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CHAPTER I. Next Week's Complete Novel in The Evening World
1

The Ghost at the Banquet.
UUCH BU11T was u taciturn, strong young fellow, who had fended Try your skill ns nn nmntcur detective in working out

for himself since curly childhood. Mo hailed fr9in the Hitter Hoots, this story's mystery. U6t it is only fair to wnrn you
and for a ytur or mora he had lived In the mountains of the you won't be tiblc, to.
Northwest with hln chum, "Slim" Nuudaln, mining for gold, with

rJ" ridiculously poor apparatus, In a region where he know that rood imachinery would havo enabled him to reap untold wealth. I
A Naudaln was a querulous eccentric. The two partners quarrelled often,

wl"1 emotion which ho seemed to enter-- Hurrah had specialized at all" unontt9 Increasing llercencsa. Slim at length, In a moment of homicidal tain for tho opportunity given hlra his mothod ot serving up this lame- -mania, attacked Hiuco with un nxc. In the ensuing struggle, and through no was gratitude, and his refund to be bird which knows no closed season.fault of Urucu's, Naudaln was killed. Intcrestod amounted to a curt dls- - As ho sat In Harrah's outer office on i
In tho pockets of the dead man Burt found a letter written many years "ilssal. a high-backe- d settee of teakwood or- -

earilV by Nuudaln's little sister, Helen. Although Hllm's death was due to Thn second interview, during which nato with dragons and Chlneso devils.
Hruco was cross-examine- d by a cold- - with his feot on u rug which would !no' fault of his, yet Ilrtice sought to make amends by drawing up a document THE FURNlTUrie eyed gentleman with a cool. Imper-
sonal

havo (tono u long way toward Install-
ingmaking Naudalu's sister n Joint owner in tho gold claim. The Honey irwrmiri noveR.b will voice, was suillcleut to make a power plant, looking 'at pic-
tures,Soon otter this "Undo mil" Oris- - ' Why Dom't vou toT To pwon 7S W3 LAUCjH WHEM "E,E kMY PURNlTUriE him realize with tolerable clearness ot Jako Kllraln In pugtllstlo

wold, Brucc's friend, ennio to Burt's all tho same." Vet ho felt a little THEY out his total unprcparednrss. What en-
gineer

garb nnd pose, tho racing yacht
r7 ( ' Hliumrook tinder full sail and Henth-- iof iccognlzed standing hadcabin' with nn Kastern capitalist, T. surprise "Hut tho letter from f Too Expensive .re-

ported rbloom taking a recnrd-smuhln- x

Victor S'prudoll, who hud como to tho '"'H 1.lcr und 11,0 P'clurc 1 want To hew r Rjrmitore? u h.it xmni
upon thn

ihi.n
ground?

tuui thn
Nonel

cmimH
To Jump. , tho sDldcr-lcagn- d office bey

Northwest on a big gamo hunt. Urls- - '"J?,;, o'rry." Bprulcll frowned In been sampled? How many test-pit- a enmo from lnsldo endeavoring to hide
hn.l been sunk, and how far to bed- - ome plcaaurablo exlclomcnt under awold had been hlied as guldu for him. ot,rpluxlty, "but they've been mislaid. somblance of reU- -dignity find qfilca' rock? What wns tho yardagotSnowed In by uu early blizzard, tbo oan't think whero 1 put them, to v.o--here wnrn his rnrtineil nsfnv Nhentji.

inado tlielr wuy to liruce's cabin; but Ha.,,01 '"y B0U''," , , nnd, bis .engineer's estimate for hy 'Mr. Ilnn-a-h has h-- detained and
they hadi hud to leuvu their Cliinus WtUco demanded

you mlsploco
"You

them?"
lc Installation? What trans won't be buck for perhaps an hour."sharply. kept "I'll wait," Unite roplled laconi-

cally.'cooki Toy, ut their cump, ai tba them all together, didn't you? I portatlon facilities?
Chlnamun was too weak to travel. wanted that picture." Uruco, still dazed by the onslaught, The office boy lingered. He faneled

Bruce voluiitvuiud to go bad; for "I.1'". lur", ot..?0,,.rscL Sprudell had turned and looked at tho door Druco because of hbi size and his hat
tht Chinaman; ultliuugli, m that bibs- - T?"Ld "'Kly. "And when It does which had closed behind blm --with a and a resemblance that hs thought

m... I...,-...- .. .?... ..i 111 get It to you bv tho first mail." brlsknc.n which secmod to eny "Oood
tain-death- . Nor could Urlswuld dls- - ."ico did not answer there seemed rMdanci ." and muttoivd, thlnklnp; of Un w...t-.r- n hero of tho movies; be
suudo him. lkforu hu went, Hruoo l" "a7":ul ln,ero ns thn clerk's one sanguine euggnstTon: sides, he was bursting with a proud

