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Flﬂnlsh Prima Donna Also Declares Qem-
..brich the Greatest of Prima Donnas—New
York Society More Hospitable than That
of Paris Toward Artistes—Ackte an Ex-
.ception in the French Capital Because
. She Is *An Honest Woman."

ME, AINO ACKTE seemed all arma and—ahem!~—as she swayed
foryard with outatretched hand and a swesp of skirts.
There {s a pradigality of movement about the Finnish fair one
which makes mogt of Herr Conried's othier prims dotunas look
x like studles In stfd lite, Heaven and the opers-goer know that
the angular and altitudinous Ackte looks tall and sinuous enovgh on the big
opera-house stafe. Distance doesn’t lend enchantmant, but it borrows & lot
from the closer view. To see Madame at the Collingwood 18 to be im-
preesed more ond more with the necessity of skyscraper apartment hotels,
e Way established on the tenth floor. I found mysel wondesing whether
she used' the elevator or just stepped up and down. I was impossible to
whake off the idea that in chooaing her epartments she had elmtnlly moas-
. mured the divaace. ¢

Meanwhnile sha sat me in one, two, three chalrs before she was satisfled
that she bad found the one which fitted me best. Then she beamed upon
me and chortled, “I'am so foolish to-day!"

To my indld, perhaps umoroul, glance of inquiry she unlweredr

“This morning I go tp A rebear-r-sal of ‘Die Fledermaus. We, every
one, was foolish, Yes, gay, that ees it. We‘ all dance—ah!"—swinging halt
about- ~“and. we ldugh ver' much, To-nightit will be fun,”

“Ha you ke to sing for nothing?” I innocently asked.

'Ohy yes," was the nalve roply. "It wae in my contract to glve Meestar
Conrfed & benefit.” )

And ft was not so long ago that most of Meester Conried’s “talent”
we® bardly willing to give him' even the benefit of the doubt! '
i o RN SR T o

HE evoit one was much happler than when she told me her troubles
T last year, She was shivering then under the oriticlom that she was

“oold.” Her Marguerite had made humanitarians fe:l that Faust
ought to have beon prdvided with a fur-lined overcoat. But there's heen
@ change In the wenther since then. Little by little, Ackte has thawed,
untll she {s now a warm savorite,

“My two seasons here do me much good,' she scknowledged. '“An
Amertoan sngagement s @ gr-r-eat thing for a Furopean singer. ' You are
much heeger when yirs g0 back. 'Why, you say? Becanse here in the most
beyewteefullest opera tompany in the.wcgrld. Oh, yes, nowhere is there
stich 'a company. Ia Europe they know fhees. And if an artiste succeed
here they think mueh more of her than they dld before. It makes her repu-
tatioh to be accepted In Ameriea, They know America deminds and gets the
best. Why? Because it has got the money."”

Therelp nqthlng slim about the Ackte laugh., It came out rohust ani
wpavy here. Periaps she lmngined she had perpetrated the Amerfcatism
¥Because it has got the prico.”

“Hven the gr-r-eatest singer realizes the value of an Amerlca.n engage-
ment,” she added.

“And who, in your opinion, 18 the greatest singer?”

~Sembrich,” she immediately anewered, “Ah! thore I8 on'y one Sem-
mxﬁll‘" In Europe she I8 recognized as the greatest of all, Bemprich 18 a
g This wasn't slang--it was gerfous,
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OW that Mme, Ackte has won her American plumes she is dlsposed to

be a bit haughty. Bhe salls on the 26th, perhaps not to return,

\"I shall not come back next season,” she sald, ‘‘unless my con- |

traot in—in—giva me the word,” anapping her fingers impatiently, "{fnsures
~yes, that 18 it—unless my contract Insures that I sing twice a week, Now
I sing two or three times, maybe four, a wosk, and then I do not sing again
for ten or twelve days, I do not llke that—chool" 7/

This was not an imitation of an alr-brake, It was the Ackte method
of expressing exhausted patlence, How it must amuse the children at home
‘when thsy play “train!”

