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ABOLISH THE KINDLING.
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"\ the massmcre at Chicago. A careless arrangement of
" lights, worthless fire extinguishers, lack of fire alarm

Loonmections, a cheap and fiimey “‘asbestos” ourtain, im-

against a blank wall, all helped to turn a trivial accl~
< dent into a slaughter. ’

But all these things, as The Evening World has sald
from the very beginning, are only incidental. They
st not be allowed to divert attention from the under~
‘lying eause—the thing that threatens every theatrical
audience in America. That cause Is the deliberate invi-
tation to disaster through the accumulation of fuel on
the stage.

Let & fire onoe gain headway, and the chances are
10 to 1 thet it will find a weak point somewhere in
~ the armngements for fighting it. There mey not be as
many weak points as at the Iroquols, where nothing that
‘oould aggravate a calamity seems to have been omitted,
but omne will be enough. The ounly safety lles in pre-
. venting the fire from starting.
~ Mmost every great theatrical disaster of the past
ocentury hms been due to inflammable scenery. The
despatches from Ohicago might have served, with
. changes in namss and dates, to descrite the Riochmond
Theatre fire of nearly a hundred years ago. There was
RO asbestos ourtain then to give a treacherous promise
of security, but the murderous soemery and the ocare-
lessly handled stage light were remdy to turn the
Ohristmas festivities of 1811 into mowrning, just as they
were at Chicago in 1008,

3 ¥ managers will not learn the obvious lesson of
" these repeated horrors they must be made to learn It
' Against their dogged resistance they have bLeen forped
step by step to make their buildings flreproof, to pro-
~ vide exits that are at least supposed to be avallable for
_ uee, to equip their stages with ourtains that look ke
ashestos and to install various devices for fighting fire,

Tho one step that remains to be talren—and it is a far
. easier and less costly one than many that have already
been. enforced—is to prevent the beginning of trouble
by reproofing all the scenery and stage fittinge, in
which ninety-nine one-hundredths of all theatrical fires
start. p
The Iroquois Theatre bullding is practically unin-
jured, but 600 people are dead. The managers have ac-
complished their object—their property is safe. It is
the buviness of the law to force them to pay as much
nttention to the protection of human life.

$

rreparing Conflagrations.—[f a servant laid a fire In &
stove with half the thoroughness with which theatrical
manngers plle up kindling on their stages, there never
would be a failure to start a blaze at the first trial,

67,000 UNNECESSARY DEATHS.
That the death date in New York has decreased with-
in the past year is cause for congratulation, but do we
realize that even yet elghty-two out of every eighty-
three deaths in this city are unnecessary? That s what
the! returns just published show. *
There were 67,923 deaths in New York last year. Of
‘these 813 were from old age, which may be considered
unavoidable. Nearly one-third of the whole number—
21,781 in all—were of children under five years old. All
Jhis 7 those represent lives pramaturely cut off by bad condi-
 tions. There were 8,001 deaths from phthisis and 6,396
= from pneumonia—nearly 15,000 from two diseases of the
o8 lungs that ought to be preventable if not curable,
© Bronchitis and broncho-pneumonia, two other male~
dies of a similar class, carried off 1,836 and 8,296 per
sons respectively. There were no less than 4,071 deaths
from violence, of which 801 were sulcides and 185 homi-
cides, '
‘When medical sclence and human nature are both
perfected old age will be the only cause of death, and

even there the present limits will be greatly extended.
Meanwhile the tables show us what a tremendous mear-
gin we have for improvement.

flapid Transit at Last.—The opening of the subway yes-

terday with a train of three handcars may have lacked
i some of the pride of pomp, but most people would
'.q_' rather go to Harlem comfortably on a handear than
- wedged In o rush-hour elevated jam,

MENELIK'S LIONS.