"'"tnB in Sprudell's voico "Personality! I might as well bo aaiado Kprudc.ll piuinisu to hunt up and secret. Ho bunched bis eliouldora
Naudala'a sister, in tho Hast, lu eao f3. lmt, w"9 convincing. Uruco hoptoad. nnd looked cautiously behind toward
of Butt's noii-rotur- n; and givo bcr L,u ,thV t,ln!v"tf0.n.K,y that ? WUH Uay after day he plodded, hbi dark tbo inner offlcos. Uotwcen bla palm

face sot in grim lines of fol-
lowingthe deeds to tno mine, Sprudoll "olMng letter and tho pic- - purpose, he whispered:

. .,,..,.. ii... ii iii.i., .1... luie.uuiwnvf wnm coma inev nns up clews lending to poaalbla "IIo' been arrested."
cold-eye- d capitalist, had sought to " was Investors which ho obtained bore and It delighted blm that Uruco'i eyea
inako tho matter sure by sayln.: wrong In his tmaplclons. of course, there, nnd always with the one re-

mit.
wldenod.

,"U you don't, I'll comu bacK and nevertheless, hp was Intensely What credentials had bo? To Third time In a month peedln
baunt you " Irritated by tho carelessness. what pn.Mt succossejt could ho point? in Jersey hU new mnchlno in elghty- -

Bruco did not cumu back. 11c had J'? nr8 anl Bprudcll did llkewlae. HOW MJEYou Nono? Ah, good day. horaepoworl A fannor put tacka la
apparently died in the snow ho and ,ou "r0 Rolng est from hcro7" eroiNcrToQeT You ARE (Soiwr--, ) DARN That ) One morning Hruce opened bla eyea the road and tried to kill blm wlf a.

thoChluanian. Long , ho c1, nni!w"f d shortly: THIS JbMK 7b Hove rr Vmaecie BUMQALOW) ( nnd tho conviction that bo hod failed pitchfork. Sav. my boss et blm. I
brought Toy into tho nearest some- - tr?'"; leaped Into his mind os though It bet bo'U get fined the limit." Ilia fd
irientOro City, liotli wviu half dead l'n dell his lids that Urucfl 7b The rjo Aye had been waiting llko a cat at a nacktla awellod palpably and ho
when they reached tho lllnda Ilouau B",,IJ not BCe th satisfaction in bis BUMGALOW?) TWfT MONey To mouse hole to nounco unon him the Bwaggcrad proudly, "l'oohl be dont
there. And presently Hruco heard a c'"' Instant of his return to consciousness, care. My bosa, bo
rumor that Hprudcll hud srnt a nun- - 000,1 llc J'0", and once more, You have failed! You have got to Wllllst"
Ing expert, named Lull, out to Kok congratulations on our aafe roturn.'' give up! You nrn donel" Tho worda "Yes, ma'am." The stonographer'a
over the ground Hrueo reluctantly took tho hand pounding Into hi bra In affected blm call Interrupted further confldencea

As a matter of fact, Hprud II. :c- - ; otered, wondering why it was that llko hammer blows ovor tho heart. from Wllllo ana no scuuieu away,
lieyiug Hruoo dead, had deotd. d to hI,,r'1,lp1' repelled him an. Ho lay motionless, Inert, hui face leaving Bruce with tbo lmpreaalon
Keep tho mlno fur hlmsolf, ami had Ooodby, he answered Indlffcrent- - grown Mllow upon the pillow, and that tbo.boy 'a a4mlraUon for hbo
gono' Wist to form a company to 'y. as ho turned to go. ho tnought that the feelings of a was not unmixedJl?JW
work It. On tin- - way, ho h;ul cun- - Aim Cono was .sprudull s best friend, condemned man listening to the Tbo hour bad odoor
scnted to an Interview for u Middle Abo in his comparatively short career building of bis gnllowa must be iwme- - opened and a bago. Omt-otMOb- a.

