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CHAPTER VI,
The Sleeper.

AMES COTTON had soomany

degrees from  universitice

I and Iearnad societios that

he inmisted on belng called

“Mreo Cotton HMia words

Wera mors precious than tha Anest

@b, and, being without alloy, were

Just se saft Iin was w0 groat a

savant that e had no need to elear

his throut, say “"Hum!™ and look like

an owl, Yer his decrecs wers final

In the United States; although there

were two other men o the world—-

ene 1n Herlin, atnvilier in Paris—to

whom bhe would recommend dissatis-

fied patients who had ho congldera-
tion for cust.

He was « close personal friend of
ftegent, and tud heiped him with the
alchemy portion of five-voluine
work.  Hut whon ! *friond."”
I mean simply t Lim liked 1o be in

his

Eald

Regent's coniga M Catton was
fncapabie of Luman foondalige; ho
was a4 man of scen pechaps only
the materializaiion of sclentific prn
clples, and wol 4 mau 4t all, Ue
Nked to study Hichard Hegent, whomn

he deseribed with some Latin phrase

which weant a freuk of nuture. Acs
cording o him, there was only ovie
head in this woild shaped lLike e
goat's, Wl the pronensiie  Cluaries
ter of the latter's toes had been the
Mt of 4 paper tead Wlote o
very  dcarued  soviely  wlieh  bad

VALV IRLICT Ls Lhye descriplive pottich
of s naae,

Tuvrviory, Mre. Cotton came frowm a
WAl il 10 the Grednwich nouse, 1o
cale o ¢ Tru ¥ Slhiualie, Wi,
beitg Wavion:ne and having woly a
basaivih Ivl Tual alid beor, Noad all Lhe
OuiBnard rigus ol o Wwan about Lo give
“notive.'”

‘Lo Mr. Prof, Dr. Chevalier I'asha
Cotton, Hiwuard legent suad folsing
©f Bluek Viusa HMousy, burgiury, Kode
BAPUE Vv Iuior buata, duniead

“Collull, thete's & 3o ung sauy e
SWIrs. Suv way bo aFwep, sOo may
Do druggint. 1 dult Rhew aid l van't

YO Yul ally duva oL e s gob dltae

Cuidiliuts,  Pivase Jdubl L aek v,

WBIL Jul LU J00k b Her wid el ue

W aL0 Cadl by wwanviitd, vl bicig
that e ordaiidty gereoil Vaiv du des
Leont dond—exu)l e vty

Me, Cotton Donit Les i pute and

sppod oIl Wpstairs e a cuud oo
shristmas morting

“U've un-
dressed the lady, sir, and put on one
of my own uigutgowns—it you don't
mind, sir—there nol being anyibing
elss In the Livuse she could wear, A
Jub It was, oo her sleepuog ke
et

SniMig lka a hungry mousa von-
Propted wWith o noew vare!y of clivose
Mr. Cotton bent over, diliating and
euntraviing the toatrils of his huge
Jack-in-thb-box tiose, the sole foaturs
of his face that bLad the diguity of
s

“No sign of awakening:

na eye-

winkitg; no sghing: nothing like
that, en™
Oh sir! Nathing llka that!*
thie pukid dassured Caraysiiy
Wl then” sald he, with intenan

satinfaction, "ali of Yol gL out and

Jeave o alone with et

At the expiration of perhaps ten
mautes, he  patteced  out, “Maonst
curlous,” he satd.  “Extraordinariy
Curi-nnal"

e w duwn 1o Lhie dining room,

ang jooked hostile,
to Know about
/ remarked furs
e speclalisis whom
it world, consider-

tuok o B OF Wing,
"Non lirahim oug
Lhiim—L1"v 5 » oo, he
ther, refubring to
he, and the Europ:

el e riue A

o BT | I man e yon
Posecdl to the o I s thotigh tke
eeliing w f et had for
sOmIe il A 4] iy Conviiiee
hine,

O, g, e ' gaid Richard
Rewgent HNus) rou duit'lt wmican
to tell me you're pugtiod,”

“Puncld 1 purid ME Cotton, “Neo
$m 0 A | VT 1
don't kinow anytlieme’ | e wlesn.
ing Like n bat N | ool drues

M enrtt, Lo Fivt ' shporind
Al ! i el lnnry
mley And | T I ! upr—=l
ean’t.”

e woditod 1} el an Af 12
were: the ! t Wit thiat
reaily vl 1 1n il < luntly
1 plawiad bt thn podermie
Byrine. 1 . (] nming the
groen Houal—-t [ Wl bl
purloinod f b4 fabiwe thie %
ia the | 1.

