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CHAPTER XVI.

(Continued. |
Within the Circle.

HE fisherman tossed tha pole

and the snake behind him.

Ha turnod as though for

guldance to Morgan; but

Morgan, his face twisted

agaln, facod the revolver with whish
Tony threatened him,

“Don’t lose sight of that fisherman,
Andy,” Miller sald. “"Keep an eye on
him while you out this rope.”

Anderson stooped and cut the eord.
He helped Milier to hin foet,

| “Morgan!” Anderson said. “What
" does this mean?"’

“He's been asking that,” Morgan
answered, “Wall, find out f you can.
| 1 can't tell you"

“I've found out one thing—how Jake
died. It's inurder, Morgan.”

“You try to connect me with thatl™

“I'll try. And this attempt—-"

“Fortunately he wasn't hurl,” Mor-
FAD answe od..

“My story,” Miller said, “and the
evidence of these snakes, collecied
here, will hurt!"

“Bvidence! ,There goes that evi-
dence,”

He pointed to the Lrushwood in the
corner where the flaming wadding from
Anderson's gun had fallen, The brush-
wood was beginning to blaze, Miller
tried to stamp it out, but the twigs
were llke tinder. They crackied in the
fire that quickly swept the length of
the wall. The rattling of the snakes,
Just now menating, arose in a staccato
appeal. In a moment the fire would
bo at the door.

“Take these two outl and keep them
covered,” Miler said, “Don't let them
Fel away. ‘e'll reach the ‘botlom of
thin businesa now."”

Hae followed the others Into the gale-
swept semicircle. The fire was through
the doorway almost at his heels. It
licked its way into the dry grass along
the wall toward the cpening betwesn

" the qyarters. There the wind would
catech it nn-u and deliver to its hun-
gry tongues tho ovil piece of woods.

As the flames rose the trees of Lhe
avenue sprang Inte  gEargantuan,
twisted motion. Through their strain-
ing branches the rear of the plantatiop
house gleamed white, The fames also
showed Miller the backs of Molly and
the girl, seated on u fallen log al the
side of the avenue, The girl's head
was hidden on Molly's shoulder. He
looked away. The difficulty of the sit-
uation stified him. Her father involved
fa this brutal scandal! Undoubtedly
ahe bad haved hia life, yet what was
ber own share?

He swung on Morgan angrily.

“Answer my questions.  Expluin
this business”

“] can explain nothing,' Morgan
apswered, “As far as | am con-
cerned there's nothing to expiain be-

ond the fact that I found you in the
ds of that giant and told you the
fous thing that 1 couldn’t handle

hlm and get you away. What do I

wnow?! These natives! Their pur-

are boyond me. You people
peam devermined to incriminite me
somehow or other. Thal's nonsense.
l4U's be sensible and xu to the huu“
and have a drink while Rome burns.”

Miller grasped Morgan's arm. Ha
shook it savagely.

“You I'm too determipned. Un-
dor:llnd“{m detsrmin nd out
what 1t is you won' an to dead

men—why ynuvo Lod this Judas

part, wh ou've pul. the Andersons
on ihe n:u.,whr you killed Jake, why
you tried to kill Tony and me. And
:u find out. There lsn't a rat-hols
in that houss of yours I won't uarelr
for & reason. And your daughter!
Look at her sitting thers” ——
Morgan 'l.tll'nﬂ! wildly.
o daughter!”
“:lh’o varfm.l m:‘ un':.; ::r!dml:!.r;o
AN wven | o -
E:“ m: ;phinx. do you think she'll
sllent now?"’
li';rml jaw dropped, An animal-
llk. ery left his mouth. As Tony,
homentarily surprised, lowersd his
ulur, Morgan ran to the corner
of the bullding, sprang uoross Lthe
mues now blazing dﬂwru. a‘I‘;:.l lenpad
tangied undergrow
ngo;.y”rllufi his arm, Ho almed at
the broad back. Miller struck the

un up.
“No, Ton Tt lan't pecessary.”
l‘oo s ﬁur‘an had Jumped, the
ind had selzed the flames and had
shrioking with them into the
forest after his ret reating figure. "l’ha‘
thicket orackled like a poRLLATA!
rmish lins. The fire Vigked along
he trunks to the waving tres Lops.
he glare became blinding.
Miller turned gravely to Anderson,
‘*rhat thicket will hold him back
ke a thousand hands. Perhaps 1r.;
h-tur than he dessrved You an
y take that tongue- -tind fellow to
n plmtnt!on ‘hnu.-o I'll bring Molly
—_ girl"
l%.ww:?k.-d slowly, reluctantly to
he faller log where the two pat with
helr backa still turned, He touched
ba girl's bowed head. He spoke

ty:
Al father got away."
“Y.:a.ubr.—:':u"r.na‘ .a Httla lower, He
ad to stoop to u?m‘r: hnr AnsEwer,
’ ther."”
-&&fﬁnﬁ'm: He did not have
he heart to question her then.

