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BATTERY  BOATMEN,

Only & Few of the Veterams Left
About the Whitehall Basin.

Reminlscences of the Palmy Days
Before the Steam Tug Era.

Precarious IAfe of the Jolly Water.
mon—8ad Story of Dave Dillon.

The Baftery boatman Is o left-over char-
soter from another era. The tide of prog-
pous has awept him and his littls boat Inta
a liitle oddy by the shore ; yet he clings to
hins boat and his traditions, and every visl-
tor to the Battery Park, every pedestrian
sniffing the bracing cool breszes from the
sea 8o ho pacea the wall that skirts the
park, Joves him.

In & basin or dock, bullt llke & nlche in
the wall of the Battery just weat of the
Barge Offios, are always to be found moored
six or elght rowboats, each provided with
Lwo sots Of oars.

These boata are of the " Whitehall" pat-
tarn, 10 feet long, 20 inchea decp and 41y
foot wide. Half as many more are to be
found in the Whitehall basin on the other
side of the Barge Office,

Pause to gaze wonderingly down at these
boats, snd Ipstantly a hall dozen men
awaken from thelr drowsing on the park
benohos and hurry aoross the broad-paved
walk to the edge of the wall, and one of
them, coming within conversational dis

tanos, addresses you :
“RBoat, sir?"
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RACE OF RIVAL *‘mUNNERS,"
! Then the other five, apparently losing all
interest, lazlly return to the benches and
their interrupted alumbers.

If you want to go to Brooklyn, to Astoria
of to Yonkers, If you desire to board a
vessel st anchor down the bay, or to go in
your own craft to a ship at Quarantine,
here’s your man |

Look at him| He may be Lwenty, or he
may bo sixty years old. He s sunburned
and freckled. He is compact. There is
strength and suppleness in his cvery move-
ment, and ho will bargain to row you up to
Yonkers or down to Sandy Hook, just us
though those were the most ordinary jobs
imaginable,

That's bls business, and bo he two-and-
twenty year old Billy Collins or nine-and-

If You
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breach. They pince the extra onrs in the
rowlocks, and bend themselves to the nsh
with all thelr migbt, Thua it gencrally
happens that the runner who has proctised
mont with bis muscles, and had most ex.
perionce in boating, wins the rmee, renchibg
the Incoming ship first, clambering over hee
side and from her deck Inghing atd shouts
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GOING TO VIHIT A MAN-OF=WATR |

sixty year old Ed Cody, he bas been navi-
gating the waters of New York Harbor in
his Whitehall boat ever sinoe his hands
were blg enough to clasp the handles of the
OA/rs,

* How many boatmen are there '’ repeats
Billy Collins, squinting one eye and pinch-
ing his knotty muscles reflectively, * Well,
to begin with, there's E4 Cody, he's the
oldest one of us. Then there's Tom Bresni-
ban over in the Whitehall basin ; George
Collins, that's me brother; llen Darrow,
* Sollor ' Dan McGean, Mike Geary, * Bat '
Nevill, Pat Burns, Willlam Quigley and
Wiliam Collins=—thai's me. That's ten
of us,

‘* Naw, the businees ain't what it used to
Le, Mostly onr freight is runners for tlha
ships' chandlers, ships’ stores men,
butchers, clotulng stores, machinlsts and
other peopls who want to do buslness with
the masters of ships coming In,

“Course, onoe in a whila there's ladies
who want to go down to some man-o'-war,
and of course we take 'em.

“How far do we gooutt Well, down to
the lightship, elght miles outside of Sandy
Hook. There's no trouble out there—not
half the trouble we got in a choppy sea on
the bay."

There {8 only one oarsman to each boat,
but the second pair ol oars 18 for usc in a
very common emergency.

There 1s no competition for business
among the boatmen on shore, The rule (s
thut the boatman who first bespeaks o cus-
tomer or who 1a hatled by & prospective cus-
tnmer shall not be interfered with by others,

and onoe s passobger has by elither of thoso |

Want to See a Slght

Pass the Cor. of BROADWAY & CRAND ST. and

LOOK AT

MACK & (0.8 SHOW WINDOWS

FRIDAY & SATURDAY.

7560 ALL-WOOL SACK
AND CUTAWAY SUITS,

100 DIFFERENT PATTERNS,
MARKED FROM $15 TO

processes become the property of one of the |
boatmen, the others abandon the game and |
rotirn to thelr other work or smusement.