"I tnin . '] } 1' o
he bad =nu | YL v ol w
g a0
dithr W i t i ¢ 5

i e

1eia
PR f [ AT
ne 1 .
ry
A - | »

1) ‘ r

Ry .
LH i i
). I e replind, nnd

tered dowp 1o thie sulhy Schmalte,
otuntef by the same impulse, both
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| s | aw led the #alre
rom
¥ Ve tald
N Muleer wn
r [ L
b i pnid lisgent
f U Avvp Yud up bi
L] ' A s a8 ) oA
' b s waved anide he
" it sbe did not need rFest
I I her K
peihepr, na st i ng dow: at
! . rath i WA PoVe
M wil tasen dusn LR
Ol brushed 1t sod 1L blay jooss
L Lier romeslenf ¢hwekn (LT
Ve @irl undoubiwily was-—wilh a
- Al A o uth eETutalTe )y
LI Mar eomplemion wan Lint
Toyouing Bellth, and innocanie, ki
ANAEINGA thiere The slender, finglesy
I I8 jay  foidsid e e eave
ahjieanive of nienied roet
1t Ineredibles” aald 1
s atmnnt s pail Itichard Nas
" o think of Cottan pot kbow

Ma elinched his han is
Mind
] 4

ing <otton'"”
Il wet to the bottom of this
v, Jukes, 1Yl get to the bottom
1l

When Cotton dosan't underatand®”
I nakeil wonkly

Ho turned 1o mes a faos full of fitils
Wrath  FPernaps s was beginning o
reniiee tint Lo waa out of his depth,
that evansscent cieverness and dea-
ter 'y were of Jlittle Use In sotme altua-
tions

“Why,” 1| sald, bitterly, “wa know
nothing-nothing® [t"s all for nothing
ovarything wa've done. Those devis
have'

A elnctrlo bell jarred sharply le-
1ow

“I hops that's eolneldenca™ 1 re-
marked, after 1 had got my hraath

You and sour ecouit!”™ Ye susared
fldara'y
The el rang again
“ihive me vour revolver,” 1 sald,
piddenly making up my mind L'l
answer je*

His cantempt stung me
A the reason,' 1 sald, “You're
i valuabie one I'm not. 1 you
Hear ma wWhistle, bar the door, and
T .-;.!-_.--‘. for tha pollce. Under-
stund T

He  copcuread reluctantly, and
elipped the little automatio pistol into
my hand

A third Fiag orcuread

“T'must mav, that's protty dacant of
you- goang down., Hut why answer it
nt all™

“AnYIRIng's better than not under-
standing, 1 suppor.” 1 replied, using
the expression That had become n
cateh phrase with us since this af-
falr began.,

“Lon't mget hurt, Jake' he sald,
moved, and gripped my shoulder af-
foctionat .

“Thanks.”™ 1 replied, in a husky
tone. “Look out for yourself, Dick."

Ho remained by the door. Hughes,
pajaman under an overcoal, was sdip-
ping Jdown from the servants' floor;
above ghowed the frightened face of
Marie,

o to bed,” T directed them, "It'a
all raehe”

I waited for them to reascend; then,
as the beli rang for the fourth time,
| snapped on the hall lights beluw,
opened the door, and admitted the
Haven.

Wa stared steadlly at each other,
He saw that 1 held the automatio pls-

fol in my hand, and nodded compre.
hendingly iellbarately, 1 tried to
pucker my Lipsf It was not wn tme.
wmediate surcess, and wnen the sound

dil come 1t lacked valu!

However, 1 Kknew that 1t had
reached Regent; for from above Cainhe
the distinet sound of a door shutting.
Ity drawing on my imagination, 1
conld also deluda mysell into belley-

that | heard & teiephone recelver
K.

inge

CHAPTER VIII.
We Lose,

1117 mora I looked at the
taven, the more 1 wondersd
his unconcerned altitude.

at
The fact that, at aearly 3
o'vlock In the mornicg, he
was ringing ap prople who disliked
L —-people wive «ousl band him over

1o the police Ly mers telaphoning, as
I was sura Hegen! was now doing—
fid that he sntered with wil the bore-
dom of a soclel Lon who came Lo o
publle dinner aeainst his will, evoked
i fovling within

& rresist

more. than  evor

Wwe

Gle LHAt Lo alid- A
nd that he looked on me much ue 1
should consider & snapping Jo g,
1 sought refugs o rudencss, "What
m o held do you want ' 1 demnded,
“sorry 1o disturb you,”" be said,
with ne more feeling thau & dJeuntist

WLHCLINE Wurribie pain, aud betraying
avpueritical  sulicitude, “But  that
yuMiig wuiman will bave to ocome
hauvk, Mr. Winwra

e wus pot pusiig. e was speak-
B Lalurdily eabd voiciig wWuast be
videnley considercd Lo be w COUBBUIY &=

o & TS S
Wolirs juusg wolan | ashed Ap-
g Wolle yolh atul Mr,
S T PR 1 >uady.er
Fejiadrriay, ol s wuialliuli-
(VR YWe Luuugut Al
kb gulie duwie e Loug
Bog RBD Lig it UETWEe we
y lale reful, Yuu
Pl reut 1L wuy rosuit
F youd an Aslhivug i
s ot bow you Celiddet
ey al .
AU 1u ashiool 1o u
LY e | 1
L sivdwssary for Yuu to do
ved,” be tepuaed, avrivlisly "o,
3 Winters, | can't Jduay here 1
ay Ihat youne wutindll aiust s hisok
witlin the poxt bour  Jleliove ne,
W il W i toody #iLher you o
Mi 1 i b i Pleuss do nod
Fitie 1 ;
UM, Yl en to mel'” 1 sald
Wihen vou e 101 whistles, That
Woas The gknai for M it Lo lein.
T o T T e his. no doube
Vodine s As for you and vour
dnse, sou'll BAhd out who's guing
Ty ‘ (L £ E UL TR o T Mr ) .
i | B L i
! L U e nsked, with re
Biect—the first nite that volos hisd
Bvar stk tridy purely Jetnched
Uncanearn,
“Yes, James Cotton’ I gloated.

