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“Convict’s Story Insufﬁcient to Pre-
vent Becker’s Electrocution,” Says
Governor After Hearing Sing
Sing Prisoner.

ALBANY, July 24.—Governor Whitman heard to-day in his private
office in the presence of Deputy Warden Charles dohnson of Sing Sing
Prison, the story of Joseph Murphy, a convict, who claims to have heard
Rose, We‘hcr and Vallon conspire in the Tombs to fasten the murder

of Herman Rosenibal an Cliarles Becker.

The affidavit of Murphy is to file with the papers in Becker's motion
for a new trial which is fo come up for argument in New York Monday
morning.

“Convict Murphy's story,” said the Governor,
after listening to and quesioning the volunteer Becker
aid, “bears all the earmarks of his own deceit and
Becker's inspiration. It isimmaterial and insufficient
to prevent Becker's electrocution.”

Murphy admitted, the Governor sald, thal he had talked with Becker

in the death house at S8ing Sing prison on the evening of June 20 and that
on the following day had written to Bourke Cockran informing him of
overhearing the alleged “frame up”

The guards who had permitted Murphy to enter the dealh cell would
be dismissed Monday, the Governor sald, after verifylng the fact that
Murphy had talked with Becker by comnmnicating with Warden Osborne of
Hing Slng.
guards he was a member of the Mutunl Welfare League and offering to sing

for the condemned man
The Governor got Warden Thomas®
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Mur'phr arrived here handouffed to
Keeper Johnson when the Empire
State Expresa rolled in. and wan
taken directly to the Executive Man.
sion. He talked with the Governor
over two hours nnd was then whinked
pack to Sing Sing. The Governor

Islands
The trawler star of Peace also was
torpedoed and sunk off the Orkneya.

The crew woas landed at Biromnposs,
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GORIZIA CAPTURED,
SAYS MILAN REPORT

Despatch to Geneva Quotes Many
Persons as Declaring ltalians
Have Won.

(Continued on Fourth Page.)

BUSINESS IS
PICKING UP!

The “Help Wanted" Advertise-
ments of The World are con- |
sidered as a safe guide to judge

GENEVA, July 24.—A despateh to the
Tribuna from Milan says: “Many
persons arriving at Milan state that

business conditions by. after wevers fghting the ltallan
v troops have taken Gorizia."
—

Last Week The World Printed

7,072

*Help Wanted" Advertisements,

or 5,442

more than were printed in the
Herald and Times added together,
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Murphy gained admittance to the death cell by telllng the |
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RESERVE ARMY

0F 200,000,

ARGER AND BETTER NAVY
WILSON'S PLAN OF DEFENSE

A
v

Official Statement Issued at the
White House Says the President
on Return From Cornish Will
Take Up the Question.

(8pecial from a Staff Correspondent of The Evening World.)

WASHINGTON, July 24.—N

ational defense is the next importani

subject President Wilson is studying. From the White House to-day

thege was issued this statement:

“The Presldent has been comsidering every phase of this Im-
portant matter and Intends; while away, te give much of his time
to & full consideration of it. Upon his retuarn from Cornmish, there
doubtless will be conferences between him and the Secretarles of
the Navy and War. The purpose of these conferences will he to
procure Information upon which he can base a fair, reasonable and
practical programme of national defense.”

No Intimation is given i exscutive
elrclea of what course the FPresident
will take between the peace advo-
catem on one extreme and the big
army and big navy advocates on the
other,

It was hinted ofMcially that with
the dispateh of the emphatic note to
Germany, tha President had decided
to hasten ths reports and recom-
mendations being preparsd by the
War and Navy Departments for the
rogular session of Congress, so that
all necessary informatlon might be
avallabie If emergancy aross,

MAY RAIBE RESBERVE ARMY OF
500,000 OR MORE.

The President hopes to lay founda-
tions for a permanent national policy,
particularly for the army. Detalls of
A reserve ayalem being planned ars
withheld, but It s sald the alm of
the general staff la to creats a re-
serve army of at least (00,000 men
and possibly more. Increases Are
planned (n the regular army posta
at Hawall,
Panama Canal sone, with a material
Ingronss of the forces In Continental
United Stales,

In the navy, work Is proceeding
| stendily on the perfection of the sub-
marine and the acroplune, Attention
lias been concentrated on putting the
navy op an equality with the most
efMelent.