It frequently happens, though, that u
sharp contest occurs between the Battery
boatmen on the water. A contest of
mauscle and skill, of wind and experienes
and grit, and then the second palr of ours
comes into use,

DAVE DILLON ALOWN OUT T0 #EA.

Two hustling runners of rival dealers in
ship's stores arrive at the basin ot the
same moment. Fach selects Lis bontman
and makes & hurried bargain for n qulek
trip to the merchant ship thut s slowly
coming up through the lower bay.

With lightnlng movements the palntera
are cast off, the runners clumber into the
boats, und a race to n finish is begun.  The
bostmen are encouraged by thelr respective
“relght " with all’ sorts of Inducements,
but both bostmen have learncd thelr art
and ench {8 as experienced as the other.
There in no advaniage to either in the race.

Then the anxious runnors Yeap-into the

Ing scornfully at hils discomilted rival,

In thess desperuto taces, sometimes ono
of the boatmen wins the race and savew
himself n deal of right tinrd work by cateh-
ing n tug bound out towards tho ship and
boarding ber, The tug reached, the race 18
over. The bontman and his passenger ride
away from thelre rivals, and far dov.a the
bay they part company from the tug, to
row the short distance to tho ship.

Most of tho boats have names, Bllly
Collina eall his the * Eel;" his brother
tieorge's boat Is the ** Game Coek.

The ** Dave Dillon," 15 awned by ** Hen "'
Darrow, who named the boat after onnof
the bLravest, and Lest {ellows who ever
pulled ap oar,

Poor Dave Dillon T He had heen a boat.
man for thirty.five years, and u sturdy fel
low he was, ton, A stemdy, stout.heurted
man, without an enemy In the world;
famous hand at the oars, e obee rowed
n Red Hook man aronnd the Hghthonse at
Robbin's Reef and Yent Lim out of sight,
us uny one of the Battery boatmen will tell
you.

Dave Dillon loeated at Staten Isiand, and
two yeara ngo he took o jub one day to
row in n boavy sen out to s stesmsbip that
Iny nnobored in the roads off the Hghtsliin,

The wind blew o gale, It was a perilous
undertnking. Thoughtiul ones urged the
cool and oervy Loatmen not to go, Hot
Dave Dillon bad trusted to his strong arms
| and his clght Hite, tight Httle ship In iny
W troubled sea, pnd he laughed to siorn the
foars of his friends,

They watched him from the shore, Now
riding on the crest of a foam-capped wave,
vow hidden, burled in tho vulley between
billows almost mountain  high, They
witched till the little cockle-sholl and s
Intrepld skipper passedy out beyond the
rench of human eye—passed out never to
roturn,

Poor Dave DNllon! e was blown out to
sen, and ot till the sen sholl give up ity
dead will ho return.  In the restlessness of
tides Dave Dillon's boat camoe bnek as if to

| tell the awlul story of {13 master's fate, Tt

wis washied by the Nood up through the
bays loto the North River, nnd a week after
Dave Dillon bad gone down the shattered
remnounts of his Battery bout were ploked
up by one of his lifelong companiots on
the shore of the elver at the TGN s,

In Bummer evenings the Battery bontmen
find profit in rowing pleasure parties on the
bay or up the rivers, each bout onrrying
seven poassengers without crowding.  In
former yeurs one might bire one of the sKilfs
from its owner und be his own skipper, but
cleht or ten years ago an sccldent oconrred
that stopped that practice. A gentleman
engaged one of the Whitehull bows for a
pleasure ride with Mury Fltzpatrick, n slster
of the man known as ** Liverpool Jack,™
and another young womuan,

The young man WAs & good oarsman,
but the lttie boat bad hardly rounded the
Battery when nhe was run down by & small

THURSDA 1‘_1-;\'1*;&1_&1.'. AFRILL 30, 1

stoamer, and bofore nasistance could réach
thom, the younz lmlles were both drowned.

Ninco then, none of the Battery boatmen
will let his boat to n stringer to go out withe
out # skipper,

The work of the hoatmen s varled, The
other dny when (hat erazed Itallan immi-
wrant teled to drown Iimsclf by lenplog out
of tho Darge OMoe Into the rlver, It wias
Peter Rellly and Mike Geary who saved the
wreteli's 1fo In Mike's Boat, Peter golng
nlong, because, desplte of his calling, Mike
can't swim n stroke.

