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fmbin tad miaou, mim (ram lndurn the high pommel, the lips grinning The valley wu obscured with moment' the gallant trooper of N
clouds of duit and smoke, the day and D, some on foot, soma In sad41a,

mi creature clothod m a man. Uoslda frightfully hot and suffocating, The were rushing up the face of the blue?,1. food fAik c nimid dtwMda him
from thla. ant K a Lift am n fu ith trm lno. Tintinaa Via hA haroiv hrtM. various troop commanders, gaining thetr officers leading, the precious aaa.

control over their men, were prompt munition packs at the centra, all
to act. A lint of skirmishers whs alike scrambling for the summH, Mlrin in utr mo Manii " ouuumiiou iuw uoiu vi iuiof. Ilrant. A rounx ctft 7t'. ttiwu tha dnc m tnw Nidi. rein. An Instant they gazed at each hastily thrown forward along the spite of the crackling of Indian rtHea
edg of the bluff, while volunteer. from every side. Foot' by foot ihay

h. rutrdj u mere fronu-- r ruffun; with sympathetic horror, the other urged by .the agonized cries of the fought their way forward, sliding aael
Huapton, to ejr np 4 of mi staring apathetically at hli reicuer. wounded, endeavored vainly to pro-
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lieutenant Again and again tney mauo ids rt, sent an exultant cheer back to those
M- -n fur-- t ti qwtion. ukU lUmpton. flung himself from his hone. "What only to be driven back by the below. Panting, breathless, from thaa deadly Indian rifle firs. This came hard climb, their carbine apltUsg

mostly from braves concealed behind fire whllo the rapidly massing sav-
agesUb Hampton, leaning against the trem-l-nurin to dih. a crrd of ralcm try to

Bob, whe.k -d br Brut. Ti Lieu, bllne horse to keen erect, slowlv lifted rocks or protected by tha, timber along began- circling thetr expoaM yaw

WBrflKtfSaMa ' hand in a semblance of military W6 HAVE ALL KINDS OF we have m stoc tha stream, but large numbers of nos-tll- es altlon. the little band fought that
AUV frltm rtC Tali Vw were plainly visible, not only way forward n hundred yards.
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back anxiously in hope that their ef-
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CHAPTER XIV. Brant "Now hold thla cup," and he 'LA tack. them. They could., do It; thsy ooula
(ConUMMd.) (Inshcd Into It a liberal supply of noiOKiNtr ASTOU DESIRE By t o'clock, although tha major-

ity
do It If only tho rest of tha boys

from of the had departed Would come. They poured Mn Wielrbrandy a pocket flask. "Drink savagesThe of Confession.Verge that all down, Hampton." down tho river, enough remained to volleys and waited, But Reno' asaae
"'TIRV m tA h .1naln Tho man did mechanically as he keep up a galling lira and hold lleno no move.

in." he declared, finally. J?8 ordered, nis hand never relaxing strictly on tha defensive. Those reds Wclr rtnd nrnnt. determined to
gmsp of the rein. Then a gleam skulked ln ravines, or lined tho banks hold every Inch thus gained, throwu taring around Into the of rea,wakonej intelligence appeared of the river, their long-rang- e rifles the dismounted men On thetr faoea

others face, ail bravado in his eyes: ho' glanced up Into the rendering tho lighter carbines of the behind every projection of earth, aad
gone. 'There's anuther leering countenance of Murphy, and cavalrymen almost valueless. A few encircled the ridge with flame, U

men oacx at moso outers. "Uivo TV crouched along tho edge of higher they could not advance they woaHlot 'cm-)- ut mobucks, all westo yon.
another for him." r5i L 1 ajXW1 l eminences, tbelr shots crashing In not be driven bnek.