The gift of two lions from the Emperor Menelik to
President Roosevelt {s worth stretching the Constitu-
tion & little. Of course, the President is forbidden to
acoept “any present, emolument, office or title of any
kind whatever from any king, prince or forelgn state,'
- but he is also forbidden to do & good many other things
~wihich Mr. Roosevelt has cheerfully done. And think
» how useful a pair of real lions would be about the
White House! The President would have no need to
g0 West in a fruitless hunt for the trivial mountain
variety. He could get manly exercise by wrestling with

" his pets at home. And when he wanted to combine
' sport with & wenuine public service he could turn them
loose in the Post-Office Department, beginning with the
pifice of the Postmaster-General.

They Omn't Lose Him.—But the Platt came back, for he
.souldn’t stay away.

"OF INTEREST TO PASSENGERS.

near side of every croesing. The language that will

puient than the old,

'# 1o

properly hung, an Interfering wire which nobody hs,d|

rdm he 'will take tho shortest out to the

gether uanoticel,

Hereafter the Metropolitan surface cars will stop at

W until the public becomes acoustomed to the change
I perceptibly moderate the winter temperature, but
d the new system will probably prove rather
In many cases the cars
pped at the near side already by the flow of
the cross etreets, and !f they can do their

. avolded. The only point in which the
to be worge than the old is that
walk the length of the car in a
between the rear platform and
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The Voung

Is “Fresh.”

: By
Nixola Greeley-Smith.

VIIRY dtscogsolate young man has '
H written to Tthe Bvening World ask-
ing for a definition of '‘freshness.' |
“What s freshness?’ he inquires, |
plaintively. '“Why am I fresh? When |
| ask the glrls to tell me they say I
know perfeotly well wlfat they mean. |
And if 1 permist In the question they
rdd, "Well, you're fresh now.' What am
1 to Aol I
It i a platitude to remark that people !
who ask for advioce are seldom prepared
to take what is coming to them,
But 4f the young man really wanta to
know the best thing that can happen to

Kast River and disappear.

For the man who is fresh, with a full
conmciousneas of bhis Iniquity, may
ocoasionally be tolerated, the degree of
toleration depending largely on such ap-
parently unconnected qualities as the
breadth of his shoulders or the color

However, tlis 18 not giviug the anx-

jdensa In the attitude of another.

shlp or admiration the young woman

most beautiful eyes in the world, and {I
he refors to it casually as if Indeed |t
were something soarcely worth men-
tioning because so much to be taken for
granted she is altogether pleased and
nakes up her mind that she has at last
come upon a man of fine taste and in-
finite discrimination.

Another man pays simlilar tribute to
thelr midnight splendor, but does it with
such an exasperating air of discovery
as though Indeed he were tho Christo-
pher Columbus of thelr charm as to
make his assumption of a lack of pre-
vious appreciation seem far more em-
phatie than his admiration. As a result
one «f these men J8 thought charming
by the young woman he wishes to
please, while the unfortunate blunderer
is merely ‘‘fresh.’”

.Of all “fresh’’ persons on earth the
man who asks a woman {f he may kiss
her is the very worst.

Which does not mean that the man
who ki#tes her without asking is any
better, but merely that the question,
from Its oold-blooded deliberation, Iis
often a greater impertinence than the
lcgs premeditated act would be. Hqually
fresh is the man who asks a girl {f she| ¢
has ever been kiased, and |
often; if she has ever been in love, if
she does not even in her most indépend-
ent momeénts feel the desire to he oved
and shielded from the cold world
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and expression of his eyes, but he who ®
is fresh without knowing it has com- | ®
mitted the unpardonable sin, g:

fous young viotim of his own freshnews | ¢
the definition he asks forewhich, after *;,
all, 1s a most difficult & not lmpossthle | &
lthdmg to do. Flor what constitutes fresh-
ness In one man's conduot may pass alto- | ®
or If noticed, may | ¢

8o (i-

muagh depending on the degree of friend- | ¢

féels for him. 3;'.
One man may tell her that she has the $
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S CrRAZY/

““No wonder city folks Is queer
If they got heads like | got here!

“Them joys that New Year’s day supplies
Has made me batty round the eyes.