“He's seen the young woman, and I

Enva Litn tue aytinge and the botue

uf greon atuff that 1 took from the
RUNLE Al the oell when we relesssd
hor "

“Tharks for teliing me about Mr
Cottan,” he patd I must go and see
him,

“You think you can scars him* |
ARrked contemptucynly,

Mo do not go wbout frightening
peapie” he replied quietiy,

Al how  abuut the police?"
o medd, Arcn't you thankful to me
fur telling you about them

e allowed his lipa to twiteh Inte

what he evidently considered to be &
minlie, "The poiles! Ah! The polica!
Yes—uf ¢ourme*

e doorbell rang again. We eyed
one @gnotler

“The poilea™ he gques vl

“Yeowm the polies 1 aa AATAEelY.
"AND dun't you move, my friend ! As
I spuko, 1 boecked toward the Jdaor,
with the plstol levelled at Win fure-
head. He showed no con 1 opens

ed the door by twistiteg my hand be-
hind e,

TOh, you, Wintera!™ 1 heard ghrupt-
Iy, “"Yes—just the mun | wanted to
see. What's this s tomfoolery®

It wmas Mr Cotton, returabd.  He
mhut the door behiogd me, and pulled
down the levelied pusatol

That | wua surprised to sea Him, in-
Etead of the poley, I puttiog 1t mijdiy.

v

He had not bhad time to ach hus
houss in Bryant Park: cortadnly that
0 whould have analyzed the green

fluld was beyond the wildest flignt of
imaination, However, his presence
boistered up my dwindiing determina-
tio

vow," sald 1 trinmphantly to tha
unweltonn visitor,. “Now 18 yYour
timie to threaten Mr. Cotton, if yuu
winh."

“You ure Mg, Cotton?" ssked the
Raven. 1t was apparent that he re-
gnnted the sminent man with consid-
eralbie resnect,

Hut Mr. Cotton had no time for
him, just then, and sald so, without
appearing to be rude,  “If you'll step

into the dining rowvin for a moment,”
He added, to e, “there's somethiog 1
want to sy to you"

"1 ahan't let this fellow out of my
alght,” 1 responded Armly. “I'm Just
holding him here until the police
iome.  We've telephoned for them,

Al —

"¢ 1 #miled talerantly

s cthen said Cotton, and
mopjend his brow. "I havea't any
Lo to waste, I don't know what all
this s, but I've got 1o have some

light shed on semething, It I'm golug
to help you"

He throw open the dour of the littla
reception room, and addressed the
Haven, YiMlige e & mument”

“Cortatnly, Mr. Coti Al 1o the
Faaven went,

Mre. Cotton turnsd the koy in the
lock. As e again turued 10 me |
poled that L was & man in very evi-
dent distress.  He Anshed out of hig
pocket the bottle of green stuff and
Lhe syrings.

1 was cxamining thoas in the mo.
tor,” he suld, by the electric lleht,
And I want to know h y ORI
to bo by your hands—aoh

I knew by hila tons tha
woitieLhing wt Then 1

"y
e
there wan

v that

s,

bin finger indicated & monugeam on
the silver syringe. This @ had not na-
ticed Before: now 1 saw (L o ha that
neeurael blpock orose, with the jotters
“K.C.NLYSMinterwoven helow It

“Ivr vou Know what thosa nitiale
mran™ | ueked eugerly

Initinls, bk I'he wee| krow
that, Don't you seo that 1 in lnvert.
I\..‘“

It waa s‘ranea that I had not no-
Heod thia hefors: hut now | saw that

the ecroas in question wis, indesd,
upside down, In other words, the ver.
tical atroke wis lon above the hor-
izontul than holow {t,

“That means nothine 10 ma™ 1
aaid,

Ha had workeid himsalif into a fury,
And wuas dancing wbout tha hall
“Nothing te you? Noo no—of eourss
not!  Why shonld 17 That Is as (it
phould be.  What shonld it mean to
you, this symtud? But to me- ah
Yo Bave been f n snmsthing

aat doss not ¢

Rogent, with his s

L he Cioversss

oh? Havesdroplng? Hpying® o
wonder 1 eonldn't Jiscover why
Youn womnn  sleptnmall wondaer!
Ot with thn story, you moddier!

