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BABY BOOKWORMS

The Little Habitues of the Childrens’
Library,

Pl Nelson Tells About One of the
Prottioat Tdttle Toatitutions
That New York Has.

Baby bookwormal

The litkle habitues of the Ohildren's
Libyary are not known by that name,
but it sults them exastly. Buch a lot of
intallsctual dirty faces it is impoasible to
find ontelde of 500 Seventh avenue, They
come in rein and sunshine, in Bummar
and storm, every aftarnoon between 3 and
8 o’clook and all Baturday and stay at tha
reading iables, arms akimbe, bending
over books and laughing, erying and lov.
ing ‘' Bad Riding Hood," ' Lion Jack,"
** Hop o’My Thumb,” *' Cinderella ' and
the rosh of the heroes mud harolnes of
Wonderland,

They coms In gingham aprons, patohed
tronsem, brimless bats and trescherons
shoea from the humble homes in the fm-
mediste nelghborbood for a book or
another peep at the red hat, league boots
or magio wand of the chrowe chefs
d'wuvrs. Thay come before the library ia
opened and remain until ajectad by pretty
Misa Bdwards. They come with dolls in
their arms, sometimes with moon.faced
babies in their laps, and more than ono
yellow dog hes slept betwsen s pair of
warm little legs while the master followad
s fourteen.year.old hero up the Comgo
where s dinmond mine and a beautiful
bicyola awaited him,

The library has had twt one birthday,
yot in that time an average of 1,000 chil.
dron have patronized it every month, the
difference in the sexes being about one-
tenth of 1 per cent, in favor of the boys,

The best tinue for astudy of thess lite-
rary midgets is Baturday before the cirous
and baseball season. Then the tots come
In groups, arrange themselvea about the
Hitle oaken tables, all the amall boys in
tho large chairs and the big girls squeesed
into the kindermarten seats, the reason
for which choioe Miss Edwards is unable
to sccount, The coveted book is roserved
for home and the time given to piotorial
serlos, in which the library sbounds. By
way of preparing these poor tota for the
wisest use of the larger free libraries and
reading-rooms no talking is allowed.
Books may be changed, the owner pass
from one table to another, and he may
eall for as many books as he'likes, but
silence is required and hints are given in
the mattor of position and the proper
handling of pertodioals and books. A
child who bas besn a reader ons week
does not wet his finger to turn a leaf nor
does he dog-sak a page,

By baviog the following blank fllled
any child may borrow boolks:

The unaersigned, an (nhabitant of the
eity of New Yurk, between & and 12 years
of age, remldIng Bb....ooiiiianaiiniiiininninin,
boreby applying for the right to use the
Obildren's Library, 600 Beventh avenue,
promises to obay all Its Rules andto gire
fmmediats nottoa a¢ the Lebrary or any
ehange orruﬂnuf;

cant bookn.

Batisfled a8 to the residence of the little
would be book-borrower, the next requi-
site is & pair of clean hands, and some
clever schemes aro resorted to by the
small boy, who to escape a hand bath will
wear mittens, pin a brown paper over his
handes, or buckle them behind and st-
tempt to carry off the book in his moulh.

Clover as these dodges are, Misa Ed-
wards losisis on seeing the little palms
and then begins a bunt for enld water,

On rainy daye the puddles in the side- | oo}

walk are resorted to; if an ice wagon hap-
pens to be in the meighborbood a eold
rub against the crystallized blook intended
for the butcher, and if the book fa partio-
ularly intervating and there is danger in
delay a brave pull is made at soms base.
meut door and permission saked of the
astoninhed maid to ** wash my hands s lit-
tle.” Asa rule, however, the pretty, if
grimy little hands are taken home al s
speed to break all previous raus. Bome-
times ths return trip s made immedistely
after ablution and more ~ften deforred.

