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IHAYOR IGNORES

PROTEST OF CHILD

 VELFHRE B

Usurpation of Power and Di-
rect Violation of Widows' |

Pension Law Charged.

NO ANSWER TO LETTER,!

Kngsbury in Control and Only
Eighteen Cases Are “Ready,”

5,000 “On File.”

By Sophle Irene Loeb.

This 18 how the Widows' Pension |
Law, ohamploned by The Evening
World, has boon treated in New York |

City:

March 24, 1916—Bill passed by
almost unanimous vots of the
Legislature,

April 7, 1918 — Gov, Whitman
signe the bill, with streng lotter
indorsing creation of Child Wel-
fare Board.

July 1, 1918<Law goes inte of-
feot,

Aug. 8, 19156 — Nearly four
months after passage of the bill
Mayor Mitchel appoints Child
Welfare Board.

Aug. 13, 1915 — Board ergan-
izes, but ne money avallable fer
work,

Nov. 4, 1915 — Saven menths
after bill In passed, Board of
Estimate grants $6,000 for In-
vestigations te Jan. 1.

Nov, 5, 19156—Eighteen investi-
gators appointed by Commis-
wioner Kingsbury at $1,080 per
yeoar and approved by the Bureau
of Srandards.

Deo. 30, 1916—Eightssn cases
investigated by the Charitiss De-
partment and ready fer Child
Waelfare Board te pass upon,

To-day — Applications frem
6,000 widows with 15,000 chil-
dren on fie, but ne funds for
relief.

To-day—Over 2,000 children of
widows in institutions pald for
by the city at $250 per week
who might bs at heme with their
mothers If action wers taken in
their behalf.

The above summary speaks for it-
pelf am to the inactivity of Mayor

il pow olakn thut this = another

evidvemnee tha jermlagive e slation
s inFlfective.

e only mandatory provision
in the law was the appointment
of the Child Welfare Board to
carty out the law. Even this was
ignored and tha work of thie
board 8 new usurped by the De-
partment of Charitiss, which has
beean given contrel of the inves-
tigators.

Thousands of peeple, including
erganizations of all political par-
tien and creeds, were behind the
movament of the Widews' Pension
Law and many of thess do not
now mines words in thelr denun-
ciation of the attitude taken by
the Mayor toward thia humane
measure.

Every affort has been made te
put befers him the facts and give

him opportunity fer or rem-

edy, but svidently he has been

!uulod solely by the plans of

emmissionar Kingeh

preased to the board,

As a member of the Child Welfare
Board and the New York Hiate Com-
mission appointed by the Leglaiature
to study the question and frames the
law, I sont following letter w0
Mayor Mitchel and no responss has
been recelved:

ury as ex-

UNANSWERED LETTER LAYING
CABE BEFORE MAYOR,
Deo, 17, 1918,
My Dear Mayor Mitchel:

It in with genuine rogret that 1
am ocompelied to ascqualnt you
through writing, of tha activities
In connection with the Child Wel-
fare Hoard,

The epirlt and Intent of the
Widow's Pension Law has been
grosaly violated in this eity, and
the people behind the movement,
after a long nlege to bring the
law aboul, are now put In the
ponition of wmeeking the proper
remady. The only neceasity for
thelr long fight was to keep the
law out of the realm of charity.

The sum and substance of the
whols matter Is that the Depart-
ment of Charitiea under Mr.
Kingshury has assumed control
of the major portion of the work
of this board, the wery principle
that was sought to avold by the
ondy mandatory clatise In the law,
the oreation of the Child Welfare
Board,

The new machinery was set u
purponsely to test |lis 'art:
aigninst the old 1dea of charity
methods.

The Hoard itse!f reallped this
and took a firm atand (over Mr,
Kingahury's vigorous opposition)
that it should have complete con-
trol over all the work and moneys
to he apent for lta purpose, so
that (1a responsibllities would be
definitely determined.

At my last meeting with u
1 apprised you of this fact. You
promined me that “not a dollar”
of extra appropriation should be
given to Mr Kingsbury for In-
veatigatora to carry out this law.
That If he could conaistently hal
the Investigation prior to Jam. 1,
without {nourring any added ex-
ponse to his dopartment, that thia
would be done only to expedite
temporary investigation antil Jan,
1, In view of the thousands of
cases befors this Board.

That promise was not kept, As

u know I only went oa this

on your assurance that this
law would be carried out as it was

eys nnt specifioally appropriated
A harein provided,'

I e admitted, an It wmust,
that oxtra help wan necessary
ihen the money shauld have been

approptinted ta the Child Wel
fara Hoard, becouse n maxine
the appropriation to Mr. Kines
Bury's department two Hlegalities
will follow, (1) The amount ap-
progeiated s not kept as n "'sop-
arate found,” and (2) 1t will be
paid ot on Mr. Kinesbury's or-
ders instead of the “orders of the
Loecal Board of Child Walfare and
upon propar vouchers therefor.”