CHAPTER XVII.
Noyer's Relics.

SR HEY entsred the plantation
. house through the kitohen,
They saw no one. A lamp
turned low burned in the
lbrary—that sams dim eye
< bad aqlilﬂ llli-t the alght ke

had salled into the (nlet, M
Molly and the girl thers and

in the hall what dispoaition to nnh
of their prisoner. Miller suggebted the
oupola,

“Noyer rigged it up,” he sald, “"as
& correctiva for hia hpuse servants.
We can't lock him In, but it has wrist
and leg Irons. I dare say we
be Justified.”

It was the best expedient. With the
revolver at his back the sllant fisher-
man cllmbed willingly snough.

Miller sot his lantern om the floor
of the cupola. Fe raised one of the
Irous by Its chain, He started. He
stooped swiftly. He held the iren
close to the light and sxamined It,

“Andy,” he eried, “Look here!*

The sdgns of the lron was wet, Millap
ran his fipger around it. When hs held
his finger up it was stained red.

"*They had her here,” he wsald,
“chalned In this piace! Bhe must have
knawn what was on foot and refused
to ahare In i1, Their only excuse for
such barabarity would be to keep hor
from coming to us, Her wrists are
small. You can sees. Shé managed ln
pull them through and
henvens, Andy! The hum!llnllon' lr
he wasn’t her father he had a father's|
plage. No wondesr sahe wouldn't tell
us how her wrists were hurt'

Hea ralsed his eyes to the fisharman.

“You sllent devil! I'll ind & way to
miuke you speak when | get you In &
court-room."*

Anderson plcked up another set of
irons,

"We'ra juatified, Anything Is Justi-
fiad,"” he sald, “only I w It was
Morgan we had*

The isherman made no affort at re-
sistance. Heo stood wstoleally while
they placed the Irona around his
wrists and ankles, and screwed the
bolda tight,

““They it him wall eno " Miller
snld. “"No chance of bis slipping out
of them."

He brought his face close to the
fisherman's. He stared into the un-|
winking ryes,

“Do you renllss you're lkely to
swing for this business™

But the mask-life face did not alter.
Tha huge shoulders did not trembls.

“It's no use,” Miller sald; "he won't

talk.”
Andorson started down the ladder, I
but Miller's eyes wers attractsd to the |
finor, After a moment he called An-
derson back.

“What do you supposs thls powder
Is, Andy?"

He Yinted to & few yollow grains
directly boneath the trap in the roof
of tha cu;u:ln The chain which held
ths fisherman to the wall clanked.
Miller looked up. The man's face had
ot last altered. Its quality of a mask '
hiad been destroyed by a positive!
emotion, and that emotion was fear.'

St means something,” Miller eried
triumphantly. “By jove! 1 belleve II
can guess what"

While Andorson and Tony vuuedl

saw him stumble down the path, 1
saw them tollmv swiftly vmh lb.
anake in a It cams to mo all at
onos how t otlm' man had cllod r

*You “t have known thoss snakes
were kapt there

“Thay told me the fisherman eaught
them (o mall thelr akine in Martins-
burg., They are valuable, [ bellaved
that. 1 wanted to save the man, but
you wera the only ona o whom [
oould turp, and that mesant probably
kilking him—my uncle. But whan you
came [ only thought of saving you.
1 knew If you went down Lhat path
agd discoveread them they would try
te kill you, two."

“Yes," Miller sald, “they would
have dons that (f they vould, It
would huve besn necossary.”

“Hut  murder!” Anderson said.
“hessn cunning preparations for
donth, always rendy, always wait-

Ing!'"

