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PRICE ONE CENT.

Highest Tribunal Upholds Decision
ofJudges Anderson and Hough,That
the Pase Did Not Come With-
in the Jurisdiction of U. S. Courts.

A GREAT VICTORY WON
FOR FREEDOM OF PRESS

Mighty Triumph Over Most Wicked At-

tack Ever Made on the Press, Declares
Lawyer Who Led the Fight

Against the Government.

Special to The Kvenlng World.)

WASHINGTON. Jan. 3. The indictment brought by the Fed-

eral Government through Theodore Roosevelt, then President of
the United States, against the Press Publishing Company (New
York World), for criminal libel in the so-call- ed "Panama Canal
case," was quashed to-da- y by the Supreme Court of the United
States.

The upholds the decision of Circuit Court Judge Hough
of New York and throws the entire libel proceeding out of court.

Chief Justice White, announcing the opinion of the court,
interpreted the statute under which the United States sought
prosecute to mean that it was to be applied to crimes com-

mitted Federal reservation, when otherwise the criminal
would go unwhipped of justice. '
COUNT'S OPINION.

Chief Justice White read Ihe dtWon in part follows:
"In view of the unity between the act of composing and the primary

publication of a newspaper containing a libellous article within the State
of New York, and of subsequent publication repetitions thereof by the
pubHthtr of a newspaper which are clearly the resultant of the provisions

Hi laws of New York ibove quoted and referred to, two propositions
are, we think, plainly established- -

"First That adequate means were ifTorded for punishing the cir-

culation of i libel on i United States reservation by the State law and in
the State courts without the necessity of resorting the courts of the
United Stale for redrew.

"Second That resort could not be had to the court of the United
Christie Sullivan. Thomas States PUlli-- ll the SCt of puhlishint! 11 MWSMBtf bv cirClll.llilie
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ncaiioii was an inuepcrrucni onense, sepaniie distinct rrom tne pri-

mary printing and publishing of the libellous article within ihe State of
New York, without disregard of laws ot that Slate and frustrating the
plain purujise t such law, which that there should be but single
prosecution and conviction."

Decision unanimous, all Judges concurring.

I he indictments against The World were brought at the instigation
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in The World reflecting upon the methods of this Government in Its

arrangements tor buying oul the old PanatTII Canal CQDiptny.
Judge M. ufh, in tlie Circuit ( ojn f district, upheld a demur-

rer to the indictments a little less than a year ago on the ground that
any ground lor libel existed the action would lie properly within the
jurisdiction of the courts o( the State of New York,

In hK decision Judge Hough sUgggSttd thai the matter was one

of such prime Importance that the Supreme Court of the United Sta:es
should pass upon it. In the 'ace of the Mijfv,.- ill the ( lovernment was

inactive in the direction of takinc: an appeal.

GOVlUxNMI-N- TOOK ITS TIME.
The World insisted that the .ase should go to the highest tribunal

in the Ian1 in justice m the liberty of :!ie press and the right of free
speech. On 'lie last day allowed by law for appeal the Government,

through Ihe Mlomey-dcneral'- s .mice, formally appealed from Judge

Hough's decision and brought the case betore the Supreme Court of the

United Stales.

Pi Uuiccy Nic.'ll. who argued '.he case for The World before the

Circuit Court in this city, advanced his argument again before the Su-

preme Court last tali. Mi- - arguments were supplemented by those of

John l). Lindsay, his associate.

The case tor the Government was handled K George W. Wicker- -

rlded tueh an appointment win n..t he s, tiortiev-- ( u'lierdli In llv original proccedi u ci the Circuit Court
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The original prosecution In this Juris. , World ehargei were prlntad In tha
die. Ion had been prepared by Heme I.. I .rei eutlsl as tnps.fii ol tpet, air.
Stlniaon, at that time I'nlte.l Hlataa I Reoaevell i. li no action until after

Uriel AttuTiiey. Altuoua-- tarn ' ins eisction, wnen ne matructea see