West newspaper on his cxpcri'V.i cs had ilono many impulsive and 1 II ' dynamic aort of peroon wont awing- -

In tho blizzard. .Miss Dunbar, tno conpldered things, but ho never com- - Tho." whoba0vo'truggled for acme-- f"l&m WofikS
reiioi'tor who blni. lint- - mltied a wor.so (mix p.ia than when thing, trle.1 with all tholr heart and vlnLf hfml'a
ened with rejpei'tful Interest to hit ho dashed unannounced Into Spru- - soul, fought to tho hurt, atom of their 7 Llldm J Wmfle?d
htory, until ho told of the de.i'h of dell's otllr-e-, at this moment, dragging strength, and failed, know uomotbtng SSfil .i6" rat buJ."8llm" Naudaln at Hruee's .landn. Hn custotnor by tho arm. of tho sickening heaviness; the du.?. yaAmodchalgedcVa
Then her pretty face blanched' with "Kxrusc mo fur Intrudin'," ho npol- - ncblng depression wh ch takes tho Th"Btorapher and
horror. For slw was the "Helen" of oglzed breathlessly, "but my friend vitality and seems actually to alow yovSg

apcodod
and accountanta

np
'thn letter Hriicc had found Helen here. Mr. Herman Klorshelm shako up tho of the. hoart. thel" clerks

andbating bcit to work with sealhalf sister. hands with .Mr. Sprudell, HermanNutidaln'sDunbar. Out world, he told himself. which merited immediate.Hprudcll gave a banquet to f 'llow wants to catch a train and he s whore men won thlnga by their MBtdulty
whlla "Willie," Hrucwhich ho terrstPd In what I been tellln' him promotlon.

:i banciuot at of he hod failed llko pttlabtaany f,ccd camt fronl R riof acaslon In
hoped to float his mining schcni". :n that placer ground you stumbled on weakling; that he bad been hand!- - private offlco with the dazed lookthe dinner a waller this fall. He's got friends In thatthe midst of capped by unpreparedneaa) was no' of who bos )xA bean through an
brought htm word that Hrucc uurt country and wanted to know Just palliation of tho crime of fsJhrre.
wished to speak with him. whero It Is. I remember you said ezperleoco.

Sprudell crew a curious, chalky something about Oro City heln" tho ot a tblct r. over known. I've reaul Helen did not mention, as she laid "How wuu.d a -- Uanger go about bow be had gotten on: toon h. took SwdZriMtaK .aWW uS anxplXt
hltu and stood quite still. He felt Ids nearest J'ost Office, hut what rall- - your story In tho nowspaper, and so that amount In her eager hand, that raising money here for a mining his list and wont back to.tbo hotol pro- - mirtakes of Inoxnerlenea to lack of
lor going and turned quickly lest It road Is It on? If wo need any outside has tho old man who eaved yojr rot It wns part of the money she had proposition?" . pared to spend,aomo wiiJous hours mtelllgenco. His mother had 'over- - HE--, ZZLZn .t'U. t

ohscrved. money why, Herman here" ten lire. Wo Know you for tho lying saved to buy a pair of long gloves. A. aulzzlcal arsrosslon cafne Into the In tho time which must intervene be estimated him, he had orareatlmated Ilia measuredApologetically, to his guests: Hmcc's hand was on the door knob, braggart that you are. You ruado "Thank you" cayly "over so much clerk's eyes and a faint smllu played foro ho could expect to hear from a - im unuiujiwuu iu uo promoters."
TiinH 4a

eyea
iaI In n IntifiA

"Ono moment, If you please." but ho lingered, ignoring tho most yourself out a hero when you wor a obliged! I'vo got a corking Idea In about his mouth. Ho looked Hruco night telegram ho hail sent. Ho hoped supposed he was fltted for anything Df
jtruce

appraisement,
trotj

and Bruce on Wh
rrttnembered that Hruce Hurt urgent Invitation to go that he ever weakling and a coward. my head for a Sunday spoclal. and ovor with somo personal Interest be- - tho answer would como In tho morn-Ju- st but manuaUahnr. rnidell had been HamLhpart subjected to the same.d warned him that ho would como had seen In any face, "You'ro right yon tell the truth us soon as I write It and get tore hn answorod. ing, for disappointments, ho had riKin, un iiiwiiHut wunu uu

iick and haunt him. "I'm busy, Abe," Sprudell said so when you twit mu with the fact that paid" "If I was tho stranger," he eald learned, were eimlor to boar when thn bad sneered that muscle
untruly,

was his only
mpiff scrutiny,

without
There was nothing of the wraith, or sharply that his old friend stared, 1 havo no money, no influence, per-

haps
"No hurry," Holca answered with a dryly, "I'd get a pluco of lend pipe "n shone. at an tf M Trf n

however, in the broad- - "You Intruding. You should no brains not a single asset, nulzzlca.1 mnllc. nnd )in watehe.! Mae nnd stnnd In an nrenwav nhmit 11.30 Tho telegram was awaiting blm hi. Mm It Bruce felt Instantly at bis oa.