'!Iﬂnomlnl from Morgan's point of
view,"” Miller sald. “"Ho regretied |t,
4 it it was that or get out and let the
whols scheme go to bluzes,  Until he
drove you off the kland bha had to be
prepared,  He couldn't keep your
household from his undar the eir-
cumstances of  your loneliness and
propinguity ummg‘t wrousing  suspls
clon at the start herefore, If any of
you stumbled on the evidence that
would ruln him and send tha lot of
them to Jmil, your silencs had 1o be
nasursd., He had used one of the
Lnllnd‘ cursen, s superstition, to
elp the climate drive you out.  For
doath, If it was necessary, ha chose
tha other, lts polsonous sankes  1f
any one was found dead of snake-
bite in such & pince, whx should he
or any man be suspected?® He dldn't
jmivs the value of & mingls eard, but
' do him the eredit of saying ha
hoped he wouldn't have to play that
one,  Hut you wouldn't ba driven out,
Then the other day Jake saw too
much, and his friends, the cook and
the man, rllﬂhwl Klansas with him.*

i “Horrible!™ Molly sald; “and if she

Emdnl told un, gulded us, yvou, oo,

im"———

“Yem,” he answered
enow,"”

He tumped back to the girl

“Put en you came to the beach
the next morning you evaded my
guentions. You told me things that
were not quite true

Hhe msat up. The color came back
to her faes,

"You can't misunderstand that now
— The wstrugwle, the dreadful un-
certainty of the road 1 ought to fol-
How! I hoped to persunde  you Lo
leave the sland, for I knew you
would try to And out, and soonsr or
luter they would kill you. 1 tried to
make mynell tell you sverything, but
1 eouldn't, | couldn't. He wus my
uncle—the only father 1 have evaer
known. | was given i him a baby,
whon my mother died, And [ loved
him. We were I‘IIDP)' unul this
trouble in New York.

o t Sha stopped and Jooked d-own
“He hinted at some money trouble,*

Kefo}'- : " I'"\"'-'..." flass.

¢ had n mood jewairy buas-

softly. *1

close, and the fisbherman, his face

blank again, looked on, Miller bant
down and scraped the gralns Into a m:*- Molly sat near her in an easy
littla heap, " ™
“Looks like sand,” Anderson said. Is "’I':.“l“" Miller asked Molly
“I've See such sand befora, ' Miller Ty ook BF Bead
answered, “on the urth of July for H
ln;::lif:‘.;; his mateh box, struck a ‘":}:Er:d ﬁr‘?:c&:d.:";’:r:m "gf
mateh and touched It |lo '!I.LIQ powder. 't:l";“dﬂ":’,"t'}m 3{:::. & moment ha
The yellow grains hissed, ey sprang i " "
lnlu::A brilllant blus Aame. The flame he l::ltd.q"'l. 'M“ in this roem first,
died, “‘;‘l"“l a tiny mass of carbon He broke Qﬂ. staring at the hi
an the floor.
“The hluq!t lllhll 'I'I:; Andrrngn eried, ::ﬁ:; h:;r:,"ﬂ&"d A Beety W
“Andy, Tony, lift me up here.” i
They uimlahtm to the trap in the --Tm”dr;murx‘:l::s ﬂl;:!ﬂ:ﬂ.:l.
ronf, He pushed it back nnd put his Morgan calied them! This room was
hend and shoulders through, After & where Morgan epent most of him
moment he lowered a long, rusty Nul time, We can on.r. try.”
to whose end wam fastensd on old  He walked to the shelves and com-
ruhlmmd brazier protected by wire m:.a Ning Tma the books,
netting. Ing thetm to Tony and Anderso
“Look at this relic,” Miller sald who placnd them on the floor, Th.ll"l;
when he was on  the floor again; was nothing behind them but smooth,
"o;;m:-:hlnit frnrrsh anynr‘n d-g- : utn?,upfred wills and an acoumulation
¢ lheld the brazler so he coula of dust,
glance In its top. Facing fallure hare, too, he hurrled
“From the pmount of carbon herg his task. He pleked up several vol-
it was kept well filled to-night. It umes at once and corelessly passed
wns a slgnal, Andy, For what? For them tol:gl ;lthn;r Io':ollrnu:
thoss wild oystermen—" Krow w 8 disnppolutmen
e I!Oddl‘llyll the Nsharman, book fell to the floor from & pila he
“Probably friends and accompilces Was handing to Anderson. He heard
of e STancad Town. The Hant of the lame
Hp grew thoughtful. Al s o L o lamp
"“"The kirl knows, but I hate to put F&¥ caught there and fashed up into

