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work ‘:i;l. very desolato; it was but dreary
pura) ling a8 governoss to Mrs, Fulton's
s, Il:}llldnn aud bearing the airs of that
l“'ﬂl.uelr herself. Mark Graut's tender
o ted with infinjie compassion at the
tho fragile young oreature beaiing

bim above all other men; bo loved her, he
snid ; she conld render his home & hesven
upon earth, What more was wanting to oom-
plete her happiness ¥

So Lily reigned like a queen in Mark
Grant's stately maosion st Clapham, and feit
a vivid delight in the luxury and splendor
with which her busband loved to surround
her, Marknever seemed tired of munistering
to his yonng wife's pleasure,

A year passed thus, then Gerald Laov ap-
peared upon the scene, He was Mark's

sttentions graciously, for Gerald was a new
experionco to the girl; his gay manner cap.
tivated ber simple fanoy; be was a hero in
her might: he called her his friend; Lily
imagined that pever before had friendahip
assumed so fair & guise to mortal belng.

Day after day passed, each brighter than
the last ; then summer came, and still found
Gernld at Lily Gran't side. There were
boating exenrsions when the lmpid waters
were cahn as 8 mirror, Lily seated near hum,
looking like a water.fairy in her daloty white

woman he would fan disgrace : absorbed
in his selfish passion, he was deaf to the voice
of conscienen. '
Oune day Mre, Graot's wad delivered to
her mistress a note whioch excited B
emotious in that lady. It was from Gerald,
deelaring his love and outreating hor to
moot him in the arbor that evening. As she
reml Lily's face was crimsoned by a deep
flush of slusine, she saw the terrible abyss
which ynwned bencath her, and, knee
down, she pnﬂ'ed. as one in deadly pe
might pray, that she migls be enabled to
rosist temptation., Sho had almost loved
him, sbe a wledged to herself, but now,

** Ho cannot love you as I love yom,' he
* He eares wore for
than he ever cared for you.

You uever loved
dearest, liston to me !

-_‘____!_E'.“__-__

' upon his kinsman's name, no pity for the | we so ¥ she burst into pussiofiste tears, ., The ' ) hie nw
upon pity for th All Gerald's fine-geutlemsn consposure for- nof, The time will come when vou wili
1 fain bave kissed the
wut, flushied cheeks, but dared not,

“Don't ery, darling, ™ be sald, pitcously.
1O save you from n
I fove you so denrly, Lily "
love you as »
** 1 trusied you so eutirely:
You ask me to leave Mark—to dishonor

bloss me that 1 was tirm. You have too
noble n neture 0 Lo riined by any woman,
1 atinll pray for you night and day, Dut you

st go: vou canuot stay under Mark's roof |

after what Las passd.” Y

Gierahl stoud s moment, his handsome
young face all wan and bhageard in the gray
evening hght. He bad Joved this woman
better than he had ever thought to love wmor-

tal being it secmed like the agony of death |

to lesve her thus, He gave one last lon
look at the twir, ohildhke face, the wistfu
brown oves, the tangled golden ourls floating
around her bead, nud then turved to go.

* Won't you say good-by to we, Gerald "'

apoke no word of blame,

Loug after, when Lily had conquered all
fecling of tenderness for Gerald Lacy ; when
she could look in ber hushand's eyes and toll
him she loved him with all & trmne wife's de-
votion ; when s baby Lily lay pillowed upon
ber bresst, then La.r told her husband the
reason of Gerald's departure, to that gentle
man's intense nstonishment.

A fair wife now sits by Gerald'sside;
bhappy children eluster round his hearth.
stone. He looks back upon his love for
cousin's wife a8 a boyiah folly: but ss
highest idesl of perfect womanhood—

a; gu:lleuu- uud purity—he reverences
raul