1 falt s A mun might fesl whoss
own father suddenis fomd nunds
Wirh g eat of steeet ruManm tn attack-
e him. B, before | codad anawer
with the tndignition which the eck-
» serie] ta warrant, | heard Ha.
Eont's voics nn the ianding wbove

Saakal Injoel™

"¥Yen, Dok Don't hothar ma* |
al‘---\\-j:!--l “Go b, and shut the

1Tt T heard hin feat on the landine
@ fow he appeared st the hend of
the atnirs

“Cama hars, T el vou! Come hera!
Hova yvon g that mai safs

“or the present, yos.* 1 renlled,
nat ktiowing, then that trearhery
Vas R 1a coiue from Che of Liin hest
frienis

“Wall, eovma hara Por A moment

Wiera in hn?"
“lockal up in tha reception romn
Mr s back ™

11t Heden: wan 4

n warriad s Ao

§ i virAa Alr 1 - L}
i T i 4 N ITAS _.I L i flafie, I'I
t " fAauY Kep LA SRS
dovr, and doen’s lst b feliow out
Jakets
I went up the stalrs wrathf gy,

"What do you want?"'

A

"U'ome 10 e teinph ‘ I'he g »
WL Py atter noto oy I ha
I'm drunk, or eraay. I want A
talk 1o them

By this thna | wan ke A man ¢line
Ine to & ok 'n & stormy sea, wit
GLlAr mirvivors of & weesck cont inual
feyine to Immersn him  Into {he rooin

I went, and grabbed up the teleplonm
receiver, Jamming it down haif a
JURED lirtes

A W "
Ankind g Pratful fan
supptlsd 1 I tranmmitted
mation, with an a

What numhe:
m Yoles Pegant
!\. i* f.r

Hinration for has's

“Naw, then voman's wolee an
treated; Ywhin ars vau, and what 4
bou want™ Yes, this 1s pollce heal

guArtors
I want to apsak to the chlef? of pa
vee"
This mgn
H, W

Erestad with & kinllv
I aroussd s to dsapera.

"Nea, liors, Heutenant
whatever yon ars. This I8 no Joke
I'mi a respectable eittzen, and T de-
tiand polics protection. 1I'm A housa.
Boller, o taxpaver, and a voter; anld
thara'll ba an Invest'ention that'l st
You an your sar, If vou don't giva ma
A littie morn reapect Now, sharp's
the word: you send twa  policemen
aronund Lere, In the hieeest hurry you
evar eent anvbody n*

I ndded the pddress, and was ara'n
treated to a superlor chucrk's

“Thoueht 1t was voi. That Kind of

perpsant. or

fake talephona mescien don't wor X,
pentiamen It's anothear woles, hut
that dossn’t matter. 17 vou want i
Heamen, vall eome Arr ind hare and

SO YONr camd——or g0 to the atation
In vour own precinet, '* you'rs in A
hurry. Wa'va hnd enough of thosa
phony ealls for help " Tle terminated
tha intarview by hanging up his ro-
calver

As hast T oould, T rapaatsd hia
words to Negant, who atamped noroas

the roam

“They sald that to ms, the beasis!
T fike "= lla piysnd e
fTvi's L man Cotton's known and
porpcted Wa'll CCHE| (Cot:
Comes

I did not come, 1 let him go M
“if, 1 nat down beside the bed ant

two lee-cold banda to a thrubibing
il Lifeing my eyves presently,
il Ol The catsn JF teongijes
Bue atill slept peacefully,
Gradualiy, 1 guieted down as 1

Watviwd her, Tuis girl must be pros
truiel, knd protection was best given
hvr by cool Leuds, The tiystery be-
viime 4 ascondary consideratiun, 1f
peaple Chose o surronnd themssives
With the trappings of a me.odramas,

that was their affalr. Whut prin-

Py atiersl was tha® we Lad
Broughit this gk o fory, and that
wi noedad wll our wits e ksep lier
e re Phiong feaw miinutes of Kaking

wt b fave dild me & groat amoutt of

ko, b oros, w mian preparsd for
nt.ything
L ofiveded to e, AL tha battom of
0 i stood Thehiarg Begent, atut-
1 hing i particaiare
' Valtan e ankod dully

Y Floseliingge abhout e
olong wod drawing-r Wi, wnid

 efileping

ki
iR Lhres or Tour titnes, 1 tyried toe
utlock the door of the rocoption reoom,
i whh b had lorkml the Hlaven
The dior stopd ajur
U WS necessury for s to enn

Jure up the fuce of the sieaping eirl
puture | bBod the couruke to pusi it
<pen and turn on the eisctric lights
1 guossed that | should ses no pris-
Gy, | owas correct In tny  SUiee,

Thw reception room wais siupty |

1 stepped from the buil iute
0ol nigot alr, the automatic pstal
i my Haml Flio rirost was e L |

Fur the Hrat tie (o sy Hfe | guve

the

lenard Megent an order, and tha
tone iy which | gave 1@ nt him o
wWithinut & qurstion *saa Intue ha
gurags and ase i you can't find
sonoalte

