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'GERMANS REPORT GAINS IN FRANGE

MILLIONS LOST

10 THE CITY

~BY SETTLING OUT OF COURT
INFRANCHISE TAX GASES

Cut Assessments Made Without
Court Review Swell Profits
of Interests.

MAYOR STARTS PROBE.

City Has Lost $20,000,000 in
Three Years by the
' Reductions.

Whether the city has probably been
losing milllons of doliars annually by
the settlement of speclal franchise as-
ssasments is being considered by Ma-
yor Mitehel.

Between 1910 and 1013 thera were

pottied $1,389,002,828 of speclal fran-
chise assessments without any court
review., The cases pending before
the Mayor for more “settlementa out
of court” show a remarkable
dition of affalrs that has existed for
some years, where such settlements

were to the profit of vested Interests.

It Is estimated that in three years
such reductions have aggregated ap-
proximately $1,500,000.000, and at the
lax rate of 1% per cenl. the city las
bist over $20,000,000 without having iis
day in court to decide whether the
amount named was commensurate
with the property holdings of tho
veated Interests.

The cases pending were recom-
mended for settlement at the death
of Mayor Caynor to Acting Mayor
Kline, but he refused to act, and they
are now before Mayor Mitchel

The startijpg fact about the situm-
tlon which the Muyor now has under
advisement Is that, If such asettis-
menta do not stop, the city will con-
unus to loss millions annually, to the
continued profit of such vested in.
tarests.

This is dus to the fact that the
Btate Tax Board has persistently
eontinued to base asseasments on pre-
vious reductions settied out of court,
and has even gone so far as to lower
some of these,

COMPANIES OWN FIGURES USED
IN BETTLEMENT.

As a consequence, the very utllities
that are annually Increasing in value
and earning capacity have been pay-
ing less In asse .ments overy year.
In other words, although the valus of
the franchises has Increased annually,
the money recelved by the city haas
decreaned. This is directly due to
the agreement of the city to settle
caspes out of court upon the basis of
the so-called "net earning rule”

The companies have been allowed
to present their own figures o the
City Corporation Counsel.  Instead of

cone-

that oMeial taking such figures before |

the courts to ascertaln their true

(Continued on Second Page.)
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WHITMAN MESSAGE TO-NIGHT

Governog !tlll \mml- Firm for Tax

Baard Reorganlsntlon,

ALBANY, Jun. 18.—The protest |
agninst Gk, Whitimen's proposed roor-

ganization of the Tax Commibasion sent
forth by Comptrofler “Travis has not sf
fected Whitman's Intontion
Leglalatire *o varcy out his ou
Whitman declntod toeduy that Hia pae
sagy would be read to the la
to-night without « hirnge

The Governor deolaied b
read the letter of prowest agninsl Lhe tax
Jegislation sent out by Travia, He lntle
sidted thul he would take no officlal

eogalgance of the # plea.

of urging th

outlona

™ |
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CENTRALPARK 200
KEEPER 15 KICKED
BY BIG ELEPHANT

Talk About a Mule! Jewel's
Foot Nearly Sends Hurton
Through Wall.

L]
L]

This was the day selected for the
annual neatsfoot oll and lampblack
massage of Jewasl, the larger of the |

Zoo., However, Jewal was not mas-

saged to-day, and Robert Hurton, her
keeper, Is nursing a large assortment
of brulses scattared over his body,

Jewel Is usually a tractable elephant
and In previous years she has ap-
peared to enjoy having oll and lamp-
black rubbed into the crevices of her
skin and polished over her hida until
it glistened, Hurton entered Jewsl's
enclousura and started about the
massaging of Jewel as nonchalantly
as he might go about painting a wall.

Ho hadn't proceeded far when Jewel
lifted up her right hind leg and gave
him a kick that sent him spinning
the whols length of the enclosurs

An elephant's hind legs are differ-
ent from those of other quadrupeds
In that the knee 1s In front, and
when an elephant si's down on a
chair it ham a lap. Tho peeuliar
formation of an elephant's hind leg
enables It to kick forward like n man,
and the kick Jewel landed on Hur-
ton almost bumped him through the
side of the elephant house, He saw
there was something wrong with the
clephant and started to |eave the
Inclosure, Jewel got him agaln be-
fore he could escape, this time with
her trunk, and again he was thrown
across the inclosure. Then the
other keepers and Head Keoper
Bnyder entered the cage with pitch-
forks and elephant hooks and rescued
Hurton.