dr an' over east a smudge Is Just liraJit handed to him the filled cup, I I I to I r-J- I l v 1 among tho unprotected troops. They were high up now, whera they
atartln. Looks like we wus In a noting as ho did so the strango . As the men lay exposed to this and
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continuous sniping flro, abovo tho valleys around: and yonder, ntwo milesperbofps they eouM

balr-rnlsi- n' fore long. it. Hampton lifted tho tin to surrounding din were boms to tholr perceive vast bodies
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ears the reports of distant
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advise doing?" "Drink It," ho commanded curtly, None among them doubted Its Into the bodies of the dead, btrt

"MoT Why. push right 1ong-w-hlL "Z? ominous moaning. Custer was already that they did not know.. ;Mssssager,
w kin keep under MJ1. after

an instant the manlao glared engaged in hot action at tho right' after messenger,-4aWo- it life In hand,bacIc at Wm BUUenlyi then he ap- - of tho Indian village. Why were was sent scurrying down the bluff,dark. trust tr bull luck an' make poared to shrink la terror and drank they kept lying thore ln Idleness?, to bcr reinforcements, to push a (or'nuttier dash. It's mostly luck, any- - swiftly. aluicikds of bluff vacation DlDK'f THIrJKYoii a IHADAWONDE&PUL Why were they not "pushed forward thn rescue, swearing it was. possible.
how. That canyon Just ahead looks "w 5?n mf 0,0 re8t ' the way souvenirs photographs op TRIP to do tholr part? . But It was after 6 - o'clock before
irnslt leads a the ..now," Hampton announced qu otly. allgoed conquests blonde HAD GNOUOH MOMFY -- COME UP TO SEE They looked Into each other's faces., lleno moved. Then cautiously ha ad-

vanced
ong way-to- ward but th,8 been a u, , , To Take a tjTReer IE AND I'LL 5H0W VOU Oodt They wore three hundred now; his column toward where Nrowder. Its middling deep down, on' Lano illsntountod at llrantrs ordor ORBRUKETTE, ALLhnMDS OP THE they could sweep aside like chaff ttiat ohd D troops yet held desperately toif there aJn't Injuns Id It them fellers md assisted Hampton to climb into mounted rsh to prove voor y CAR. .IDB PHOT0C1RAPHS fringe of red skirmishers It only they the exposed ridge. He came too lata.

out yonder never could git no sight tne vacated "addle. Tlhen tho trooper fH9 oOUVEKIkS the word: With hearts throb-in- That distant firing had ceased, .and
stt ua. Tht' mv ninniri. i" .. rasped tho roln of Murphy's horse. Or nY TRIP every nerva tense, tiny waltod, all netd for further advance ha
mile each trooper crouched for tha spring. ended. Already vast forcee at In-

dians,helps In thls-busln- ess." wh0ro the pack train was hidden In Officer after officer, unable to restrain flushed with victory aad wav-
ingMidnight, and they pulled up amid tho valley. Tho young oftlcer rodo his Impatience, strode back across tha bloody scalps, were sweeping fcaek

the deeper Bloom of a treat, over. Bll0Ilt aixi at a walk, his eyos occa- - rfs " JALE bluff summit, amid' whistling bullets, across the ridges to attack la .ferae.
. slonally studying ths face of the y-- and personally begged the Major to Hcareely had reinforcements attalaeasWis?lit other and not'nett ton (tray look. peak tho nnn word which should hurl1 the aummlt before the torraai of sav-

ageryMurphy dlsmountod The very sight of Hampton had been them to the rescue. . burst aereecblng on their treatwith m gasp. Hampton aaksd what shock. Why was he hero and with They crlnd like women, tbay swora From point to point tha grlaa atrug.
ailed him. Murphy answered' Murphy? Could this srrango Journey through cllnchd teeth, they openly gle raged, till nightfall wrought par-

tial"That man oawUa' face have anything to do with Nalda? .exhibited tbelr contempt fpr such A 'cessation. Tha wearied troopers
Could u his stretched out their llaea toconcern own future, as commanuer, yoi ine Discipline or army ao aa pro-

tectf knowl" And ha twisted well as hers? He felt no lingering service raade active dlsobadlsnoa Im-
possible.

