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THE TRAIL TO

"*Adventures of a Real Man and a Real Girl
in a Real Country”

By Charles Alden Seltzer i
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MAIDS OF
PARADISE
By Robert W. Chambers

° ST T T T )

The adventures of an exiled American,
thrown on his own resources in war-time
France; and the roles two wonderful woitien

layed in his life drama. This is one of
obert W. Chambers’'s best stories; each
instalment is filled with action and will
hold the reader's breathless interest.

COMPLETE NOVEL EACH WEEK

Author of “The Two-Gun Man.” Ete.
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beged that, tou; she could almost foel “This means"—he polnted to Lang- lived in Al any before he went Wedt. he  couid not  consl ford's
PFRECEDING CHAPTERA. anybody! But nobody came, and the his fingers, and the words he had ford-—"that we're going (0 have a His father, Willlam Keegles, was In feelings,  And i ':.:;::r,.ria.:l:“ he

P ol esd silenice around the cabin 80 Op- uttered then wero fresh in her mom- Httle lnll-—nbuu-t things." the hardware business with o man had aone he was st determined
'* o het father's p ive that obe I’elt.lllh. ardst ory: Hhvllnlrum-. 1 don't care '_!-' heur named Langford- David Dowil Lang. secure revenge ! -

Double B." Om the rean “I've treated you mean, Shofla- &ny talk; I am not intereated, ford. You wee, [ couldn’t ho mis. e day Langtord came to K
by slorm, sbe tukes refupe for the CTORM. About aN mean as o man could troat Youw'll be interested in MY talk” taken in the name of the man-itvs gles with a proposel.  He hud n-“'
- range and gloomy man When darkness succesded dusk n woman. 1 am sorry. | want you sald Dakota, such an uncommon one' Kecgles kil one man, and m-“:v ted
lls Mimosll Dakots and wha shows smotion 8he lighted the keroseen lamp, placed to belteva that, And maybe some Itntmuul.ly. hr seemed lull.ao Invested e smiled significantly at Shella, o Wire bim o kil l"“"'hrr “a:““
Minlien of bov fsther's 'm“:‘ :.m o bar over the window, sccured the :"E‘"ﬂ:":"?":m;d ".u,:l‘,"?::‘i:,a, :,:.'-': :::-‘ n‘:m'-\:- ':il:’o“m:-m:;ntn 'h':"lm':r‘;)«h: .-.:‘.':- 'R.J".'.i:.."::'#:l.':.'i.'", l:':.l.;u:n‘l:r: ':;:I :liinl-"mtu !r'““m' o i Agroud, B
" A e, A} g i " (] WM i ] {
s S 5 3 8 the tahie, dosrtined t0 Wie 4 Theey Loy Vot Spoier’ e e {0 Mg, o o 1o, he Nt Bk of o rormihe B e s 88 i Rangrent
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the Langlord mach -:‘::h‘: : short nap, » & o bl K :::?-!lr;:prln?:?t:nd. t.huu:h :‘ha could m:;.:;’ h:ﬂ: m:u . hhud bg‘.'l:‘ f';'“" u"‘?:n:. tl'::”gml Keegles got sick anid l'l:*l'l.|I I-'-uh::- r'c‘»l'"tl .;’r;-l"':-:ul-:lnlu'::;crl‘ln ’“1
« Dusen, the mnch mss- |t seemed that she had scarcely BUL YU e are Gute forust ML St ity T e ot the luok me into hia confidence. He Wim, his eyes buiging, his face ivid,
has quarrslied with Tabots, fale Is gropped off to sleep—though in real 2:&% ;‘:::"u}sr: W aeemed to Toom. the recklessness whioh had :‘.‘IS’”:'f:.‘?u“”“r".}’nf"' ':" ;ﬂth_t:m | e Vaice utd, in & choking, wall
— & . " . : w ve from the Ink volee, “yye Tench
o S B ity she had been unconsclous for indicats that ho had not told her that :;:f:“'t"' 1::""“:'\!:“l{"::'lr:‘::""'l‘;'“";l';‘;:_:rl' Inw, Rcoused of muriering his tather. Klont  You you o "\r\?m*-”' “':;
w"'-"w Dedbier WOM® than (wo Bours—whea ahe {‘l'fr tl-.{:l';nurr;:m-’;r .m.l!:l:‘r:‘n““ to jus- sesmed to have been  replaced l'; :ttr :ﬁ",“.t, ||‘hl"ll(;;“llnrrz m.h.-.:-. hl'I.ll :...-:l:uo-ul nnd passed 8 hand uneer-
B o Bk e arors e i use wavabg B vttty hatover the mystory SoTCTRIN obe determination. | " i, 1P ! thinkink e was wBE L Gy (R U Shend, | looking
by “ A ' R the drooping mustac - Gl 0 HERE with
e , & 1o bullet Wit & WAR, lrmpatlnt'lc :m‘i!lt 'f‘h:: that .umundul. him, hl:jl' :nl.bl:r :::.: Shelln saw the lines of hix 1ips; they Pakota wmiled  enigmatically at oy N Kiased
eharged wilh the shost- wus the light of reason in his eyes uncan were LOI‘IK‘O!‘I‘I;‘ n .‘ Xt had always seemed hard to hor, and Shelln and coldly st the now shrink- You you are o lar!” he stiddenty
possa sgrrounds Da: and her heart gave an ecstatic leap. ol g :pum;l 1 Il;l. u?' l.;’rlnk now thers wers little curves at the D& nan seated in the chair bustde screamoed, his volos reised (o & me-
he pome oo guard there, “Could you give me a drink of fRat she was arra n; . [,::, them, COTers which hinted ut amusement.— the firepiace. nlacal piteh. It Ilsn't so!  You-
wounded Doubler,  water, ma’am?" he said, in the voloe that she was arrayed Agalnat (B6Mm. grim amusement. Hin eyes, too, were - One day Keaokles wont into his fath. borh of you-—have conspired againet
' i : i that she knew well, S e A Rna wroneed mer, SURNIL the Thovimity e, Sparien gy o o L ot ia- o TIWaI Dak foot
. e B s ", ¢ . " rom thom. wil Laanglord, was there, taiking to L] nkota gol to his