An ambulance was summoned from
Flower Hospital and Dr. Goodman
reaponded. He found Hurton had es-
caped with no broken bones,

Jewel Is under the (nfluence of a
bad spell that afflicts elephonts oe-
caslonally, No attempt will be made

to oll her until she returns to her
normal condition.

e
HAMBURG-AMERICAN
LINER PRAESIDENT IS

NOW REPORTED SUNK.

HAVANA, Tan. 18.—The Hritish cruls-
er Berwick sauk the Hamburg- American
| stenmer Praosident off Havana  last
[ night, It was announc ed Lo-day by Se-

nor Avabie, Sul-Hecietaiy of Forelgn
| Relatlons of the Cuban State Depart-
ment.

The ship was sent to the boltom nine
miller off Havana while on her way from
| P'orto Bico o Huavana.

Whien officiuls r-I’ Iln Humbureg- J\rm-rl

enn Line were Informed of the aliove re

wirl 1t vwna stated that nothing j.n.i
wosty  heard  from the Praesident for
neirly six onths, The lntest report as | 4
to the vossel st l'll that she wux at
AMoanbinsal Britls bist Afvica, on
July 2%

af 1,549 tona
AU tons

Tha
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The Provsident wae
erwick le w ermlaer of 2
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GRIFFINS ADMIT
SWINDLING FRIENDS
DUT OF §200,000

Wife Takes All the Responsi-
bility In Pleading Guilty
In Court.

| Y

'SENTENCE WEDNESDAY.

Decided to Ask for Mercy In-
stead of Going to Trial
To-Day.

Bhouldering all the responsibility
for tha awindling wilch Is supposed
to have amounted to about half a mil.
Hon dollars, and for which her hus-
band, Francis Hoyt Griffin, waa joint.

two elephants In tha Central Park |
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Iy Indicted, Mrs. Clara H. Griffin, to-
day pleaded gullty to using the malls
to defraud. Grifin entered a similar
plea and Judge Pope, In the Unlted
States DMstriet Court, announced that
he would take up the matter of sen-
tence on Wednesdoy morning,

The trinl of the Criffine upon the
Indictments against them was to have
begun to-day, but at the last minute,
after a consultation with their at-
torney, George ‘wrdon Battle, they
decided to enter the plea of gullty.

The details of the swindling
charged ngainst the Griffins have to
do with a contract they claimed to
have to do stenographic work for the
Government, On the baals of this
they obtulned large sums of monsy
from their friends and others

GriMin, who 1is a lawyer, Yale
graiduate and brother-in-law of the
Comtesse de Rochefoucauld, came

into court with his closely wvelled
wife. Mr. Battle told the Court:

“GriMn was a lawyer in this elty,
with a large practlce and an excel-
lent position, His wife, before her
marriage, had a stenographle bu-
redtt with a large clientele. Her
fumily, which she had heen wsup-
porting, became a matter of great
expense to her on account of iliness,
and she unfortunately ylelded to the
tamptation to get money by false
pretenses.

“She pretendsd she had business
resources which dld not exist. On
this basis she was able to get large
sums of money. Afterward, by get-¥
ting money from Peter to pay Paul,
she managed to pay off soms of the
ones from whom she had at first ob-
talned it

“Her husband was at firat entirely
anaware that the pretenses of his
wife were unfounded,

“As a lawyer he feels that It woas
his duty to Investigate Lhe slute-
ments. Therefore he desires to plead
gullty with his wife to the three in
dietments,”

Assistant United States Distriet At-
torney Hartridge related to tha enurt
the difficulties encountered in getting
the CGriffins into court st all anl
stated that he had withesses fromn
Chicngo, Denver and Washington he
wished to call agalnst the Griffing "l
the defendants abhould chanxe cheir

|

plen and inaist upon going to trial
._‘__._

WILSON GREETS SUNDAY.