I mat with a group of boys the other
afternoon and tried to harmonize the re-
lations of one small, boay fellow of seven

named Louls, with the fair but obdurate | dism

librarian, He was looking through =
Chatierboz and had &. Nicholas in his lap,
nather of which be cared for. He wanted
8 book but ** Miss Edwards wouldn't let
him bave mone. "

nwh’"

'*Well, 'cause the last one got tore. 1
aidn’t tear it. It was my baby."

1 opened my eyes snd pursued bis baby
with interest.

“It's Emma, BShe Is two, but—"'

** Protty p*

'"*Yos, but she finds my book every
#lace I hide i, Jess ms soon s lgo in
the house she comes at me and bites me
with all the testh she's got till I give I o
ber. Thon she laughs sad tears i, I
fan't help ber. It sin't my fsult,” and
the littls forehead wrinslod and the small
face looked unspeakable misery.

"No," said Miss Edwards when I tried
10 intercede for Louls, ** other boys have

babies, and that exouse has beem given | parted

0o often, It is his fourth offenss, He
Way come (o the library and read, but I
fan't lot him take s book home umtil 1
€84 trust him, "

Louis's eyes were becoming very misty
Whew a amall nelghbor with cherry ahecks
824 blacs hair began to tell me about bis
Baby aud her respeot for libeary books,

Btill I was sorry for poor Louis, He
Whuted Lo read ** * Lion Jack ' since bufors
Christwas and i wes always out If I
Sculd have s pard # might cowe in.
We're going to move in & nice new house,
8d then I can bide sverything from
Euma ™ The ohild wore & little bole in

practical lemsons In honesty, integrity,
industry, forbearancs and enltnrs. The
younmrest bas & kean regard for the righis,
privileges and eomforts of his neighbor
ind the young lady in oharge has time
for many ol lessons, many love pata
and gentlewords, that will be aslenduring
on the memory of the ohild reosiving
them,

The library was Incorpotated two yonrs
Ago, and for & time had quartersin the
Oeorge Bruce Memorial by courtesy of
the New York Free Clrenlating Libmary.
The attendance was good from the start,
but the toddlers made so much noise ad.
miring the pletnre books and breathing
deep sighs over affecting portions of the
sory booka that the Amoolation asked
the privilege of suffering the littls onsa
not to come unto them, The resnlt was
Ao lonso of & front room in the building
590 Seventh avenne, whaore tha littersti in
smbryo quletly ory all over Miss D,
Dimple snd Capt. Jaok. The quariers
are ridioulously small, but it is & heaven
to bundroda of small people. The bookas,
numbaring about 1, 900, were mupplied by
gifta from New York publishers and
friends of the undertaking. To placa
the library on a purely unsectarian basia
the books were inspected by a super.
vikng committes of mooredited repre.
sentatives of the Protestant, Catholis and
Hobrew faltha.

There are a thousand books in reserve
that need to be bound, & growing demand

old.fashioned volumen are not to the lik.
ing of the same oritio, who wants velool.
podan, tannis, talking dolls, steam yaohits,
Henry Btanleys and similar modem
things. Al gifts are accoptabls, old
books and magazines being exchanged
at the mecond.band stores for reading
matter suitabls to the juniors.

Bmall as the undertaking, it is & watter
of regret that there are nota hundred
chilldren's libraries about the city.

Nevn Nuusow,

FADS IN FORTUNE-TELLING.

Bwell Murray Hill Giris Who Patron-
ise & Dark-Byed Besrens.