_ | 4 cn”rm XIv. R’ eonl.p l:.ry- lm.'ngnn:l 't?:c: He, at least, had N“l In-nu :‘l’r:- They were atendy and unwavering, hin father. They'd bad hard words, Wolked to o shelf and ook down .'
‘ Doubler Talks HOT08 I, Ad WaS abot to \itasten cetnied In the plot 1o murder imecon 8 before, and though they still baf. Keekle's father had discoversd that amall wlass, o palr of shears, a shavs
& u § 1he SE o b & e When she reache -~ fled hor, she wis certuin that she saw LARKTORd had appropriated a large IO CUD and a rasor. :

to procure fresh water, when Doub-
ler's volce arrcoted her,

“There's some water there—I can
hear it splashin'. It'll do well snough
Just now, 1 don't want much. You
can get some fresh after a while, |
want to talk to you",
ovee 5 i, Handing ‘bods e ™

y ng I him.

“What is it1" she asked.

“"How long have you boeen hera? |
knowed you was here all the time—I
kept seein' you, but somehow things
was a little mixed. But [ know that
you've been here quite & while. How
long ‘

“This In the second night.”

“You found me layin' there—In the
door. 1 dropped there, not bela' able
to go any further. I felt you touchin'
me—draggin’ me. There was someone
else here, Loo. Who wans it 7"

"The doctor and Dakota,"

“Where's Dakota now?"

“At his cabin, 1 suppose. He didn't
stay here long—he left right after he
Lrought (he doctor, I imagine you
know why he didn't stay. He waa
afrald that you would recognize him

accuse him."

“Accuss him of what, ma'am 7"

“Of shooting you."

FTER the departure of the
doctor Shella entered the
cabin and closed the door,
fastening the bars and
a drawing a chair over near
the table. Doubler ssemed to be rest-
easier, though there was a flush
Bis cheeka that told of the pres-
of fever.
| er, ha breathed more regu.
y abd with less effort than betore
eoming of the doctor, and as &
uence, Bhella felt decidedly
., At Intervals during the night
gave him quantities of the medi-
o shich the doctor had left, but
4 ' y when the fever sesmed to In-
LS forcing the liquid through

lips. Beveral times she changed
the bandages, and once or twice dur-
ing the night when he moaned sho
pulled her chulr over beside him and
_smoothed his forshead, soothing him.
When the dawn came It found her
heavy eyed and tired.

.

4 A ) was Duncan. Doubler told ma so not cabin, Evidently Allen's bullet had struck
Bhe went to the river and procured He smiled. “I reckon, ma'am, that .. i all, in It™ “Do you sea how the tralls have
' ‘fresh water, washed her bands and YU ""“l: ‘“L"""““.‘." It wasn't :Irutnvx}l':r:m#:; :;t;.rnl‘i’o ;:t.id n Dcaht:; 'I::d "“..'“‘4 e llnd hab u?ﬁuul'l presence at Dakota's cabin _ He addressed both Hhella and her en-d‘——uuwcrmlud one and the
faco, prepared & breakfast of bacon " . DNE (RS SROL o forward, und before she could np:ug xsd e no Injury and o or e Unnecessary, for it was avi- father, though he looked at neither. g 3 ard in his hands.”
Who did, then?' she questioned she paused long enough to allow him His tone was quistly conversational Langford was lsaning forw is
& 884 soda biscult—which she found cugerly. “Who?" ookt ol A i L B toll Ber that Duncan had entered dent that A U feholla ex. and when he rece Ived no anawer to chair, a scared, wild expression i his
‘ fa & tin. box in & corner of the cabin, ‘''‘Duncan.’ Bheila li:::,",'d g ':;.l.""“.r'. edige, a.r:.nood o ddden aversion to ap- his remark he looked up with a quiet #Yes, his testh and hands clenched In