nhouldercd
phantom,

flguie In a d sent your
are

name."
have as you say. but bruto strength; yet Smith clamber joyously on a strcot one of these dark nlchts. That's tho Wlion ho ruturned from an oxcurslon behind III inr,? Slims MJf hta h n'nccd a WnS of relief as

watching Sprudell's somehow, I'll beat you!" llo stopped ,.ar i0 rillo two Kinoks and aoend the only wav I know to raise, money for to dopurtmont storo which had l.lankotH and tho Uttered and
do a uXny, a atrango. laJi. .Htctt-o- sitting urllco closed tho door which ho had closer and looking deep into tho In. " - t. ...... ...Itt. uv soogan trtion tin. ufaro that Helen had walki .5 abrhi mining In this town."nucnwie. purposes Ebbing through tho rapids with thoapproach wan ominous partially oponed and camo back. apoal htafantllo blue eyes that had grown as blocks to save. cltemunt A nuijostlc blouilo hau as tongup.

With fair semblance of cordiality "IJon't mind me," ho said Hruco stepped back abruptly and . ".v-- ,, w.ii slowly, hard as granite, reiterated "Some-
how

sumcd kind of llarrah nneiired AbonHelen dead boobs. a protectorate over ryaM.forward with was broke; A3 his dark face reddenod, nnd largo cans Jingling In the bottom,rtpmdell bastened looking at riprudell. "I'd llko to hear I'm going to win!" eho returned to her hall bedroom she him nnd dissuaded hlni from his orig-
inal

perbapa a' year or two older, and feehand. about that placor the ono you stum-
bled

To say that Abo Conu nnd MR Her-
man had to fight back the tears. .She

"Sorry 1 bothered you," be eyod intention of buying thirty yards whllo Sprudell, with his hateful, was as tall, though. lacklnc Bruoa'samazed! Astonlsneo on last fall." Is not tho clerk stoadily, "but I made a womanish mnllo, wittchod hla iirno-nilnloi-"I'm Klorshnlm depn.-te- lighted her cheap oil stovo. Thero of niching for Ma Snow, who ran tbo thickness and breadth of shouldar.rrhi vou would be." Uruco "We'll come another time," Abe enough they faded, vanished, with-
out

mistake In tho way I sized you up," dnparturo. Hruce drow hla IIU gor01a?flthe door nnd she low-
ered

' arms wore, long aswas n rap upon ". Zli r Hh.oVe across his damp forobead Ifntwwercd grimly. Ignoring Sprudell's gaj,i cmstfallen. a sound. the shade n little no that tho bell, It wns the clerk's turn to flush, but und he had hug White flsta with
bttnd. "WTiat about Naudaln a sis- - Hruce turned to him: Sprudell'f eves qunlled n little ih boy with her evening pnpor should becauso ho really was a good follow to sell him anything so w nLi fro cklee on tho back that looked Mki
ter7 His family? Have you done any- - xo. don't go. I'vo Just come from the fierce Intensity of Draco's not sco her reddoned eyes. Instead nnd thero was thnt In Hruco'a un-

usual although ho protested that It had thi gtngvr anaps. Fiery red eyebrows a
thing to locato them?" Ore City and I may bo able to tell gaze, but for a moment only. of thn papor be carrUd a long pnsto-bnar- d

appoaranco that he liked, he looked In V ,,J." aurr. as
"Everything within my power, my your trimd something that he wants "I'vo heard men talk 1'ke that be-

fore." box. called him hack wbon he would have s UofUUhls moYher-- r gowV
fc vMSnSTWfriend they're gone." to know. Where is your placer ground, Ho shrjg red a shoulder nnd Flowers? How extraordinary ironn. somo fifteen years bofore. Ncir- - 'J .". .... '""." bla abort beard resembled nothing

"UOno! YOU C01IIU not imu mt;iui Sprudell? looked Hruco up nnd down at his perhaps Peters; nn, not Peters, nn "I apologize." he aald frankly. "I lectlng to explain that his gift was jonWavy " muob " nind Wrt
"Not n trace, wpruueu loimtu mm Sprudell sat down in his office coat too tight across tho chest, at bmln't nnv Imih neqa In rot fnnnv f,. ,, ,,n,. nil Ifiv n r nli eft riopresaion wmon . n.-- l., ln tii.ai.f.- -sho read tho namo of a sldo street