™ ayea.
i A R o f Miiler stooped quickly. Anderson

“I think she knows everything'
and Tony were already on their kneea
Anderson replied, Molly leaned

5 “ bofora the open book.
Tm not so sure of that" Miller

sald,  “Bul she knows why this lght fola’n.rd“!:l‘th'l‘: :f‘.:.’:mtm:,:n’ A hele

was burned. Anyhow we've done all 1,4 %000 aceoped in ita pages in such

we can here, Go on down. W o nner that it would leave no tracs

haven't been through the servanis' gpen the book was closed. Curled

ooma yel. Thore's Morgan's man and ;. this nest lay & string of perfectly

in cook. If they're still here we maY ;.01ched diamonds,

get something out of them." Anderson ploked 1t up. As It un-
They found, however, only the o ueq its myriad facets caught the

woman. Ewvidently terrified by the jight and sparkisd. Il seamed almost
fire, she had buried her head beneath
the' covers and lay there, ShIVErIng o jte vajue. 'TI* Superb exposition
"m"—d'lhﬂﬂ l“lﬂf shook "‘“' ‘Ed quess  “It's worth thousands,” Anderson
toned her—almost incoheren gasped. I wouldn't dare
Miller, disappointed, stared from mu:I:.“ b "y how
the window, The entire sky in the  FRut Miller was not gazing with the
southweat appeared to be in flames others ot the necklace. Hip eyen
But he fancied the fNre would burn It~ were drawn by the xirl who had
self out in the marshes, that the started uneasily and had buried her
coguina housg would be spared, Ho hend deeper in her arms. He turned
hoped for that. In the light of what slowly back to the others
they already knew they might find  “It's worth your peace of mind." he
soanething there of value. He was sald"It's the whols anwwer’
almost afridd now that the fire would
destroy too mueh, He turned back lu
th('A\\om an lmpnmn:'w . i Th CHA’TRR XVIL.
‘Al least you ought to be able to
tell us where thie man ls—Morgan's . M'n.c' of ""e S“we
man," Qllﬂl'ul'l.
“1 don't know,” ahe answered, OLLY came forward and
"l-ln'l han the ur_:l room, Dida't you knelt with them over the
hear him go out?™
"Yes—about 11 o'clock, but I don't voiumes, from which an
know where® academia odor of stale
“Look here” Miller said: “im he jpather aross,
anything to you? Aro yoyu'— o " -

“He's my husband,” she answered, Yes," Miller sald, “we must ':,"'
vAnd he didn't tell you where he lhm“‘h every ons of these bobka.
wias golng? For long periods they worked with-
“No, U'm afraid. I'm Why d0 gyt rewnrd, but ococasionally a book
yuliuk me? l'm the one thatl wants o o0 disclose a cunningly scooped

1 now"
““Nothing to be had here,” Miller nest sheltering soms costly setting of
sald, “Wo'd botter scatter. [ told rioh stones. When the last one
Morgan 1I'd search every rat-hole in been examined they arranged thelr
the r.ullnm;| 'm:ﬁdhu llct m{:hurdvhlalr discoveriaa on ths table. Morgan
enough ho n't ) o ea. I’
worth a chance, may turn up doubticss had often get tham so to
something. We'll meet in the library.” gloat over them late at night when

Wher;] h!illt;r ontau«? lth"h ll?;lrz he had funcled himself secure, while
ampty-handed an hour liter he foun Ande it
Anderson and Tony already there. the r:'::‘ '."::"l' l'-‘o'h:‘:-
They, too, had been unsuccosstul, ling aghinst the manifestations O

“We thought we'd walt untll you coguing house,
ul;o b“omtl'r'mm“ on this room,”"  There were thirty pleesa (n all of
Anseraon aic. various worth.

ler glanced around. The girl

lll ." sofa, her face to the wall, 1 ‘:l'l know much about such

n. ng pot looked up a4'his ea~ ihinla” Asdesson eaid “Molly, shat

do you think?"

“Two hundred thousand at the very
leant,” she answered, & little awed by
the display.

Miller leaned ngninst mantel, star-
ing at the glittering row,

‘You ean flgurae the duty on this
stuft,” he sald, "and probably iU's only
one side of the scheme. Andy, Andy,
we ought to have secen It all from the
beginning."”

olly looked at him inquiringly.