[ AT wbogt two utea
T Al { Bohmai's was uot in
the g in L pleeping QuUAT-
tors

“Tha machine's gane, 1 supposs? 1
ked diglly

19 nt e 4. 1n the
e 1 ¥
S0 i was not e far ate
o batray us, to decan wisd -
COrmy, and leave us 1 titne of
L it | He thust conve IF PULRGY
by mennn of Hegort's own
YoM, oven to the eatae
chanffenr!  Of eayris 8
retyrncd with Mre, Cott
pntural that, TNegont ha
Hehmn e under Me, O
the ehauffeyr would =
pent man, and any eqamg
ever Gtton minifost
takin
5 I 1 tant
J te 0 T
& 1
! T, ] 1
st vaig's
i L]
ol
AWEAT HEE v nee* ' oW 4 Ans
wond 1T we're eenlly go e 1y Liw of
DY s InRcd 9 tha e Tady g
pLars. we'lve got to do somae brain
work. And more than elther of us

has ever dous before. ™

TALLER Mary

o
DRoON r

T THE uuaans "\'.\N:.‘Udt."'n
Ad 1 told hin quickly Jus' how Bandouffs wade that wil hoia him;
Hiattor s stood with regard to Cotton,  there leo't o sl 48 couidn t hrealk
Hoe turnnd away and began to paca out of; pob  pob evien Prantentiary,
the halll s fave stony. “Clot that 10 wasi't tor the Eaurds
erter, Jaken “Im that a0 elaculaled the taller
W loft e with Mre. Ashford” |eae mian e bad evilently made up lils
mitnded Wim, mind to ar by wild statement,
VU the cross was invertad ™ Vlhen, porhiaps, your frend will
“I notiesdd that 1t was on the breglc awav from thowa '
rvriner when Mre. Cotton pointed the An e spoke, the mix faoter fasten.
Lt aut to o me. 1 oauppose 18 wae on o) the “brgeeloa” an the man who
the letter, (o™ madv hls bving by getting rid  af
Fuany | didn't notics 100" e aaid, thei Bt ofihves josked trivem
There was @ half-untoelioving, hulf- phani
horrilied ook on his fove thal gave “Come gloms, now, you Twe., ren't
me uneaniness, You tiake any traubie"™ msid the tal-
"t doesn’'t mean anvihing?™ [ ler man, and epened the Qoer.
R | A sergving v 1
“Iva in Lulll and Albestus Mag- Welve ot N mir'" gatd the six-
nur he replled, ataring steadily at footor, ar el
tha floor At now g pent-up wrath broke
e the alehemists ™ 1 was glag W l 1V the pdlowpens wilh
of the ,—t-.n‘.. to sneer a Ltte Ay YU [ wo b A vans by,
it n Ny he continued, without soeing that vur auditors remnained Tm
expresston, “something unholy- dla. Passive, I maneged o calm myseif
bolteal, It was the devil's trade. Sufficiently *o asic @ quesiion,
murk flack marele *oiaone uned What does this foollshitiess moan ™
to b Inbellsd with tt" I'erhiapn we had impressed the aer
"I'ha  devil’'s trado-mark® Dick, ® iy ir command of dosoriptive
don’t bha ohildish! ThHis—why, ek, Vi fhe s At any rale, s condvacend -
we havent done anvihing but poke ! DAL 1 LEETR LT
fin ot the personal devil fetion for Wa ver our ordstae ha sald
Y. Yol moke up s Natan; THhroaly 1 vor'll glanee aves that,
\ T —  Man, you're crazy!® I it syl | I It wiirre
“Da you uidorstand thia busineas' Mo bad taken foom hin inside ponket
WA whispered v printed form which, on being un

A wilence fell betwonn us e ro.

furod to mest my eyes

Somebody tapped ot the dopr ot
alde.

We wera oL ounre fie nll s asane
Iy, stutlk terrar | . ves iwnl—he
assurcd mo afiorwird=—n moe For

n moment aeither of us etirred: *Aen
he mastered Nis foelings and, hending

aver, pulled aside the curtaln and
peered throurh the glass
“"Juke—they ment the polles, aftsr

all!™ he half sobbed

| sprang to his stde, “I'ha reassur-

ing soght of two broad ¢lests, adorned
by rows of nin , THeL tny
oy, Fiagerly, 1 reached forward to
apen the door; but |§ hard Hegent
wan ahead of me

“iood evening, gentiomen ™ said the
tallor of the two eI re—a Math gt
1) six foet two, The other -a mers
si-foatopr =repovad hia helmet, and
cipaed pesapiration from his forehend.

“Weoeltm parey to put 304 to &t this
tront'e,” 1 began, 1 fant i
L] “ n.."