“Fortune-Teller to the Four Hun-
dred ;" it wouldn't be a bad aign, and
really there is n woman who might al-
most lay claim to the distinotlon, for in
the revolution of fads and fashions in
their orbits that whioh is oldest comen

round agmn, says a New York letter in
the Pitta Leader,

Of course not a girl of them would own

b put on one's

B AWag-

EEs e
rban mar n

charnotors about her head lends a mild

flavor of interest 1o an 00D,

The woman is claver for ahe really
kesps an owl. H's a great mintake for s
sorcoress to grudee little additions liks
that to her parsph Bhe woars
broad, heavy bracelets on Ecrwmu and

numaalh; red abont her shoulde:
ise her environment is io,
and, she being for the moment in luck,
‘!,:"} ::m. ously and inartistically
mio "

Bhe has taught all fashionable New

York that to m you see & poet inn
mnwmlnomo&?. Ilht:'luppaiﬁ
that this widen gnp between
mﬂmm i

"n:nr" prin it and
geor p for a visi “:u d:rnh-o o
with s ed

and nhittless !udllow. &
nowadays to dream
stockings, unless they are colton ones, or
Socls OF ote of fally, for ae lire o
or ot s for lmi.'r1 o an
fortune, or of picking violets, for
ness in hm.h TS
s 8 coun ouse on
Long xmm week a r,anﬂ auntie
was called in to tell fortunea by ftea-
mund.l. Bhe was vy black and she
a most lively and :{-chl"on.l pleka-
ninny whom she called Alphonaso.

W the prettiest girl in the .m{hnd
handed her cup the sceress the
grounds well about in it and then re-
versed it for a few minnles into the

saucer.

The pretty girl didn't scold when Al
?rhoulo @grinned in her faoe like an imp

om the lower regions, and Alphonso's
mamins od proper gratitude by an-
nouncln'r a clover leaf and s S

1 am afraid I scowled on the littlo ras.
for in my enp she discovered s snaks,
thereby sending we, Tl course, for my
own pease of mind, into the rauks of
them that seoff and disbelisve.

ROMANCE OF A DIAMOND.

Hoart Becrets Ravealad Through the
Cape Colony Police Regulations,

A very curious case has been exerclsing
the suthorities at the Cape of Good Hope,
says a correspondent of a London paper.

In socordsnce with the law which re.
gards as stolen every diamond which aman

in hins leas its
L o e e i
detactive department, & man brought up

for regis on the other day a large
ond, worth some sands of
pounds, which had, he alleged, been

veu to him lo by his sweetheart,
'iﬂ.l‘l'tklt, wum certain lndy, still
living and now the wife of another man,
bad found the stons and sent it to bim
some fifteen or l'“KLI'll' ago, ine
slo Iril.hafol:llﬂ : s lettor
Lites & o,
B 10 ESPY v BatPBape it all thisf
time, be said, but now, h-m&dhnl up,
wished to sell it. ' He demanded. aceoni-
ingly, that the detective department
'd supply Ili..u with & permit.
department communicated with the
¥- BE" bowever, being & married
woman, seemed in Do
lmr:h a foolish nném?. o he
outh reviv professed
:wmory of any such transsction.
Theren

mother of
ru .‘!t:ul and disoovered the
lotder, foatber and all.
0 *m'ﬁl office—a
faded relio of a sentiment of long

atthe detective
It is & com uhdbrum

v
isdom ms s wsual mmgb things ; but
:eouhat has attached to it a value more
substantial then suy, rrlql whioh the
reciplent put upon | "'?hun we two
in milence and tear. )
The Istest pews is that the suthorities
believe the story, that the genuineness of
the whole afsir is 1n a fair way (o be es.
tablished, and that the happy owner will
soon be enrl by the procceds of the
diamond which had so srange & his.
fory,

apxious to
her callow
Yé no

One Exoeption
[Prom the (hisage Tribsss |
* George,” asld the wife, wilk somas sus-
1 doo't like the scofiing ways you

Laty.

have y into lately. You make light of
avar ng, "

" responded Oegrge.
"'{h::l:‘ono l?a'c mmnm 1]
of.

::ﬁ? “‘”l‘.'.,;' groaned ibe suburban.
fte b 1

Belf-Oonvicted.
[ vam Chaitar. |
Brown—What's fhe woighl of ihad bog
b ]

not only for more but newer books, The far

7 Bure Reward of Persistent Honesty

FISHES FILLED WITH VLTS,

Quoer Experionce with the Ray,
or Marine Torpedo,

Elactrical Discharges Fatal to Othar
Flah, but Not te Man.