“1 don't know how, Morgun was
the lnst man o suspect of anythiog
like this™

“Yes, but Andy himsslf told me
enough the night I got here to bhave
put the whole thing In our hands If
wo had only ressoned. I don't know
what there Is about a suapicion of
the supernatural that knocks ons'a
reason into a cocked hat. You go
against it with a certain mathemnatl-
cal contempt an I started down here,
That's It ou face the supernatural
with & chip on your shoulder. Your
Aght ia likely to be negative. Your
first coneern Ia to prove & fact s not
supernatural rathear than to find out
why It seoms supernatural, It's the
doubt of the unexplored that, sub-
consclously affecta the soundast of
us. We've been told so often of the
oxistence of forces that play scroas
the barrier of death that we are
afrald, almost unknown Lo our rea-
soning selves, of the possibility of
conviction, For that matter the ell-
mate of this place, and ita lonely, de-

reasing atmosphers are encuxgh to
oster superstition. That required no
trickery. That was wil in bhis favor,
And your talk of what you had suf-
fered here, Tony's overwhslming be-
liaf and fear, and Morgan's carefully
planned alluslons—cresplng wllusions
from the saneat, the most matarial of
typas!—All that was enough to make
ons doubt, even though he told him-
solf, am I did, that there was oo
doubt "

“We trisd, Jim,” Anderson an-
swored. "We turned every stone. s
scheme was too carefully plasned, too
subtle for us"

“Yen, und as Molly suyn, It was not
oAy to suspsct Morgan, He was tue
convinelng w fellow vietim. Then
wheg he did turn from the unknown
it wan only to the unsesn, 10 thoge
oystermen Lthat wo knew were not far
off in the markhes, and the possibility
of somo connection between the fah-
erman and them."

“But how, Jim,” Molly asked, “coul 1
You have foreseen anything ke
lhl.:‘"

“Andy wid ma the history of Nuyer
and his island,” he answered. “Sipce
Lhe days of the buccanours, when they
dared bring thelr ships In hera to os-
roen them, it has offared a refuge for
lawlossness. ¥le aivo spoke of that
fisherman's tub, moving asllently
through the water at nlght. That
meant & now, expenalve engiue in a
worthless t, and no one was al-
lowsd on that boat. Noyer could
smuggle slaves in here unmolestod
after the law had made it u dnnm‘v
crime, because, as Andy explain
the lsland was completely (solated.
He was king of it and of this lnlet
and of this lonsly const. Is the Wsland
any less (solated now than It was
then? Isn't the dweller in this plan-
tation houss as much of a4 king now
as Moysr was befors the war—pro-
vided, of ocourss, that the cogquina
house doesn't shelter atrangera? Mor-
gan bad heard the history of the
place, and, wince he was out for that
sort of thing, It suggested the |deal
oportunlty—avarything. Thers ls only
A third rate reveanus officer In Mar-
unm , and this coast has hesn no
amu l pince befors the war, The
ﬂ-ﬂ betn  ualohablied

Now a respectable Northern
winter home of it.
Thore wasn't the slightest ground for get there im the woods, practically 1t became o passion.”

It waa ldeal except for lous, o
you and Maolly. Your renting of the unaeRasious, Snable to move

coquina house was the Ay in the olnt-
And you must confess It waa
hurd on Murgan wlien both places had
stood om’r;u' Irfur [ 14
Imagin \n fury.

out of thit house and off the island.” &fter you had looked in the window? 0Ky,

i W t "L knew nothing at first. He mads
mo trom his nuromf*::-"h‘!.n.h::g"" you by coming __ uses for introducing those tWe 1060

i
“Yes," Anderson
point of view we h

to have a clear feld, But, Jim, you
hourd yourself there In the coquina

“Yes, but Inevitably that was the
lover he'd use—the supernatural for
which the Islund was notorlous, with
it rotten loneliness to back It, and
the decayed, unhealthy stmosphers
;:r :thnl cuqurlua hboun; -
tad time after bho heal ¥you ware " 0 X
coming to arrange the trickery of .a‘;;'. I aln’t thought much of thl.. the unhappiness of that tine. What
your houss to his fancy. He did it

y. Since you discovered noth- “Half of it
Ing, we'll hiave to grant him that' *

He glanced at the girl
“Parhups we oan be gulded to the Prabubly he lost himsolf for only o not find It easy to betray a father.