Tho taller AT Ahoke aalin Susk
Hy, glaneing wround as thaugh he &ne

fpatisd teo Jin “Where milehit wa
und Mr., Hogent=—Mre. Itichard e
gent

“And Mr. Jaenh Winters " added
the pox-footer, also e

Wo disciosed our (dent!t es

YHSorry o opul you (o o much

trouble,” 1 repaated, pince be had not

moemed to hear me at frsl, “1Hut tha
fuct 18 our prisener escaped, Wa
WAnNR you ta witch thia =8 fop thy
reamaindnr of the ¢
“What ars You g oing toodo with
that piatol?™ kel th r e
man, digrecyriliige we I hild tann
it 1] Hat Wwans Whae
as ! e werev m A
a1 Lo i i
{ I m |
oY f v puc kit
LU Y 3o . nE that's
Ll iy 1+ L thaee He dis
yoid R pair af 1 wted hand.
A} YO miny neaf ther ' [ agresd
' p ' W rRD
Vorgi = 1o noafraii
3 “ 1t ' .- \\ il
" ‘ e [
T i I thoue
£t fn ' | Hii] g
i fr ¥ " ~ maY'y
wr f the ood n )
hestida tim
e shapied them an 1
TR N ’ yan'f ) »
I | and my
' Risii] hold me
! i il ne out n
wt 1 1
o t ¥ LR 1) ]
A . i f
= thore, fip
AN iind the alw
.
] Foophopt i ¢
Bt L | rd Regen?
A [ Veiimah T FLarinR wt

thelr stunpid ..‘. ko "Don't you know
Mr. Regen!? There lsn't & palr of

s, meeaiied o have had 1ts bhanks

filledd Iy by e ons 10 A Jdesperate
Loarry t WO h Warrnnt « ng fur
[ et t Nichard Hepesnt and
i Wi b e AER® WAN
] fis A
It “w Jereinrrng i f st ns b
Tnmws Cultin, spuken of w0 bl
vapert!
CHAPTER 1X.
The Law.

Howa priasdd our hondds frong
the l""l"|l nent ’ Whew what
egont wan golig 'o  do
He was!vd noe time ha

handeuffa dropped suddenly
the policemeny frol and w biow
od fial drove thie

at
from ltegent's elinely
taller man Into the yiass-paned door
the upper part of his bady toppiing

hackward, sot In Jagged plans, Re-
gent stoops ) wund caukht hia feel and
the man's beels want up. Thera fol-
iowed & heavy thud In the vestibula,
The other wen had drawn revols
vers, Maptiacivl amn | was | thraw my
Lody agalnst them, and the sergeant
mn In s Krip This
disposed of Bin for the moment, and
Regent grapiood with the sis-fooier,

The poi an‘s slen and strengtn
wam of [iis avall aga tat the tra.ned
musc.on of 4 man ke Rugent, Dowa
he went on Lo head apd o Jutnprened
I vk, W A nlitagoniaty Lig ro-
\ L} i i il
it I a4 wWilm momsntary
Gy £ tho darantivss al the
sl ppTang a Neurs, spo
| PR | ! [ sl o It
an’t § LT I 3
t v W T in n
" W b ad ' tum
I 11 VIS et Lure gpen !
i ning to thea fray,
It ¥ v Wera NV CHRBATY,
| ra it Wark
v “ 1At with the
o st than the Haven,
I Sl | : LY e gents relaxed
v, nodded " 3 unen anyd
Wit ol ST BT T
e ple | L Irom the house
(15 S} LR L I tWo puditetiien
r wed, cRrrvingg boerent, At tl ar-
- aln r wik. T, It conveyed
pa o oapeodily o Washingtun Higuare,
Jlespes | Wila * 1 tonlight and the sep-
Ky ] ' v w houwe which, |
p w fir that of thin Mayor of New
\ i
- ‘ W Heke it Had been pestiore!
' wimess, WEd Ly the timne |
P bern comforinlbdy gented In a
vathior fHsir, b Wis Broneht in by
him tweo wuarids He wus cnrasod be
THLRR"" M, Dale and st
4§ L take off the nandouffs, air®
it Ly i .
! 1
w it T TTE TR YR T
i } L nothlt foRoaw 1
Rewrat I n P they hadl not gom
through the farce of handcutfing Lim
apaiIn,

“Very sorry, uir,” sald the sergeant
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; . , (CHAPTER X.
r balky Fhosas A bou e’ y
Hinm taatd e By Special Licenae.
' ' nat e relas g LY 4, howa  hBarrowitg
« My W i ' ' >
Tuhs 7. mnyl ow malil "hm t ! .. ¥ i '!l'
Wiy AnY afand outeide As Ihtiviate feslings of 1}
It | mrlan ‘his gone, b rharmitare e v male
il ’ V' tefarence ¢ aon. -
Viemte t, Wr attan ™ he sa'd, Pur T haratre Sl e
thnp and dme the trallnr, w - ' . &F the tw
| the amsiirance *a nod cheetily o g L | Atweott tha fire
« h srding  our ATLS ANt f W | Lady ar
eA hoat the afrern ~ na Mlasan winge
LA T the p emen out. Wiw wav oack 0 ye of Greenwioh
! el Prast .

