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Complete Noveljiach Week j
"Adventures ofa Real Man and a Real Girl

in a Real Country91 MAIDS OF The adventures of an exiled American,
thrown on his own resources in war-tim- e

By Charles A Id en Seltzer France; and the roles two wonderful women

PARADISE Slaved in his life drama. This is one of
Author of "The Two-Gu- n Mmn." Ete. W. Chambers's best stories; each in-

stalment is filled with action and will hold
tCoarrtfht. MU. w Otulaf PaMtsslag 0.) By Robert W. Chamber the reader's breathless interest.

"You are like a lot of other people molat red patch on hla shirt on the
in thla country," he added. "Because right aide )ust below the ahoulder
1 put Htenra away they think 1 am blade, and It aeemed that a band of Begins Next Monday Ia professional gunman. But I want steel hud been suddenly pressed down at fQ BVetllll WONtiyou" he placed a slgntdcant em-

phasis
over her forehead. Something had

on the word "to understand happened to Doubier!
that there wasn't sny other way to The world reeled, objects around
deal with Blanca. By coming back her danced fantastic-ally- , the trees In
here after selling me that stolen Htsr the grove near her seemed tn dip
stock and refusing tn admit the deed tows i d her in derision, her knees
lu the presence of other peopleeven sagged and abe held tightly to the pace, cavorting and lunging up the to get the doctor mighty sudden, weakness gripping her. "Hello!" he said cordially. "Yon
denying it and accusing me he corner of the cabin (Or support in rises and pulling hard on the reins whether you think I ought to or not!" "One month irom ran the are back. I see. And tired," he
forced me to take the atep I did with her weakness. on the levels, showing a desire to "You won't!" she declared, stamp-

ing
words--"- ! promise to pay to Dakota added, noting her position. Ha

him. Even then, 1 gave him his She aaw it all In a flash. Dakota run. She held It In. though, realising a foot furiously. "You shot him the sum of slg thousand dollars In walked over and laid a hand on bar
chance. That he didn't take It isn't had been to visit Doubier and bail that during the forty mile ride the and now you want to disarm sus-

picion
consideration of his rights and Inter-ea- t forehead and she Involuntarily

my fault. shot htm. She had beard the ehot. astmnl would hove plenty of oppor-
tunity

by going after the doctor for In the Star brand, provided that shrank from hla touch, shuddering,
"I suppose t look pretty black to Duncan had been right, and Dakota-h- ow to prove Its mettle. him. But you won't! I won't let within one month from date he per-

suades
for the hand which he bad placed

you, because I treated you like 1 did. sho despised him now! was She reached and passed the quick
aand

you ! " Ben Doubier to leave Union on her tore head waa tne light one
But It was partly your fault, too. fernbably even now picturing In hts crossing (mm which she hsrt "You'll have to." he suld rapid! v. County." Signed: the hand with which he had signed
Maybe that's mysterious to you, but Imagination tho scene of her discov-

ering
been pulled by Dakota, the pony run-
ning

"The doctor lan t at I.azette; he ia "David Dowd tangford" the agreement with Dakota
It will have to stay a mystery. I had the neater lying on hla own with the euro regularity o( a over on Cartas Creek. Inking care of There tt was conclusive, damning'' Doubters death warrant.
an Idea In my head that night and threshold, murdered. An anger against

did machine, and waa on a level which Duve Morelnnd'a wife, who la down evidence of her fether's guilt and of "Don't please," ahe aald.
something else. I've (ound something him, which arose at the thought,

control of led Into some hills directly ahead, bad. I aaw Dave yesterday, and he Dakota'a! "Cross too?" he said Jocularly.
out since that makes me (eel a lot much to help her regain when the pony etumbted. was telling me about her; that the How cleverly that laat clause cov-

ered
"Just tired." ahe lied listlessly and

sorry. If I had known what I know herself.
be brave now, for there She tried to jerk it erect with the doctor la to stay there until ahe le out the evil Intent of the document I with an air of great indifference.

now, that wouldn't have hannened to She must
still b life In Doubler'a body, reins, but In spite of the effort ahe of danger. You don't know where Hhella read It again and again with He looked critically at her tor aa

you I've got my eyes open now." might
she went slowly toward htm, felt It sink under her, and with u Moreland'o place la. Be sensible, her dry eyes. Her horror and grief Instant, then smiled again and