RINN DOWN NY A RTEAMKN,
A boatman will row s passenger to Fort

Lov nt Mo
two hours,

Wl tide In an hour and & half or

At cebb tide he will take the
Jubs just the same, trusting to luek In catoh-
Ing a tow from steam tugs golog up the
river,

Bunday, July 30, 1571, while the Buttery
boatmen were pollshing up  thele  trim
arnft, there came to their ears the nolse of
o terrilie report,

The Staten Island ferryboat Northfield
had blownup, The debrls was coming
down o a fearful shower upon the waters
of the bay, and the Nying forms of men
and women were descried agolnst the Sum-
mer nky.

The boatmen quickly cast off thelr moor:
Ings and rowed to the seene of the disaster,
They dil great work that day, plucking
soores of peaple from out watery graves
and saving many lives that must bave boon
sacrifiocd without thelr help,

The law compels every excursion barge
to have one “live boat." ‘That Is, & boat
actually in the water, with & man ready to
work her should any one fall overboard or
uny other ncoldent happen requiring the
servicos of o boatmap. Battery hostmen
aro usuully engaged for this service, the
boats dragging along at the stern of the
excursion or bargoes.

* Angust Stroek ' and * John F, Btruck,
of the Battery,” are the nnmes inscribed on
the sterns of Mike Geary and *HBat"
Nevill's boats,  I'hey are named in honor
of n fether and son, proprietors of the
favorite tap-room in Blate stréet, a resort
of all the Battery boatmen. llere an Eves-
NG Wonnp reporter tound Ed Cody, the

lileat of the boatmen,

Fd Cody i slxty-nine years old, He s
all, thin, elnewy and museulur. Mo has
barp fentures, but a mild and kindly hlue

eye, and slde whiskers and mustache of
white bristling balr,

“I've been n boatman bere at tho Bat-
tery Afiy-one years. In fact, ever sinos be-

foré thore was n Battery," says the vetoram,

LH)

cheerily,  “When | began, Washington
street wana a strand, and the water came
cléar up over Lthe present Park clear Lo
Whitehall stroet,

“Uustie Gaeden, bollt as Fort Clinton by

fiov, Clinton, 1n 107, wos away out on a
rovk, nnd it was reached by n wooden
belilge [rom the foot of Waeshingron street,

The biridge
lictwien

went over the shallow swamp
There were whout twenty-four
boatmen then, bt Innd o love, when steam
camo In and sailing vessels went ont of
fushion, we went out of fashilon, too, though
thero'd been boatmen to take people off to
incoming ships and bring people ashore
from ‘om ever since okl Cap May landed
his Belglans at Coentlea siip and founded
New Amstordam,

“In the fortios there were my brother,
Mek Cody, and me, Wo were horn at
Roowovelt und Banker, now Muadison street,
There was Bly Wood, who has a gymna-
rlum in Willinmsburg, and Willinm Morse.
They're all allve yor, Dick is in the Dook
Depariment’s employ, and 1'm tbe only one
left a-Donting.

“* Belore telegrapby was Invented wo used
1o earry the first pews from shore to w ship
and bring back the first European news
from the sbip,  We useid to help the shipa
g to thele docks, carry Hoes ashore and all
thut Kind of work that the steamtngs do
aowadnys,  We used to have ten times the
wnrk thnt we got now,

*When 1 wen o Loy Gen, Jackson cime
here to Castle Garden for n reception alter
bis mceoml electlon 1o the Preshilency,
There was an awful erowd, and the bridge
across the marab broke down, letting the
people into the mud and water.  We boat-
men turned to and rescued them,

HEADY FOR ACCIDENTS AT JENNY LINDR CONCRRT,

*ln M1 the British frigate Warspit, com.
mandel by Lord John llay, esme in and
unchored off Cantle Gorden, right In nmong
the shad-poles of the fOshermen. The
fisherimen protested, but about thiat time
Englond wanted to have anothior fight with
us, aod Lord Hay refused to budge, so one
dark Baturday night we boatmen—thero
was James Harrington, Wash Hurringion,
Jolin Connor, Willam Gayer, Jobn Palmer-
tom, Matt Lowery, I'at Jogan, Thomas
Bhadwick, Nat Coon, Dick Cody and me—
we Just atolo out to the Waraplt with pots
of lime und painted her white from stem to
atorn.

* Next day was Bunday, and the whole

torpedo business, blew up the sloop Jocko
off the Battery, Myers's elrons was io the
Garden, apd it made an wdditlon to the
show.

