T was almost as exciting as
& revolution. The place
was in a whirl. My ap-
pointment had been set

“for & O'clock, and at 4.09 the tall,
gaunt, stooped Gorky, In an aston-
ishingly long overcoat and a black
felt hat pulled down upon his ears;

gnd a small retinue of something-or-
otheri, trooped in from an automo-
bile ride,

We were caught in the rush and
carried up to the ninth floor of cie
Belleclalre, where we were ushered
into an epartment with more win-
dows than most poor New Yorkers
hgve In a whole flat. It seamed
worth while to be a revolutionist. if
only to have so much light and sun-
shine. The underground horrors of
“Nachtasyl,” through which I had
once groped my way at the Irving
Place Theatre, were cleared away in
the light of this ninth-story eleva-
tion,

Gorky dodged !nto one of his sev-
eral rooms to get Into ‘“‘something
Joose." When he reappeared in along
black Russian blouse with a girdle
that any woman might have envied,
he greeted as a brother John Spargo,
of “The Bitter Cry of the Children,”
sho was there to 'Interpret for a
fady with a notebook that hungered
for every precious word.

It was U}(e a comedy where the
butler and the feather-duster sou-
brette tell you the plot while you are
saiting to hear it from the hero's
own lips. I amused myself by
mvatching Gorky, who, brushing back
his straight brown halir as little |
girls used to do in the days of “round
combs,” seated himself for the inter-
ylew that was first on the programme
by virtue of Spargo He looked
somewhat fagged and a lttle like a |

i the Czar is directly inculcated,

bringing up cards, |
and visitors were belng stowed away

ing, boys were

in remote rooms. It began to look
hopelesg, but at last Gorky wheeled
his chalr {n my direction, and sighing |
and throwing out his arms {n a broad |
gesture of helplesaness, accompanied |
by & shrug that ended in a emlle, he |
seemed to ask, “Well, slr, what s
ity

The Blitter Ones seamed & u!ce.J
sweet revolutionist armed with a
cigarette,

My first question—the {nfluence of
the stage upon the political life of
Rusaia—was foliowed by a flcod of
Russian,

“The stago has had a tremendous |
influcnce on the Intellectuals, on the
middle class, and on the students.”
was Gorky’s answer, as conveyed by
Madame, “In Petersburg and Mos- |
cow, tco, the authorities were com- |
paratively Uberal in allowing =all|
sorts of plays to be given. In the |
provinces this was far less t:'ue.l

i

There the consorship rested with the
provincial governors, any one of
whom might bar a play thought to
be dangerous in his particular prov-
ince."

“Then the people In the great cit- |
fec can see and be influenced by
modern plays?”

“Not at ell. They can go only to
theatres called ‘Crown Theatres,
where plays are given that treat, in
the most fulsome way, of noted per-
sons in Russlian history—czars and
czarinps—and witre a DarTOW |
patriotism that i{s merely devotion to |
The ‘i
church exercises a kind of censorship |
here, tco, for on no Russian stage |
may the sign of the cross be made,
and the very naming of the Deity on

? ANICE, SWEET
REVOLUTIONIST
ARMED\WITH A
CIGARETTE
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This, though interesting, was get- |
ting away from my subject

“Have your plays been forbldden in |
Russia?” |
Innocenca spread its gentle mantle

over Gorky's fnce as he replied:
“Mine? Oh, no! They could not |
be, for there {s absolutely nothing
revolutionary in them., They simply
represent the things that
that every one knows."”
“So ‘Nachtasyl' {s a plicture of real |

I kunow—

[ 1ife?" |

“It is as true and real as my own i
knowledge enabled me to make {t."|
His lipe tightened grimly on his
cigarette,

pose?"
“I write what I know, what I feel,
because T must say what I think and
teel—it !s not because I wish to prove
auny theory. That i{s quite simple, is
it not?"
He d
istic success"
and was plainly horrified
gestion of financial profit

.
e

lismissad the mention of “art-
with a light gesture,
at 8 sug-
He prob-

' ably would not know the meaning of

‘royalties,

He listened intently to what he

and I |¢
came back with: .| unhe

|
; {n all the theatres.
“You write your plays with a pur-|
|
i

By Charles Darnton

and the right of free development to
our students, to our middle class,
They are the {instruments of advance-
ment—and we shall know how to use
them.”

“But now, when go rigld a censor-
ship {8 exerclsed, how do you use
them?”