and then, as Doubler seemed to be “Why—why''— she said, sitting sud- gor now suddenly she saw much pearing among the men. smile, 3 o N +¢ lon years for this A
e e e e ‘o L0 7ot &, ot S B Bty Tn " iRt i, o D4 stacked Doublr but had PEClat r gy s van siont | "he bt boen, i b7 8,00 b o Komporie | 1 0 the e T R S
aid took & short gallop. Returning, and delight and a fear that Doubler  Hho stood ohO donKer IOnCROMIC. er, suddenly ridden up. Duncan had Doublers cabin, when Allen turned many B e cien, yuu have oo ety LR o B e e The emdr .
she Antered the cabim, to find Doub- :‘v‘r“r! I.l:::!.b::u :::lla!::: ".ﬁhfﬁni gasing long ut the shadowy rims of peard him coming and had concealed 8nd saw ber. He spurred uu-k'l!r Hut its & fact just the same, The e' o :h.l?- e b rete T8 “Yes, the end” he sald gravely. |
NG Testieenty. after you were shot.” :?:indgu m&:ﬁmﬁ;‘“ﬁ "‘th:hel',:m’m"“’o“ himself behind the door, and when 'j.‘:,.zf: “m:' 'm'm'wa'.' "_' guy':'; ?""" ‘:.-m.wd. '”Mu" T.“'“'““"’ Langford's side and open it. He “He"—Dakots pointed to the pres- g
3 - " e n {+]
~.JBave Dim a dose of the medi- ~“Hy'q just left me. He hadn't been mist of the night; at the plains, Allen had enlered Duncan had struck the cabin door. -.::u. out here from llﬂlltm ilr.: r::'t.'l el;nol.fo.“l‘lalw hnt:a trate ﬂ!:—"u-t sign & writhm

extra large one—but it had
sffect, quieting him only mo-
tarily. Evidently he was grow-
worse, 'The thought aroused ap-
prebension In her mind, but she
fought it down and stayed resolutely
at the sick man‘s side,

Through the slow-dragging hours
the morning she sat beside him,

him the best care possible
the circumatances, but In spita
ber efforta the fever steadily rosa,
at noon he =at suddenly up In
bunk and gased at her with blaz-

gone more than ten minutes or so
when Duncan rode up—comin' out of
the timber just down by the crick.
Likely he'd been hidin' there. I wus
cleanin’ my rifle; we had words, and
when 1 sot my rifle down just outside
the shack he grabbed it an’ shot me.
After that I don't seem to remembor
& heap, except that pome one was
touchin' me—which must have besn
you."
“Oh!" she sald. "1 am so glad!"
She was thinking now of Dakota's
parting words to her the night before
on the crest of the slope above the
river—of his words, of the truth of
his statemsnt denying his guilt, and
she was glad that she had not spoken

's square!” judged him! adge when there came a spurt of ' " P dunced, sk nd that much just to prove my conten- his chalr, seating himsaif,
“Sheila stified a scream of fear and ”I'nchnn it's something to be ‘]Tld flams from the door of Doubler's cob- Mm.‘ ab:arththnm. h::::!"_hemnahm. :;":;:mr’ ﬁ‘:l:.: .};rr.:l:;ﬂ'.::::} lu.. tion about ’u;g world belng a small “Yen," he sald, “it's a pretty story, were accused.

. sheank from him. But recovering, for.” smiled Doubler, misunderstanc- in, followed by the sharp whip-like WORE ER.8 2005 SAY P ony's neck. place. It surely fsn't a0 very bl whet Tut it hasn't all besn told. With a 4nd you can belp me.

' t bim. salaing his ahowld. 108 Bee sintion, -but 1 yecken P WS oveck of a viflel thew,* PORY 8 Merd an exclarhation, saw Da- you consider that three persons can besmirched name and the thoughts ahe sald, coming close to
she went * . it to you—1'd have pulled my frelght  n the doorway of the cabin, clear-  He told Shella to let the bandaging y.¢s spring suddenly from the door- meet up like we're met—our tralls which waere with him all the time, you ses that the will
ore and forcing him back Into the pure, If you hadn’'t come when You |y outlined aguinst the fllokering Hght go uptil fater, but she refused. way, feit his arms around her. Hhe leading us to the aame section of the life wasn't exactly a joyful one fer °9.| but on me
pank. He did not reaist, not seeming did. An' 1 told you mot to be 1:?“;1:) of the interior, Was o man. And as ", oo 'u dln’ e N hgied In his grasp, trylng to fght country.” Ned Keaglew. He was younm, you o ""mmﬁo bhim
te pay eny attention to her at all, hers any more." He ““l"“‘i AlIn't gheila watched another streak of fire " ‘fn Bevals ’:" s ,d" him off, and then sbe driftad Into  “I don't sa) how that concerns us,” »es, and it all nﬂrnl on his T{.d. - n, offered

| ivelyt it odd how things turn OUL—BOMS- hyrst from the door and sho heard more than I need you,” he Insisted, oo o0 i  pald Lan impatiently, But nfter a while It hardened him. - 'I.’II