Boms years ago & young man, in all the
glory of hin firsst knickerbockers, found
bimeall in a small village on the New
England oonst, and, liking the loention,
determined to apend the sesson thare,
mays the Eleotrioal Review,

The morning following his arrival he
ran down to the beaoh, where he fonud
8 orowd of red.shirted mon gathercd
around & fat fish about three fest in
length.

** Wo're trying to gel some ons to heft
it," maid an old sea.dog in suawer to a
question,

LA ! Why, & ohild eonld do
u;u.t.“ remarked the young man from the
city.

"' P'rapn ha sould,” replied the fisliar.
man ; “* but of vou kin lug the fish from
hare to the dory over yonder you kin
sarn 845"

" You'rem fine lot of men,” sald the
ulg youth, witha lnugha *ean't lift a
fish of that size! Why, I'll wager the
sameé amount thal I can throw it that

The fishermen were very auxiousto
take the wager, nnd fAnally the young
loan approachisad, thrast hin Angers jnto
the eyes of the fish, and, if it had
any other fish we might have waiil, pre-
Bﬂ to throw, but as it wis the moment

in hands touchied the fish a strange look
of surprise eame over his face, and thosa
near might have scen a certain rigidity of
the musclen. He refained the same posi.
tion for several moments, then, with
mndr grimaces, asikod (o be rolieved, and
aniid roars of laughiter the flah was pulled
from his hands. When the young mun
had recovered hin 'qulnimi{ he con.
fesnod that it was the heaviest flsh he had

small cells, which contain a elear, tremu.-
lous, jolly.like mbstance. In s specimen
o O marmoraius one may connt
nearly five hundred  f these prinmna.

It han been found that the upper side
of the fish in negative and the lower posi.
tive, and that the Eo!nr is entirely under
the control of the fiah.

Home ourious experimenta lhave been
made: thua, the Scientist Marez applied n
talephone to the flah, and at every nrdin.
ary shoock given ho distinotly heard a
olick.  When the fish was grenily exeited
8 loud groan was heard, whicl sounded
like ** mi," and the discharge was pro.
longed four or five seoondls,

o olectrieal dincharge of this fish is
not of sufficlent power to kill a man un.
leas he is in an extremely enfesblod
condition, but that it is fatal to otler
f;huhubunn ced on many occa.

ons.

STORY WITH A MORAL

and Frugality.

Nol many years ago a young maun named
Btiokney, who came fiom Fresque Isle,
studied law with Josiah Crosby in
Dexter, aiys the Lewiston Journal, Then
he went West, and Jater ho became presi.
dent of & system of rvads running from
Bt. Paul.

Later two sons of Mr. Croaby worked
in amill there and studied law in addi-

tion. They saved their earnin and
bavicg learned well their I?nl esone,
they, too, wont out to St, Faul, epenod
an office 1n which they slept, saving their
cash here us well.

Mr, Blickney gave them sowe business,
aud at the same time be kept an eye upon
them, But they were o llorllnf New
En:lmll stock: they kept In the sirmight
and uparrow path, and finally bhetween
them could muster sothe 84,000, One day
Pr;sido‘in Stickney walked into their office
and said ;

** Bovs, you have been prudent and iu.
dustrious, and I am inclined 10 ald you,
Go over to Bt, Anthony and put out your
mmimy for lund down near tbe railrosa
station.”

The boys did so, and a fow days later
President St.okmey established close to
thin laud a big maohine shop plant for his
rosls, ter the boys sold ont, snd when
they came to figure up eaclh was worth
about #73,000,

0SCAR WILDE'S SARCASM.

An Expert at Snubbing and Getting
Out of Consequent Ecrapes.