the packa and the field hospital,
fcla tong, ape-ti- ke arms across his eyes, jealousy of this man, for her truthful They went reluotantly back, threw themselvea on the ground, dig-

gingtote curled up as a doc mlehr words had forever settled that mat- - as helpless as ohlldron. rifle-pi- ts with knives aad Ma
tcr. Yet who was ho? What peculiar It was 4 o'clock, the shadows of tha pans. Not until t o'clock did MM

Wot m. tnoment Hampton stood gaz- - power aid ho wield over her life? western bluffs already darkening tha Indian fire slacken, and then tha th
IDC directly down upon him, listening "Is Custer here?" said Hampton, rlvsr bank. Suddenly a faint cheer lage became a scene of savage rataj,
to his Incoherent muttering, his own "No that Is, not with my party. ran along the lines and the men the wild yelling plainly audible ta tha

lifted themselves to gase up the river. soldiers above. Through the Mack
Urging tha tired animals to a trot, night Brant stepped carefully aeraea

mpvad back and sat down. Suddenly five troops, has moved to the rlj-h-t. tha strong 'hand of a trooper grasp-
ing

the recumbent forms of his msa aad
ths full conception of what this meant Ho is somewhere among thoso ridges every halter strap, Brant was made his way to the Held heertteJ.
cams to his mind the man had gone back ' bluff." swinging his long pack train up the In the
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sear a showed clearlywnmA tub man turneu ana looxea wnere amoka wreathed valley. aoreea
his forehead, but he wiped thaaway

Beneath th shade of uplifted arms Sfftaff Mhtato S man could tell, but he has gone mad." had been kept from her, I Just natu- - chanoe to notice Just what coulee knew they died hard. Upon that Tha outriding,
shots with

flankers
tho

exchanged slowly trickling blood, and beet arer
"i?117- - yes "raJn unclosed. ff'Vown of enJavor'l to speak, but the rally madaup my mind Td dig out Custer turned into 'when his column slight pause pivoted tho fats of the constant skulking a form extended on a blanketauddenly bo sprang at Hampton. Crt of buried m-is- words. W0Uld, noi co"i nis brain the truth, Jf I possibly could, for her swung to the right?" day; upon It hung tho Uvea of thoso ooulae.
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and "Has ha roused up?" ha quntlMai".a ..P Hampton 3,iSmH'tindV OiVfcat sun. " .fJi't' Hamnton held sake. r thlnU it mllt hua bun hA mmn otusr men riding boldly aad trust of the trooper on guard.

nimsoii under netter control. "Th faot Is, I began to think a lot ond yonder, sir; where fully across tho sunlit ridges above. wounded, fighting their way atep by "Not to know nuthln", atr. HVa
volver butt. n0Am,?nVrr " ,mve confidence, Lieut Brant, In about her--not the way you do, you brnt ott 'twuiltmiSm "Audaolty, always audacity," that la step, N Troop ran tha gantlet and bin swearla an' gurglln' most o' thelie knelt down beside Murphy, un- - "J?. eha ift Tanxouslv "'You SJI? T1,?nla,y" he eyti7 nd.er,U,nds 1m t0 .old. Ior l,ack' but I could boys plain tha accepted motto for a cavalryman. came charging Into' the cheering lines time, but he's asleep now, X reckea."
buckled tho leather despatch bag and ill?!0! Vo "kir',.Pxl0U3lr' see' you will to known too much about enough as they como out on the bluff And, be tho cause what It may, It was with avery pound of .thnlr. treasura The young officer stood. allat-hU- irebucklod It across his own shoitldor. ,t,Kot whatever la best for hor, if anything women-b- ut maybe somewhat as .1 ip thore. Home of 'wn waved their here that Major Ilenu failed. In 'that safe. Weir of D, Whose dismounted face pale, hla gaze upon the distantSecurely strapping Murphy to his T? onl 00011 adI mu,'d0,.yJlu 5llouId hPPei to me out yonder. But father might feel. Anyhow, I want- - huts back at us. Is this man goln' supreme Instant ho was guilty of troopers held that portion of the line, Indian fires. Out yonder were, defeat,

