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UNDER DOGWOOD BLOSSOMS.

By GEORGE BINGHAM.
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(Copyright, 1802, by Dally Story Pub. Co.)
4 A Y NOT far from Cadlz, nn the crooked old Kentucky
plke, an ox wagon covered with a dingy sheet
overtook me. A tall man, who looked lazy, sat on
a broken chair in front and drove, while back under
the cover five tow-heads were stuck out to watch the
slowly changing scenery.

Under the shackly, rattling vehlcle walked a lazy
old brindle dog—he could walk nowhere else, boing
tied to the axle with a rope. A scrub milch cow was
tled to the back end of the wagon; the skillets and
pans, fastened to the sldes of the wagon-bed, rattled
and bumped; and buckets and pots swung from the

;l‘k“ beneath, as the wagon slowly passed along the
e.

I dropped from the splotch of shade on a rail-fence
corner where I sat for some time, and spoke to the
man,

“‘Good-morning,’’ he answered. ‘If you are going
our way hop up and ride.” He reached back, got a
(l;‘mdy bucket, turned it over and I sat down beside

m.

When I told him my name he sald he knew a person
In Arkansas by the name of Andy Cobb, but that he
was a negro. Then he laughed. He asked me which
way I was golng, and when I told him I was not par-
ticular which way, he sald to me: *I've been livin' in
Arkansaw for a good while and am on my way to
South Carolina to visit my wife's folks,”

Noticing the gailt of his team I asked him how long
he had been en route, and in an easy manner he re-
plled: *Oh, little the rise of nine weeks."

“*When do you expect to get there?"

“Kain't tell. Ain't no mor'n ha'f way yet.
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boys! Sally, you and the brats hold tight back there,
for here's another creek. You know whut fools these
cattle are about water.! Then he addressed me!
“Hver' creek we come to they break in a run for it."

The steers struck a brigk pace and when at the bank
made a lunge which nearly upset the wagon. After
riding an hour with him—in which time he travelled
about three miles—I wished them good luck and took
the other fork of the road.

True, I was not very particular which way T went,
for 1 had nothing to do. Two months previous I had
heard the little town of Snortsville wanted a newspa-
per, and that being the favorite one of my several
vocations, 1 went to the place and put forth the
Weekly Post, with a dusty outfit that had been aban.
doned some weeks before, In a few issues I found
that the people did not want a local paper as badly as
they thought they did. So I wound up my business,
which took but a few ninutes, and walked out of
town, and it was only a few mornings later that I was
overtaken by the man going to visit his wife's folks.

After leaving Mr. Botts I came to a crcek. The
banks were pretty with fragrant elder and dogwood
blossoms, and bhirds fluttered over the clear, slowly
moving water and chattered an@ chirped in the under-
growth.

I heard the sound of rippling water, and going up-
stream found a cool, clear, blue spring which rippled
and tumbled over rocks on its way to the creek.

1 brushed the old acorns and sticks from a soft
mossy slant and stretched out tb rest.

“Git up here, now, Pud! You derned old fool! Mak-
in' itke you air skeered o' this place when you come
here ever' day. Quit that snortin’ and git in there

4 | “I KISSED HBR, SAID ‘GOD BLESS MY ANGHL,’ AND KISSED 11aR

AGAIN.
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I raised to my elbows and saw a bascfoot man tryving | reproduce. His head disappeared, his feet came up in
to persuade a mule to drink at the stream. The con- | the air, and something hit the earth with a dull sound,
trary animal pranced around and went behind a bank, | When I got to the bank he was brushing the dirt anl
leaving only the rider's head vistble to me Of a sud- ‘ gravel from his shoulder, and when 1 asked him, the
den it began bobbing up and down, and I heard him | trouble he replied: :

her head.
“Tuck Buchanan ltves right up there on the ridge”
he answercd when T asked him where T might find
some dinner. He spurred the mule In the flanks with |
his bare heels, and 1 watched the spry little animal
pick her way up a rough path, sometimes leading
under low branches, which caused the rider to duck
his head or push them back

Again I lay down on the moss. Scents of peach and
apple bBlosgoms ecame to me on the soft, lazy air. A
farm-hell clanged gomewhere up the creck bottom and

wag followed by another and another. Plough miles
brayed and hurrled toward thelr rows' end, for ten
ecars of corn and an hour's rest was coming
L] . .
“Don't you want to walk down to the mill? I don’t
hear It running. 1 guess that triflin' fellow T've got

attendin' to 1t is piled up in the corn-hox asleep as he
usually suid Mr. Buchanan to me the day after 1
went to his house

We went (o the mill and, as he expected, we found
the miller dozing in the corn-hox,

‘I'd let him go {f 1 had another man. Kit 8mith
wants the job, but he ain't got any education and
couldn't buy wheat or ealculate on tolls.”

