judge
over-ruled tne motion and gaverjudg»
ment in favor of Mr. Guess. Owing
to the long service on the bench, his
opinions are held in high respect and
will go a long way towards indicating
what course will be followed in the
many suits of the same nature to be
heard in the near future. Since this
decision some of the stock-holders and
directors seem to think that the best
thing to do is to get together and
raise sufficient money to pay the de-
positors a reasonable amount and thus
relieve themselves from annoyance and
lIitigation. The attorneys for the di-
rectors opposed this suit vigorously at
every point, but were beatea in the
end. Lawyer L. Melendez King, one
of our energetic cclored attorneys, re-
presented Mr. Guess and showed great
gkill in managing his case. Mr. King’s
office is located at 609 F street, no-rth-
west, and depositors having claims
against sdid bank will do well to con-
sult him in connection with their suits.

Rev Nixon R esigns

Rev. T. M. Nixon, pastor of the
Peoples’ Congregational Church, M
street, between 6th and 7th streets

northwest, tendered his resignation

REV T M. MIXON

January 29th. It was purely voluntary
and was sent in because he feels that
a larger field of usefulness is opened
to him elsewhere. He served two
vears or more and gave general satis-
faction. His resignation was accepted
and he was dismissed by the Ccunecil
last Thursday, February 5th. His suc-
cess during his pastorate in this city
was remarkable. He added one hund-
red and eight new members to the
church; had seventyv-five conversions
and raised over $10,000. He has been
in great demand, and many calls have
come to him from time to time from
all parts of the South; many large
c¢hurches having called him. His work
before coming to this city at the sever-
al charges he had, was sueh that many

of them are asking for his return. He
leaves the church with the best wishes
of the officers and members, and is
loathe to leavye them. He is a most
eloquent divine and will be heard
from.

EDITORIAL BRIEFLETS

The eloguent and lamented Phillips
Brooks came all the way from Boston
to jcin in the good werk and great
were its fruits.

Our men are slipping away from the
influence of the church. What are
our ministers doing to stem the tide?
When the mountain would not come
to Mahomet, he went to the mountain.

When Bishop Potier, of New York,
found the business men of the metro-
polis would not come tc church he
went down among the bulls and bears
and preached Christ and righteous liv-
ing to the Wall Street heathen.

Will our Washington clergymen go
ana o likewise?

Why are the colored citizens ignored
in all public movements in the District,
looking to civic betterments? How
rarely are we invited to participate in
any effort to benefit the people as a
whole. It is true that a few places
on the Board of Trade and Charities
have been given, grudgingly at that,
to worthy members of the race, but
civic pride is not cultivated in them.
They give to charity—modestly as
their means permit—so far as public
notice 1s concerned, but more exten-
sively among the destitute of their own
race than perhaps will ever be known,
but in the larger matters of the Dis-
trict’s well-being their names are con-
spicuous by omission.

This should not be so. They should
be called upon to bear their share in
promoting public utilitics, or to keep
before their people their responsibility
in all that effectuates the good of the
community.

The Negroes constitute quite one-
third of the entire population of the
District, and this fact is of greater
import when it is remembered that
the whole population does not exceed
three hundred thousand. The race is
industrious, acquisifive, and frugal.
But are we enterprising? Where are
the large and prosperous establish-
ments, controlled by the race, for the
sale of groceries, dry goods, clothing,
boots and shoes, and the other necessi-
ties of life? '

Is there any other race of men or
class of our citizens who stand for
such sloth and who are content to
pcul their hardearned cash into the
coffers of another race without recipro-
cal advantage?

Is it true that our race will not sup-

port enterprises of people of their own !

color? This reproach is not heard
in other communities! Why sheuld it
be our badge of shame? Let us
demonstrate its untruthfulness. There
are a number of business establish-
ments conducted by Negroes in the
community and we should begin by ac-
cording them our full patronage.

BIRTHDAY PARTY.

Miss Emma E. Brooks, 17th
street northwest, gave a very pretty
birthday party to a party of young
people Monday, January 26th, 1903,
from 11 o’clock p. m. It was a
recherche affair. The young folks en-
joyed themselves immensely with
music and other attractions. The
presents were numerous and pretty,
among those present who gave presents
were, Mr. Wm. Sprague, Rochester, N.
Y.; Mrs. E. 3. Burns, Livonia, N. Y.:
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Miss Ethel Thomas, Miss Teressa
Washington, Mr. A. A. Richardson,
Miss Edith Sprague, Lanham, Md.:
Miss Mamie Chase Laura Charity

Grace Edmunds, Messrs. Amos, Clark
and others, whom space will not now
allow us to give. A bountiful repast
was served in the diningroom, the
table being handsomely decorated with
costly and beautiful flowers.

kouarto Eight Dollars a day gua-
ateed to avery parson ke nding peme
+ ud address to the Sc tt. Remed Co.
Louisville, Ky, Write at onca

! This bank had its origin in the brain of William W. Browne, an ex-s

‘principal office in the city of Richmond, Va.
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Is the leading Colored Fraternal Society of the United States. It was ¢
January, 1881, by William W. Browne, and chartered in April, 188; under s
Iaws of the State of Virginia, with headquarters at Richmond, Va. Tts meqy,.
ship is both male and female, and consists of all persons of good health }-_,L‘ }

rganizeqd
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to 6o years of age. Its membership of 60,000 is divided into Fountaip o

cles. It pays sick benefits from $1.50 to $2.50 per week, and pays death) bep.;

from $24.56 to $1000.
BENEFITS PAID—Total benefits paid to date: Sick dues, §r,500,000; death e,

efits, $714,378.75.
SENIOR FOUNTAINS—A Fountain may be organized consisting of 20 or ..
ersons not over so years of age paying a joining fee of from $4.60t0 $5.10 ¢,
he monthly dues are not less than 35 cents in rural districts and not Jess y1,,,
o cents per month in towns and cities, and a semi-annual tax of 40 cents
in January and July of each year. Sick benefits paid are from $1.50 to $2.c, 1.,
week, while death benefits range from $75 to $125.