! \ but be mumbled, Inexpressively: times. I'd bave died sure,” he re- thg ghrill sighing of the bullet, heard refusing to allow her to touch the — et “No* returned Dakota, and now _“He'd bit town with the rest of tha your
Bl :*1t ain't so, I tall you. He's just i .« the horseman curse, bandages. “There'll be the dovil to CHAPTER XVI. there was & noto of sarcasm in his boys, and he'd drink whiskey until

-.. f me, an' any man which couid “You are golng to live a long while, But he did not stop in hia fiight and % aay: b Seabetal A8 % : voles, “you don't weo. Lots of folks he'd forget. Hut he Nﬂlda" forget

3 like bhe talked to me ain‘t—I 8he sald. And then, to hia m‘rln. In an instunt he had crossed the P&¥ any o them deputies try to Some Memories. e eaol St there are trails that lons. He Kept on weeing his father and

: she bent over and kissed his fore- u..” Hhe saw him for an Instant rush Dakota’s shack, | want you to lead everywhere, Fate marks them Langford;: nights he'd start from

)

yeckon not,” he wsald, shaking his y .4 jeaving his side Instantly, her

He wasa quiet for a time after this,
i@t toward the middle of the after-

get some fresh water,” she

“1 will
smiling glance at

sald, with a quick,

Bhe opened the
own into the darkness.

wwWell, It won't do you any
peod, Dakota, sho's—well, ahe's some
i at you for something. She
on't llaten to anything which is
sald about you."
The laughter died out of his syes;
¥ became cold with menace.

o] min't listening to any mors of
. porta talk, I tell you! I've got
my open. Why!" he nsald in

, mtarting up, s

the timber clump In which Doubler
n':ld sald Duncan had been hidine she
shuddered and made = detour to
avold pusaing close to it,
This took her soma distance out of
her way, and she reached the river
and walked along ita Imnkdfor a little
Aistance, searching for o deep ncoes-
sible spot Into which she could dip
the pail.
'I’hl::l shallow crossing over which
#he had ridden many times was not
far away, and when she stooped to
fill the pail she heard a sudden clatter
und splashing, and looked up to sea
a horseman riding Into the water
side of the river.

e Oy Vit L e T el i L A e, S S il i N

“he's gone!
e suddenly shuddered and cursed.
“Im the back,” he mald. “You—you
~” And profanity gushed from his

(

was hidden In the shadow of his hat
brim.

"He |4 vory much better now,” she
told him, scarcely &ble to conceal her
delight, *“‘Rut he has been very bad."

“Able to talk?

“Yes. He bas just been x to
ma." ﬁ..ml ’l step nl:lm.
speaking 3

abie to supply the missing threads,
despaired of him supplying
} ything, for it seemed that he was
y growing worse, and when
dusk oame she bagan to feel &
of remalning with him in the
during the night, If only the
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futher told hor about sending Duncan
to Lagetto for the Mheriff.
ars looking for him, 1 want to tell

You that he didn't shoot Doubler,

“If you
It

stretehing away and fading Into the
mysterious shadows of the distance;
watching the waters of the river,
shimmering like quicksilver—a band
of glowing ribbon winding in and out
and around the moon-touched buttes
of the canyona,

“Oh!"

sho sald

irrelevantly,

fan’t o bad after all!™
Btooping over aguin to fill the pall,
she heard a sharp clatter of hoofs

behind her.

A horseman was raclog

toward the river—toward her—bend-
Ing low over his pony’s mane, riding
desperately. She placed the pall down
and watched him. Apparently he did
not ses her, for swerving suddenly he
made for the crossing without sluck-

as he was outlined aguinst the clear

ward the cabin, fearing that Doubler

had suddenly

become dellrious and

not been Allen who hud raced away

and when he halted and drew up be-

side her
sherifr.
“"Who

she

Wihs

breathlessly,

“Duncan’”
esquely and profansly.
to the shack he was Inslde,

saw that
nr
Allen

shoe

curaed
“Wh

It wuas the

demunded

pletur-
en | got
atand-

Ing over Doubler, strangling him. The

wkunk!

Yon

was right '

hn ndded;

"it was him who shot Doubler!"

He continued rapldly, grimly, tak-
ing a plece of puper from a pockol
and writing something on It.

"My men have got Dakola corraled

in his cabin.

If he trios 10 gel away

Tuks this"—he held out the papoer to

T

HOUGH In a state of anxlety

and excitement over the in-
cldent of Duncan's satlack
on Doubler and the subnse-

quent

shooting,

togéther

with a realisation of Dakota's dan-
ger, Bhalla 4id not lose her composure.

Y

needed now more than sver. Then,
hurrying as best she could with the
welight of the pail, she returned to the

the cabin ahortly after she had left it

him on the head with the butt of his
six-shooter, knocking him down.

The blow had been a glancing one,
however, and Allen had recqvered
quickly, seizing Doubler’s rifie and
trying to bring down the would-be
murderer as he fled.