“Why Pol! you’re twins to-day, | swan!
Dod Gast this house! the floor’s clean gone!” s

%The Important Mr. Pewee, the Great Little Man. o« &

MINNY MAUD HANFF.

AHA' SHE TURNS HER ADMIRINC
CAZE UPON MY RADIANT AND
ANGELIC RHYSIOGNOMY! T TELL
YOU MANLY BEAUTY AND CRACE
JARE POWERFUL MAGNETS TO |
ATTRACT FAIR WOMANS OPTICS
[LL JUST GIVE HER A SMILE
OF APPRECIATION.

Man Who 5/« ~~Little Miss Sawed-Off Tries fo Capture His Rfiections, but He Remains True to Miss Sifoof,$
:5' Design Copyrighted, 1903, by the Press Publishing Company (The Nexww York World).
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UNHAND ME, WOMAN| L.
CEASE YOUR PERSISTENCY!

YOU ARE INCHES *roorj
*SHORT TO CONFORM

TO MY HICH IDEALS

OF HUMAN PROPORTIONS!

DESIST,WOMAN)
—|F|-I 1D TUT’ TUT= NOT ]
GI |

METHINKS
TIS ’

PEEWEESY//
PIPING /
VOICE

RiDICULOUS FIGURE
YOUR DWARFED
STATURE WOULD
MAKE BESIDE A
HUGE LEVIATHIAN
LIK ME!
NAW-

(0K, PEEWEE!
MY WEE AFFINITY
BE MINE- BE MINE-
AND WE SHALL CO
| THROUGH LJFE TO- |
GETHER NESTLING
SNUG IN THE ARMS
OF LOVE LIKE
TWwWO PEEWEES
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Two DEuces!

AH,PEEWEE-
MY LITTLE
TITMOUSE!
BE MY -
UMPYDOODLE
) OODELUM -
[ HAVE

ITCHED

] FOR THIS

LEAP YEAR
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TO MAXE

YOUu Mmy.
TINY
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800-H00-HOO!
SHE STOLE
MY LITTLE
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éé DIDN'T ses any sulphurous smoke obseuring thé
sky when they took the Hd off yesterday,” re-
marked the Cigar Store Man.
“No,” sald the Man Higher Up, “the fact that Dr.
Parkhuret had prophesied that hell was due the first of
? the year didn't seem to agitate the people to such as
4 extent that they shook their clothes off. New York
$ seemed to take
4 | prophecy like the bad man who thought ke had died in
When he woke up a trained nurse was hold-
ing his head on her arm and another was chafing his
‘):)
$

“‘If this 1s hell,’ he said, ‘glve me an annual pass.’

“It {8 a fireproof cinch that young Mr. McClellan is
not going to please everybody during his term as Mayor.
The affairs of the city will run along all right. Im-
provements will be made and’ there will be baclkward
steps and side steps, which will be natural. The problem '
that is staring the Mayor in the face is whether he can '
steer things along so as to keep the Govermment e~
chine in the middle of the road.

‘“There are three elements in New York. The ele-
ment that makes the most noise is that with aspirations '
toward the ideal.
women who are constitutionally good.
them along cold storege warehouse lines, and any |
frivolous emotion that penetrates them is immediately !
ohilled. They are so framed up mentally that they ean- |
not make allowances for persons addicted to enjoying |
themselves on broad lines.
parallel their ideas of right 4s a sin,

“Another slement ds that composed of men and -wom-:
en who are coustitutionally bad. This element is more:
numerous than the good element and has a
pull. Its members would ltke to see e
FamiHarity with sin and crime and &oohdn.q

has made them calloused. Attempts to regue|
late them appear in their minds to savor of persecution,

“The third element 18 composed.of the hundreds of
thousands of plain, everyday, hardworking citisens who |
mind thelr owa business, work hard, pay their debts and
are d to be New Yorkers. They beleve in
element gome leeway, because the bad elememd
cannot be wiped off the map, and they belleve in allow-
ing the good element to have a hand in saying what the
bad element must mot do. But when either the good
elenent or the bad element tries to dictate to the great
common sense element the source of civic power comes |
out and does business. This is all the Mayor has to keap -

"It ought to be easy enough for a Mayor to keep on |
tho main line to popn}ult.y and satisfaction,” sedd the

Clgar Store Mean.
“Sure,” answered
g0 many men trying to throw the switches on him.”

