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| KINGSBURY INDICTED FOR “WIRE TAP;”

- DR WATE FORETOLD FATE
OF SECOND VICTI AFTER
FRST DED, SYS WITNESS

Grand Rapids Undertaker’s Testimony
- of Poisoner’s Prediction Regarding
Peck Startles Courtroom—Ex-
perts Tell of Finding Arsenic.

That Arthur Warren Walite, outwardly troubled by concern for the grief
#f his wife, suddenly bereft of her mother, foretold the death of her father
% a Grand Rapids unlertaker, was testimony given to-day at Walte's trial
before Justice Shearn In the Criminal Division of the Supreme Court on
the charge of polsoning his milllonaire fatherin-law, John E. Peck.

Having murdered the mother by Inoculating her with disease germs, he
bad definitely planned the removal of her husband. This was the toutlmon!‘
of Joseph Sprattler, a Grand Rapids undertaker, who arranged the funerals |
of both of Waite's victims. =

Sprattler's recital of Waite's casual®
prediction of the death of John E. |

preaiction ot the drath ot Yo = GLYNN'S KEYNOTE SPEECH
eame 1o the spectators as a surprise FUH nE“ﬂuHATs UHAHED

and a shock. The sensation caused
Walte to smile slightly.

and Platform

|
i Convention Address
Mrs. Marguret Horton. the comely | Emphasize “Peace and |
young woman whoe Had o studlo for : i'l‘u.'ipcrit\'-" i
the study of musie and French at the 1 .
Hotel Plazn with Walte as Mp and| WASHINGTON, May 23-—Former |
Mre, Walters slpped into a seat ut‘-lm\ Glynn of New York, who as
the bick of the vourt room at thisltemporary Chalroman of the 8t. Louls

she 1= to testify | Conventlon will de!ver the kt-ymm-
| address of the Democratic .-mm-alun
[ has tentatively prepared his speech, |
tand it will be submitted to President
Wilkon soon.

The general outlines of the Demo-
cratic platform have also been agreed

|upon.  Peace and prosperity will be
IHn‘ main features of Mr. Glynn's ad-)
taress and the platform. The legls-

afternoon’s seasion
Jater for the prosecution, thouh the
defense, seeking to prove Walte in-
sane, will try to draw (ron her the
ptory of his talk about the mystic
*Man from Egypt." instigator of evil, |
TELLS HOW WAITE PREDICTED|
VICTIM'S DEATH.
sprattior tuid o Walte's sending for

him to come to the Pack home UU a0, record of the Wilson Adminis- |
Grand Rapids while the body of Mr, |':.m-n particularly the Currency
Peck lay In Lls undertaking shiop, il and clalms that the Administra- |

Ition has been of asslstance
ness and labor will be Included.

The Monroe Lwctrine, us explained
hy the President™in udlrcu-ua, will be
reiterated,

CONFESSES HE KILLED
HIS MOTHER AT CONEY

Youth ren» Police He Demanded|

to busi-

Q& What did Walte say to you? A.|
He wanted to know what was Percy
Peck's Idea about the funeral. He sald i
Bis wife Clara wouldn't stund for an
sutopsy,

Q. And you sald? A,
anything about an autopsy.
Beard of It

Q. Was that true?
there was an avntojpsy”
wasn't telling him

I didn't know
Hadn't

Didn't you know
A Yes, but 1|

Q. Did you have any other cnn; Money and Fired When
wersation with him? A, Yes, [ sk :
to him: "You guessed pretty nearly Hefuscdf |
yight that thme, didu’t you?" He Walter Lewandowskl, u sunken
laughed, very pleasant, and sald: | cheeked young man, a victim of tu-

*Yes, I wis about right.”

Q. To what do you refer? A, After
Mre. Peck's funeral, I drove Dr. Walte
to the station. 1 said, to cheer him
wp, I hoped he would have a
pleasanter journey back tu New York
than he had coming out. And he
paid: *Oh, that's all right., That's
pothing. There'll he another of 'em
in leas’'n three months.™

Q. Did you usk Walte what he
meant by that? A, Yes, sir, and he
sald John Peck was old and not very
strong and might drop off at any
time.