Being well satisfied with the surroundings and de-
siring to remain In that section, 1 insisted that Kit
Sniith, with my assistance, could operate the mill; and
in n few days Mr. Smith and 1 had the job

Mr. Buchanan was a homely old fellow, his profile
at a distunce reminding me of the plcture of some
old man [ had seen In history, and I hardly
gaw how he coull be the father of a girl so pretty
and sweet as Miss FPannie.

s,

rreat

In a month 1 was also assistant manager of
the blg farm, for Mr. Buchanan had decided that
the greasy scum on a wet weather spring back in the
flelds was signa of an underground stream of coal
ol and was Hguring on organizing a stock company
1o dnll

The smiles and kind words of Miss Fannie gave me
a feeling—a delightful thrill—I had never before ex-
pericuced. A yvoung fellow accompanied her to

church one Sunday, and when she returned that night
I knew that I loved her. How lonesome I had been

“VICTIMS OF THE VOL-|

CANO,”" a Thrilling and Time-
Iy New ' Serial, Will Begin in
NEXT MONDAY'S EVEN-
ING WORID.

The next night she Invited me to tha parlor 1o ens
gage her in a game of soclal “seven-up.” We ha@ &
pleasant time, and hardly before the hour to go to
my room I stopped the game, grasped her pretty hand
and told her my foolings. T bowed my head to Kkise
her hand, but she pulled it back, sald “No, nho,* “q
bade me good-night

I said to her the next morning, “Miss Fannie, ex«
cuse me—last night—I couldn't help it, though. Let ll}
pass and think no more of it, but 1 do 10—

“Alr, Cobh, won't vou leave? Go off and think ne
more of {t, and let me forget you. Tt will be better,
as nothing else can come of it. Leave and let me
forget yon." ¢

Sadly 1 told her farewell Sunday morning and.
walked off down the road, again in my aimless wane
dering. When a half mile away I heard some one com-,
ing up behind me on n horse. I went to the side of
the road to let it pass. But when the horse came up!
it stapped and I looked around. Miss Fannle ran into !
my arms. .

“Come on back! You must not leave me! Youw!
cannot! The future looks empty without you.”

Toars of joy came to my eves and I bent my head;
over on hers, 1 kissed her, sald, "'God bless my
angel,” and kissed her again.

The horse she rode, seeing it was forgotton, turmed{
and followed us home.

. . . . L]

A hungry-looking “razor-back’’ sow with thirteen
young plgs rooting In the dirt and rocks near by
made an unusual lot of nolse, and I ralsed up and
found myselft still lyving on the mossy place by the
spring. I had laln there and imagined T would figure
In a romance something like the above. TIf the hogs
had allowed mie to finish the plot 1 imagine it would®

)

have wound up by me becoming owner of the farm

and mill and several ofl wells. :
[ washed my face in the cool blue water, smoothed

aver my halr and went with some anxlety to the
Buchanan home on the ridge. :
There was no sweet girl Fannie, nor even a Mus.

RAuchanan—the old man kept “bach” on a small guliyy

washed farm. But T went in, ate a dinner of beand
and bacon and went on off down the plke, very serk

THE HAIR IN WARM WEATHER.

When the hair becomes heavy with
perspiration washing is the only remedy.
Frequent shampooing Is essentlal In
summer, when perspiration and dust are
at work to make the halr intractable
and ugly. When hair is damp with sait
water or spray fluffiness Is out of the
question. When bathing in the surf it Is
possible to keep the hair dry, and this
should be done, or else great pains taken
to wash the salt water thoroughly out
of the halr, for sea bathing, while a
tonic to the system in general, is not
beneficial to the halr, says the Balti-
more Herald,

A good substitute for the curling iron
lies in Muffing or artificially thickening
vhe hair with the comb. Take a section
of hair, and, while grasping it firmly
in the left hand and holding it straight
out from the head, brush the short
nair lightly back toward the roots with

the comb. Do this on both sides of the

DON'T MENTION VIOLINS IN CREIONA.

Being in Cremona one naturally goes
in search of violins, I had a vague idea
that I might plck up a Stradivarius, an
wmat!, a Guarnerius, and perhaps other

‘rcasure of the kind, for next to noth- |

ing, like those fabulous persons who are
sald to pick up invaluable furniture and
nriceless old books for a mere musia
hall song,
per's, I did not find any valuable vio-
lins, but what was still stranger, I did
not eee or hear a single violin the whole
time 1 was in Cremona. In every Ital-
fan coity there are dozens of shops de-

voted to the sale of musical inslrunmms"

of all sorts and conditions, and among
these viollns of all gizes and conditions,
from the young soprano violin to the
venerable and gouty contrabass, are @x-
posed in the windows, In Cremona,
however, there is not a violin to be sold,
and 1 am persuaded that there is not
one in the possession of a single Cre-
monese

At first 1 could not understand thls
mystery. Neither could I understand
why no one to whom I spoke seemed
to take the slightest Interest in the
great violin-makers of the town. Dae-
deker asserts that the house of An-
tonlo Stradivarius Is still to be scen,
and 1 went in search of It. I found
only a vacant lot where the house had
stood, and I was nformed by a police-
man, who looked at me sternly and
with evident suspicion, that the house
of Stradivarius had been torn down.
I asked him why so valuable a relie
had been destroyed, and he replied by
suggesting that If I would accompany
him to the headquarters of the police
I might possibly recelve an answer to
my question. I left him more In anger
than In sorrow, and asked no more
questions of the Cremona police,

From what 1 afterward learned in
convarsation with sgeveral of the leading
porters and street sweepers of the plape
I came to the conclusion that the people
of Cremona had for so many weary

" DRILY FASHION HINT.
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Evening World.
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writes W, L. Alden in Har-
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cures painful, smarting, nervous feet
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