While attending to Doubler's ban-
dnges Bhella repeated the conversa.
tion she had had with Allen concern-
Ing the situation in which he had left
Dukota, and Instantly the nester's
anxiety for his friesnd took prece-
dence over any thoughts for his own

go down there right now. If you

Doubler's eyes, sho was ut his slde,
pressing his hand,

sha wue ready to go, his cheeks

whan she brought her riding whip
down against its flanks when turn-
ing from the corral gates, but it
needed no second urging, and its pace
when It splushed through the shullow
water of the crossing was fully oas
groatl as thet uslluncim‘l pony, which
bud previously passed through it.
Ones on the baurd sand of the river
truil it settlod Into o long, swinging
gullop, under which the miles flaw by
rupldly and steadily. Bhella drew the
animal up on the rises, breathing It

told her the night bufore on the river
trufl that he was not gullty -that
everybody had misjudged him. Vivid
In her rocollection was the curlous
oxpresaion on his face whon he sald
to her just before leaving her that
night: ’
“Waon't you belleve me?'

= o0

r
B

the crest of which ahe had sst on
her pony on the morning following
her tnarriage to Dakota in the cabin
trom which she had seen the parson
riding away—ahe was trembling with
eagerness and dread for fear that
something might happen before sho
could arrive, It was thres miles
down alopes, and when she reached
the level there was Dakota's cabin
before her,

fihe drew her pony to a walk, for
she saw men grouped in front of the
cabin door, saw kota there him-
pelf, standing in the open doorway,
framed In the light from within,
There were no evidences of the von-
flict wm:;r& lh!u had dreaded, Hhe
had arrived in time.

Convinced of this, she felt for the
first time her physical weariness, and
she leaned forward on her pony, hold-
ing to its mane for support, ap-
proaching the cabin slowly.

Her father was there, she observed,
as she drew nearer; uand three
atrangers—and Allen! And near Al-
len, sitting on his horse dejeciedly,
was Duncan

!

One of Duncan’s arma swung oddly
at hin side, and Bhella thought In-
stantly of his curse when he had been
riding near her at the river crossing.

“It's all right, ma'am,” he said. “I
got him. Holy smoke!” he exclaimad
as she came within the radius of the
light. “You certainly rode some,
didn't you, ma'am?"

Bhe did not answer. Bhe saw her
father look at her, noted his natart,
samiled scornfully when she observed
& palonoss overspreading his face.
Khe looked from him to Duncan and
the latter flushed and turned hia
head. Then :ll:n'gn ‘;"olu roached

r, an he apoke to otn,
h!'hu young woman has rode
twenty milaa to-night—to save your
Mdo—raubdur::u{, leu.u. :}f you was
BODYWRYSs DOs able, you'd" ——

:llcn'n \ro!ga seemed to grow dia-

she reeled In the saddle,

EN Bhella recovered con-

other night in the yeaterday

of her life in this country. Bhe rec-

thers were the famillar chalrs, the

mulches; therse was the gultar, with
its gaudy string, suspended from the
wall, If It had been ralning she
might have Imagined that she wus
Just awakening from & slesp In that
other time. Hhe felt a hand on her
furshead, & dump cloth, and she
opened ber oyea to gazo falrly into
Dahota's.

“Don’t, pleaso,” she said, shrinking
Lrom bl

It vecurred to her that she had ut-
tored the sums words to him befors,

customed to the light she saw her
father sitUng in a chair near the firn-
pluve,

The door was closed - —-barred, Shella
Elanced aguin at her father, and then
questioninkly at Dakota, who was
watching hor from the osntre of the
room, his fuce Inscrutable,

"What doss this mean? Where are

)

u slumbering devil in them, as though
he pospessed some mysterious knowl-
edgo and purposed to confound Nholla
and her father with it, though In his
own way and to suit his convenlence,

Yot behind It all thers lurked »
certaln gravity—a cold deliberation
that seomed to proclalm that he was
In no mood to trifle and that he pro-
r‘"d to follow somo plan und would

rook no interference,

Fuscinatewd by tho change In him,
Ehelln resumed her sent on the sdge
of the bunk, watching him clossly.
He drew a chalr over near the door,
tiited It back wnd dropped iInto it
thus mutely announcing that he in-
tendod keeping the prisoncers until he
had deliversd himself of that mys-
torious knowiedge which seemed Lo
be in his mind,

Olancing fprtively at heor fauther,
Bhella observed that he appeared to
have formed msome sort of a conclu-
sion regarding Dakota's actions also,
for he msat very ersct on his chair,
sturing at the latter, an Intense in-
terest in his eves |

fhella had become interested tod:
nhe had forgotten her weariness. And
yot Dakota's firat words disappointed
her—aomehow they seemed irrevelant,