The New Mayor
Takes Hold and
Nothing Happens.

the fulfilment of Dr. Parkhurst's

This element {8 composed of men and
Nature built)

Bverything that does not'’

veryihing wids|

the Man Higher Up, “but there are

By A. Conan Doyle.
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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTRRS,

Mary Morstan, whose father, Capt. Mors-
tan, died some years Lefore, learns through
Thuddeus Sholto that the Iptter's father and
Capt. Morstan once owned an East Indian
treasura which the former had hldden. The
treasure {s stolen w\.g Thaddeus's brother,
Burtholomew, who arded {t, iy mur-
dered. Sherlock Holmes ls put on the caso,

Holmes learns that o  one-legxed 1man
named Jonathan Small, asaisied by an under-
sized savage from the Andaman Islands, has
committed the crime.

The ravage is killed and Small {s captured.

Small confesacs that he threw the treasuro
the river when capture seemed fmminent

o goes on to tell how he first won the
treasure by k.lml\l l:.z indoo guardian, aund
:n,m he waa enc 0 prison for life for
i) ..

l‘s ogu of escaps he told Morstan
Sholte the whareabouts of t* treasure. 8liol-
fwon revenge, enlisting
Ittle Andaman Islander.

into
o

to atole it. Small
\go servioes o"ﬂ&.

(Copyrighted, ' 1808, by Geo. Munro's Sons.)
(Printed by Permiasion of Geo. Munro's Sons.)

CHAPTER VI.
Escape and Revenge,

“T HI8 native was the hidasous crsa-
ture we killed to-night, 1 sup-
pose?’ sald Holmes,

‘“Yen,” repled BSmall. ‘*Tonga~for
that was his name—was a fine boat-
man, and owned a blg, roomy canoe of
his own. When I found that he was de-
voted to me and would do anything to
serve me, 1 saw my ohance of escape.
1 dnlked i over with him @He wan to

e allowsd to enter amd leave

baleg bis boet sreund on a-eertalin Digut
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¢o an old whar! whioh was never guand-
el, and thore he was to plek me up, I
gave him diractions to have several
gourds of water and a lot of yams, co-
coanuts and sweet potatoes.

“He was stanch and true, was little
Tonga. No man ever had a more falth-
ful ‘mate. At the night named he had
his boat at tho wharf. As it ohanced,
however, there was one of the convict
guard down thers, a vile Pathan who
had never missed a chance of insulting
and injurlng me. T had always vowed
vengeance, and now [ had my chance.
It whs as if fate had placed him in my"
way, that 1 might pay my debt before
I left the isiand. He stood an the bank
with his dback to me, and his carline
on his shoulder. I looked about for a
stone to beat out his braine with, but
none could 1 ses. Then & queer thought
ocame Iinto my head and showed mo
where I could lay my hand on a wea-
pon. [ sat down in the darkness and
unstrapped my swooden leg. With three
long hops 1 was on htm. He put hls
carbine to his shoulder, but 1 struck
im full and knocked the whole front
of his skull in. You can see the split
in the wood now where I hit him, We
both went down together, for I could
not keep my balance, but when I ot
up I found him still lying qulet enough,
I made (or the boat, and in an hour we
were well out at sea. Tonga had brought
all his earthly possessions with him. his
arms and his gods. Among other things,
he had a long bamboo spear and some
ADdaman COUOANUL IVALUDNE, Witia wislai
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T made a soxrt of a sall. For ten days
we were beating about, trusting to luck,
and on the eleventh we were picked up
by a trader which was going from Sing-
ajore to Jiddah with a cargo of Maley
mlgrimy. They were a rum crowd, and
Tonga and 1 soom managed to settle
down among them. They had one very
#004 quulity —they let you alone and
asked no questions,