Mr. Xingshury, as ex-officio
membar of this bonrd, hus thus
sought to usurp lIs powers, Our
board by A vote asked him for a
writlen atatement as to his abll.
ity to take over thin work in view
of the pressnt overwhelming work
of the Charities Department.

He ansawered that he eonld do
It, In apite of the wall known faot
that has is months behind in his
own investigation,

Accordag to tha Widows' Pen.
slon Law, the board Is under the

sypervision af the State Board of
Charities, and 1 Biave a lstter from
them practically forbldding any
nveatignting being done, except
by the Child Weltare Board (teelf,

{l inclose & copy of 1)

I tried my best to rhow ¥You
thia letter. For over two montha
prlor 1o your iliness 1 endeavored

1o sed vou without suceess, desplies
your statement to mo that 1 could
Kea Yol At most kny time."

When I fulled to ses you I pre.
mented the whola thing to Mr
Housssau, showed him ths letter
of the Htate Board of Charities,
and urged Him to convey the an-
tire matter o youd

His perronal  opinlon  amread
with my attitude entirely: that it
waa for the best Interesty of the
publie and tha oty administration
that the work of the Child Wal.
fars Board ba kept entirely within
that hody

And ull T have for my efforis to
ndjust the wsituntion ls a letter
dated Oct, 20 from Mr. Rousseau
maying "l hope very shortly to

telephone you to oome and see the
Mayor."”

I therafors slncerely regret my

inability to expinin  persoaslly.
Porhaps If your Hiness bad hot
areurrsd 1 might have beop able
Lo mei yoni Hut »0 Ineistent hnve
ben thoe disapprovals of the pibe-
e from all sjdes on this matier,
A tepleal one which Uineloss, that
I am called upon o ptessst my
position, wWhich womnld have boen
A matter of public record long
sinee, but for the personsl cons
slderation for you which | have
nover falled to exerolse an long
an possible Khould you wixh to

have any further Information 1
ahall ba gind to give It to jyou

With personal good wishes, | ain,
SBOPHIE TRENE LOER

P —
Opening of the Colony Clah,

The firat entertalnment given in
the new Colony Club at Park Avenue
and Bisty-socond Street took pince
cepterday afternoon, when Misa Jluth
ues in ald of the
SBoclety In
wWnR

Iraper gave monoli
Bpendwell Country ames
.\I‘-‘rrllluwn. Afterward ten

sorved Mrs, Henry Addlson Alex-
ander of No, 840 Dark Avenue was In

tharge

ADVICE

FROM A SPECIALIST

beenusn (t's worth pfore.
weor aublects, U he

Costs more
He denls with Te

knows all sbout thiose subjoits Fﬂ"‘l!
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Motehes,  Indigestion, constipation,
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Get a Moy To-Night  10¢. and 25¢, tha Box ‘
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Thirty-fourth Street

—-

B. Altman & o,
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An Exceptional Sale of
Boys' Washable Suits

(sizes 214 to 9 years) will take place to-morrow.

A very large assortment of eminently desir-
able Suits will be offered, embodying the best
features of the early Spring styles and entirely
correct as to materials and workmanship.
These Suits will offer decidedly unusual value

at 51.85 &

$2.90

Trimmed and Untrimmed Hats

will be offered to-morrow (Wednesday), in
the Department on the First Floor, at the
following very special prices:

Untrimmed Hats of Satin, with velvet facing,

Several Thousand Yards of
Colored Broadcloth
will be on Jpecial lale to=mmorrow
at $1.45 per yard

This fashionable materiai, in a large number-
of the most desirable shades,

é

has been

arranged in lengths suitabie for coats, skirts;

and suits.

Excelient value at the price quoted.

Semi-made Skirts
at Qreatly Reduced Prices

are an interesting feature in the Dress Goods

Department.

The offering comprises several '

desirable models, developed smartly in broad- N

cloths, homespuns, plaids and serges.

Be- -

cause of incomplete sizes (although there °
is an atiractive range of colors as well as
black), these Skirts are now marked at

$3.75, $4.50 $5.75

Intended by the people behind the
movement whom 1 repssent,

An the matter now atands, Mr.
Kingsbury has himself appointed
every Investigator and they are
under his supervision, and he in-
forms us that this ia to be the

Mitchel in regard to the thousands
of widows and children who were to
ba cared for by the new Widowe'
Pension Law, The measurse was per-
miswive, and legisiators who passed

———r— at . . * . . . o . .

IT MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE WHAT YOU NEED—
A WORLD “WANT" AD WILL GO AND %SET IT.

. $3.00

Trimmed Hats for Winter wear
reduced to . . . . . $2.50 & 475 |

future "mn:od gf administration I
*It'ls with Indignation that Sen- Untrimmed Hats, reduced to 1.00 & 2.00 |
::D:a;: %mtnml:lm'o ::4'::} &
gaaisations appesl to me aaias The newest models, for wear in town or at Women’s Balta Shoes

Widows Psaston Law, the Winter Resorts, are shown in Hats for : .