Their ponies were very dose to-

gether,
cringing
and

and shrinking along the watt sensation of dismay clutohlog ut her now." he said gruffly. i ll talk to were too groat fur tears She (elt dragged a chair over near a window
and leaning over suddenly he of tha cabin. heart she slid out of in saddle, you later about you suspecting me." that the discovery of the paper re-

moved
and looked out, apparently little con-
cernedplaced both hands on her shoulders She touched htm first, lightly, with A swift examination showed her "You shan't go," she protested ; "I the test lingering doubt, and over her manner. But aba

and gsxed Into her eyes, his own flash-lu- g (he tips of her angers, calling softly that the pony's right fore-le- g was am going rnyself. I will find More-land- 's though ahe bed been partially pre-
pared noted that he glanced furtively at

with a strange light. She did not to him in a quavering voice. Becom-
ing

deep In tha sand of the trail, and she place. I can't let you go it for proof, she had not been her eeveral ttmee, and that he seemed
try to escape his hands, for she (elt more bold, ahe took hold of him surmised Instantly that It had atepped would be horrible!" prepared to have It thrust so quickly greatly satisfied over something, ahe

luBBHJr sVr aH SaRaa 'WHkuHr 7 III that hla sincerity warranted the ac-

tion.
by the left ehoutder and shook him Into a prairie dog hole. When ahe Kor answer hs swung quickly down and convincingly before her. wondered If he had seen Dakota; II

seemed to went to It and raised Ita head It from the saddle, seined her by the How she eat theWTB slightly, and her heart long on dooratep h knew that the latter bad alreadyHf HHsNLesCritsI slwsLV ahsw9awrl IIIHBVV Js ' Hfl aB SBVIII "I've treated you mean, Hhella, he leap within her when a taint moan looked appeallngly at her, and she waist, disengaged her hands from the ahe did not know, or care, for at a attempted to carry out the agree meatH BJl jH Km ill said; "about as mean as a man could hla lips. Her (ear fled In-

stant!
stifled a groan of sympathy and be-
gun

bridle rein, unrt picking her up bodily stroke she had loat all interest In to "persuade Doubier to ' leave lbs
tteat a woman. I am sorry. I want aa ahe realised that he was looking about for aome niruns to carried her, struggling and fighting everything In the country. Even Its oousjty,"
you to believe that. And maybe some aiivb. that she had not to deel with extricate It. and striking blindly st his face, to people Interested her only to tha "Blue far?" ho questioned, turning
day when this business Is over you'll a dead man. Nhe found this no easy task, for the the side of the trail. When he set her point of loathing they were mur-

derers, and facing her, hla voice casual. '

understand and forgive me." Stilling a quivering sob she took pony's leg was deep In the aand. and down ho pinned her arms to her aldee. even her father. Time repre-aente- d "Not far."
"This business?" Sheila drew back hold of him again, tugging and pulling when ehe finally dug a spare around He did not speak, and ehe was en-

tirely
to her nothing now except a 'The

very
river trail?"hltn over so It with branoh of helpless In his hut when dreary which, If abe endured,and looked at him wondertngly. "What at him, trying to turn a tree which alio grasp, apace Sheila

do you mean?" thai sho might see his face. She procured from a nearby ,;ne, the he released bin grasp of her arms would bring the moment In which Interest flash
nodded,

into
and
hla

saw

There wns no mirth In his laugh as observed that the red patch on his animal struggled out, only) to limp and tried to leuvu her she selted thn ahe could leave. Kor within the last "Which way .'" he asked
eyes.

quickly.
he dropped his handn to his sides. Her shoulder grew larger with the effort, badly. The leg, Hhella decided after collar of his est With a grim laugh few mmutea alio seemed to have been anauown, returned, see as
question hart brought about a return and her face grew paler with appre-

hension,
a quick examination, was not broken, he slipped nut of tlm garment, leav-

ing
robbed of all the things which had tied, for she bad -- Iddeo "down.' a

of that mocking reserve which she but convinced that she must but badly apralned, and she knew It dangling from her hand. made existence here endurable and though she had also ridden the
could not penetrate. Apparently he persist she shut her eyes and tugKert enough about horses to be certain "Keep It for me, ma'am." he anld ahe waa determined to end It all. river she preferred to let him guess

up
a

would let her no farther Into the desperately at hltn, finally succeeding that the injured pony would never with a cold chtnkle. "But get buck When ahe finally got up and looked little, ror sue resented the curiosity as
mystery whose existence his words In pulling him over on his back. be able to carry her to teasel la, to Doubler'a cabin und see what you about her aim saw that the aun had his voice and was determined to
had betrayed. He had allowed her Ho moaned again, though his face She would be forced to go. to the can do for him. You'll he able to do traveled quite a distance down the broach the subject which ahe bad tn
to get a glimpse of his inner self; had was ashen and lifeless, and with hope Double It now, there whs nothing else a tot. I ll be back with the doctor sky. A sorrowful smile reached her .uind In her own time and after tawface as ahe watched It. It
shown her that he was not the des-

picable
ftillnK her heart ahe redoubled her that sho could do. Standing beside before sundown." waa going manner that suited her bast

creature she had thought him; efforts and finally succeeded In drag-

ging
the pony, debating whether ahe had In an Instant he was at his pony's away, and before It could complete Ho had not been Interested In baranother circle ahe too-b- ack