BQuarely In tho eye. chair, toying with a desk fixture, his sleeve, too short for his length f.t florist on the box, ho was not to bo when you asked mo a civil question, orepo do Chine, garment was held Z'ZlLZV Pndency and orlfa fa,, VhlcTwM
"You did your best?" while Hruco shoved both hands in his ann, at his clumsy miner's shoes, as suspected of any such economy as but tho fact is, tho town's been alluringly beforo his embarrassed U"V., "JTS. ,.: . . darker hado than hla baard.V, Hurt. I liil mv best." trousers pockets und waited for him though to emphasize thn gulf which that. Roses a dozen a little too worked to death with mining eyes and n Jllmy petticoat, from bo- - ,"M, "h "" hroshed atrtdgfit hack trom' Ii th,and ' ""Well," Uruco got up siowij. i to speak. lay between Hruce's condition full blown to last very long, hut schemos. Nearly every onn's bnen neath which. In his mind's eye, Hruco ""; "v.ntjv ,iu rorehead. A tuft of hair gtood

KUf ' I'll register." Ills voice and f.jcn "Hurt," he said finally, "I regrotthis his own. Then with Ills eyes
hateful
bright lovely. T. Victor Sprudell's card fell bitten to tho point of hydrophobia, could sen Pa Snow's carpet slippers. 1L"

thn"I'fUJhn'Jl thr? rarS?nd UI on ' Mkeund hisBho'wcd Ills disappointment. "You live unpleasantness, but tho faot la you did with vlndictlveness
confidence his Hps, out as she took them from tho box. and I doubt If you cnu ralso a dollar lu which Ma Snow "eased her feet." furuitiirn worn glvonJn?iL.-IK.- 7 try-o- ut

game-coc- k. Everything about httt
n seo ou smllo of upon without f Honda." In nnd In thn end ho Indicated volcanlon this, hotel, they said, fo i not comply with tho law you havo ho stood tn Ills setting of affluenco pooping out. beforo going Into the discards. temperament.

n tho morning and get the picture never recorded and you are located nnd waiting for Hruce to g), Hrucn stood before the blackboard "I wouldn't say I had much show fought his way out through morn Tho only thing whloh stopped him Jlarrah represented to Bruoo pnw
ind tho dust. oiii. -

that ho
power

might close the door. In thn Hnrllesvllle station studying If that's thn case," Hruco answorod, women than ho had seen together In from going further Wsn tho roof. Ho tlcally bis last chance, bat there Was)
men. niuu - -- i) the A "for I'm long off range." nil his life with n box of silk huso nothing tn Harrah's Yelled,,"In tho r ling. you ve tauen auvamagn or tno schedule. train went west at a way my had no means of Judging what the

cu.se mo now, won't uii? 1 have a information with which I trusted you CHAPTER II l.'i. The llrst train went east at "I'vo never promoted anything moro lu appallingly vivid colors and n original coloni In hl rug had been eyes as hs motioned Bruce to
lUUo dinner on." to Jump my ground?" Hruco's eyes II. 11.10 He hesitated n moment, then Imnnrtant. f in ri :l tlie.-itr- nnrlv or a beaded hag which, ho hail it on tho l.avn by an inch or two close to tho chair nnd Inquired brusquely '"Wall

llo lingered a motrtent to watc.h blazed into Sprudell's. Thorns and a Few Rotten. the expression of uncertainty upon motor trln." Mm clerk voimhtafeil. saleslady's honor, was "nil the rURO." wall, nnd every brass handle on the -- what kind ot a wildcat bar you
Uruco walk across the officii and ho "Tho heirs could not bn found, you his face hardened Into decision He "hut I ahmtt.l Ihliilr unmn of hn hmt. HrUCO took the yollUW OllVCllOprv drawers of his dresser camo out at got?" whlcb would have led an ob-

servernoticed how ho towered almost head WPrt, given up for dead, and in any IKI.KN DUN HAU was exercls turned nulcklv nnd boucht a ticket ers who handle mining stooks would which tbe'Oesk clork handed him and tho touch. Tho lonn faucot of cold to wager any large amount
imd nhouldcrs above tho clerk at the CVPni VP noj exceeded my righta." HI inr that dnilbtflll economy, east, if Snmdelt hsd lleil be wan n. bn llin nennln tn sen. Tliprn'i n irnnii looked nt It with n feeling. of dread. water dripped comftnntly and he had that hta last chance was a good one.
deak, and ho saw also, how, in spit" "You have no rights upon that walking to savn care-fnr- e, lnr tft nnd It out firm two doois .above. I can give you He. had counted tho hours until It to Btnn,i on a ohftlp tlmo j, Hruce's eyes opened and he stared
of his clothes so obviously ground!" Hruco answered hotly, "ily mJg When she saw an acquaint-