“Well, if I were to tell you all the
adventures that my lttle chum and 1
went through, you would not thank me,
for I would have you here untfl the sun
waas shining. Here and therp wo dadbed
about the world, something always turn-
ing up <o keep us from Lomdon. All the
fime, however, I mever lost elight of my
purpose. [ swould dreem af Sholto at
night. A hundred times I have loiled
bim ja my sleep. At last, however, some
three or four years ago, we found our-
selves in Fingland. I had no great dif-
floufity in finding where Sholto Mved, and
I set to work to discover mihether he
had realized the treasure or if he still
had it. I made friends wih some one
who ocould helo me—1 aame no names,
for I dom't wamt 0 get any one else in
a Tole—and 1 soon found that he still
had the jewels, Then I tnied to get at
o i many ways: but he waus pretty
sly, and had always two prize-fighters,
besides his sons and his khit.mutgar, on
guard over bim.

‘‘One day, however, I got word that
he wes Jying. I hurried a once to the

gardan, mad that e should aMp ount
« my ke ctt, and looking
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througih the window, I saww him lying in
his bad, with his sons on each side of
him.

“At last, however, came news we had
waited for so long. The treasu.e hro

Léen found. 1L was up at the top of the
house, in Mr., Bartholomew Shoito's
chemiecal lanboratory, I came at once

and hud a lonk at the place, but I could
not see how, with my wooden leg, I
was to make my way up to it. I learned,
however, aouta trap door in the roof,
and also about Mr. Sholto's supper hour.
It seemed to me that I could manage
the thing easily through Tonga. I
brought him out with me with a long
rope wound rouud his waist. He couM
alimb like a cat, and he soon made his
way through the roof, but, as ill-luok
would have it, Bartholomew Sholto was
atill in the rodm, to hin cost. Tonga
thought he had done something very
clever Ir. killirg him, for when I came
up by the rope I found him strutting
ahout ns proud as a peacock. Very
much surprised was he when I made at
him with the rope's end and cursed him
for a little bloodthirsty imp. I took the
treasure box and let it down, and then
slid down myself, having first left the
slgn of the four upon the table to show
that the jewels had come back at last
to those who had most right to them.
Tonga then pulled up the rops, closed
the window and made off the way that
he had come.
1 don"t kuow that I have

eios 1o toll you. I -bad. heasd a - 1

me &3 & husband in D " e
. He guve & most dls ¢ g

man speak of the spesd of Smith's
Jaunch, the Aurora, so I thought she
would be a handy craft for our escape.
I engaged with old Smith, and was to
glve him a blg suen if he got us eafe to
our ship.”

“A very remarkable account,''

“You first, Small,” remarked the wary
Jonen as they left the room. “T'll take
particular eare that you don't olub me
with your wooden ieg, whatever you
may have done to the gentlaman ut the
Andaman Isles." \

“Well, and there is the end of owr
littio drama,” I remarked after we had
sat somo time smoking n silence. T
fear that it may be the last Invedtiga-
tion In whish I shall have chapye
of stulying your
tan hag done me the

.

A Sherlock Holmes Romance of Love and Mystery—:—=The Sign of the Four.

feared as much,'” said he; “I really
cannot congratulate you,'"
1 was n little hurt. “Have you

reason to
choice?'' 1 asked

most charming young ladies 1 gver met,
and might t

has a decided
the way in

Agre.
thing,
onpo.d' to that true oold reason

I pimoe above all things. I myself shall
never

%oxt in this business,
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be dissatisfled with my
“Not at all. I think she #s one of the

have 1 most useful in
as we bave been dol: She
nius that way; witness
which she preserved that

n from all the other papers
father. But love is an emotionsl
and whatever s emo! s

, lest I blas my judgment.*”
ked OF‘Yguwndo:o s
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