had apparently been about to take him Inside the cabin, out o( the not better walk than try to ride him. aide, mounting with the animal at a would go (or a long time, bad not appeared toto the Kaat from which ahe had
her Into his confidence. And she had where he lay Inert, with wide even to the Double K. she beard a clat-

ter
run, and In a brief space hud van-
ished

care where ahe apent hor time). Whywhere there leaatarxoreis or rnrctcniNii cunm yours. And if you do not already felt a growing sympathy for him and at retched arms, a gruesome figure to of hoofs and turned to see Dakota around a turu in tho trail, come,
friends who could

were
be

at aome ahould be betray interest now? Shs)
lAMfuftl tli railroad - u .nl know it, I want to tell you that hail been prepared to meet him half the girl. riding the trail toward her. He was leaving a cloud of dust to mark the to commit atrocious

depended
crimes.

upon saw mysterious smite on his flfeSS)ItSti their dif-

ferences,
travelling In the direction ahe had been spot whero Hhella had seen him dis-

appear.
no and knew before he that atesettle IUuvid pokentkt nnrh. the "I" 'it

rUBrai
H (Hi ta Langford Is not my father; way In an effort to Panting and exhausted, some stray No plan of action formed In herl atorm, the taktM u: for tha the travelling when the accident hud hap-

pened,
apparent Interest In her was netthat theg- my real father dlod a long time ago, but- she saw oppor-

tunity
aweeplng her templea,hair Kind: ahe couldl in tXa rahiu a stran and , man hidden under wisps of and .apparently had left the For iv long time Sheila atood be-

alde
not think lucidly genuine that he waa merely oyrtnomand Langford Is only my stepfather." was gone was of It threatening to come tum-

bling
with the knowledge that her father

Uua ttf tier NMBt nut.i An itinerant A auUdeti moisture was in her eyes the cloak of tr.ystery which had been rest
around her shoulders, ens trail somewhere back tn the dlatumr, the trull, looking at the apot convicted of "Then you haven't heard lbs

new m atou in: dth at iuiii and alio did not see Dakota start, did about him from the 1eglnning of their down
o( the door Jamba, or ahe would have aeon him. Perhaps, where he had disappeared, holding waa complicity In an newa?" be said softly. Hs waa lee-In- g

rtA fim-a- mh la mam him leaned against one attempted murdor.j on
I In faf killinar the- leiman. Nrtt iImv aha not observe the queer pallor that acquaintance. She ought to have ahe apeculated, with, a flash of dull his vest with an unconscious grasp. Would out o tha window aaw aad aharapidly. ahe be able face herto tlif 1mi-- tM ranch tells thinking he had (otlowed Looking down she saw It and with to could not see hla face.tm and n tn spread over his face, (ailed to detect "This Doubier business. he an-

swered,
and her thoughts went anger, her near to

taja rrrvmray. imnrtn, i tit tin ii iikih help, ot course, an exclamation father again? To bid him goodby? She took tho andof threw It (rom np magastnothe odd light in his eyes. However, she and ahe nibbled Impatiently at unconcernedly away Doubler'a cabin, perhaps hail been rageee m.nil Qiiairtura who hrju. raiu m loff Dakota, riding she thought not. It would be better
i rtr insults iMir.r a mm w thrii heard his voice sharp In tone and her lips, knowing that he had meant to

She could not go near when she had dragged the wound-
ed

her, watching It fall Into the aand. turned several pages, pretending; to
Matnttnia MaVfford btKMafuaa ImuUrd filled with genuine astonishment else. on the liver trail. nester Into tt. But after an Instant she went over for both If ahe departed without blm read, but In reality waiting for MM
wltii a neuter " nafflarl Punttlar and something to htm (or aasletance, auch a course and took It lielng aware of her going. He would to continue. When bo made ao ahortLam rial lift $1,000 to kill tha Deafer. Dakota "Your stepfather?" He had spurred 'That's evasion," she said, looking considered --oho would Hla first word showed her that there up, recovering, at theami """T

B'"( hh. He and nntiia mm scar his pony beside hers and looking up shs straight at htm, hoping that he would was not to be
to to was ground (or this suspicion. He same time, a black leather pocket uot care, ahe told herself bitterly: to do so hor own curiosity gat thothan gotin and discuss ft rlfla alio I thaj bar rather let Doubier die memoranda which had slipped out lately he had withheld from her all batter of ber.face had drew beside herkiiw iliat bis suddenly grown relent nnd speak. could never have up and looked ut herhla murderer; shs of It. those little evldenrea of affection to "What newer abe"Do that?" with and of She put the memoranda barkstern and grim. you mean "Is It?" In his unwavering eyes action. a queer smile, ahe, awareot auch an