“God Dieas You for Work You Are
Dolng," He Says to Evangelint.

WABHINOTON, Jan 18 ="Rilly"* Sin=-
| duy, the revalist, members of his family
and o number of rellglous workera from
|I'Inl-.u1--l:-hin who came hera tosday (o
diwt Sundoay st o revival mesting, wern
voolved to-dy by President Wilson, See-
retary Beyan introduced the revivalist to
the Presidont

lod WMeen you for the
dolng.”” eald the Presldent

Mr. Bunduy congratuldted the Presi-
dent on the blth of his grandson yestor=

By
“Mr

work you are

Fryan told me that he and 1 are
now the grandfathers of seven children,”
- 3’1’!!1‘0 L bas slx and

| Woman Who Admits Big Swindle

And Husband She Tries to Defend

L )

MR. AND MRS. GRIFFIN.

RATTLES AND BASKETS
FOR WHITE HOUSE BABY;
WILSON HOLDS HIM

Gifts Flowing in for Sayre Heir,

Who May Be Named Woaod-

row—Father Sees His Son, |

|

WASHINGTON, Jan, 18 Presidont |
Wilson reccived a long list of cullers
at the Executive OtMees later than
usual to-day boacause of his desire to
stay as long as possible with his |
grandson, the child of Mr. and Mrs,
Francea 3. Bayre, who was born at
the White Houss yesterday

If the Sayra baby [follows the
precedent he set during his frst night
he will boe o model Infant, He gave
his attendants lttle trouble. A large
heap of rattles sent by memhers of
the Wilson and Sayre families and
close friends wera ready for the baby
ns soon as ho should show Interest in |
them, HSaveral baby haskets had also
beesn sent ta the White IHouss, but
the ones used was prepared by Mre
Sayre herself,

Mr. HBayre, who arrived lust nig
after the birth of his son,
the President to-day in
prida over the
White House family.

Much specwlution was indulged in

ht
vied with
displaying

to-dny us to the name for the baby
“Wilson Sayre” and "Woodrow Suyre"
were the favorites, The christening

will occur probably before Mrs, Bayre
returns Lo Willlamastown,

HBaby Bayre was born in the north-
st corner room of the second Hoor,
looking out over the broad lawn and
facing  Pennsylvania  Avenus, the
gity's muin thoroughlfare. Two tralned
nurses wore present with Do Cary
Grayson, the President's physician,
and Dr, A. P, Davis of Philadelphia,
Gynecologist,

The Sayre helr came Inta the
like thousands befors him
such modorn (deus ns the
nleap.

He wan described to.day as a
pretty baby, with light halr and with
eyes which now are blue. The Presi- l

wWir i
N
twilight

m-uwmmsm:n sake of his mother and grandia

| from $15 to N,
Simonson's Fifth Avenue haledress- |

|ﬁl|u allegos tha maching

new addition to the |

WANTS §25,000 DAMAGES
FOR HER RUINED HAIR

Mrs, Davis Says Marcelle She Paid
for Caunsed Loss of
Beauty.

Mrs, Allee Dayis, wife of Hon Wood

Davis, of Cinclonut), saw a hair- |
dresser'snd  In a theater program,
which stuated that she cowld get

marcells wave, n permanent onn, for

s sho enlled ot A,
ing shop, at No, 506 Fifth Avenue

Mrs, bavis suabmitted to the
ment necessary, but, In! she allegos,
the mareslle wave was noither pors
manent noe pretty,  In fact, she told
the jury before Suproms Court Jus-
lce Delany to-day that most of her
halr was burned A mareells wiave
would have bheen worth $25,000 ta her,

trent-

prived of that and her golden tresses
burned In the bargnin she wants §25,

D dumnges Hha s suing tha Hi-
monson  coneern for that smount.
usad was

averhented and  burnesd her hair.

moments this forenoon to fondle hia
new erandson,

*ol.  Crook, President  Lineoln's
bodyguard  and friond of many
‘White House hables' recalled -
day the old legend

The ohild that s born on tha RBab-

bath day
I= bonnlg and blithe and good and
gay.'
The Whita Haouse telegraph room
was A busy place to-Ahy The loy

of a natlon at this inphy avent was
shown In the Aood orF congratulatory
telegrams that arrived