ance,
As he sat by the car window watch- - thn names or a few peoptn who some- - mii mu nuw .... nun raised the split grcon phade. Vhen for the fraction of a eecsnd at the

reftdy-mad- c. ho commanded, without locations wcro properly made in Mao Ing the smug, white farm-house- s and times take 'flyera' on the side, but t0 onfinJV " nae.xnt so muoh to him ,,,, wiped his faco ho toll through tho Sud?no1M i thn JUeat!on,. than they
Smith, with hereffort, tho nttentlon and consideration siimV namo nnd my own. Tho aam- - big red barns of the Middle West even they don't go Into anything that everything In fHCt the moment was holo iu tho towel; he could never get lsbed a he answered shortly,

for which, in his heart. Sprudell know vnK and tho cabin and tho ttmnol eyes fixed upon her In deadly purposo fly by, tholr dull respectability, tholr isn't protty strongly Indorsed by somo erlsis, but ho managed to tear tho nvor a f(.riln(T )lf iirpr0 ttt meoUng .
1 m not peddling wildcats, or teTl.

thit ho Mmsclf bad to pay and pose ,.0unt for assesssment work. I had not making a ben. line across tho Btrpet. rommonpl.ice prosporlty vaguely dn. ono they know. There's always tho envelope across with no outward in- - hands lu tho middle, and tho PMnliijr stock to widows snd or- -

and scheme. abandoned tho claim." If there was any ono thing morn pressed him What If he should bo chance, though," he continued, looking dlcatlon of his dread ...,t,.i,...i uim..iu i,u 'i.,i.,.a hi,, phans If you happen to be either."
A thought which was o strong. '.Nevertheless, my engineer Informs needed her sentenced for life to walk up to bis Hruco over epfculallvely, "that somo ln 1110 contents at a glance .a,,.,, ii.i i ,.,, Capital Is not accustomed to tartto complete depression it and there wns such mllef, nuch re- - jo;.(hed answers to Its caustic humor fromllko a conviction that It turned n)0.. front door between two rows of onn may tako a fancy to you person ii0 tho iiliaublnesi of Itso

him cold, flashed Into his mind a no "Your engineer?" A light dawned, was n meeting with Mao Stnlth. wiutownsiieii rocus, to live surroundml1 ally. I've noticed that personality nwed hope in his radiant farn that naii thn suggestion of germs, decay. j'iouiin iu unm tu ifii.iiti:i.ti uninianco
looked. If. by any whim of rate. "wilbiirt mil pity you did not She stopped and waited, trying to hy a picket fence, nnd to dlo behind Komotlmes wins where facts und fig- - t,l0Miles,k olo5k, wan mavr,i ttn "''"jerve. tHjvorty. added to for their enterprises, 'Harrnh raised
Helen Dunbar and Hruce Hurt Mionhi m(1(,t lnnii u hrlght young chap" think what It was Mao Smith a pair of nent green nlinds7 Hu t Vires couldn't get a look 1n." smilingly: newn I gather." j.Ih depression llo nnvnr had any his1 toothbrush eyebrows and once

And Hruce was so glad, so happy, Ucli fenllnu.s nliout IiIh rouirh hunlt ""ire favored Hruco with a sweepingndvantaeos his thoughts ofmeet, all thn niateiul met nnli nnlco answered when sho hurried llko that. mostly wero n Jumblo Hrucn answered simply
. .

whlc ho had L" offer would not. Rrmly. "I shall hopn to moot blm tsprudell, of bis insincere cordiality "That lets me out ngiiln, I've no si - V. """, " tuieu wtin c.mar nut gns anu ins pmo " i mv.o ... u, ...
A penguin! that was it Mao Smith ''f " n"Wor tllhio ho had about this Iron a"nN!lV0 TrU. resented.count a airaw s ueigui wnu un . again." nnd the uneTperted denouement when ver tongue I've talked with too fow n",','n?1 mo!T 1?r,",,nnt as bed.

reporter In whom lie had gradually o doubt you will," Sprudell walked exaclely like n penguin. Abn Tone's call had forced his hand; peoplo iTo liave much fluency" "Well, I say I should with Its scratched enamel and tin "Who sent you?" Harrah demanded

become Interested and at last hail taunted, "If you happen to be there "I've been over to tho Chronlclo of Dill and his mission, nnd disgust The r.n-- did not contradict hltn. n;'v so! which deceived nobody Into ro,,,'''
office." Mao Smith chattered. "Left his carelessness In thinking tbem brass, or l!n wobbly Never mind who sent me,, Hruceat own falling to though thinking thatdetermined lo inarij. when we're putting up thn plant. As wissomo fashion notes for tho Sunday-go- od th".n! th" dt-ss- er that ho at each answered lu thn samh tone, reaching