' “1 shall atay in Holsingtors one week only, Then I start on my tour-
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ney, 1'will go t0 Berlin, Dresten, Pmuo. anam-t, Vienna, Bucharest

and other cities. For two months #t will be, and'1 will s'eig. many toles,
My favorite one? 'Oh, Marguetite I like best. There 1o 80 miaeh in thw
de-dovelopment of the simple girl into the tragle woman.' Ta stay longer

st bome 1 should #ke, but | could not etay there siwaye—oh, nol-usd
sing only to nwmaummommyu;unmmm
would be the y tncmmmcmm;mauwww.c

people. No,' ltwmwboﬂumhmlwonumn. 1t would be the
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Madame threw out her anms as 1t to take in the woeld.  Thows wobder-
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was mentioned that' two oceas’ Nnerd had artived that
sheeted with ice, she turned with rapture

“Ah! ges not the feo-tieyewteetul!?

I couldn’t share her ecstasy, but refrained trom umn her M ﬁo 100

in & hightall was enough to suit me,

Bul evén thouph tha frall snd fraglle Ackte is willing to -m m h sl

ship of jco, please don't think that she 't the leaat bit soeyy l@
“Thiefe Will be pat here,” ehe sald Qm-m; her chest.  And thes, w

way Of hasty explanation of her position—the way she Was qwm. 1 mean-~

she interrupted hergelf with: ‘‘When I talk 1 am Mke ﬁ!ﬂ“ﬂw
hoerself with & grimace—"but when T aet, sh! [ am theds W-MM
ing up and throwing back ber head. ’

This started us mun; about tho nulu of pﬂm donnu. ua Mno
Acwte satd: ¢ ' '* g * 6 e anmd
“nm“_--o-o,ooocoow'b_
o & .8 @ Illlllddodv ¢ .6 e 8 @

e ¢ » wiw & andexclaimed ! 1 1 1 o

ALl of which you will allow was very interdating, - But this mudsh yon m,

u”:‘l beleve the time is not far oft whea the operstic stage will demand o!
s artiites that ¢hey he as fine actors as they are singers, Thero is %8 muck
in the acting of & role s In the singing of ft.”

Ot the Amﬂm actresses Ackte has seen Mrs. Carter interestsd her

most.
91 1lked Mme, Carter vary much,” she sald, “though I dld not ke
‘Adrea’ She is very much like Sarah . \

And now & few words of tnrewell:

. “I shall vegrot to léave my New York friends, Last year I knew no one.
But this‘season I go much in goclety. Yes, it 1s good for me. I Jové it In
Parle, aleo, I go in soclety & great deal. Itds difficult for the mrtiste to do
that. But T am an exception.”

“An exception here or in Paris?”
“Oh, in Parls, of course! Here all the artistes go In soclety, But in
Paris few are asked. But as I say, I am an exception,”

"Becanse''——

“Because,” and Madame le-:\nod forward and whispsred mysterfously
“bacause I am an honest woman,”

“Which means?"

“That I am a respectable married woman,"”

Isn't Paris the perticular plnco?
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ment and Recention,

Noveltles o daneng wiil he seen tov
night ot the tenth anpual dramatie ens
tertadnment and racaption of the Mesens
trle WMromen, L. U, 63, In Giand Ceniral
Palnce, Thets will be n veiles of na-
tioned Qaneing preparationa,

The 10,000 membets of the ongantestion,
orobably the strongest laber unlon In or
about New TYorle, and one wheh had

proved o hige fadtor In looc! wmaiour aths
lotlen, wil) e cnt hand to take mart .n #1»
wala cocaston, 'the recelpta of siiloh will [morul meeting was held fn  Wiiard

CHARLES DARM'ON

m&; in the aocomnnn of ‘the mx
which hevo hean elabovately fonto«::"
and gaglarded. the national colors bojpr
nrofieg  Urder the direction of Jamee
L Barry manazer of the Actord’ Na
tloral Protective Unfon, a sterling nr.
pramme of yaudeville entortalnment har
toan arranmed,
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Willned Temnernnoe
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CHICAGO, TFab, 1T ~Bimultunnousty
with the necoeptnnon by Cangress of the
i Ifrances B Willard atatus at Washing:
wn, (he Frances B, Wilard Natlonal
Temperaiice Hospltal, on Bouth Lincoln
pireet, wan (‘vdlo”ed to-day. A me

Arranged for Eneriain-
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in Chloamo.
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THE SONG
THAT STOPS BABY :
FROM CRYING~—

Rockaby~~rockaby,
Nothing to fear~-

Good nurses through World Wants
Always are near,

Yy 74
NURSES WANTED.

sent demand for nursery
| be chronicled tomorrow
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