Oscar Wilde was approschied by a small

back, exclaiming:
** Hollos, Oscar, d'you know every time
I seo you you get fatter and fatter?"
*I don't know who you are," replied
the apostie of mstheticism, looking down
from his advautage of several inches,
“Hul svery tuns 1 se6 you you get ruder
and n T

Noodless to say the too [riendly se-
quh:m u'niuh{d abashed lute the
O Cen you tell me, " saked Oscar, furn.

y th
e

» ** Tuat, Mr. Wilde, " returned the lady,
with s frigid glance und Laughty mwanuer,
* is my hushand. "

“*In W, indeed? " replied he, with an
veeable muile snd boiding his ground,
“MThen what s !uu you don’t teach him
better manners ! "

HE GOT READY QUICK

—

A Buffalo Yousg Man Beats the Reo-
ord Freparing for a Trip to Europe,
A young man well known in the city
lately departed for Europe with the abort.
st potice un record, says the Bufalo Ke.
press, A few hours before the traiu lefi
Huffalo that made connection with the

i York he determined to
'::;m“mlmf::- ogtlhdr Europess tour,
went bhome. told his famiiy of bis io.
tention, and, oourse, Was wel by the

b Huva‘:.u you gﬂ ready? You have

got to prepare 'l::?:du" D0e4R YOVAE, Whai
or

m'."iim m:.‘ bat black my boots,” was

the lacon

1 reply.
Who will -.::rl. that woman is superior
to man sfter sugh en incideut *

e
Didn't Strike the Combination.
[ #romm Push |
Hokns—80 Count Estowsky bas st last
married Miss Twinely, the daughter of the
agriculiursl implemont man t

&b e Sir—230
SN T 00 ke basioes

%%WM‘&&‘;

n | yon just 42,25 for the

mmith's puthing fresb rivets in |5

Al a gathering in London not loug ago | dear: for

man, who slapped him familiaily on the | on the stoop to see what k
™

Bpring

":n tou l“lr :;lhmﬂw:: m]ml imi.b::i west end bo u frisod after half an hour's sse
| perience with » po

onfon ma s 1

ba will rake o8 blg jeck- 79

AT THE SPIGOTS OF WIT.

Boms of the Best Jokes Thv
Triokle Through.

One Reason,
LPvom Poek |

Mra. Tulliver (to the pride of hor hasrt)—
Reginald, my boy, why are you so idle?

Heginald (wearily)-Docanse, dear
I\'ll‘nl or, thore's rnlir uo tme i:"rio any
hang,

Couldn’t Fool Him.

[ From the Chirapa Tridune, |
Balesman at Muasle Btore (4o enntomer from
Uptheersok)—Yon'll give me a coupls of dok
lars, you say, for that *'old, seeond-hand

[ Instrument?” My atars, man, that's s Birse

divarineg

f nstomer—-A what?

T siradivarine, air; & genuine Biradi
YAF s

“Hirad nothin't Te's & fiddle! l\.’qh 1
5 |I':llt ‘l'll&'l'l 1 :‘r'll'r 0‘1!‘

arnsd old thing,
But Time Flies,
| From Chatier, |

Ok, avery dow has ts day,
** 'robably that {s the sesson why 0 much

don't kuow s

of onr time goes to the dogs,

The Boll Theory,
[ Frum the Newn Vork Woakiy. |
Orator—Yen, gentlomen and fallowcltle

Y e A
over attempted to lift. Paldray T
The fiah was &n my. known ponularl irisd T’y 'dd yat —
as the torcodo (torpedo numonlnll.m?‘l' It Broke fis Heart.
:[noc&h.luo most powerful of the manue [From Judge |
8. e "

examiningthe torpodo the electrical | ,, T teclare, Tom, " said the foud mother,
apparatus is n'ry noli?::bie. being made ulu:"n'-bp:'r’”:::"&;;ﬁ:-?;f' ."'f :‘!‘.'"“,.ax
:ﬁ :L ;“Er‘lzm flat bodies lying on each | ¢ disappearance. "

The organs are com of numerous ‘

primns Ef'.""‘ vartioa l{. ench of which i L) a,t,'.:: :::’i‘"b"
subdivided by delicate septs, forming ¥

Mrx, Cheerly—That's a lovely eape, In b
the (asesi thing ont, dear?