A Fountain mav be o
ized in any locality on application to Rev. W. L. Taylor, G. W. Master
any of his authorized deputies.

ROSEBUDS—For the proper training of the young and their developme,
thrift, industry and brotherly love, there has been formed a Children’s De
ment known as the Rosebuds. Twenty or more children not iess than three p,,
more than fourteen years of age may form a Rogebud, upon the payment of g
each. This department, like the Senior Fountain, pays sick benefits fromy, 1,
twenty-five cents per week, and death benefits from $24.50 to $37. The mouy»
dues are fifteen cents per month.

CLASSES—Persons desiring to leave their beneficiaries at death a larger amy;
than is paid from Fountain Department, take out policies in one or more of 14
Classes of the Mutual Benefit Degree. The members of this degree are diyj
into Circles, and pay joining fees and dues accotding to the following tables:
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there was granted by the Legislature ol
Virginia a charter to the S Bank
of the Grand Fountain United Order of True Reformers, capital sto
The bank commenced business April 3, 1889, and from that time d
present has steadily incrzased in volume of business. It now hasa pai
ital stock of $100,000. From the humble sum of $1,268.69, deposited
the bank opened for business in 1889 the deposits have grown to #3505
the volume of business transacted amounts to $6,190.141.47. | y the i
cial panic cf 18¢3, the Savings Bank of the Grand Fountain w il
in the city of Richmond that did not,cease to pay cash on all checks pre

while the majority of other banks were using script and clearing house ¢

bersham, Ga. The banking house is located at 604 North Second Stree
mond, Va., Rev. W. L. Taylor, President; R. T. Hill, Cashier.

REAL ESTATE DEPARTMENT—The Real Estate Department has charge of
real property to'the amount of $220,221.65. situated in various States, cors
of 13 magnificent buildings used as halls, 8 dwellings, 1 hotel. 5
farms. It also has under its control 16 large buildings leased by
partment is under the management of Lawyer J. C Robertson, ci T
tate and attorney for the association, office at 608 N. 2nd Street, Richmor

REFORMERS MERCANTILE AND INCUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION—\\as chartcn
der th= laws of the State of Virginia on the 14th day of December, 1560
The purpose of this ass( L
to conduct stores (wholesale and retail), buy and sell real property. manage
control hotels, manufacturing establishmerts, and do general business.
ass ciation has in operation Hotel Reformer, goo N. Sixth Street, K 101
It is a modern up-to-date structure, heated by steam, cold and hot v
also clectric cars passing the door. Thishetel has accommodationsior]
Mr. A W. Holmes is manager, and Mr. T. W. Taylor is clerk. It has o
tion a system of five stores, located as follows: Richmond,Va.; WasLing! ;
C.; Manchester, Va ; Portsmouth, Va.; and Roanoke, Va. The first or 15
stores, at Richmond, Va., was opened April 3d, 1900. It employs a !
men, runs three delivery wagons, and during the first year did $50,
business. The other stores have been established since, and have bee B
as prosperous. The general manager of the system of stores is Mr. B L. JU
headquarters at 608 N. Second Street, Richmond, Va. This Associall
formed on the plans and recommendations made by Rev. W. L. 1ay!
President.

THEZ REFORMER PRINTING DEPARTMENT—1ssues a weekly fournal, Tne
#hicn has a circulation of 12,000. This paper is published in che interest « f il
cusses the leading questions of the day. The subscription price is #1 per year,
copy. The office is equipped with modern up-to-date machinery,run by ele
p'int anything from a visiting card to a poster 42 by €2 inches. Fine job wor
d s ription is made a specialty at lowest prices. Mr. E. W. Brown is editor an
ager, office 608 N. Second Stree%, Richmond, Va. Correspondence solicited and az

. OLD FCLKS® HOME 1y September, 1893, Rev. Wililiam W. Brown recomman--
tion and establishment of Ol4 Folks' Homes for the benefit of old and decrepic
race. Since that time the valuable farm known as Westham., consisting of
8ix miles from Kichmord, Va., en the historic **James,” has been pu rchased, At a ¢
The Chesapeake and Obio Kailroad runs through the tarm, and Westham S8atiol ©
it Adjoining this farm is Westhampton Park, one of the most pleasant resoris il
summer. Tt g reached in a fow minutes from Richmond by the Westhamy
and the Chesaperke and Ohio Railway. As this home is for the benefit of th= ¥
Croperation of all charitable friends is prayerfully solicited. All contribut is chie
bejuests of every eharacter will be very thankfully received. Mr. T “- e :
©of the O1d Folks’ Home. offices at 608 North Second $treet, Richmond, Va.

For further information address—
Rev. W.L Taylor, G. W. M. W. P. Burrell, G. W. 5

601-6-8 N. Second Street, Richmond, Va.
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