The Court ruled gut the last two
guestions and answers at the reéquest
of Mr. Dsuel.

Dr., Peter C. Vaughun, chemistry
professor at the University of Michi.
gan at Ann Arbor, was the first wit-
nesp called by the Htiate to-day,

Dr. Vaughan set before him on
tabls In front of the witness stand an
unpleasant array of gluss preserve
jars and wooden boxes contalning
phlals. These, he explained, had con-
talned or atill contained parts of the
vital organs of John E. Peck. The
witneas sald these had Leen handed
to him by Dr. Percy Schurts, of Grand
Raplds, who performed an autopsy

berculosis, wus arrested at Dupont
and Oakland Btreeta, Greenpoint, this
afternoon, charged with the murder
of his mother, Mra. Frances Lewan-
dowskl, a domestic employed by Mrs
Fannle Relner of No, 2080 West
Thirty-second Street, Coney Island,
who was found dead on the kitchen
floor last Sunday afternoon

He confessed to the Brooklyn po-
lice that he had been living at a
Bowery lodging house and had de-
manded money from his  mother,
threatening to shoot her. Upon her
refusal of his demand he ocarried hia
threat into execution.

AUTO CROSSES GONTINENT
IN LESS THAN 6 1-2 DAYS

Bohby Hammond, driving an Em-
pire car, arrived at City Hall to-day
after having motored from Ban Fran- |
clsen in 6 days, 10 hours and 59 min-
utes. A Cudillae ear recenlly coy-
ered the route in 7 days, 11 hours and |
52 minutes, °*

Hammond left 8;
1201 A, M, W

n Froncisco al
fednesday, May 17, und
he arrived at Tines Square at 1,59
this afternoon, Tho route thken wus
along Lincoln Highway, About 3,384
miles we covered, Haommond's ear

on the body of Mr, I'eck, is be to hiuve been the, first
The autopsy was ordered, without -u'nnnl.ll- o carry Unled States
Walte's kpowledge, by Porcy Peck, |™mall across the contlnent. A wealed

mall sack was glven him in S8an Fran-
cleco containing a letter from Mayor
Rolfe of that city to Mayor Mitchel.

Comtiaued cn Second Page.)

ENBASSY SECRETARY
IS HERE FROM BERLIN

| ton,"

| where
! yours, also arrived on the Frederick

| plot ls sald to have

Fand discharged.

EPH B
mmw Fikb lm

Mi. Grew Says He Came to See
Children, but He Goes tc

Washington First.

Grew, the

Joseph SBecretary of

American Embassy at Berlin, who Is |

credited with having accompanied
Ambassador Gerard when he deliv.
ered Fresldent Wilson's inst note to
Emperor Willlam and who was with
him when he recelved the Imperial
Government's reply, arrived to-day

|on the Frederick VIII. of the Scan-

dinavian-American Line,

“I shall go at to Washing-
he suld, “just as every one does
returrs from  diplomatie duty,

once

who

| but my ~--ul purpuse s to visit my
children.®
Mrs, Grew accompanied her hus-

band, They nave not seen thelr chil-
dren since they left them with rela-
Lives LwWo YEATN QgD

The Frederick VIII. made the re-
markably good time of elght days
and five hours from Kirkwall. She
put In at that port as usual to un-
dergo British inspection,

The Rev, James Dickey, well known
to all American visitors in Berlin as
pastor of the American church there,
he has served for (wenty-one
and as to the

VIIL, is pesshnistic

.[Irutpt‘l'.'t of an early peace in Europe,

“l can't see where peace is Lo come
from,” he sald. "All Germany seems
to be standing back of the Kaiser,
and there seems to be equal deters
mination In Great Britain to stand
buck of the King. With both nations
a0 grimly set for the atruggle I oun
aee no end ta it in the near future'

————e

'SEEK TO SAVE AMERICAN

HELD BY THE BRITISH

Representations Made by U. S. on
Behalf of J. B. Starr-Hunt,
Formerly of New York.
WASHINGTON, May 231" )resen-
tatlons have been made by the State