The discontinued lines, now on sale, still
Women and Misses, featuring the modish
present an opportunity to secure the wanted

I understand that Mr. Kings.
materials and colors, very reasonably priced.
e e size in a desirahle style, at a considerable

to

bury assumed this control through
clalming to the Board of Estisnate
that he could do It cheaper and
used as a clonk the sectlon of the
law that advocatea the Incurring

An Unusual Opportunity to secure an Upright,
Grand or Player-Piano at about One-Half Price

The advent of the 1916 MODEL KNABE PIANOS demands the
clearing of floor space now occupied by high-grade instruments

which we accep

in part payment for Knabe Upright Grand
and Player-Pianos purchased for the Holidays.
ments are but little used—in fact many are now in

‘hese instru-
tter con-

dition than originally, having been thoroughly overhauled by our
experts. The list contains such well-known makes as

KNABE CHICKERING STEINWAY

SOHMER

THE FOLLOWING LIST REPRESENTS

GAINS FROM THE 220 PIANOS WHICH YOU

HAINES

A FEW BAR-
MAY

CHOOSE FROM AT EQUALLY GREAT REDUCTIONS,

SPECIAL TO-MORROW ONLY
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PAYMENT REQUIRED

Planos Talen in Exchange
uicK Decision will get You one of these Pianos

OPEN WEDNESDAY EVENING UNIIL 9 o Clock

WAREROOMS
Fifth Ave. at 30th St.

SUPREME IN VICTOR SERVICE -CONVENIENT TERMS

s e

! shall expeénd or contract

of "unneceasary expenss.'

Mr, Kingabury cannot duplicate
our work. We cannot duplicate
his work. This Is & now law of
auch outdoor rellef, and such out-
door rellef has never before hesn
given by the Charities Depart-
inent,

It In n mere subterfuge on his
part to give out addea patronage
in the way of saluries, e In ut-
tempting to now carry out tha biil
he put before the Logislnture,
which was defeated befora it went
any diastance,

This bl called for a Widows'
Ponsion Law to be administered
by the Department of Charities

with un “Advisory Board” to the
Commissioner of Charities, This
is practically what he is now doing.
The apirit and intent of Sec-
tion 162 that “investigations when
consistently possible to ba made
by the board or by the authorities
entrusted with slmllar work and
without Incurring any unneces-
BAryY expenan’ means only this—
that If some ocase being Invest!-
gated by the bowrd be found to
have already had supervision or
of record In any other depart-
ment the Board of Child Weltars
should use [t without duplicating
that work; or, In the ovent that
soms Investigators of other de-
partments are idle that thelr ser-
viees shall be utllized “"without
Incurring unnecessary sxpense.'’

UBURPATION OF POWER AND
VIOLATION OF LAW.

I call your attention to the spe-
cific requirements of the law that
the appropriation for this board is
definiiely stuted that “authorities
are withorized to approprinte and
makes avallable for the Board of
Child Welfare and to Include in
the tax levy for such coumty or
city, such sum or sums, as In their
Judgment may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of this
articls; such moneys to be kept
o o separate fund to be disbursed
by the proper county or clty flscal
authoritles on order of thea locasl
Hoard of Child Welfure and upon
proper vouchers therefor,”

(iiving the Departmoent of Char-
ites moneys akinst this separate
fund ‘er Child Welfare Board pur.
pones I agninat the lnw, Further
It s not even within the province
of the Hourd of Child Welfare 1o
pgree to public monesys being ox
pended  from this sopurate fund
for thelr purposs, the exnot word-
Ing being: "It s further provided
that no Bonrd of Chlld Welfare
o 8x-
pond under tha provisions of thia
| _aet or otherwise, any publio mon-

\ - Cobda ""l; .‘;r.l‘_rll 1.;:0 Grip.
T TR

SPORTS HATS

reduction from the regular price. .

Women’s Fur-trimmed Tailor-made Suits

will be on sale to-morrow (Wednesday) at extraordinary reductions from former

prices.

$22.50

Included in this offering is a large assortment marked at

& $27.50

m

The Sale of Women’s and Misses’ American-made Underwear
will be continued to-morrow (Wednesday)

The January Sales of Linens, Blankets, Bedspreads, Muslin Sheets
and Pillow Cases, and White Fabrics are now in progress.

A Great Sale of Oriental Rugs

to be commenced to-morrow (Wednesday), and continued throughout the month,
will afford an opportunity—unparalleled at this time—for those who can” |
appreciate choice Rugs to gratify their individual tastes.

B. Altman & Co., anticipating the inevitable limitation of the available supply of choice Oriental
Rugs, have made extraordinary preparations, through their connections in the Orient, to meet

this emergency.

Specially featured will be a collection of Chinese Rugs

The result of their endeavors is shown in this phenomenal offering, which
includes Rugs of virtually every desirable size and quality known to the rug experts of the East,

comprising hundreds of beautiful copies of antique rugs produced during the more famous dynasties,

R4
'