Hut such a meeting was Ihe most I was saying, .Mr. Dill's telegram, record his claims. i Ms nerM inalHv for CHAPTER 111 sworn heartily
stuff but 1 don't know whether...... mmtihlP. There weroHiliii- -.i lastwhich camo night, Informs moand he'll usn 'em; that kid that's holdln'usurer, bridges to bf crossed, that he lias earned out my Instruc

Bprudell wuh anxious to he rid of his ,nH nml therefore. Individually, and
down McXJonnlgle'a Job don't buy had demon-- . rated the truth or falsity "Here." banding Hruco a hastily IMftT would bn a pleasure tomuch space, lie's got it in for mo s'onn reiniilueil unturilei In Would nianueri ii iu r iiiisiiLr lisn oii.that lie might think. president of tho Hitter Hoot Tiacer of Snrii, e I's assert on rbnf Kllm'- - lUt "Vn Tirerln-- i mil rhe.ti I . .... .... . . ....guests :tli anyhow. 1 boat hlni conventionon a y ami turn t. but-- ho had run

When in nee Hii'i'i"-- v . Mining rnmpatiy, I now control ono story when hn wns a rub. I was Just family were not to' be found Hn Mint you, for it wouldn't do any good. nntce's personality so Irrn. of htonoH. Three untried addresses bones and over his high, whlto fore- -
valnr tun iicst iimii ono;. nrn hundred nnd sixty acres of ground un turned thn situation over and over In Some of them come In here often, butdown to office." head.goln' In'your left his notebook and heelTunvel . ami this time his mind and always It resolved itself slstlble that his need of uerolib" the y look ns office flxturnme angreeted uponand down the river. Including the bar "You've"Yns7 I'm on tbo way to tho liMiki.l at them as he nte his frugal got n curious way of trying
Hruce, though with no great cnthu-slasi- upon which your cabin stands." Spru-

dell's
doctor'." Into the tiariio thing, namelv his lack like this mahogany desk or that fund mot with Instant breakfast, ryieculating u.i to which to ralsn money," he observed. "I sup-

pose,"touk his plump, soft hand. small, red mouth curved In its "Yon don't look well, that's a fact. of money Thnt obstacle confronted Oriental ruir." that tho dashing picture-eiqtiosne- was nearest. dryl, "that's what you'ro
Krom the lll.-- he had a feeling which tantalizing smile. Sick?" hlni at overv turn and yet tn spltn of "This is mighty good of you," said hero for'.'""If I'd eaten much beef Iof hH anl as asgrow stronger as the forenoon waned, "You'll never hold It!" Hruce said Helen smiled faintly. "I do feel it, In spite of the doubts and fears' Hruce, as grateful as thoutrh lie had nppearanco

havo ciow lncc! 1 camo. to this town," "You suppose right," Hruce an-
sweredthnt Sn-nil- was "ildlng herd on which reason and caution together written special letters of Indorsement charm of his unconventional speed;furiously. miserable. I.Ike every one oIhc, I got In' meditated a 1m dragged lilt hotly as he. Mood up, "but I'm

lilui." iriianlinir Mm, warding "If I lie days of gun-pla- havo gono a drenching ut tho Thanksgiving hrust Into his mind, his determlna- - for him to nil his friends. "Say," with nnd manner was so faselnatlug that aim get it qui of your
chance acquaintances, ii amu.- - ii by.. j,rll,C reminded him. "An 1 fnmo." ... ioimiihic iiunpiiaii'v, i wisa you capital vlo ated ai tin runs ob- - a in prime Al condition, head." h went on a. tax accUmil- -
him, when lie was buie oi n. lor i vou haven't got tho prlco to fight mo "That's too had," Man Smith mur-

mured
win, ever? wK ' VnflZ!nnf '""'.-- I by experienced Invc.ors niid l"' i. notion I haven't puf on muc.i lated wrath of weeks swept ova him.