Department to the British Govern-
ment, it was learned to-day, In behalf
of J. B, Starr-Hunt, in American cit.

izen, tormerly of New York and San
Antonto, Tex., held at Singapore,

Representutive Slayden of Texus in-
formed the Department that the man
had been held several months without
hearing. His transter to London for
triul Is being sought,

Starr-Hunt left San Francisco as

purser of the American steamer May- |

erick, declared by British authorities
to hawe been engaged in a German
plot to promote an armed attack on
Hritish forces In the East Indies, The
miscarried, and

| the Maverick was lald up at Batavia,

Juva, where Btarr-Hunt was pald off
He was en route to
Singapure  when  arrested  charged
Pywith attempting W communicate with
Germun ngen ll"‘

JAMES J. HILL IMPROVING

8T, PAUL, Minn., May 23.—Although
James J ML s lundltlul. Ia not entirely

sitinfactory. he |x reported to-day to
be recovering slowly from an  iliness
which has Kept him at his home several
diys A member of the houssh II aald
he “was getting along gquite we II Bugsis

ness associates au.m.l him to be at his
office this week.

A

FRENCH DRIVE ON,

BUT BERLIN DENIES
DOUAUNIONT LOSS

Paris Insists That Entire Fort
Has Been Taken Except the
Northeastern Comer.

ON HILL NO. 304

One Report Was That Dead
Man’s Hill Had Been
Lost.

PARIB, May 23.—Fighting ocontin-
ued with extreme wiolence om both
banks of the Meuss along the Verdun
front during the whole night.

| Following is the text of the War
'l Office report:

“In the reglon of Verdun the pattle
continued with extreme violence all
Jast night on both banks of the River
Meuse. On the left bank furloua
counter attacks delivered by the
enemy against all our positions at
Hill 304 resulted in complete fallure
To the west of the hill particularly
the enpemy employed In large measurs
machines to throw flaming liqulds,
This permitted them to penetrate one
of our trenches, but a brilllant
counter movement on the part of our
troops compelled them Immediately to
evacunta all the positions gained.

“To the east of the hill, in aplite of
an intenss preparatory artillery fire,
the attack of the enemy was broken
by our fire, and they could not reach
our llnes,

“On the right bank of the river, in
the sector of Thiaumont and Douau-
mont, the battle has been continued
with ferocity. The enemy during the
night Increased the number of thelr

attacks In massed formation, and they
| suffered enormous losses, They wers
successful In oceupying a  trench
I'which had been taken by us to the
! north of the Thiaumont farm. Every-
where else we held our positions.

"Inside of Fort Dounumont we have
continued to force back the enemy,

and in spite of & spirited resistance
the Germans to-day hold only the
northeast corner of the fort,

“On the heights of the Meuse a
surprise uttnck delivered by us in the
Chevaller Wood was in all respects
successful.

“The night passed with relative
calm on the remainder of the front.”

At one time Parls woas greatly ex-
gited over rumors that Dead Man Hi
had been captured, but was reassured
by the officlul reports,

BERLIN (via wireless), May 23—
The report lssued to.-day at Army
Headquuriery says:

“In the Meuse district fighting wans
especlally lively because of the
enemy's altempts to counter attnck,
On the west bank of the river the
Germanz took & Frenebh blockhouse
; south of Camard Forest. Attacks cast
lur Hill 304 and on the south slopo of
Dead Man Hill were repulsed.

“Fust of the Mouse violent Infantry
engagements occurred on. the front
south of Thinumont Farm as fur as
Caillette Forest: The French after o

WIN

strong fire entered the first German |

position, but were repulsed on the
flanks of the sector by German coun-
Lel attacks

‘South of the village and south ur
the riins of Fort Dodaumont un en-
gigement is in progreas but has not
wen fintshed.  Fort Dovaumeont re-
malns firmly in German hands,

[Thig despatch may have been
filed for transmission to HBerlin
efore: the French had entered the
fort)

“Nurthwest of Fort
temporarily  occupiod
wits reconguered by us

Oy the Combres helghts (south-
east of Verdun), the first und second
IFrench lines were destroyed by our
blasting for a vonsiderable width.
On the Moust
Verdun, near Vaux-les-Palaomex and
Seucey, enemy attacks broke down
under our curtain fire, Bmall de-
tachments which had entered our
trenches were annlhilated. An ene-
my aeroplane was shot duwn south-
weat of Vallly."

