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-CRONJE DEFIES ATTACK.

CRONJE SETTLES DOWN
~""TO LONG WAITING GAME.

LONDON, Feb. 26.—No further news from Lord Roberts was given out by
the War Office up to 4.30 P. M. to-day, but it was said by the officials that the
situation as far as Cronje is concerned is unchanged.

It is generally recognized now that Cronje has settled down to a long siege
and Gen. Roberts to a “sit-down fight” which may last many days.

His purpose now will be to..exhaust Cronje's resources. In fact, a high
war official said this afternoon: “Cronje will be starved out!”

Military men say that Lord Roberts with the 45,000 or 50,000 men under
him could easily take the Boer laager now containing 7,000 men, but the price
the British would pay would be “the price that staggers humanity”—a loss of
probably 5,000 or 6,000 men. |

This also applies to Buller at Ladysmith, who, they say, could reach that
r town with the loss of 7,000 or 8,000 men.

| ﬁs D RO @[" A BALLOON FINDS OUT

HOW BOERS DEFY SHELLS.
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: | show that Gen. Cronje's foroes have | overwheimingly hemmed in.

: e | far more protection from FMeld Mar-| The War Office has given out po

- Pound in His Room Al- Sufferer from the Dread|sbsl Lord Roberts's beavy fire than | further oficia) news from Lord Rob-
\ or sease at Ba the first despatches indicated. A spe- | erts up to noon. Special despatches,
. Mo,v.mb Di o cial despatch published in the second | however, showed that reinforcements
Gas. Office. edition of the Daily Chromicle, dated | for the indomitable Bosr leader bad

JURSIGET R —_—— Saturday, Feb, 24, smays: made a fresh attempt to succor the

was created by the dis-| A balloon has discovered the ene- | beleaguered army, and, like Botha's

fined case of leproay | Y Well covered by a system of bur- | sttempt, it had falled.

this afternoon. The | rowing ia the river bank, which re-| This news was contained in an us-

"':” - .“urm‘:'.’.’ sembles & raboit warres, and affords | dated despatoh and may bave refer-
" | shell-proof positions.” ence to & clash on Friday or Satur-

le arrived In this purt Friday| This explains why what is looked | day. It eaid:

Ush steemnbip Buffon. Atiupon here as Gen. Cromje's death “PAARDBBERG, Free State, Un-

v 4 struggle is so prolonged. Thus it will| dated, via Modder River, Fob. 35—

“He had plemiy of mones. |50t be much of a surprise if to-day | Bvening.—The Borderers and the

and .to-morrow, which is the anni- | Yorkshires have repulsed a Bosr at-
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@veped his way to| She was bearded by the heaith oficer | vergary of Majuba Hill, pass without | tack, inflicting heavy loss.”
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AROUND CRONJE'S LAAGER.

Wes erowded. ' LONDON, Feb. 36-A despatch '_}Mv dawyn yesterSay determined to
. the from: recelved early (his morning. | attempt to break through the British
dated Pasrdeberg, Saturday. sape: !ines and ald Gen. Cronje,

“There was & WMot interesting sevige! A body of I Boers moved toward the
| o¢ Bobts alons the British front yester- left and cantered in the diree-
lay. < Ous Jhobesnesoers. com Uem of & Bopje WIth the shseet of cogupy-
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Mr. Coschen Tells Com-
mons Europe Knows
Her Sea Power.

LONDON, Feb. %.~In introfucing the
Naval Estimates in the House of Com-
mona to-Aay, Mr. Goschen, the PFirst
Lord of the Admiralty, sald there was
nothing spasmodic or sensational there-
in. The total, with the expected addi-
tone, he added, would be £30,000,000.

There had been complaints that the
estimates would not be sensational, but
the Government fully realised the situ-
ation and knew the nation expected the
RAvY to be prepared for all emergencics,
and the estimates were framed on thet
footing. Nothing, he continued, had
been put down for the mobifigation of
the fleet.

It mobilisation should be necessary,
the Government would not hesitate to
mobllise and cume to Parllament for
money. bt he thought the ttme had not
arrived for taking that course, and he
hoped that it would not arrive.

Mr. Gosehen sald that Great Bri-

tain was net menaced by any naval

.‘ pewer. Eurepe knew her otrength

and the namber of shipe she pos-

' |sossed. There were times when a

demeonsiration was advisable, but
the Geverament di8 net think It
advisable upen this ececasion.

The First Lord of the Admiralty aleo
sald that hereafter ships of the Reserve
Bquadron, Instead of going singly for
firing practice, would act together and
practise (zctics o addition

Goschen snnouneog that the Govern.
ment could not prohidbit it unless at war
with a fore power or in an emer-

gency very different f the present
The AOZerly. he sald. war consider-

serve In conjunection gb he colonles.
The negotia with C u‘. were well
advanced. Canada asked that the pe
riod of training be reduced, but & Sna
decislon on subject had not been

"“Duh:l with the question of fresh
L
Mr. Goschen remarked that

Convention dm‘e seemed
of the dim past hen the
erence was omlled he sug-
ested that ibly, the inning of
rther build of battie-ships w!
be suspended. with the view of .
taining the sent'ments of the Conler-

ence.
Great Britain alone ted & re-
duﬂfow arvaments, but nothing was
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ha mm,Mm had entered the minde
ireat Br::u proposed to n
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M'?;l f:b.ﬂ 'R’u.-dsm'ﬂ. 'ﬂ and
Prance ﬁ er together
r-ulua LN , or ESO% less than
1"':: wmumn of the French Naval
OCommittes had asserted that material
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Ragarding the export of eoal, Mr.|

1| forbid British trading In any way
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Did Not Express N
to Choate for Sabine
Seizure.
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| future, ¢
replied that he
The Int
| Pramber
Secretary
the Babine.
that it was an
that from the report of
it was not quite clear .
‘luuﬁ. except that she
the beneflt of a good-sised L]
order to avert international compl
tions over & trifling matter, Y
! relesse was rot effected by any
[ tiony from London. 8
| Aecordine to the Prise Court th

| bine was first seised because, as a M
Ing how It could organise a naval re- ! !Sh vessel she was belleved to be o

templating evading the regulations the
the ememy, contraband or not cunti
band. .
The officlals of the Foreign Ofice &
rather Inclined to belleve that the
that the goods are American 3
save (hem from coming under the
lations governing British vessels. |
der the conditions “%e ty
that the seisure was quite

that while accepting the Pring Co ’