“This Isn't such & big world, after

a ranch. You.” he smiled at Hhella,
veame with your father as s matter

of course,

“You,” he looked again at .
ford, “might haVe bought a ranch in
another part of the country. You did
not need to buy this cular one,
But you did, Take me, | spent five
{.nm in Dakota before | came here,

ve been here ﬁmn

“A man up In ta wanted me to
siay there; sald he'd do most any-
ting for mo if | would, But 1 didn't
like Dakota; wmomething kept talling
me that I ought to move around a lt-
tle, I came here, I liked the place,
and I've stayed here

out—blages them. There are tralls

trull, trying to get away from some-
thing, but pretty soon another trail

theirs, with a straight man riding it.

to-morrow; they are yesterdoy's
tralls, and hefore the man riding
the crooked trull and the man riding
the stralght trall can go any further
there has got to be an accounting,
That I1s what has happened hero,
You"—he amiled gravely ns he Inoked
at Langlord—"have besn riding n
eronked trall, | bave boen hanging
onto thae struight one as best 1
could,. Now we've got to where the
tralls oross'’

“Meuning
plunation of my action
that signed wgrecient, |1
snecred Langford, looking up.

that you wunt an #x-
In burning
muppuse

honrd in hin volee sinee he hidd begun

“You knowing Keagiea will save mn
axplaining u lot,” continued Dakota
"Well, Keeglea went to Dakota—
where 1 wan. He wus sightesn and
WASN't very slrong, a8 young men
go. Hut he got A job punching cows
and [ got to know him pretty wall-
aned to bunk with him. Hes took &
liking to me because [ took an In-

gy g goin g B
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sum of the firm's money. By forging
his partner's signatiure he had es-
caped detection untll one day when
the elder Kergloa had accidentally dis-
coversd the fruud-—which was the day
on which Ned Keeglea visited his
father. It Isn't necomsary to go Into
detall, but It was perfectly plain that
Langford was gullty.

“Theren were hard words, as [ have
sald, The elder Keegles threatened to
Emut.. Langford selund & sample

nife that had besn lying on the slder
Hoogia's deak, und stab him, kil
ing him Instantly. Then, while Ned
Kooglea atood by, stunned by the sud-
denneas of the attack, Langford cool-
ly walked to a telophone and notified
the police of the murder, Hanging up
the receiver, ha raised the hue and
cry, and a doson clerks burst Into the
ofMice, to find Ned Keeglea bending
over his father, trying (o withdraw
the knifs.

“Langford accusad Ned Koeglea of
the murder. He protestsd, of course,
but seeing that the evidence wan
against him, he (oughl his way out of
the ofMce and escaped. He went to
Dakota—where 1 met him."”

Langford.

an sffort to control his emotions.

some rust apots on the biade,

“Thin knife was en to me by
Ned Keogles,” ha sald slowly. “These
rust .:P““ on the biade are from his
father's blood, Look at tusm!" he
sald sharply, for Langford had turned
hin head,

At tha command he swung around,
his gazo resting on the knife, *“That's
A pretty atory,” he snesered,

ota’'s laugh when he returnsd
the knife to ths box chillad Bhsila
as that same laugh had chilled her
when sha bad heard it during her
first night in the country-—in
same cabin, with Dakota sitting at
the table—a bitter, mocking langh

4 UOUS 8Yes. . “J know that neither of you Areé ihat had in It & save coptrolled
.'::,:. 5 ".:.., he shouted, “DLia- PomMe of the spiteful things which had ening speod. : immedinte welfare, :lnl:» ﬁlﬂ t:‘::“:l::u;h;mm'r‘m:'";g: very much Interested in what has by an iron will. Kery a grave -
x ' been In her mind, How she bad mis-  He had almost reached the water's  “There'll be trouble sure, now that L huppened to me, but I've told you “He turned abruptly and walked to

his blankets, living over and over

bead with & vigorous, negative mo- gheeks aflame, her eyes alight with & g, 4y the moonlight that bathed ghe woie 1¢')) meb Inte." sclousness she wus in Da- SUT I oo trouble, others that BE8In the Incident of the murder.

tien; “you're & heap mistaken—you ﬁr;hm:g apr;h b'f; “““:““f:'d":‘:; crest of the slops and then he ‘u- “rth ella :‘.:": ;:"‘:": .“::;mm and kota's cabin—in the bunk In jead mn, :o ?lcuul;?—:tblnllht tr-ullli “: ':.’:l:'.‘ ";n:’,":";'"‘..":{"‘ lm“"u “Your vengeance
» 1+ - gone, . . ralls, tra croas—a P

ia't got him right at all water pall. Dropping the pail, Shiela ran to- then, vielding to the entreaty in which ahe had luin on an- srooked tralle BeOllS IRET TrORN ked forset. It was just the same—there '-:.N‘Ln-’ﬁ:.lzl‘oﬂb

wan no forgeifulness.
“One night when he was on the trall
near here he met a woman, It was

g " v res k, and
fBon Shells saw tbat his gase was him, “You'l want @ tresh drink, had attackad Allen. “ (PRppedy oxnizad it instantly. crosses the one they are on—maybe it
bandages ba changed, Ride, ma'am!” he told her, when raining and the woman had lost the
following her as she paced softly YOUr nd mulhwrc“d stepped Ut It ssemed to her that it had Thero wus the candls on the tuble, Wil be A straight one thal crossss ¢..); “He took the woman in. in- trall which you have fo