thought that It wan due to sprudell s (llc rmlrt8. You'd bettor rnf te i ar August when)n lay down absently. What was a cold slncn It bocamo the chief that i ou'ro talk ng tij tho otltct) bOy.
roar lest he betray hlni In his role or before you start and nave vnurlf compared to the fact that nhn needed It did not tako Hruce long to ills- - the bull-tro- and the redsides nro handed out Us checks with tho cheery tlVttt-l- r,f diet If thirty days of I' found somolsMv .it lasi tint's
hero, though it to Hrueetb.it ,, worry. What can you do? You two dollars and a half'.' "Say. I won-

der
cover that in whatever else Sprudoll biting good?" "(!od bliws vou. m' bov!" which final wil stall a man ...1,1". w.ni v mg enougu m m.iml up 10 unaI tell 'om

short hs was their acmuilntnnce Spru- -
nHVn no money, no influence, no If I could get a littlo loan for u had prevaricated hn at least had told .Me7" The clerk started, thon hn warms tho heart toward Capital in wecKs or crow Ho to Mm : 1 iloiiht, ir 10 no in neir miii'; iou iiecun 1

dell should know him better than ),raitl(i t0 Hpe.ilt of," he sneered In- - fnw days? You know 1 bought this the truth wnrn no sam mat tno nau-
daln

murmured wistfully: "When tho bull-
trout tho I will ever entirely get my self-re- - t"Ueh mv plnpositioii, yon needn't

that. When he had the oung limn Hiillingly. "or you wouldn't bo down suit on the Instalment plan and I'm famllv hod disappeared. They and the redsldes are biting fiction. Such, however, was not speel back iiiilnss," lin added with even lisien to it, but, hear me, you
corralled m Ins ..Mice at the Tool there doing what you are. You two weeks behind on it. The collector mlglit never havo existed, for all thn good! tlie! I liko the way that caie. tho glimmer of a smile, "I go around talk civil!"
'Works, he sennied distinctly relieved haven't a Mngln iisseL hut onr wut, mound yislordny and said ho'd trace hn could find of thorn In thn sounds! Then," with a resigned ges-

ture,
It took one Interview to disabuio atnl lick siiinn of thciii befuro I As Harrnh aioso Hruco look a stop

and his vigilance relaxed. lie handed nilll)ole. and in the mien market thnt'a hae to take It back. I can't go city of a million. " was nevur further west than Hruce's mind of any fjnw, sneaklnv joave. closer and' looked at hlni squarely.
Bruce his own letter to Naudaln s worth about three. fifty a day." around gettlu' fashion notes in my Next bo set out to rahe capital South llethlehim; 1 never expect to idea ho may have had that ho was "I suppose," ins th.aightff ran on. A lurking Imp sprang to life in H.ir- -t

heirs and a roll of notes, saying with Hiucn stood like, a mute, tho blood kimono, and the milkman wouldn't to light Sprudell. have the price," doing I'apltal a favor for which it lut t It's .1 part of thn Hi'hrme of ruh's vivid eyes, a d.ncdcvil look
a smile' which was uncommonly era- - burning In his fare, riven toward leave, iny milk until I paid for the last "If It Jen't too late! If It Isn't too lie looko'l so elllcient and. well would duly thank Mm. The person life that a pet n miiM eat his sharn which found its countorimrt In
clous considering that the money was sum" he never had felt such eholc- - ticket. I'm up again:. t it ami I thought late!" ho breathed excitedly. "Dug-gon- e, drchMid that Hrii.i had thought, hn whom h hulioied with In llrst of ci" Imloin ho gets iu a k1.iUIoii Hruce's own.
his own: Inc. speechless rage as this. If It Isn't too lain!" must receive a lame Nal.iry, and hn call Mronglv convee. i!.e impres-

sion
to make siiiiio min rise eat it, but "I 'uVlirvti you think you'ie a better

"I suppose It won't make any dlf- - "You Judas Iscarlot!" h" said when "Mow nnii li do you want?" Ho out for a IruM company felt hmllv to learn th.it the prosperity after lie had Miiteil lu ciso d.)K-Ki'i- "' with a wrv fce, ' "I'vn man than I am."
ference to you that your gold dust he could speak. "You betrayed my "About two dollnni and a half." whoso namo hn had heard. Actost-In- g of Midi a nice chap was only clothes tlijt he considered that lie, Hruce, sum siwilMwed a double pbrtthll."' "I "can lick oil liny Jump In tba
has taken on a different form." hospitality my trtit-t- . Next in a The tense look faded instantly from a clerk In the outer office, he deep. .e piumNeii to look in on him had obtaluud valuable . iimn under I'lieu he foil 10 wondering If he con- - roiid,' 'Hnim answered'promptly.
tWby,- - no," Bruce answered. "It'a cache robber you'rs the meanest kind Hiss Smith's face. asked; beforo he left tho city and toll htm taUe pretenses. Certainly the last suited his notebook J, Witficld (To Bo Continued.)
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