A 1oy Prineeton tiger for the Sayra  RF und that the course followed in sl
paby was  presented  ta President homickde cases should apply in this
ChaT
Wilson to=day by n Mitew from Curoner's Phyalcian John Ricgelman
the Prineceton Aluminl Assopintion of was orderod this afternoon to visit
sMarvinnd, who cnlledd ik thi Men, Walters In the haspital, axamine
President 1 vitenid Ly nual o ber amd the nurse's char's and report
i roondition. 17 hoe finds that she
(,-f_ ) | Ar ¥ wered that sho can he
vThe haby's father Wil pemn from the hospital without
Bllen M t Presitent, dunesr she will be transforred 1o the
and theretore b oday sfow whutheg "\“'." pull
3 ; . T g 1l Wilnesses exatined wis
1 .:‘..I|_|,.‘. ept o I'niu M Liger for o Tier Wi i i|"'l-r-Il"'I-t"'.ull'-
1 G o UPT e R o irand Jury |
fiat hWin ot hier 4 i from Mrinee roone  last  waes g man
o veplied Eoagar Alan Pon, the Was excused gfter stating thint he did
attorney Ueneral of Maryland, who not get hisn information from the
headed 1he  delegation The hoy [Hstrict Atturney or any member of
must be sent to FPrinceton for the | his staff or from any member of the
ther |Qrand Juryy . ..

TRIPLE INQUIRY
IN ROGERS CASE,
SAYS PROSECUTOR

Dr. Hague Recalled as Grand
Jury Resumes Investigation
Into Double Tragedy.

MRS. WALTERS BETTER.

Attorney Asks Coroner o Re-
frain From Calling Her as
Inquest Witness,

That Mra, 1da Sniffen Walters, who
polsoned her two bables and tried to
kill herself whan sha saw that the

| father of the children, Leorlys Elton

Rogers, could not wed her, ia not the
only person under Inveatigation In the
procesding now on befors the Bronx
County Grand Jury, was made known
to-day by District Attorney Martin.
It Is not expected that the Grand
Jury will finish with this cans before
the end of the week.

*1 am procesding very carefully and
thoroughly,"” sald Mr. Martin, “along
thres linem. One of the lines has to
do with Mrs. Walters and har action
in kiling her children. What the
ather linsa are 1 cannot raveal now,
but they lead in a different direction
from that which concerns Mrs,
Waltera,"

Through testimony to ba gathersd
to-day und to-morrow Mr. Martin will
Isarn whether or not he needs the avi-
dence of Mra. Caroline Giddings Rog-
arn, the gecond and legal wifa of Lor-
lyn Elton RRogers, Mrs. Hogers In In
New Jorsey In seclusion. Mr. Martin
knows where she ls. If he wants to
question har he can reach her through
her counsel, Emury Buckner. Bhe may
bo cnlled Weoednesday,

Dr. Willlam Grant Hague was ra-
called before the tirand Jury at the
beginning of the Investigation to-day.
Dir. Albert . Woods, who was callea
In by Dr, Hugue after the two baoles
waore poisoned, was wlso acheduled tor
cgamination during to-duy’s session

Alrabam Lovy has asked the Las-
trict Atturney and the Bronx Corons
to refrain from baving his cllent, Mra.
| Waltors, presont al ths Inguest.

“Thera Inm no legal necesaity for
the accused to appear at the In-
queat,” sald Mr. Levy. "“Her pres-
ence would simply moean that ahe was

|ahn tostifted, hut sines shse was lln-lun exhibition to the curbkous”

Rogers did not aleep In his quar-
tera In the hospital lsst night, but
appeared there early to-day. He re-

| fused to discuss a sermon preached

lust nlght by Dr. George W, Grin-
to), pastor of the Fordham Mbth.
| odint Church, In which men of the
| Rogers type were denounced as men-
aces 1o society,