Ol 1840 the Chinese junk, 200 daye from
Hong Kong, anchored out in the by, and
we made many a dime taking people onti
to see ler,

“Then, In ‘b1, there waa Jenny Lind In
Cantln Gurden, Barnum bad the boatmen
plying all around toe Garden on the look-
out for people who might get crowded off
tho thirty.-foot sldewalk that weot all
around the bullding.

“ Catherine llayes and Mme Fedesco
followed the Nightingale at the Garden,and
then in '04d or so, Dan Rice bad his circus
on the Battery and James Myers bad hia
instde,

' Then came the Jullen oonoart and ball,
and they bad s fountain of champagne In
the rotunda, The 'longshoremen’s ball was
about the Iast big thing wt the Garden be
fore the Board of Emigration leased it from
the State in 1855,

“There isn't much excltement any more;
not 10 per cent, of the work for us to do,
In all my experience I bave known of but
very few mecldents, and they were usually
to boats lot put to people who thought they
koew all sbout thelr msusgement, but really
didn't know anything.

* About a month ago Tom Bresniban got
eaprlized, and be's one of the best boatmen
In the business.  1le's next to me In years
of service.  lle's only been & boatman
thiety-five years though, Tom got upsat
below Giovernot's Island and was pleked
up Uy a Staten lsland ferryboat, That's the
only upsot I knnw of in years,

“ About nll we do nowadays 1s to carry
trades prople out to the ships In the bay
and take stall jobs as wo can get by the
tny,"

Ed Cody pulled bin soft oap down & lttle
over his gray old head, drew himsell to:
gether, shifted his quld of tobaceo, arose
and sirode out, slx fect of stalwart, vigor
ous manhood, despite his nearness to the
three score and ten years allotted to man
for a lifetime, and the younger boatman
looked after bis retreating Agure with ad-
miring eyes and words of pralse,
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Unjust Criticlam.
[ From the Jowallors' Woakly 1

Manufacturing Jeweller—Your dedigns seam
to Inek point.

Designer—{'mni! Great Boott! And this

alter 1 have modeleod for yon more than sey-
enty-five dl!loruu Kinds of plual
A New Title.
[ From Harjec's Basar, |
Parrott—How many great titles end in ** or"
—empreror, legalator, editor—
Wigglogs (wiv hves 1o & As1)—Yes, and
Janiior,

Bad,
[ Feam Harper's Basur |

Jopes—Poor Smiih Just b life, though
every one clde escap:d oot of the burning
bulld!ng.

Bruwn—[Md thpy forget to wakon him t

Jonen—No. Ha wasone of tae first 10 re-
ofive the alarm: but the poor fellow was so

exoltea that he 1ried to get out of the bulldiog
by the fire-eacape,

Frankly Deceptive.
[ From Muwssey's Weekly, ]
Dicky—It was awfuily deceptive of her, I
think. She laulhed st me beilod my hack.

town enme down Lo laugh at her.
“In 42, Colt the revolver man, then in l‘lu‘

$20 DRESS SUITS FOR $10.

5,000 GENTLEMEN'S TAILOR-MADE SIIITS 3

in Sacks and Three-Button Cutaways, made from
genuine imported fabrics, finest trimmings.
less than $25. Serges, Cheviots,

a suit wort

Flannels, Cassimeres and Fine Diagonals.
TO ACCOMMODATE ALL,

MACK & CO. WILL KEEP THEIR NEW STORE OPEN TILL 8 P. M.

Not

% CO.’S
NEW STORE,

Broadway, Gor. Grand

WILL

GIVE AWAY $5,000
IN MERCHANDISE

FRIDAY and

IN ORDER

10 ADVEHTISE__ THE NAME

MACK & CO.S

NIEW STORIE.

SATURDAY

All the magnificent Spring

Overcoats that
at $7.50, $10

week will be sold at

$5.75 FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,

we advertised
and $12 last

TO

ACCOMMODATE

L0T 2

LOT
' -

LOT
al

§2.45. S0,

time.

LO0T |

diagonals,

Ueawdge—Wall, how dil you Rnow it, than?
THuky—0Oh, ane todd me of W hetsaif.

CONCERNING CHEWING GUN.

Contalns ParafMina Wax Which Is
Very Dangerous in the Intestines.