.saddle, and pocking all their remain- - roallzo what you are saying? Why, for tho poaclbtllty of my being ed to give her a chance, a square deal, aftor thorn, sir?" hesitancy, doubt, delay. utrods a pace forward to greet the torture, death, and meant 4
ing store of provisions upon one you can hardly sit In the saddlol You "nocked out, I wouldn't talk about so that she wouldn't be ashamed of "Yes, ho has despatches from Ho choso defense In preforonre to lender, and as thn extended hands a renewal of the struggle. Ills heart
horso, leaving tho other to follow or cay despatches, you say? Well, this, not even to you. The affair la her own name If evor she found out. Cheyenne." attack, dallied where he should have of the officers mot Uiern echoed was heavy with foreboding, hla taees
remain behiud as it ploasod, hn ad- - tnero "J? P'6"1 ,of food mon in my 'one way from being straightened what It was." Tho two men clasped handn, thlr uotuil. Instead of hurling like a down to them from tho north' tho re-

ports
ory far away with one to whom aft.

vanced directly Into the hills, steer- - troop wtoo will volunteer to take thorn out so us to make a pleasant story, Ho paused, his eyes filled with mem- - vcs filled with mutual conlldonoe. thunderbolt that handful of eager of two heavy volleys, fired in thla misfortune might come aha eat
Ing by the aid of the stars, his left on, -1KtY.ou n.td..rMt; SSim'L'vJJS?".11 a.tualIy orles. and poasod his hand through Then Hampton touohed spurs to his fighting men straight at the exposed rapid succession. Tha sounds ware as a death-blo- It was NaMa'e
hand ever on Murphy's bridle rein, nlUch a ? "anipton. "I'm order to make it h)fc uncovered hair. horse and galloped swiftly forward. heart of the foe, niaklng dash and clear, distinctly audible even above' questioning face that haunted hies;

momentum, discipline and daring an the uproar of. tho valley. The heavy she waa watting tax sho knew aat ."MaKra get food. Good lord" boy, I am not come back:" You seeT he"do..n' MS: CHAPTER XVI. offset to lack of numbsrs, ha lin-
gered

ayes of tho two soldiers met, their what
to curb his dona UP yot- - by a lonK wayI u'a 1,18 ynavr VBry mucn more thM do Slly,nd " VJl ca.ld' In Indecision until the observ-

ing
dust streaked faces flushed. '

Apparently his fafth In the total de- - cursed loneliness out yonder," he only what I was obliged to tell to J on..?u'kiy' " i0.0,?"- - The Fight in the Valley. savagos, gathering courage from "That wan a signalOuster's signal
of those "bid by tho his hand toward tho horlzoM, keep her from getting too deeply n- - E?! my.,y his apparent weakness, burnt forth In for help!" the youngor man cried, CHAPTER XVIL , a

'ndlua Just fl?d. for they "anil tho having to caro for him that tangled with you. Maybe I ought to &'J&"JfVl"i ha,"d ",lny.1" ,WJ1 AH below, In the heart of the resistless torrent against the slender, his voice full of agony. The Old Regiment,ri"iX ti m have broken my heart. Ho went that have given her the full story before I fjfiff S2i tbol!- sunny depression bordering unsupported line, turned his flank by "For Ood's sake, Weir, what are you
meeting with no evidence of life any- - way clear back on the l'owder. and taftedon this trip. I've a nee wished i"? SSmUS: i the left bank of the Little one fleroe charge, and hurled the fvllows waiting bore for7" x, the time, Hampioa awwm
n.inuut nu. li'H ueen a iient fliwecn us evor u.u, uuv i uu pw. j nuver aroamed . . Illg Horn, the stalwart struggling troopers back wllh a rush Thn other uttered a groan, his hand up the coulee' he had dis-

missedThen suddenly Humpton's horuo troopers under HonoV Into the narrow atrip of Umber bor-
dering