he demanded half angrily. "Why didn't glint of glim humor. endured the Irony his guilt, wondered at his composure. Into one of the pockets, handling both which aha had grown accustomed, without looking at him.
CHAPTER IX. you tell me that before? Why didn't "Well,

ahe saw
that's

a
the answer. I am not Besides, she was certain that,

would
even

find "You didn't stay long at louhlrr'a the book and the vest gingerly, (or and It would not be hard for him, "About Doubier," bo said. "Ha kt
(Continued.) you tell me when the night I mar-

ried
going to kill Doubier If It will do you were she to go to him, he

(or. having shack." he sutrt. "I was on a ridge, she felt an aversion to touching he would not miss her, perhapa would deed."
A you?" any good to know. I don't kilt my some excuse to re(use her.

would do back on the trail a ways, and 1 saw them. She conquered this feeling even be (lad of her absence, (or then Her surprise waa genuine, aad hayMeeting. "Would It have made any difference fiienda." ?.? ahot the nester. he certainly
help you hitting the breeze away from there long enough to tuck tho vest Into tha he cuuld continue hla murderous handa trembled aa the leaves of tha

.a IHY?" she questioned, de to you?" she saioV bitterly. loen It 'Then." she said eagerly, catching nothing toward bringing the
htm to aome rapid. I waa thinking to inter-

cept
sin ker behind the aaddle, and then sr hemes without fear of her "med-

dling" magaalno It uttered nnd closed. Hal
fiantly. make any difference now? You bava at the hope which he held out to her, which might possibly reotore you, but you want tearing by ahe mounted and aent her pony up with them. the neater died since she bad text Bet

"Well, (or on thine, treated me like a savage; you are "father didn't hire you to kill him? Mf8he with a so fast that I didn't get a chance. thn trail toward Doubler'a cabin. There was a fascination tn ths pa-
per cabin? A moment's thought con-

vincedthere' a certain fascl-natlo- treating uie like one now. I I You didn't talk to (other about that?" put nsldo the thought
that You're In an awtul hurry. What's Hhe found Doubier where aha bad on which waa written the signed her that thla conld not be tha

about a ptac haven't any trlends at all," she con-

tinued, Hts lips curled. "Why don't you shudder of horror, yet conocloua wrong?" left him, and be wan still uncon-
scious.

agreement. She read It carefully explanation, for assuredly she wc
where one hue been clime her voice breaking slightly, as ask vour father alHiaathnt ?" something must be done for Doubier

it "You ought to know that," ahe said, The water pall waa empty again, and then concealed It in her have seen any one who aad
I eaehlnrt In --expect that when we've she suddenly realized her entire help-

lessness
The hope died wlthWkar. Dakota's at once If he waa to live. Perhapa

bitterly because of his pretend-
ed

unrt she went down to the river and bodice, pinning It there so that It at Doubter's cabin: abe bad I

in auch a ulaca we like to come before the combined evUnasa Implied that her wns already too late to go for assist-
ance;

angry refilled It. returning to the cabin and would not become loat. Then ahe the surrounding country before"You murderer!"words and manner aerenlty.k and look at It Just to nee how of Duncan, her father, and the man father had tried to employ him to there aeemed to be but very
Hla (ace paled Instantly,

you
but hla again bathing and bandaging Doub-

ler'a
roae and went Into the cabin, placing after leaving the vicinity of tan

I haar we came to (oUig over the divide. who sat on his pony beside her. A sob make with the nester, but that he little life In hla body, and trembling
voire was clear and sharp. wound, und placing a (rash the memoranda on a ahelf where crossing and had seen no Bigs atI&ad there's another reason why I ez- - sl.ook her, and her hands went to her had refused.

way
She had not been wrong with anxiety ahe decided that she

"Murderer?" he said sternly. "Who cloth on hla forehead. Dakota would be aura to find It whan any one. Besides, Langford' a news
to aea you on the river trail (ace, covering her eyes Duncan had not been wrong In his must reader blm whatever aid she

haa been murdered?? For a time shn sat watching the he returned with the doctor. She aeemed to have abided with biasYou forgot to thank ma (or She there for a time shudder-
ing, suspicion that her father was plan-

ning
could. There waa not much that ahe "You don't know, of course," abe Injured man, revolving the Incident lid not care to read anything con-

tained long time -- it aeemed to her that ha
iron, out. and watching her closely, Dako-

ta's the death of the r.eatar. Dun-
can's

could do. to bo sure, but tt ahe could aad scornfully, her face flaming, her of her discovery of him In her mind, In It bad known it for hours. She ooata
deserved thank (or that, aha face grew slowly pale, and grim, only mistake was In Including do something she might keep btm eyea alight with loathing and going over unrt over again the grue-

some
Marvelling at her coolness, ahe went not tell why she felt this, bat ahaBut there were In hln voice hard lines came Into his Hps.