Dr. Hugua dul noat gcompleta his
testimony befors the Grand Jury to-
dny The doctor hians said for publis
eatlon that If he told all he knew ho
could estublish to the satisfaction of

iny Jury that Mres, Walters should be
held  galltiess o homicidal  Intent
whan sho fod poson to her ehildren
An affort was made to-day to get
him to tell his story in full, but he
matd hee weonld have to have the per-
misslon of Mr. Levy and Mrs. Wal
tars He was exoused untll Wadnes-
day, when the Grand Jury will take
wgr the: ense agaln,

Cordner Hoidey ix not disposed o
grant Mr. Levy's request that Mrs
Whaltersn b axeused from attendineg

the ingquest.  The Coroner takes thn
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FLOODS IN BELGUM

ORVEALED ROPS
ONTHER TENGES | ,

Disputes Claims of Success Mado
by Paris War Office.

THANN IS BOMBARDED
BY THE BIG GERMAN GUNS

PARIS, Jan. 18. —Vinlenl bombardments by the Gmlnllm
are reported to-day as a wind and rain storm raged in Belgium and as 8 |
{great fall of snow covered the Vosges and Alsace. The French War
Office says the rain in Belgium was particularly severe. Thann, in Ak
sace, was bombarded during the snow storm, but the French rtpul
declares little damage was done.

The wind and rain storm that swept over the northern battlefield
destroyed entire lines of trenches. The troops had to withdraw from
them to avoid being drowned.

Accordiug to the French War Offce report to-day two German assaults
in force near Autreche, northeast of Vie-sur-Alsne, have been repulsed with
Thoe fighting there continues, with the Germans
still trying to guin a foothold opn the French posllons,

The French are reported to be pushing their offensive in the Le Pretre
woods northwest of Pont-a-Mousson and to have captured several of the
German outlying positions here,

|Some of the clalms made In the Fronch report are contradicted

by to-day's asnouncement from Berlln. The Germans report a

distinel success durlng the fighting of the last seventy-two hours

areund La Holselle, northeast of Albert, an Important rallroad 23

centre south of Arras. The Giermans assert that the Freach were vl

driven from thelr trenches In a hayonet charge.

The report from Paris of & suceess on hill 263 In the Argonne
is met by the Berlin clalm that several French trenches were cap-

| heuvy losa to the Germans.

tured there. It In declared the French detachments were almost -l
annihliated. ‘
Although Parls reports the uptlro of German positions In the o

forest morthwest aof Pont.a-Mousson, Herlin says the Freneh
reached the German trenches, but that the tghting Is still In
Progress,

Vie-sur-Alsne, near which toww the French report the repulse
of two (ierman attacks, Is on the Alsne River, llul. ten miles west
of Solssons.] -'
Following I8 the text of the report glven out to-day by the War Offties

in Paris: Ry
“From the sea to the Oise there was yesterday a violent storm, 3,
particularly in Belglum., The day saw artillery fighting at certain :
points.
“Near Autreche, to the northeast of Vie-sur-Alsne, two German
attacks were repulsed. In the sectors of Solssons and of Rheims
there was no chauge.
“In the reglon of Perthes there was vory efficlent marksman- A

ship on the part of our artillery on the positions of the enemy, 5

“In Argonne the German attack on HIIl 2638, to the west of
Boureullles, brought no result, We took possession of several Ger-
man fleld works to the northwest of Pont-a-Mousson, in the only
part of the forest of Le Protre which |s still In the hands of the '
enemy. We here later repulsed a counter attack and maintained
all our galns,

*“In the Vosges thero has been a heavy fall of snow. The enemy
bombarded Thunn, but without inflicting serious damsge”

Two Repulses of the French
Reported by Berlin War Office

BERLIN (by wireless to London, Jan, 185, Assoclated Press).—The
Gernmman War Offics to-day gave out an official announcement as follows:

“In the nelghborhood of Nieuport yesterdsy there were
artillery ducls  Hritish mines ha've been washed ashore at several
places on the coast

*At La Dolssolle, northesst of Albert, our troaps. who again
had establshed themselves In the churchyard at La Bolsselle and
In the hamlet to the southwest, attucked the French with the
bavonet aod drove them from thelr o {ticns. We tock three offi-
cers and one hundred men,

“Soveral French trenches have been captured h m m

- lin