. I think probably in that oW minutes. They enught him in the It wis the simo thing. 8o 1 went to
lh{f:‘:;::;:d ":o‘\t.k::'i;::nmd fin. "hould come out of it before the snake couldn’'t mave him.
Fered Lhe Jownlry,
‘;lja had to tnke chances, He wan UL
ready to go any
more profit in this stuff, you &now, And me talking by the ruins. They
than thero ever was in flash and 44dn'l know how muoch
And I wouldn't be surprised M. It was proabably :
If there was lnr or marchandlse—furs, #nd the Asherman. They may have thers -uuuid be noe murder. He
® was the man to do been unarmed. Perhaps they thought wouldn't promise. He suld be would | .,
usezs the | MIght oharge down the path pre- send the man to the coquing houss at
pared for tham. "nny dldn’t dare riak midnight.  He sald he would try to .4
It was easier throw Morgen keep you Interested there, wo you
woulda't hear anything outside and
to meaddie, Hut he swore

g g o - Tw&h;\m. 'Y Martinsburg this afternoon.

lli tm:l “ hr“" n;“'lle. to
(1] rop from his opportanity.'
“Then whers''—— Anderson an, It
“Cartalnly not in the houss, It
no cellur, and he had to keop it free KlINg come out than to face a murdar ba |
for your friendly visits.
thut evideoce. It It was the looped snnke he heard pa
stored In the aslave ratlling
uarters, In the ones he had repaired. out to the boat the naxt morning—to | took back my promise
~ Wacall wlarted to run out

was probably

He broke off, looking at Tony, 1'n- safe™
uratanding flashed from the native's
He wanted (o spoak,

“"What s it, Tony ™

N ive' Hps  parted. He ought to be ready now to go to Sand- ble. He"-——
pointed  toward the ruined slave port. Are you?™
"It wae kept there' he suid,
“How oan you be sure of Lhat?™ wu. evident

[ dldn't know then*
You idiot!

* -
“Thethe nlght [ was caught in the 'he marehes.
I don't know how that bap-
pened, hut''—

Miller glanced signdficantly at Ane

“1 only saw bhig packing onass

. 1 didn't think any more Miller walked over ‘lo
about It til now."
us how {1t hugmad Talk
m:‘\‘\lr Makas yourself ulm . @he turned
18 natlve swaysd m foot to :
fuot, embarrassed, unacoustomed and from weeping. Her lipa drooped, him
unhappy in the contrs of the slage. 2 9 )
“f was walting for you at the snd - & rest wers my uncle's aown people.
of the avenus. It was light then, 1 JO throush the path: therafare you
wasn't afruld
outside and peek through the window
—they tell such storiea
quarters, you know. And it was day-
1 porter dared myself. | want
The window was broken. An
old rag hung over |t
There wersa thean packing

“That's all. That's all I saw.” him into bankruptey.
“All you saw! But how did you would get even with the government.

“Then you knew his plan when you
“l told you," he answered, “A lit- came here?™

tle aftor that 1t got dark and I was "No, ab, no. Don't think I'm bad"

frightened. | staried dawn the path Molly seuted hersslf beside her on
yoars. You can to the boat, 1 don't know." the sofa and took her hund. ‘The girl

e had te got you | Hut whal happened before that— NKinticed at her yratefully, wonder-

He had THL, 0 woman—the eook.” as his brothers to the Andersons. One

"y peak . had bean his partner. The other was
-.’\-L‘:‘-?"' " 8 yeur In the same business. He told me
“Well—what 1 things that weren't wrus aboul iLhe
“Hhe told me Mr. Morgan had sald Andersons. That was why | wouldn't
I was to have a Joit of welkey.” be friendly even at first, why 1 held
Mlller gromped Anderson's arim, wherm away, Hooner or Ister | bhad to
“That's it! OFf courss he had been discover svarything. That day came.
watohed. And vou drank it! ig | suffered alone. 1 tried to find the
You ses, ho 0Tty Tt Al right thing to do. You don't know

balf, I'm not much was 1 to do” There wis no ope to
whiskey drinker.”” whom 1 could go, And 1 had no
vou ses! It worked monsy 1 couldn't leave the island,

slowly, He wasn't drugged bling. and 1 couldn't betray him. Onps doss

woods and bound him in case he him and begged him to give/dt up. |

had Anlahed him. He began 0 come made me promise ™
That woulda't have made any "
There's difference, but they heard the kirl to.-night?" Molly ssked,