Although the navy general board
has not completed ita plana, It Is
understood, authoritatively, that at
lemwst thirty submarines and possibly
fifty will he asked of Congress when
the reports are submitted. Work on
shipa now bullding |s to ba rushed,

‘The President wanta nothing to dls-
turb conditions In the navy yards,
und at his dirsction, Secretary Tu-
multy hos Informed smplovess of tha

r““”'" receive | washington yard that the Prasident
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When William J, Bryan was Secre-
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WORK AT CORNISH,
NOTONAVACATION,
WILSON DECLARES

President Takes With Him a
Mass of Papers Which
He WIll Study.

CORNIBH, N. H., July 24.—Proai-
dent Whison arrived here shortly
|after one o'clock thim afternoon for
his #econd vislt of the wear at the
|summer capital,

The President told an admirer al
Bellows Falls, Vt., whore hig train
stopped for a few minutea, that he

vacution.
{ "l cwne
| portunity for work,” he sald.

mass of papers of different suhbjecta
and expeota to spend much of his
time in his study,

During the last stages of his trip
the President went to the platform of
his car at nearly every stop and shoolk
hands with many persons. One womaen

that she came all the way
Boston to mest Mr. Wilson., He ex-
pressed his pleasure at her Intersst,

When the train arrived at Windwsor
mosl of the population was gathered
ut tho station to weloome the Prest-
dent back again His son-in-law,
Francis B. Sayre, was atl the statlon
and wmotored with the President to
Harlakenden House.

for am uninterrupted op. |

who was walting at Bellows Falls said |
from |
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2,000 WERE ON BOARD ;
00 BODIES RECOVERED

The Eastland Goes Down at Her Pier When Crowdcd
With Excursionists, Mostly Women and Children
---Many of the Victims Imprisoned in Hold of
Vessel, Which Sank After She Capsized.

run to 1,500.

with dead.

In point of number of lives sacrificed this disaster promises lo ex-
ceed the Slocum disaster in the East River, New York, on June 15, 1904,
when 1,020 excursionists were burned to death or drowned. The par-
allel goes farther in that the Captain of the Eastland, Harry Pederson of
Benton Harbor, Mich.,, is under arrest,

As Pederson was belng taken south in Clark Street to be locked up, an
immense crowd charged the twenty policemen who formed his eacort. The
officers formed & hollow square and fought with their clubs until help
reached them. Pederson was badly pummelled by men who mannged to
He is charged with interfering with the work of rescue be-
cause the methods of the policemen and Sremen were damaging the boat.

Bell Fisher, first mate of the Eastland, is alno under arrest. In addition
to the charge of Interfering with the work of rescue, the officers are ao-
cused of not having on board a suficient quantity of water ballast to coun~
peract any concerted movement of {he passengers from one slde of the boat
to the other, It is sald that for the purpose of bringing the boat Into the
Chicago River it has been cusiomary to discharge her water ballast outside
and not take it on sgain untll the boat was In the desp water of the lakes.

A Grand Jury investigation has been ordered following an Inquiry in-
stituted by State's Attorney Hoyne.

RUSH TO SHADBY SIDE UPSET BOAT.

The disaster was caused by the desire of paseengers on the upper decks
to get on the shady slde of the boat. They ecrowded to the port side and
overbalanced the Eastland, which turned over in a few minutes.

The appalling disaster simply paralyzed Chicage. The Eastland and
other excursion boats had been chartered by the Western Electric Com-
pany to take Ms employecs, thelr wives, children and sweethearts for a

reach bim,

did not come to New England for a |

ride on Lake Miohigan.
Over 7,000 tickets had besn fsaued and the vicinity of the Eastland's
wharf was jammed with & happy care-free crowd when the big boat sud-

The President brought with him a |denly slid over on her side and Soated away from shore,

The scene of the disaster {s near the heart of the Loop distriot, the
bub of Chicago, and the crowds that packoed tho strest were soon beyvond
the control of the regular patrolmen. Call after call was sent for resarves
until policemen were hurrying downtown from the outermost suburbs,

All traflic policemen were rushed to the scene of the disaster and soon
the downtown streets were In & Jam of undirected traffie, For blocks in all
directions tens of thousands of people were packed In solld masses from

curb to curb. Trolley cars were unable to procecd, and even "L" road
trafflo was disturbed,