terested him, and he queationed her,

T‘ forth In the cabin. d from the cabin, and she had not flushed with excitement, his ey

e : ' yos “The man riding the crooked trall this power ju him—
S you're stuck on that Lanstord  Thers was 8 noet, 205,11, R 1o Sone more than Maif way toward Il beight. freplace, the shelves upon which and the'mun riding the MIralEhi ohe filghior of the man who o mine b lease. ‘she bisad
U,myn. ' - s w ' " mest & e pluce wheare :

ing. sea plainly, but when she reached coming. Hhe halted to walt for him, Her pony morted with surprise WOUO PAKOWN _Sehioon MES: AbY eroas, Such trails don't lead to any dered his father—the daughter of

David Dowd Langford!™

Langford cringed and looked at
Mhelln, who was looking stralght wt
Dakots, her eyes alight with knowl-
edpe,
“Ned Keoglen kept his silence, as
be had kept it for ten years," ree
sumed Dakota, “Hut the coming of
the woman brought back the bitter
memaories, und while the woman slept
in his eabin he turned to the whinkey
bottle for comfort. As he drank his
:‘rniuhlu danced before him-—magni-
e,

“He thought It would be a fine re-
venge If he should foree the woman
to murry him, for he Agured that 1t

from the opposite they will do for him, | don't w sometimes, but on the levels =she d, ¢l : b id wooked
. alost his He saw her at the Instant she dis- . . 1 don unt v and, closing her eyes for k. moment, H'LII trying to ride the crooked o0 Chilaw mt the father's pride,
Hys- 'I'I!tnl uha.‘t;::::ll:;: motlo:'llll covered him, and once over the ford “‘::“Wm ‘:\-?w:’ﬁ thrn::. 1--ni‘r«w urged It with whip and spur, and In she remembered. It had been when 'rall?' smiled Dakota, with the first 161t hadn't been for & cowardly par-
Out of th: jumble of disconnected 1® turned his horse and rode directly 70 en In the country as It . something more than an hour 8fter he had tried to assist her out of the 107, ¢ Wwockery that Hheda had .o yng the whiskey the marringe hieh other
L ard her, " v i i (] : would  pever  have reurred Nl Wpon which, in an
1 ‘mu fhella was able to gather lo:n" gaining the bank he halted llloru and get down to Dakota's anbin ieaving 1".'“"'""“ in, she f_‘“h“d water at the quicksand crossing, and speaking. “I'm not worrying o bit g o ‘:l,u,d not hnw"'.:,,,.,,,m of ,: thine,  Sheila had  caught her last
with it @lve it to Bud—one of ray by the quicksand crossing, which she 44 on that oce nbout that axreement, Why, man, . . : gl pse .
' b his and looked intently at her, hat ocvasivn his answer was ® ¥ Hut he didn't hurt the woman; sheg Elipse of the parson,
twe things of Importance—perhaps I.‘.pm:_y Langford's daughter, T Mere-and tell him to weatter the estimatod os being not more than .0 I'd have shot myself before I'd have [ pim pure she csme—mant "" It was in the cold, bleak moment
: uch::"mhl uld‘. othera and try to head off Duncan i twelve miles from her journey's end “rh ¥ 1 — shot Doubler, He's my friend —the |:Iul :‘Ihl;l:ruu??‘. o LA e morning when darkness has
- first was that some one had "Yll"' ahe returned, seeing that he he comes that way. I'm ailer him!"* Bhe wus _tlrmi after her long vigil en I won't, only real friend ['ve had In ten Langford slowly rose from his chalr, D00 et gone und the dawn not come,
' him of Dakota's complicity In was a stranger; I am." The paper futterad toward her, sho 6t Doublor's side, but the weariness She luy for u long time, looking years” hiw lips twitching, his fuce working 40d Langford looked strangely deso-
' rdor hi d that he “I'm Ben Allen,” he sald shortly; snatched at it, missad it, and stuoped wus entireiy physicul, for her brain stralght up at the celling, utterly “Then when you signed the agTee- Jooonenly hin oyen wide and gluring late out there on the trall alone—
plan te murder him an " ey, What 10 take It from the ground. When We8 Working rapidly, filing hor tred, wondering vaguely what had ment you didn't mean to keep 11?0 uyoy —Ned Alone with thoukhts mo
) o] the sheriff of this county You say ahn married him--Nwml Kh nore desolate
_ P d to belleve his friend capable ars you doing here?" she stood eroct nhe saw Allen and his thoukhta with ploturesqus conjec- become of her futher, Duncan, Allen questioned  Langford Incautioualy, gKeeples?' he sald, his  volee high than bis surroundings. =
| | such depravity. The second waa “ am taking care of Ben Doubler,” pony silhoustted for an Instant on turub-l;uwlng pictures In which she und the others, She would have disarmed by Dakotw's earnestiess. keved and shreill, He turned to Sheily FEhelln shivered and snuggied closse
I t Be knew who had shot him; he ghe said; “he has bean''— the crest of the ridge on the other r"‘f akots being shot down by a\l: given much to have been able to lle  '“Ten yeurs ago & boy named Ned oper catehing Daketn's nod, “Is this o Dakotn, He looked down at hep
. » knew the man who bad informed “Then he ain't dead, of course,” slde of the river. Then ha vanished. "gr': d&’h““"'-mlﬂﬂ he wn'l innocent! there for 4 time—u long time—and Keogles went to Dakota. | am glod goyn?" he domanded sharply. “Did With a sympathetie smile.
' of Dakota's duplioity—though 58! the Shariff, \nterriptng o> rellaf C Y e D e o ares THt. that was Bt 6o e thaiiett of et T LY Giih & Gl he Sy, masty him wa'ikis waah Maywyeu il S0 IERISS), e SR
aae to Bhella that there was reils J o ought of. name, " L A1 “Where " hs asked.
' knowiedge would amount t0 YOIy gna satisfaction in his voice, and she 'HAPTER XV. r.,.-.th over hotr lru’t‘:mnt of him, Bhe mtrugglod to a mitting position, Langford started and stiffened in hin I"\’u; I married him." returned  “Out there—whers he is going.™
P irktle unioes he recoversd emough to peared closer at bim, but his face For Dakota. n\fl.rl‘“ zl;n:ln]l:l..lrl:;!;: :;n;én l;: g:ﬁ and when her wyes had become ac- chalr, his faca suddenly ashen. KBhelln Aully, and Langford sank limp- Dakota did not anawer.
_, real 1 8