“Hecause | knew the boal wan com-
o was telling Ing w-night. It ways to be Lhe blggost

longth,

down and lat their ﬂn in the am
'm afraid charge. Ho they flung Wae cords off, If yuu did meddle
That's why Morgan r

And out what T knew, He saw he was wWould warn you,
of the house"
He smiled mirthleasly.
“Ry and by, Tony, you'll he ssham-
#ad to look u ghost in the face, You

After o moment she continued.
The man noddead sheeplshly. “Hut | got free,

thoss al

Tony, why Tell them to send a fast launch o son began, “and" - —
Miller ralsed his hand,

whatl they can themaelves" “DUndearstand,” he sald to the girl,

tutqmad her m:ld::“i’mn;u‘nm
"l am sorry,” . "Hut you ses ih
what we know already.” "“Duu?m he s dumb.

“You were thers that night” he

sald softly, "You warned me not to He hatss normal men

an outcast.

He oould trust them.

I reckoned 1'd atand oy . What they were dolag with |y qead. O, 1 know! I you wiab, 1 e Ind)
2 think | have & way of uaking the — ———
about the “m‘h‘:f:,,“' anawer. Heo wpread hin ;i nerman spoak, and, since there s 3
oy dont !u.nt to belleve thess much that I can't tall you''=— WNG AWAY m

“How? Miller unkaed,
't don't Hke—I'vls succend.

ngs-"’
i 1,
l!ha apoke. Tler wolca was scarcely st with hm sasily before.

I pushed It yore than a whisper

1 thought 1t was fun thell. but
later 1 understood why 1t waas,

He sat on the sdee of the sofa.
gl R She hesitated. She sighed.

'rll.’u you didn't know It was to be

| aar@ Adels hnees shal  Wille

\

)

[ iness.  Then the government fined friends—until she can tell
him heavily for evading customs OF me-it's reai?

duties. He paid the fine, but it droye ~Jim!’
He swore hoe

in the end he NOtel to which they would go o Mars

“Why were you treated so brutally

organ's man stroke, | trisd to make him promise 10 the gasoline lsunch fo explore the

oouldn't let it go on. 1 c.c:mldi r:::l“i rou! Jite ahsad, 1 —

the lbrary door, The girl sat
al Hhe raised her torn wrists to her easy chalr turned toward the
"Ho lost Ms tempor. It was terpl- W'AtoW. Hho gaszed !

Without thelr p, ¢ r Miller's entrance sh
“That's right,” Andarson sald “This kunowing it | went to the edigs of the “:.t ,:‘,,ﬂ,d‘p:,t him. 'c&m.:

to ba a by haul. The alearing st the coquing house. | minde hor join Anderson on the
Authorities ouwght to be warned. They up my mind to stay there all nlgbt, glosed the door softly, He
And you never "lllit aoateh the man and possibly and, If you hesrd anything, Uf You ward the girl. HBhe Lo;.a up, & ]
lleged brothars in the river or ran outl, to keep you from coming frightened, uncertain. MHe stood
this way where the danger was. Then fore hor. He waa ll-at-euase
“Take Morgan's launch,” Milier dl- some ope oalled from the boat and
rected, “and swing around to tha You owme, When the blus lght pname” he sadd, 1 unde
beach whers wa jaft tha dinghy. The burned I knew it was too late. [ but mow-—couldn‘t you™
fire's gone to the right. You ought to koew you would take your Ufe In
“Me was caught, ax he culln it, aftar find the puth open to tha river end of
he had geen enough to glve the whole the Island. Take the boat youn hired Heht was.'
Hut why didn’'t he know? this afternoon and rouss Handport,
Why did he see no one?
didn't you tall me you bhud discovered Martinaburg with the news, and to do

Her eyes were wide, The Hnes alﬁr 3
ur hands to find gut what the bilue had come Into her face ol

“We know It was a sigual,” Ander-

1 " \‘Vm'ho':mmw1 h-td uol:;- :tl::: lh:fml;- “I appreciate~1 know the strain. 1 more becauss of what has
waed It was furniture they hadn't fae reluctant o {. hate to put vou on the rack, but the
g’ . 4 the girl. He fsherman—I've trind. He won't talk.” mered & litile,
" “No," she sald. “"Hs wouldn't any-

Her eyos wera red  wygy  That wns why they used
Because of that he has beed

Well—my uncle

When we
“1 waan't walting—to warn you at first came my uncle asked me to do
There was writing on theo. | fpar” .
to n:d&hn‘;.m;tj n;mabnd:
& ou tehen an
down the avenue® B’ done. S 2 =5 mlt‘!uluot no G‘I‘u.i:wluo" uhlo..l..lg. mer
and wet pm X ‘“No. new other things, t " o what you Where .