:l't'ﬁ T orlrl ::“:1.::"1 .ll:d anigh)—Oh,
i the s ng o AORNOD
usband. ﬁ: never gein ln.‘nfon 3 o'e'fo&
High Wator,
[ From Smith, @roy d On.'s Monikly, )
Unele Tumbleton—"Then you think Florids
in m groat Btate 7 But tell me, Tom, how is

h
: 'qu:;l:!l.';l:tkhm-'fht fact {s, unele, I dld
mi,!n::’ll:ﬂ*:tm'ﬁlelan ‘anspicionsly)—8o bad

an that
To; umbleton -Too_ex nl'r:.”n?.nh

I‘)m-l":I ynndmow that Flo
eents a bottle 7
Foroe of Hablt,
[ From Lifs. )
“"Thomnas, what is opnihalmint” ssked

8 Head's wi
P don know: Foplied the Bpeakar: bub
the eyes Liave in

He Neaded Ceament,
[ Prem the Bosion Courter, ]
Peddler~Can I sell you some patend e
ment, sir?
Mr. Baedle—Cement? What do I want
with cement?
Peddler—Well, you look ma if you wae
TORC.
Her Daughter's Literature,
[#rom Judge.|
Mre, Jaysmith—-What are you reading,
Lont
ina Ja th—I"ope's v
s Jn?n'taltl?u—.\rgelhmﬁ: ng.o‘.mloﬂh
present Pope or the last?

Mnke the Best of Everything,
| Fram Judge, |

'O, deat, srch weather!” exclaimed Oas-
enm as he gared at the peronnial rain.

“*Yom ﬁuam‘mubg I.l:lﬁllllltl'! lhl.ta we have

ny weathe ull,
: Inlm.i TJH:/I: lam:hlf' & n‘ok :f' m’ﬂfﬂl
side of everything.

Bomb Proof.
[ Frow fedge. |
Crar of Rusuin (just out of bed)~What has
become of my undershirt?
Valet—1lease, Your Majesty, l_t. blagk.

One Cuatomer.
[ Pram ihe Bosion Courder, |

Wife—What (s this mending and repain
ing company that s advertised In the
papars, John 7

Husband=It is & company shat has been
formed to moeet & long-felt want. Garmenis
in ‘need of repair w? buttons and

A fixed fu

are taken ina raamall s

"

Wife—A smﬂ thing for wﬂ. ors, | should
”ﬁ'mhnui ~And for married men, doo, my
arried wen. too,

M‘l'mn. [ Iur nitdn»lam Ih“ r:u&mnoﬁ
LI LY ! w -
s wlispenider "“”Iﬂu{ol’an‘n\l
L]
Quite & Trip,
| Frown Puck. |

First N. Dakolan (from near the Manitoba
line)—I guoss 1I'll take in the Bouth il

s in fer w

ood.
Homnltr N. Dakatan—-Heow fur Bouth de

you esicnlate golng

[
First N, Dakotan—0Oh—Houth Dakolar

Full of Knowledge.
[Pvumihe Washingion Bar. ]
**Wall, " sald s swell youne woman of the

M:;- M’ ing of Ywenty,

el ur-uuumau oesn | kuow sny

that yonngater kpows more than suy man
evar pet.

The E)-nion'n Virtuss,
| From ihs (hisags Tribune, |
“*Urindsione, have you ever wried & maw
J' 'n' L . | e )
1ad it Ki »
E'u- 1T kg aas.
ad 10 20 1o sieep 1o got rid of the

"
Laste.

Forcing & Tip,
| From Jwdge, |