In the scheme. alive until other help would come. con-
tempt-' details, Hhe did not dwell long outside again and resumed her sect waa certain that be bad not receavadDakota

Wblclaya the mime subtle mockery "I know what Duncan's friendship She hod hoped against hope that She stood beside the door Jamb and "You ahot higi and then let on the latter, for she. ould not pre-
vent

on the doorstep it waa not auch a word recently within an hour or two)me ride on alone to And him ahothad marked his manner thnt amounts to," he said harshly. "But she inlght discover that Duncan ,had watched htm (or seme time, (or shs shot In the back! Oh!" her mind reviewing Dakota'a blow to her, after nil, and there arose at uny rate unleas be bad seen Da-
kota.tuna, and as before she ex- - isn't your stepfather your (rlendT altogether; that oho had dreaded the Idea of touching blm words and actions his satanlc clev-

erness
In her mind as she sat on the step abeen She shudderedyertaaosd a (eelln o( deep resent- - echoed his words wrong at thn recollection, In to bo ths wonder as to how her father would"My friend?" She done her father an Injury In believ-

ing
again, but after a while her courage

held her hands her pretending on Thla aeemed to be the secret of htet. Why could he not hive with hopeless Intonation that closed of deliberately plan-
ning

returned, and sho again went to him, over eyes for an verge of tsklng her Into his confi-
dence,

act were shn to confront him with knowledge, und the more she oda- -
WD some evidence o( remorse fir Dakota's teeth like a vise. "I don't him capable

She looked again at kneeling down beside him, laying her Instant to keep from looking at tho hla prediction that she would evidence of hla guilt. Perhapa ahe sldered the latter s excitementTime herT She believed she a murder. expression of amazement tn his eyaa, whnn thla would not ahow him the 5aagainst know what has come over him," mistaking his head on his breast and listening. understand "business" paper, but Ing her meeting with him on
Had he done so now she might continued, looking up at Dakota, her Dakota. There was no

(or there Hla heart waa beating. falnUy, but and while ahe atood thua ahe beard was over. She did not need to watt, ahn finally became convinced that ahe trail, the more fully she becamehare round It In her heart to go a eyes Oiled with wonder (or tho eym-puth- y earnestness, she thought,
deceit knavery still It waa beating, and ahe roes from a movement, and withdrew her she understood now! muat talk to htm. muat leant from vi need that Langford had talked to)evidence) of or hands from herMl distance toward (orglvlng him. which she saw in his face and was no

him, determined. eyes to see him Finding the alienee In thn cabin him in some manner hla connection turn. The latter'a anxiety to relievothere was only mockery tn his hs in his face, nor In the eyes that were standing beside her, ao cloae that his with the attempted murder of Doub-
ier.

voice; "he has changed since came her. She found a sheath knife In one of Irksome, shn rom, placed Doubter's her of the task of riding to Is aortaand words and her resentment he Is selfish and heart-lass.- " steadily watching with this ahe cut the body touched hers, hla eyes ahlasn Then, after receiving from himso andhere;out her (ace and his pocketa, head In a more comfortable position, fur the doctor had been apurioua; hatoher handst him grew. Mingling with It. She put from the wound, dlacover-In- g, with curiosity sod Interest nnd re-
pressed

aome algn which would convince her,convinced ahlrt away and went outside Into the bright sun-
shine

had merely wanted to be the first laver. was the bitterness which Hurting shivered, now thoroughly of cloth anxiety. She cringed and ahn would take her belongings and"What's he been doing? when ahe drew the pieces of the afternoon. She took a carry the news of Doubter's death tosettled over her within the your' She did not detect the anger of her father's guilt: feeling a sud-
den away, that there was a large, round cried with pain as he aelsed bar arm turn around the corral, abstractedly depart for the Rast, leaving him to lang(ord, and ofter leaving her bo(ew days. It (ound expression It repugnance for him, for every-
body

to and twisted her forcibly around so his own devices.In his voice, for he had kept so hole In hla breast She came near watched the awkward antics of had undoubtedly token a roundaboutfear voice when she answered him: low that she scarcely heard tha worda and everything In the country, awoonlng when ahe thought of the that she faced blm. which
sev-

eral Looking up at the sun, sho saw that trail (or the Double R. Possibly by"This country Is full of of sav- -
. "Hurting me? No; he has not done excepting Doubier. red patch on hla back, for that aeemed "Stop thla fooling anil tell me what yearlings were penned In a It still had quite a distance to travel thie time he had settled with Lang-

ford!" Don't know?" She had done all ahe could, how-
ever, that the bullet had gono has happened!" he said, with ahort, corner, and then returned In the cabin before It reached the mountains,anything to me. you to prove and was on his way out of tha"Indians, you mean. I reckon? she said scornfully, certain that he to prevent them killing Doubier clear through him. It hud missed a Incisive accents. "Who did you find door, where she sat on the edge of stealing Into thn cabin, ahe once country.rail, no, there ant none around here her again (or how all she could do except to warn vital apot, though, sho thought, for It ahot? Who has been murdered?" the step. more fixed the bandages on therreptmg over near fort Union, was mocking