- L A' A were hattp b
nataties withdrew, at . . . o ™ b iy
nsn. tak r my hand LR L Vor the situation outslds
n When the gour "0 Insacs asvium, Negent and |
e the Mayor sl PARA ] aur words fo kesp et tongue

Ay, 0N W | -t A0 Llis peatia 1n the matier which the
Pant e f Ko T
" £y « aliver ot wi K o Was pimased 1o des'rihe a8 oU
e ALY A o b eompart inaty We mute two me
o Noldding gare, tha othep Mgalint the worid, the aw and the
gareiiers usvil's trade mark
v At Mght up™ he g Mr Cutten provided us wilh seme
o I, wi n il b A MR, BNl B g tabiers i mad ihat we
b vV ovol W not dinces moght neod them, and admitied tha
; 1 the it - e Hay the use of morphoa under certain el
e ’ Jsiance s was noat Lo b depireea e
W he TP [0 Htly. e Ak, Ao, we had managel to nlne;
1 " o LN | il . Nap lirough the pamatnder of that aven'
. f o, LIk Yo Tl naht o amd it of the succesding
"Iodare w boneed 1t approved (PO Ddeed | oslumibered until 1 was
May A L omwallowed ¢ flory A% akaned Uy our ook, & Freae!
stuif Nuw, Mi, ogent’ SWins, who had come to lay bis trou
ot Lo tne (R4 well w! ’ll." biva efore mn
The Mayur g Tered the sliver bos. Fiat Marie she has not come
NW, Wi s bl o malid cugmfort, e s l:-l Amd At is | who hawe a din
il y It appears, from my friend hnr . Womessirurs to vonslder thi
Mr Cottons conant, that viuw gen. (0 Whan five gussia are te |
einen liab i wimsn atlach of hale ciw. And that taspard -ha (s here
ation ther words, Yot have 00 10 halp me!  Kven tha chaulfeu:
Lowty renid mnny novels atong 1 cRnaot find Monsteur has ailowss
sompr Vorgia and Gian Glaisagae, Hhen L ave Lhe chuck - they are dis
have g Wi Lo imaagins that a Q:l!..l"v MY
ELEel § e ey Atates ol nffalte exe ot out!™ T ordersd him, putting
' B o rsertiin place in New York, 8 hanl to my bead
Pl ot Noludes & bol'af that  Bomshow, | managed to make an
v fen el i beautiful giel, in MORAY Jub of diesaing myself. lovea-
A ALIIEN win, from the ciutopes of YEation  of e ssreants’ slesping
ma mort ot Miack Hand or blaek [V00e disciossd that, not enly had
LoF Aeinty,  ALE 01001 BANUTeS e h'lni.-u, and Marie taken thanisslvoes
thnt o oword from e will clear st 17 DL Their lugeage, also, was ab
et mwan, Al et you wili walke M0t A visit 1o the garage showed
Cut Of thiw Dowse perloc iy sane men HaL Behmalia had evidently olaaned

afid olled the motor car hefors follow
hi tha exampla of Jasper Hughes and
Matie Thomus  His quarters, above
hise of the car, wers denuded of ali
hin parsanal belonginas.

Not one of thess threo worthias bave
I over asen since. 1 do not apean
fiarshiy of themn, however, 1o the light
of recent knowledge, for I am awary

“odont think we will, If you cobe
tioua that style of conversation,” sald
Hepent ateadlly. "W know w'hat we
htvew, and-

Coms, gentismen,” plaaded the
Fravar suavely “You wouldn't care
to ba Incarcerated in Matteawan, oF
suthie uther Insans asylum, simply be.

CCLTECT S It-n-ul"“.'l"l“‘--'“ Ad e the nriuments that were used to
iyl fuiie R "“ vatng "I MY ke them decamp so speedily
.".'I.ia"'r-l.. Dichibs li"“ 1 lenve | cullmd off the dinner party fo:
o ko night, freat n, that "'_"‘_"f" Tt night aod busied my send, e
Vo Ieidingg quear (e tions about bimck o0 ns possible, by visiting smploy -
o st sleaplng maldans, it wold Axwncies in the hopa of replee'n
ooHronseary for Lhe Dmpartment Bor . e oneg o e ety
s oCrainml Insane 0 take you In 4. Hegatit, ha Lept to his poon
i ‘.‘t- ally, geatiemen, that woull and 1 t:-I not get o sight of him th.
ilay man from Ashford’ how
Popent aud | exchangsd glances, (uilsd with the dm; ot nlalurf'n: h“:r
VOr nonthe open. twr Two, Schuyler Place; but Hegen

Cla 1 possibin” 1 saked, trying te
Biak guoeliy, "that you are in leagus
Wit theas peacpis—that they have
yuil in thelr hands?"