Temporary morgues ware satablished, and every sort of a vehlcle avall-
able wan pressed Into serviesa for hauling the bodles of the dead. Muny
bodles were carried for blocks down the stream and were dragged o
wharves and bridges. HRescuers at work on the Eastlund sald that the vie
tims were packed on the under alde of the boat llke sardines In a can,

The entire clty weat lato mourning thip afiernoon. Aas ia the Irequols

CHICAQGO, July 24.—The big three-deck steel excursion steamer Eastland, laden with about 2,500 excursionists,
who had gone aboard for an excursion across Lake Michigan, turned turtle and sank at her dock in the Chicago River
| near the Clark Street Bridge at 7.40 o'clock this morning.

Deputy Coroner David Jones and Sheriff John E. Traeger, who are in charge of the removal of the bodies from
the wreck, which is lying on its port side in mid-stream, estimate that the number drowned will reach 1,200, and may

More than 600 bodies have been recovered, and men at work on the boat said the wreck was still literally stuffed

Theatre disaster, women and children formed the bulk of the victéms The
New York-Chicago American League apd Baltimore<Chicago Federal League |
bascball gnmes scheduled for this aflernoon were called off en accoust ll
the disaster.

Thres hours after the accident the cries and poundings of persons
confined In cabims and other rooms above the water line ware audible to
persons on shore above the rattle of drills and other apparstus with which
holes were being cut through the stoel framework.

Dredges and floating derricks were rua alonguide the Eastiand this
afternoon and an effort will be made to hoist the vessel so that she can
be explored,

When It was learned that bodles were being found down the river
orders were issued to Lhe great pumping sialions which force water from
Lake Michigan Into the Chioago River and down to the Drainage Canal
fo shut down, In & short time the artificial current ceansd and the Chi-
cago River became ns stagnant as it was in the days when It was prec-
tically & navigable pond.

Panlc struck the passengers when the boat began to turn over. Best
accounts of witnesses sald the steamer rolled slightly twice, them turned
further and that bundreds of screaming, struggling men, women and chil.
dren slid soross the sloping deoks, fought for room and clutched at compan-
lonways, deck chairs or any other object that came to hand,

Women and children by the hundreds were caught balow decks and
the soratched faces, torn clothing and bruised bodies of the dead bors muls
avidenoe of the desperation with which they had fought for life.

The Eastland was & topheavy boat under the best of circumstances.
She almost turned over at her dock at Cleveland some years ago, and
measures were taken at that time to have her condemned as unses y
8Sbe was brought to this port two years ago and was used in the
excursion trade.

Capt. Pederson of the Eastland denles that pressure of the crowds
the deck caused the boat to turn over. He claima that what he oalls
“air chute” In the hull opened, admitting tons of water. Offcers of
Chicago and 8t. Joseph Steamship Company blame the La Follsite Law
which, they claim, so encumbered the upper decks with life rafts and lite
preservers that an unusual pressure of passengoers to one side turned It
over.

VICTIMS CAUGHT UNDER HULL.

The Eastland turned over In the direction of midstream. As the haw-
sers snapped she drifted away from the dook and sank In twenly feet of
walér, lying on her port side

As the bont went over the passengers on the port side slid to the ralle
Seores were dumped Into the river, and as the steamer fell on Its side thoy
were eanght under the bulk of wood and steel

For some time after the accident the Chiengo River in the vidlaity ob
the Clark Street bridge was literally black with bodies. Bcores of boals
were rushed to the work of rescue, but they were Insufficlent to eare for
the great number In danger. Among those who slid off the upper deoks of
the boat and found themselves in the water in midstream there m
trightful struggles in which drownlug persons clutched all withis l“
and dragged them down.

W. H. Gpeen'mum, who was In charge of the excursion Lllll

“We chartered five steamers for the exoursion of the Weslern Eleotria
Compan¥'s employees to Mlchigan City, Ind, We had the sicamers East
land, Petoskey, Theodore Roosevelt, Raolne and Maywood.

“The Bastland was the first boat to load and the 4 wers sptwdad
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STEAMER SINKS, 1,200 DIE
GHICAGO'S SLOGUM HORROR

WHITMAN SEES NO NEW CAUSE
TO GRANT CLEMENCY TO BECKER