flung In contempt back toward the 'froV'h'ts atietrtle
sank UK a log, but his tight Krlp the river. bluff summit. "Th cowardly fool
upon the roln of tho other landed him command gazed up tho Driven thus to bay, the stream at won't move; ho's Whipped to death everything- - wata.Wial.
on his feet. Murphy laughed In fiend-
ish

steep bluff to wave farewell to their their back rendering further retreat now." ness that had brouakt hies
merriment, but Hampton looked comrades disappearing to the rlnbt, lmi08slble, for a few moments the Brant's Jaw set like that of a fight there. No lingering thought of Nald,

down on the dead horse, noting tho h" light carbines of the soldiers met the Ing bulldog. or of tha ml... able Murphy, was atstream of blood oozlncr out from he itrant reached forth hi, hand cor- - m "You 'see.ant I"UTl LuT by' noldngl gVund'e? f,1 f T? Indian rifles, giving back lead for "Ileno, you mean? Whipped You mltted to Interfere withll nd thn Frtiouiuer. A stray Kloux !ui- - lally. "That's true: you Imvo. simply have to carry these despatched VZndLtslZ$ loKlnir hla Uhoultted against
lead. But already every chance for haven't lost twenty men. Is this tha the airl a

Itfl IHKt iUUIIU Ilii 1IH.I l, mil lliv KM " n v, . . u t t u ..m.v .i uiuno successful attack had' vanished; the Seventh the Hoventh 7 skulking here work before htm. . j, , j
lant animal had struggled on until it the trip, thoro it no ono hero who them to whole narrow valley seemed to swarm under cover while Custer begs help? To be once again with the old Sew.
dropped lifeless, and the bravo man will attempt to stop you. Hut now tho trouble I've had In getting them , haooened to iiId his Dartner In- - Tne P,un of lttlo was most simple with brave: they poured forth from Dorsn'i the man know? Doesn't he enth was itself Inspiration; to rMeit had borne so Ions and bo well bent tell inn how this thing happened. I here. Hut perhaps I may not como ...d of m In th course of our nnJ "Wreot. It Involved a nearly sheltering coulees and shadowed uuderstand? By heaven, I'll faaa him withand stroked tenderly the uncon- - wont to know the story before wo pack, and In that case there wouldn't -- UfriH' t tn entrh a '""'taneous attack upon the vast In-
fusions

ravines; they dashed down In count-les- s myself. I'll maks him act, even It I them into batUa was the' chief,
head. Then he lifted tho pro- - got In." bo any one living to tell her the truth. Tnu,n fl .lio f"nowV right hand ulan village from below and abovo, numbers from tho dlslunt village. have to damn htm to his facu." desire of Ms heart It was a.dream

visions to the back of the other horso. i,'0r u moment Hampton remalnod T.hnt thought has bothered me ever 'l It had a scar on the back of Jt .",ueeei" Ponding oltosothor upon Custer, now far away behind thn He swung his horse with a Jerk to of years, which ha had never" sup-
posedgrasped the loose roln onco moro In sllont, "lnco 1 PHd out of Cheyenne. It ii,at Promlt of the sep-h- l, bluffx, and almost beyond sound of the left, but oven as tho spura possible of fulfllment,left hand und started forward nearby vldetl?. hh hSS feantae that Wr a j Jadlallt'before ate detachments. This was under-- . tho firing, was utterly Ignored, Every touched, Weir grasped tho taut rein ajid ha

on foe.. heavily upon tho ? bl"' flKnt omewhera in theeo hills ,na? j" Sjlril JL wanted f,tood ev8ry trooper la the ranks. uvage chief knew tartly where firmly. rode rapidly forward, hU Hps aiattlac,
I'orbap. hodldnot ffmSSbor". before Ion. JiVftS.Snd th? that column was. but It could await "It's no use, Brant. It's been dons: , the sunshine of noonday JJgofcur, 9ly; possibly he could not instantly "'v oen a lot or Indians riding . ,tray bullet wit of my awtomy. i. "f,a"n ",""'o across inB sum- - Its turn) Gall, Craay Horse and Crow wo'vn all been at him. He's simply