interest be genuine when Dntihler nf his danger, and ahe would aeemed to bo rather high on the Oh, It whs admirable acting, she Near thn aide of thn cabin door, wounded man. Then abe went out. Dead?" shs said, turning to Lang-
ford.the reservation." Ha could his him Immediately. Without leaning against the wall, ahe aaw a "Who" In hor moras.drawled the to murder go to ahoulder. told herself as she tore herself away mounted her pony, and rode through

fully and regarded her he was a party to plot at Dakota she turned, rifle. Hhe btarted, not remembering tury excitement sho had cams varywith a not looking again water from a pall from him and stood back u little, her the shallow water of the crossing to-
wardDoubier? Yet perhapa maybe She got some near to usklng him who had broughtfld smile. Determined dry-eye- d and pale, urging her pony

inside the door, and eyea fluahlng with scorn and horror. to have seen It there before, but pres-
ently the Double R ranch.Duncan had been lying. that atood Just him the newa. She hesitated, for ahamean white savages!" she de- - up the trail toward the nester'a cabin, oloth which "Tou don't know, of course," ahe she found courage to take It up

to got to ths bottom of tho affair as silent In hla with this and some white aaw a glint of aurprtea and auaplcteaapiieiuuy. leaving Dakota sitting flared. gingerly, turning it over and over Inof her skirts ahe "You ahot him-sb- ot him InSheila continued ahe tore from one in hlamil broader, quickly as possible, her CHAPTER XL eyea.grew and then aaddle, watching her. the hends.and back and lentthe wound me on to And him.faded and ha rapidly, hor scorn giving way to bathed and bandaged My dear girl, did I any that harly ridinggat the troll, HomeShe Initialsqulat, study, lingered on had been carved theforehead. She You gloried In the oncloth on hla thought .( me Off Monk.her face. eagerness. "Don't you know?" And when she to a laid a wet Langford Lays the hud been 'killed?'"cameslowly, halting stock, and she examined them, makingof the water down finding hltn dead. But he Isn'ttried to force eome dead, Hisplea. amlle was without humor. Hvt-dent- lyhe silence grew painfull she moved this time her voice was almost a spot which offered a particularly he could not swallow, thank God, and will live. If J them out finally as "H D " Doubter's. HB sun wus still an hourbutfor. hla throat can get ho had expected that shs badaslly under his direct and "What did father visit you of the country surroundingrase good view Kxamlning theclosed and doctor, weapon, she (ound an above the horizon whena toeyeathere with accuse you!" Hhe point-
ed

been aboutsh of color swept Into her cheeks. Wasn't It about Doubier? Didn't ho her, for In spite o( her lonesomenoss lying shell to usk who had killed thaIn theemptydrawing hla breath In ahort, painful a finger at him, but hu Ignored chamber, and she Hheila rode up lo the corral neater.'sn ne spoge quietly. hire to to kill htm?" she could not help appreciating theyou it and took a step toward her, his nearly dropped the rifle when tne gains. While removing the He looked at herTou been seelne- - white aavaMnf" She saw his lips tighten strangely, beauty of the land, wttb Its towering gaapa.
cold and thought struck her that perhaps saddle and bridle from her

eteadUy. an
with htm eyeaworked boring Into here. erunt smilehad playing about theTest" venomously. hts face pale, his eyes (lash with ita blue sky. Its vast, After she oormountains, Doubier hudgrow ehe "Who?" ho demanded been shot with It. She pony ehe noted with satisfaction that of"Who?" his mouth.hour or more "I thatWot around here?" The hateful some mysterious emotion, and aha yawning distances, and tho peaceful-nes- s for a quarter of an sat It down and am aware you

"Ben Doubier. quickly, shuddering, the horso which her father had bnenahe had done Oh!" ehe In have been ofcried, sincethat auaplc'oua me ever.taockery of that that hs to be everywhere stood up. convincedseemeddrawl I knew In an was which for diversion walked lo herof pony, accustomed to tide was Inside thethe an excess ami heard that I hadhtm and that ruge horror, "to you a quarrel with"I am talking to one," she said, her guilty guilty as her (ather! except In her heart. all ahe oould (or think that I should the Injured leg and rubbing rorrul. Therefore her father wusdoctor. havo to tell Doubter. But, thank Ood. dear,you!"IfM biasing with Impotent and the scorn came She presently reached the Two next move would be to get a the myanrer. "Oh!" she said, But If he It, pony nickering gratefully. somewhere about.that It heard her last words he I have not that crime to answer for.thought you was meaning me," Into her voice again. "Than It la Forks and urged her pony through She had heard Duncan say
and paid no attention to them, for he wns to the i tMn. she ant for a long Hanging the saddle and bridle from Doubier. however, has been killedltd, without resentment. "T reckon true. You and my (ather have con-

spired
the ahallow water of ita crossing, rid-
ing

waa fl(ty miles to Dry Bottom, suddenly ut hts time on the step, but she did not again a rail of the corral fence she went murdered."got It coming to me. But at tha to murder an Inoffensive old up the alight Intervening slope she knew that It was at toast forty
the otnehee tighter.

