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PROGRESS OF A RACE.

DR, THOMAS DESCANTS ON
RACE ACHIEVEMENTS

In a Public Ls'ter he Toells G6e North
Carolinians what Bhe Negro has
Done in Thirty Five Years of Free-
dom—He Favors Bo'h Indust-ial and
Higher Education

Dr. C. O. H. Thomas, D. D, L. L.. B,
of Kinston, N. C., is a thoughful race
leader, couragecus and competent to
express his views in vigorous English.
A recent expression from him in The
Post, of Raleigh, N. C., is a conclusive
argument . against subordinating all
higher eduecation to industrial train-
ng. Dr. Thomas’ article fairly bristles
with statistics on race achievements.

re are a few of his nuggets: —

‘\‘\ hen he was emancipated, 2.000.500
[ that race, out of 4,000,000 were un-

e to read. Now, since we number

000,000, out of that number we have

00,000 that can read and write. He

s reduced his illiteracy to forty-five

reent in thirty-five vears. We num

10,000 that are attending the higher
1tutions of learning; 20,000 learn-

g trades; 1,200 in classical courses;
=.200 in scientific and business courses:
of graduates 17,000; books written,

attorney-at-law, 35; doctors, 450;
libraries, $500,000; school pro-
, $12,000,009; of church property,
100,000; farms, numbering 130,000,
valued at $400,000,000; homes, 150,-
', are valued at $£325,000,000; and
taxes annually to the amount of
00,000. All this has been ac-
shed since his emancipation. Has
Negro come up to the expectation
his friends and to the “idea” of
ational progress? All must admit
he has done well; and his friends
not be ashamed of this portion
Is record; and if he has any ene-
¢s, they too must admit that he has
ght a good fight,” and won for
:If and for his southern home a
rd of which he needeth not be
hamed.
G Zive a race only a hand educa-
would be to reduce it to a beast
irden. To deprive it of a mental
intellectual training, 1s to put such
ve on a level wyth the brute; and
b it of religious and christian edu-
n, is to transform it into a black
malignant devil. This is the log-
equence ¢f what would become of
¢2ro, were he to be only educated
above excerpt outlines. Such a
of affairs would cause men to
1son and fly to brutish haunts.
ould degrade our American civiliza-
especially 1n these southlands.”
has pronounced views on
subject of the kind of
tion the race needs and yet it
* noticed he does not antagonize
trial eduecation. That has its
brog place 1n the economy of our
e and destiny. The race is certainly
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to be congratulated that it has such
forceful, keen and ready leaders on':
guard and eqguipped to fight the .com-
mon enemy. |
Dr. Themas, while a minister of

God, and a man of affairs, both re-
ligious and secular, has found time to
do homage to the muses. One of the
most soulful of his poems is described
as the Afro-American hymn or prayer
from oppressicn. It was composed to
be read at an emancipation celebration
on January 1st last. Its concludingl
stanza is:

“May Thy rich grace abound,

Where'er our race is found,

The wide world o’er.

Then may our love to Thee,

Warm and continuous b2,

With Christian loyalty,
Loving Thee more.”

A Church clerk or trustee cannot be
judged by his talk at the “class-meet-
ing” or at his fervent prayers at the
revival Ask how his account stands
at the grocery, at the newspaper 01:'5(?&
or how he lives,up to his honest obliga-
tions.

i
While the colored editcrs are fight-

| ing among themselves, the Southern
| white press is molding sentiment; and

enacting laws against the colored
people.

The laberian government has just
given $25,000 to foster commerce with

this country.

HUMOROUS INCIDENTS

LAWYER WETMORE AND THE
WIZARD AT GAINESVILLE.

A: Overfl.w Mee'ing Greeted Dr,
TWashington in Gbke Florida Town
Where he was Eanthusiastically Re-
ceived-Both Reces Well Represeited
—Notes of Ghe Moeotin .

Jacksonville, Fla., Special.—The
County Superintendents of Public In-
structicn of the State of Florida, held
a Convention at Gainesville, Florida,
from the 3rd to the 6th of this montb,
and W. N. Sheats, State Superinten-
dent of- Public Insiruction, was Presi-
dent of said Convention. Mr. Sheats
invited Booker T. Washington to visit
Gainesville during the week of the Con-
vention and deliver an address on Ne-
gro education, on the night of the 5th:
and he also invited the leading Negro
sducators of the State to meet Mr.
Washington, and discuss plans for im-
proving the methods of teaching, and
for prolonging the term of Negro
schools throughout the state. The
Gainesville newspapers announced that
Mr. Washington had been invited to
address the County Superintendents of
Public Instruction, in the auditorium of
the white public school of that ecity,
and immedimtely Superintendent of
Public Instruction, Hclloway, of Ala-
chua County, of which County Gaines-
ville is the Coun‘y site, published an
article, in hich hLe declared that Mr.
Washington shoul!d not speak in the
suditorium of the white public school
while he was County Superintendent.
This letter was published on Friday,
Jan. 30th and caused quite a stir
‘hroughout the State; and every big
(?) white man in Alachua County and
the State of Florida, who is a political
opponent of Mr. Sheats took this op-
portunity of derouncing him, and
swearing vengeance against him for
the insult that had been offered the
“superior race,” of which they were
“leaders” (?). This agitation culmin-
ated in an indignation meeting on
Monday night, the 2nd inst., at which
meecting resoclutions were passed sus-
taining the aetion of County Super-
intendent Holloway, and denouneing
State Superintendent Sheats. While
this meeting was in progress, Mr.
Sheats was being denounced in vigor-
,ns language, he arrived ir the city and
went immediately to the place of
meeting, and surprised his erities m
the midst of their deliberations; an
T am reliably informed that he made
the “fur fly” for a few minntes; and
that some of the things that were said
on that occasion would not look well in
a school reading book. Mr. Washiog-
ton was expected to arrive on the 4th,
but after Liearing of all the excitement
over his proposed visit, he did not
leave Tuskegee on the 3rd as he had

Continved cn fourth page.
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