CHAPTER XV. ... . mustered warriors for lost his) head. Know 7 Of course ho He experienced no fear,uok iiiuun u. hitui, vury -- .w. vv. M.jB. mu,.. rtin'r u.m tn nv nn. i.rr i . . . . . : r : . IClng their red mo giaais
On the Little Big Horn. to toll. Ilrant susnected this last to they were all bucks rigged out In war " . .T- J- x.'.-Z- V" w nf obwb ine vaiiey, ue Anitara ono determined effort to crush Ileno, knows. Martini struck us. Just be-

low
nltloo of ooming disaster, yet tha ta

IrO toggory. Hloux and Cheyennoa. Ever o,' .... "VT.T?' 8 --.li'.'.t ?uts in the . ead. They had been hers, with awakenedIlls dimcultv. and ho nok im. to grind him Into dust beneath their aa we ware coming ln, plainsman la him kept alas
fawra TROOP, guarding, much to pulslvcly, ' since wo crossed the Fourohe thoao " "I""" i fP0801? a,r,K? b"w. to ponies' hoofs. Ayel and they nearly a meaaage from Custrv It would haye eunclently wary and cautious., faIlVI their emphatically ex- - "Huraii ton. thore has been trouble follows have been In evidence, and It's ?rS.yiZfl&SlJ&L'2El rce their way Into the lower village did it stirred the blood of any one but htm. faint note of discontent apparekt (

ond misunderstanding tiAiWMn 11M mv not on tlint flmttup hn n hnnvlnr """i" " "" ana tnus to draw tlia defend nr war- - Oh, Ood! It's terrible." Brant'a wordslk.B disgust, tho moro concluding doubUeeepressed ruck In ladrleTM effort to break awayto them. histhat's all juu un ins hands right at this mlnuto .verify Having rlors to their front, while Custer's "A rneasago? .What was It?" eoholJI Blowly moving pack train, ut past and mnil nnnr T . . . from that swift-gatheri- cordon, be-
fore

merely an ot that ambitious aaa.
.. ..... . ...... ... ... iiiuu no iiH any conception 01. bo i ...' ........wwvmwv..... " . mon were to charge upon the rear. "Cook wrote It and addressed It to car's dislike at being-- I r,. a r. DIIHDtUIJ UCIIDTn 111 t I J II I IJ llll.fl III t, ti,. 1 V. tho red, remorselesa folds should put oa guard 33. . riKni. ii mi i nsic von in inmt mn " . iu mvna i" cw. ... . . ... . i v. ' ....... v.. tho Seventh, olose and crush thorn to death, Bentnen. It road: 'Come on. Big vil-

la
over the pack train at such a, se-me-nt

column 01 norsemun uuwu Kih-
- with until I come back. It will in KB not a man in saddle ev er dreamed tighter Andvandng f Would give fd If you VvV. f"" the half of thorn already dis-

mounted,
Be. Be quick. Bring packs.' awoke no response in sitroopers,--VS. fellow theIh,nir nf th Little Blit Horn. ,,.,( , ,n ...i .....i." . relievo mv mln.l to know thev aro caught up on the plan fiould fall. then, "P. a Bring packs.' That mind.V.7. fft'S'tin? safoj If I don't thon I want fouth bank of the Bel e Fourehe.j and a half mile, a mile. Reno's troops burst from cover In an en-

deavor
He possessed a soldier's) proud

.rnrbinei, at knee, sit- - little girl back yonder come, you attain the shelter of the means they want ammunition badly; conildenco ln hla regiment the1" "rrU..:; . . .v.i.V.- - I don't know what you aro to her T to open them and . do. whatever you J'X'T"!1!!"" r?.a' with no sound breaking tho bluffs.
to

Tho deadly Indian rifles they're fighting to the death out position that the old fighting Seventh
sup.
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