pony's side,
She

buckling
watched take up the rifle Heveral times while Into the house, to find that Longford Hhella repressed a dealre to abud-de- r.time that Isn't exsrtlv the wnv man! You you cowarda!" and upon a atretrh of plain bealde a to Lnette. She had never heard any-

one him, fuactnatcd at the she aut on the step she heard Doublr wan not there Duncan's sister curtly and turned from Langfordto Ilk to your" He hesitated He winced, as though ho had re-

ceived
timber grove. A little later ahe camo mention that there was a doctor o( his

repressed moan, ami once she got up and went Informed her that she h id seen him that he would not be able to see the
bo

energy movements, and be-
came

I and smiled oddly, apparently aware an unexpected blow in the to the corral gates, where sho dis-

mounted
nearer, and so of course she would

so interested that she to him, again bathing his wound, but a few minutes before down lit the disgust thut hud come into her eyesthat he had made a mistake In refer face, but almost Immediately he and hitched her pony to a have to go to lsette ten miles when he suddenly looked at
sturted

her. returning Inituntly lo the door , stat les. Shell, went Into the SfSsBi over the discovery that In addition toring to his crime against her. He smiled a hard, cold, sneering smile rail, smiling to herself as she thought would make a great difference. "He Isn't dead, then,"
up for ahe could not bear the alienee of which wua u lean to udrtitlnn to the being a murderer her father was thathe suld

'
hastened to repair It "Tour rescuer," which chilled hec. of how surprised Doubier would be Sho 'night ride to the Double It rapidly, sharply, tho words oomtng the Interior. nint h house, and seuting herself at most despicable of all living thingsinps,nta1 "Who has been telling you this?" to see hor. ranch house, and ahe thought of go-

ing with short, metallic "You Huddenly remembering Dakotu's vest her father's desk picked up a six u hypocrite! It required oil of herHowever, she saw through the arrl. The question came slowly, without Then sho left the corral gate and there, but it was at least ten ware going to lazette
snaps.
for a doctor. and the black leuther memoranda months' old copy of u msgazlna and compoauie to be able to look at blmas, and the bitterness In her votes the allghest trace of excitement. stole softly around a comer of the miles off the Lazette trail, and even I'm glad I happened along glad I which had dropped from one of the tried to read. again.raw mors pronoanesd. "it la need-lag- s "Duncan told me." cabin, determined to steal upon though at the Double It she might aaw you." pocketa, she got up aa-ai-n and went to Fin. Hug thut she could not concen-

trate
"Who killed him?" ahe aakedfor you to remind ma of our re-

lationship."
"Duncan?" There was much con-

tempt
Doubier unawares. Once at the cor-
ner

get a cowboy to make the ride to "I'll bo able to make better time the bench wdiere she had laid tha gur-men- t, he. thoughts, ahe dropped the evenly.
aha said; "I am not likely In his voice. "Not your father?" she halted and peered around. Iaatte. abe would be loalng much than you. taking out the book and regard-

ing
magazine Into her lap and leaned "Dakota, my dear."to forget." She shook hor bead negatively, She saw Doubier lying In the open valuable time She drew a deep "Where are It with some curiosity. back with a sigh, from where sha "Dakota!" Hhe pronounced the--Have you told your father yet?" wondering at his 00Id composure. No doorway, his body twl-te- d Into a pe-

culiarly breath over the contemplation of the you going?" she de-
manded, There was nothing on the cover to sat she had a good view of the name ubatracledly, (or she was Bur-pris-

Til nls voice was tha aulet scorn wonder her father had selected him! odd position, face down, hla long ride at best it would take her words, though
scarcely having

that
heard hla

suifKcst what might be the nature of stables, and fifteen minutes later, at the admission.
sod the peculiar, repressed venom He laughed mirthlessly. "So that's arms outstretched, his legs doubled four hours but she did not hesitate to leave.

uwarn
She took

he was pre-
paring for-
ward

t contents tlml hart worn away while she still watched, she aaw lang-
ford

"How do you know tbst Dakotawhich she had detected when ho had the reason Doubter was so friendly under him. long and with a last glance at Doub-
ter

and sei.ed his pony's
a step

bridle any Printing thai might have- been on come out of one of the stable killed him?" she aald, looking straight
referred to her (athor during that to his rifle this morning?" be said, as she was out of the door and walk-

ing
rein, her eyes blazing with wrutli it Hhe hesitated, debating the pro-prlet- y doors and wulk toward tho house. at blm. He changed color, though