. S amited.l “la Gunala. WAL ey semal”
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room.
helped her
and Molly lowed.
Miller plwed the lamp on the
fisherman's eyos blinked at
but as they grew acoustomed
Ight his countenance
statussgqua axpreasion. g
The mirl faced him. She looked
hin o.n.. Hhe spoks o hitm
soothingly.
lllllr und-rltlmd. This was hype-

(TN )

“Whou did you learn that?™ B :
whinpered.

Hhe motioned him to be quiet.
A fow momenis she began to g
The right arm of the fisherman
rose at her command while the
nalnhnd ;Ju rhort-hand of the

n a dreamy volos, as €
were almost hypnotie lm
transiated these signals, They
now the goods had been ﬁ"
Morgun's accomplice In
one of the Dabamn islands; how
brothers bhad gone thers in
sl schooner with a Jamalean
recelvad the gooda, stowed ilﬂ
In miscsllancuus cargo, and
for llaruuburc. how It lld always
boen arranged for the seh
reich the inlet bar in Ube
the night, when the fisherman
#llp out in hi% silent tug and ke
the boxes; how the blue signal
wis burned as a necessity to
the schooner her course for the mouth
of the river and to gulde the -
mian to the entrance of the
chaanel ncross the inlet

To-night, she transinted, the
had alarmed the Haherman.
not dared walt for the light
taken his chances abd coma oa
(nu of his bmw Iul come

nhm ::::l t'.'..l’ m with Mm‘m

shown him Miller on the sh
tating before the entra
gerouns forest. He had
wnd, when Millar was about to
the furblidden guartars, hu
him on the temple from be
Ing him in the buliding with
wnakes, he had delayed for a
necensary execution while
tried unsuccesafully to find Morgan.
Bhe turned to them wearlly, L,
“I'here is nothing elseo, 1n there?™
Miller shook his head. He
to the rear window of the cu
Names had done their w
Only a red wlow hung somb
u bl ned duoﬂ.. {1 mlu to
tha clofids where
the dawn with inu ew
it baok.
"There's nothing cln. he ﬂl.
“Hring him out of it."”
He went down tha ladder, ioe“
ing to Molly and Anderson,
they were in the lower hall he
thelr hands,
“Would you mind™ he
“Will you take her home with
shelter hor until whe can

nightmare through which ]
in pleasant dreanms? You're my

I H
i
i
il

L
-

]

Molly crind, “You know!*
Anderson laughed softly. s
“To think, after all, it was on Cap-

tain's Inland!’

They heard her descending the “-
dor.  Molly went to meet her at the
foot of the stairs. Miller led Anders
son to the veranda.

CHAPTER XIX.
The Dawn. - N
EY ant on the steps, watah- 'f
Ing the sky lighten for lb
birth of day, fresh, 15
full of the health of youthy
They roused thomselves
only when they heard the eh -
of the musoline launch. Then "
walked to the pler and met the depuly H
sheri® and the rough oative PSS
which Tony had brought from BSends
port. L
They anawered the necessary “"
tions., They told all they knew. They
gave the sheriff the address of the f

“@W‘W o "_-. ST S ﬂ H, .

Jn

tinsbure,

The sheriff left twp of his
to take the Nsherman and the A
to Sandport. He set out with the rest 4

Y

marsh chapnuis to the porth of the

“Wae've done all we can” Mi
, gt to the dingy
row out lo the ri. Coax her
and bring her around hare.
shie holds together, sne'll have ua

(o
lights, und the rackst of life, & 8

Ho entered the plantation
wilked across the hall, and

surruwfully gver the black waste
tha forest
Molly had been sitting near

“You have never told me your
rstand wh '

aoftenod. Her lips parted,
“You can ask Lt now? You
to know after sverything thal
happoned T
“You, | care very much-—all

Her vyes wera moist,

"You're not just belng kKind? “
PR ey o":h;j! um
"Ooly very welfishly™

*Then—" she sald

Hhe reached up and drew his
olose to her lips. Her lips
- He smiled and turned toward
ba
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