Winters,” broke

willy answersd, through his bedroon
duor, that he would ses no one. T
second day brought Mr. James Cotton

It I8 neellass 10 say that my par

In Cotton, “the of the lnterview was fey. Mr. Cotton

Mavor s acting at my request. | sxeamed o take my attitude B
- noout of & warm bed Lo eome  prantad, w asting no time In urging
Guwi and explatn to you. | Ot e 1o forget and Porgive, He wmereis
Care hurt  Hegent's profeastlonal . pgasted that 1t woild be better fur
peputation. Cant you pnderstand?™ 5 nersons coneerned tf 1 would yield

Yoult 1 spluttered, “You dare @ to common sense and adviss R t

to asll the house and be done with It

When 1 followad his suggestions,
through the medium of a door aia:
Hegout suggestad that | should en

Ay wo At lnmaus—you, whs coulda’t

tell why thnt wirl was slenpine!™
Wikt Bd ™ his nakesd aungiy.
“Ivmn youl™ frothed Regen!, got

thne to his feets “launn you, Cotton He was paie, but no longer distraugh’
yirll 1L date Kay yud didn't mow "'k not goiag to scll that house.
Lt givkt Juke L sild, "U'm going to lve L

e ankod galin, it

into his ohalr,

WLt girl?™
Hepgont sank bk

Le Cotton downstalral”’
learning that he was, he had m.

i volk Up the canversation, uds rejliast the eminent man to co
foemningr the Musor, "IF you will ba  SNow  Cotton,” he sald Iﬂ: :l
ponl enot te come mreund to MY going into any discussion of yeu:
Legont's owse, I Grevawich, and potives In throwing us down the wa'

louk at the younk iady wae speak of,
and then, 1 you will bring in & phy-
slolan who will meanage (b Awaken
Ler, we shall be gratified.™

W LR mgreod the Mayor. aris-
e “1f you will kive me Your word
to attempt no violenes, should 1 cons
piador it best for you to return here—
0" 10 ba sont visewhers ™

1 amsured him as to 1his, and Rogent
coulirmed ma We deacionded the stalrs

you did. I assume that, lo some wa)
vou ure foreed to Jo what you are do
‘o Wo'll lenve It at that; a man’
Kot & small chance, with the polic
Wil the Clty governument intimidated
Hut you vstensibly come from these
ool whowver they are- urging te
to il & plece of property that mos
rtainly belongs to me. Now, Iwe
Kol one answer to make to that I'l
woll the property wnen that yowns

o the man foor, whers tha Mayor "

slisped. thia & SrERtonmat Al s Eoft i:.ivm.."v..::-ﬂ-wﬂ to this house. An.

Yar whish he puiled down over his Hegont,” sald Mr Cott —a it
Bl 11 3 s Is

eyva,

The motor car was & Iargs ons; but,
WIth soven people to carry, 1t was
crawded, The prospect of gotting to
the bottom of the Wffair In a few mo-
saneil al thought of dis-

sadiy, I thought, "yau think »
seoundrel, don't von* ; —_
_Megent  ahrugecd  his  shoulders
Not after | didi t Ko to Mntteawan,
lim replind. “That's what | slippose |

ients Jdisip
L} 0 nfort from my mdnd, wover: and :::'“:i' ".'.- dona L tiey've pu’
| Listened 1o the Mayor's pe wipall [0 fear of God into me- and into you

1o, 1 suppose. Hut that's the mes
saka you can give them. They cau't
Rovp e from Lviog in my owa house
you kngw.' .

talk on affalrs of the day with an in
teront whichh 1 bhoped was Oattering.
We reached our atrest, coid and e

perted under & yellow moon. Our i Ay
housa was dark, Hegent F Ras oitton leansdd over, "R t,
front donr wnd that of 1 ¢ muid, b tone Patherly, "if | were
puanping on the hall lehts. e ‘-,l 1 furget about that woman, 1
broken Elans had heen removed, and wonlld ha hest If you Jdid,"
thie ik ourtain draw aven I \ e Wia 4 certain whimsion
yolh Wil come upatales, gentis. Bl abaut Regent's face swhen hy
met suUgented Hegrn Alked Mr oftun i Wile acguaint
Woa s wiv, and wers followed ) WiTH all the dlseasms.
by it At Maver, the police Well, | a0 roturned Cotton
- : ¥, e sappod SOTHeWhat  pusdal ar e turn th
on the Lalits ot the second lupding, Soisersation had taken "Bt
aud patise .I:“'uhn‘ Al purEued Legen
It miiy bHea bettar to have the ml"'\.]- e
innll-snrvant g it e roam Hirsd, W % v v .
N WHER wrd mped off 1o The Top e o W00 A8 IS Che now
fuop tu o Murin We waited f Giriend When | e b e Sur
aome tiiie befare he returned; wWe w1 .’ g G A
coritid hear him opening and abutting e | o .
i o miave AN Ca for Maria Y i Mr " Bin
andag L] i 1 » A Luve ¢ iwgin " T M
tr " . - ) s Yonu mindg IR 0 1
Marie and lthuehes are gone W sang L) tell themn | ) ‘Yea .
ot Y e I vire not up thors I whht You F
We N e 1t AT Lo, o i ok
RS nd on tha doar of tha roeom 12 Yoo 1 il -
w e Lila Lanid it Apled el B Mt © - and
€3 Rt 1 \ ma plasad iy
i LB -r_\f.- 3 I'. 0 Be Cantisumd )
adlatlig & pitnk-and-greon Bl
i i .. - YA M ; 3
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