Other occasion at the crossing. Tt though her words had explained a CHAPTER X. to the corral, where ahe un-

hitched
over the thought that he should at-
tempt

of a i. examination, but hvr She felt absolutely no emotion what-
ever

his munnrr was still smooth and hts
mystified bar, and yet within tha mystery which had boon pusallog her pony, mounted, and sent to deceive her with bald curiosity got thn better ' of her and over his coming: there was only amlle blund.
past few days she had fait this scorn hint. "Doubter and mo have been The Shot tn the Bock. the animal over the level toward the ruee.

ao a with a sharp glance ut Doubier ahe a mild curiosity In her mind as to the "Duncan was fortunate enough to
herself and knew that It was not ra- - friends for a long time. But this crossing ut a sharp gallop. turned he' buck nnd opened the book. maimer In which he would take the o In the vicinity when the deed was

L ble. IOR an Instant after discover "Kor the doctor," he suld shortly. Almost the first that news ot her Intended departure from commit ted," be toldmarks I'ndoubtedly ha, having morning white I was talking to him Once over the crossing and on tho object caught ber. "And he
I hsd much experience with men, had he kept bis rifle beside him nit the ing Doubier lying In the river trail where the riding waa bet-

ter,
"This Is no time for melodraiiiatlrn, her gale was a piece of paper, tho Double K. She observml, with aaw Da I...! a shoot hire fn the back.

I boon able to see through Langford'a time. He must have beard from doorway, Sheila atood mo-

tionless
ahe held the pony to an even,

ma'am, If Doubier Is burtly hurt. Will from the leuvee, with some u sort of detached Interest, that he With his own rifle too."
f mask and knew him for what hs was. some one that I was gunning for at ths of the steady One mile, two miles,

you please let go of that bridle?" Writing on It. The writing seemed lookeil twice at he' saddle und bridle There waa a quality in hte votoe
L Par the first time In her Ufa oho htm." corner

five or
pace.
stx ahe rode with her hair

"Do you think," ahe demanded, her unlmiMirtatit, but us she turned It, us ho pussert them, and ao of course ..huh hinted at satisfaction; a pe- -
a sensation of embarrassed "Then you haven't bean htrad to cabin, looking down won-

dertngly In the breese, her cheeks
cheeks aflame, her hair, loosened Intending to replace It between the he surmised that she hi d come In ullar euiphaals on the word "for-

tunate"VflUt over hearing her name linked kill him?" at him. She thought at first flying pale, (rom the long ride, atraggllng over leaves of the book, she saw her from her ride. For a moment she loat which caused Sheila to won-
derwith Longford's, and she looked ly Ho smiled at bar eagerness, but that ha was merely resting, hut his

except
centre of

for
each
a bright

which
red

betrayed
spot In

the
the her templea and giving her a singu-

larly
father's name, und she read, holding sight of him behind some buildings, why he should consider It fat--

at Dakota.' spoke gravely and with dishevelled appearance, "that 1 her breath with dreud, for fresh In and then he opened the dour ut the lunate that Duncan had seen tagan earnest body was doubted up so oddly that eieltemant under which ahe was la-
boring.

a am going to let you go (or the doc
tor?

her mind was Duncan's charge that office and entered."I have not told him." oho said. "I ness which aba could not help but murder done. Mthen It would bavgrave ejouDt roae in nor mind. A There resoluteaI
waa gleam You!" her (ather had entered Into an agree-

ment
He stopped on the threshold for an been much better for thewon't toll him. I told yon that be-

fore
teal "Mian Shalte." he said, "there Umr clutched at her

T e)o not ears to undergo tha isn't money onaaajb la ton counties ah
vttgtt

atontf rlarlil hasp avai vlrta
heart,

mm
and
mmm

in uvr eyea. maifii, nira mam roue 'Thla lan't a case where your (eel-ing- J with Dakota for the murder of Instant and looked at her. svldetuly Dakota'a aad her father's
humiliation or hearing jwmm - -- w - w - lightly, helping her pony as much as ahould be considered, ma'am," Doubier. Hhe read the worde several expecting her to offer her usual there had been no witness to tt ah lmy looked for some sign that would eon- - possible. However, the animal was he said. "If Bon Doubier haa been times, standing beside the bench and greeting. He frowned slightly whenas in tUa Uga asjrlaa tWu ajatot MUm. WmWdrnmSm '. a4 M not aaam to tat. ta hurt Uka yew tbjafe be baa I'm going waytng back and forth, a auddan It did not coats, nod then emlted, jpfo'e

1 r - -