ly ‘nto his chalr,

Dukota smiled with flashing eyes
amnd continued:

“Eeogles marrind the woman' he
wald coldly, “because ho thouxht she
wan Langford's real danghter"

ile 'ooked at Shella with o glance
of compasslon.

“Luwer, when Keegles discoveral

i
[ Vo carnestly and rapidly. “I And that other tims, whan he had the others?" I f
‘ 1oae - & 1 %5 (5 the Hves s’ g SEnt e lbauld'un - & others she demanded. terost In hlin. that the woman was only lLangford's pony, turned, glanced
would retura Dakota Bhe and take looked len and his men ha ne back “He didn't |lke the work, becauses j N /y and gone.
[l 1/ mod “eme-Duasa, ner mines, SRR .-M___v__h -d .IFI'_ 4 waler, sware (st i} might be sisadlly inie Ber Sys—she remem- te b eturaed Dakols wulatiy. be Bed. beed Taleed aifferently. He Mot for Lakgtord, Bowever, becauss o % rhe dna)

While lLangford watched,
At Bim with fearful, wondering eyes,
Dakota  deftly  snipped the
Mmustuche with the shears, Inthored
hin llp and shaved it clean,
he turned and confronted

The lutter looked at him wit 00.'
long, Intenne gase, and then with a
dry sob which caught In his throat
and seemed to choke him, he coversd
his Tuce with his hands, shuddered
convulalvely, and without a sound

:t:::::lr:;:wnrd. face down, at Da-
CHAPTER XvViII.
Into the Unknown.
FTER & time Shella rose
the bunk on which she
been nitting and stood In
the centre of the flcor, looks
Ing down at her father,
Dakota had not
He stood alwso, watchiag l-lmm
::Mnhlndlﬂm'.umlh“
speak untll Shella had
him twice, e
“"What are you golag to do
she said dully. "ltllhtm::;:
you know, You hold his life iIn your
“Do?" He smiled bittedy at hes
“What would you do? I have walted

confeasion.
“And theat” .
“He anewer :
nﬂllutulh ﬁ-“ P
Bhella shuddered and turned fhem)
him with bowed head. 48~

there "whas'

“Yon, but I not
know, for 1 :‘-Et“

™ She came

into his face. *.
condemn? Wil
the power which led us three
——uu'!zowr which you are ol
call ‘Fate:' the power that .=
the yesterday of your life—will

!tlob him

fow
my sake, for—for'—her m
and ahe came forward and
her hands on his who

your wile's sake.” ) "
He looked down at her for an iae
utant, the hard lines of his Iace
breuking Into gentle,” sym)
curves, Then his arms went 2
her, and sho lounod against him, Ber
bead aguinst hie shoulder, while she
wept softly.
An  bhour iater, standing side by
slde ko the open dovrwey of the cab-
in, Sholls and Dukotn watched in ks
lenes while Lankford, having signed
u confession  dictated by
mounted his pony and rode slowly
up the river trail toward Lasette.
He slowly passed the Umber clump
noay the cabin, and with howed head
travelled up the long slope which lod

to the rise

For a =
time they watched the huddied '
of the rider, They saw him g

tho crest of the rise-—reach It

Then from the mountains In the
Fustern distance came a
light, striking the summit of e
where thoe rider bestrode his
throwing hoth Into bold rellef,

For & moment the rider h
back an

Aise B~