The fine disinctions reqnired by lopal
definitions  frequently thresten confu.
tion, oven when the facts appear to be
perfoctly elear,

There is no room for donbting the in.
convenisnce and danger which may arise
from the aconmulstion of » mess of
paraffine wax in the intestines; and yot
when any legal interfersnes with the
sale of chewihg gum, contaming 50 per
cent of this subatance, ia attempted the
charming uncertainties snd quibbles
which arise are more amusing than edi.
fying, says London Lanced,

In a recent prosecution at the Hanley
Horough Police Court it was firsl cone
tended that the fourteenth section of the
Food and Drugs act, which relates to the
divition of the sabstanoce in the presenos
of the seller at the lime of purchase, had
not been complied wi

Then it wan luhmilud that the
wan not one of food, since it was #o
simply for chewing. -

Then it wan suggested, that as sweels
Are no utterly imlellmw in their com g
tion, 1t was limpossible to with
ns ordinary articles of food And the
max was reached in the uﬂnhnllon that it
wins not sold to the prejud ce of ‘u‘rlu'
chusor, ns the complanunt said he J
intend to eat it. B

‘| hiis was extremel tuzanion but the
purchaser happened to be th u
of Nuisances, wh' was merely collacking
evidenos, The case ended Iurlho
ent witu the imposition ot a fine
ground that the snbsinnes Wik ml&b

srejudice of the purchaser, inasmuch ag
t wos not in tho natuie of the m o
nd quuity of the article demanded
the purchaser, who asked for gum snd
parafline wax.

If the cnsa {8 ever taken to m highes
court it is quite possible thtl lt n'llr be
argued that the complainant d uE
for “gum" but for “ehamnl :
that he did not get ** parafiine Iﬂ."a
only 40 per cent., of *

* paraffine
the remmining 60 per cent. of
ingred ents which sufficiently
sibstance within the legal

"“ehewing gnm, "

But what is ‘' chewing "
following definition might
A nubstance of very varia Is nom

lgnorantly emnloyadl‘é” z“.

g

when muniul
fo very g
which ll.houhl be pmhihllad
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A Family Traditiom.
[#From Lifa ) s
Donwslter—Why, sir, ibe Dunwaliers for
panturies, withont an uueptlull. soouled the

1d=a of anythiog like trade, al

Wrzoy—Ddn't belleve lu ﬁmnm
lemt for whal tosy gut, eh

Didu't Want that Kind,
[ Froim the Sewelers' Waaly, |
J. Jay—1 want a fine lookin’ wawh ohaln.’
Jeweller—Wounld you like ono of the new
nlwlﬂle Mon T ‘B
Jay—~Sevm lesa? Not much! I wanione
Ilal'l.l soom more'n twice as big sall s,

A Bad View of It

[ From Tesas Sirtinge ]
Glihooly—Thia world s 1nil of misery. The
happlest man s the ons who 18 naver bora,

Hostetter MeGinnls—Yes, but um Ill'iﬂ
1o & million tans nee auch & streax of

A Calumny. B
[ From Texas BiMtwge. |
“ Do the HRossians replly oas candien?’
asked 8 Washington lady of the Russias Am-

" waa the reply; i l8 &
ulmns.w-?lln.'w calumny, so “M

"BOYS. Bovs BOYS.

Come to MACK co.
Outfit, BAT, BALL, cAP and

FREE. FREE. FREE.

LOT

cents.

We intsnd to have that many people in our New

Store to-morrow, Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
11 o'clock on Saturday.

THE FOLLOWING BARGAINS WILL BE SOLD

BOYS’
SUITS made from plain cloths

corkscrews
Cheviots, regular price

HANDSOME

$3.75,

MACK & CO. can accommodate 500 Customers at one

[

and _?et a dollar Baseball

LOT

LOT
’-

SAT5.

i 39 4 3

%8.0

$4.

Boys’ School Suits in 100 diﬁ'erent
patterns, guaranteed all wool,
plaited or plaln, reduced from

50,

Sllﬁll

L0T J

5,000 Sailor Suits, made from c 3
Blue and Black Flannel, reduced b
from $2.50, - . - ;

\ IJIJ I

A HUNDRED ELECTRIC LIGHTS

WILL BURN UNTIL 9 P. M. FRIDAY NIGHT,

AT BROADWAY, CORNER GRAND

ST.|

Boys

L0T 4

Suits,

: genuine

imported Dress
in all the new shades, for
Spring, cost $10 to import,

3 N3

LOT &

Boys’ Long Pants Suits,
iI2 YEARS TO 17,

4'15 1