Gorky smiled a sweet, patiemt
cmile, and explained:

“Because the Russian Govcrumen'
presses so heavily on our people, out
writers for the stage have learned to
use a language that vells but does
not conceal their meaning. We speak
{n figures, and so gain our ends. Our

“Itsen has heen a great—the great- | audiences have learned to see through

st—Influence,” 18 answer with |
eltating swiftness,
the Intellectuals than any
other author. This is recognized by |
the Government, too, for his plays
have bLeen forbldden. 0! tha Ger-
mans, Hauptmann has been the most

came

mora for

potent factor. His ‘Weavers' was
forhbidden finally; so were Octave
Mirbeau's ‘The Bad Priests’ and ‘The |

Thief.'”

“Then the

day ave liked in Russia?"
“Very much. In fact, the moderns
o! Irance are very popular, and

French farces are regularly produced

"

asked whether he
would play an
in the future of Rus-
with quick energy:

When Gorky 3

believed tho stage
important part
sla,

“

he answerad
much
ay ar

from our stage. I
e in Rus=s

perhaps never

has

Not merely
I mean,

nlayed
in u political way,

in apy country.

but in the

rendest in appealing to
very sur people, and influ- |
encing evers "

it ha

revolut

You fw

! s already
tin the

“Do

"

on

“*He has done | the
| word thut

;ft\r this langua

{
French authors of to- |

fa's

f should

the vell and to understand, and at
game time we have not used one
{s justified in
We even have a4 nameo
our dramatists.
We call it *Aesop’s Language, or
*Acsop's Tongue'—and our people un-
derstand our fables as readily as they
do his.”

118 smile of satisfaction was beau-
tiful to see. )

*“But the theatre in Russia,” he
added, lighting another clragette,
“has reached only a few, compared
with books. The lower classes, as I
sald, cannot go tb the theatres; but
every one can get books. All who
can read in Ruesia devour books and

the censor

Wl

striking out.

e of

| pamphlets, while many of those who

cannot read hear from the others.”

He would not discuss his own
plays.
“] cannot speak of myself,” he

with a modesty rare in play-

it when I asked whether

he had any desire to eee his plays
produced in this country he sald:

Ot course, 1 should like that, as'I

like to have them produced

anywhere. But that {s not a matter

me to decide.”
Two more cards that were brought

sald,
wrights,

for

to & theatre—not even to the groat 1 , T yau e hoite | nt  this ‘moment caused Gorky  to
the stage Qf a ‘Crown Theatre' would | &° % . 11d not understand as I lan d he declar¢ed with emphasis, | at this moment cau
great patient child that means to dn‘b“ 1mpr-=‘1zbln cheapest. They have no money for yes. B ! ilstory ef the French Revolution and could ﬂ:,:r:m“ng the develop P of every great JNmp to his feet His exclitement
2 pesible, o : the develop- ¢ modern plays of every great o :
svhat is expected of it. At the first , mnm,(q. an! none exists for them." v i3 Just as gay -..}. its side that of our present move. | & Qu¢ qmn‘ e il O S i AT was explained when 1 ;LL‘?%((‘} in the
g M o a= b )M lv~ ant the ussi drama—had it | thinker-——nc Onl) 1} UssIian i ’ i ’ o P v
question he lighted a small Russian And the peasants?” T asied. | “Are the Russian theatres closed gay and wont—if you change the names end ) BeRt of th R ol nai Pt of Thess*sfaeta “'n . 3‘.,‘1 HOs ix'n‘l!.x‘i».a “lmuuax;lltlu‘t‘r ii.lmh.m
- c e R g n qui pendently, or had | wrights, but of Ibsen, Maeterlinek, | jgtionists—Mar 1
cigarcite and began smoking furi-| GOrky's deep-set, blue-gray cyea | . o or were they during the violent | It 15 ¢ a few of the words, it s exactly | BTOWD up quite indey . s . Jutlonista- e #
1 + | flashed as he exclalmed: e svohition . y parallel. Humanity d ot learn |it felt the influence of the forcign | Haupima Trve as  weapons of | Dean Howells. =
ously. . days of the revolution? b e be umanity (0('5 o ¢ 5 They teach freedom of thought ! CHARLES DARNTON.
Meanwhile the teléphone was ring-| *“The peasants! The peasants never | “Not {n Petersburg nor Moscow,” all, are defying | its lessons by example.” stage: i A i
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