Vaux a
by the

el

CITY OFFICIAL AND
LAWYER INDICTED FOR
TAPPING PHONE WIRES.

W. M, L HOTeHKISS VI

FUNSTON GETS AIRSHIPS *
BUT NO PROPELLERS

New Machines Reach Columbus,
N. M., With Nothing to
Make Them Go.

COLUMBUS, N. M, May 23.—Two
of the new aeroplunes have arrived
here, but unfortunately the shippers
forgot to send propellers with the
planes and the aviators manifest a
reluctance to ascending without them.

No avroplane flights have been mado
for two weeks becauss the propellers
on all the old planes were split.

Not one member of the New Mexzico

tered Imto the United Stautes service,
nlthough the Presideat issued his call
two weeks to-day.

About one-half of the New Mexico
contingent, which was ordered con-
|centrated here, has been examined,
and awbout 40 per cent. of this number
has been rejected us physically unfit
and returned to thelr homens.

—_———

cnemy |

helghits aoutheast of |

TAXICAD COMPANY
" INBANKRUPTCY COURT

ll'I'hree Cre.inur» File a Petition

| Against Mason-Seaman Concern
and Cite a Voluntary Act.

A petition In Involuntary
ruptey was flled to-day In tin
States District Court
Muason-Seaman  Toaxieab

bank-

Ugpialnst
Compuny

Ll

The creditors who fled the potition
are the Amerioan Loathor Maoufa
fturing  Company of  New Jeisey,
| claiining & dvbt of $763; the Fiteger
Leld Maputacturing Company of ‘Pou-
rington, Conn., ] onl the  Jax

Gluss Company. Sew York, BT
The petitionera e lll\_ that four
mon' hs WBo C MuasonsSentnan Con -

| pany subdtted an
|by muking prefor
the Hromlwny
other holders o
It is asseted, were viidorsed by Will-

Ut Of Bankruploy
entinl puyments o
Trust Company  anid

lam H, Beranrd, Prosident of the Mi-
son-Sewman Company, und J. W, Sal.
Isbury,

s Bocretary,
piSailogiet s S

(For Rasing Results Beb Page 2.)

Nutlopal Guard has so far been mus. |

United |

f 1ts notos, Thewe nutes, |

.‘M‘ : : !-'_’

CHARITIES HEAD
{5 INDIGTED WITH
PERSONAL lAWYER

Charge of Tapping Father
Farrell's Wires.

CENSURE FOR MAYOR.

Commissioner and Hotchkiss
Held in $1,000 Bail Each—
To Have Speedy Trial,

The Kings County Orand Jury,
after two weekn of Investigation,
handed up to Judge Mitehell May in
the County Court te-day indlctments
charging John A. Kingsbury, Com-
| missioner of Charities, and Willlam

Brooklyn Grand Jury Acts on|

| H, Hotchkiss. hia counwel, with Ille-
mally tapping the private telephone

IWilllam B. Farrell, in Brooklyn, and |

Intercepting messages,

The Grand Jury handed up a pre-
sentment with the indictment. Tha|
presentment states that if the Mayor
and the Pollée Commissioner npproved
{of the tapping of Father Farrell's
telephone wire they desorve the se-
vereat condemnation, '

Kingsbury and Hotchkiss, who were
notified last night by District Attor-
nay Lawis to ba nn hand In the Coun-
ty Court to-day, evidently anticipated
arralgnment, for they wara pccom-
panled by Martin W. Littleton, who |
ncted as thelr counsel,

Mr. Littlaton, on behalf of his
cllents, entered a plea of not gullty
{and asked for two weeks In which to
| prepare for irial. District Attorney
Lewls sald o week would he long
enough. and announced his intention
of bringing the defondants to trial In
the frat week in June., Judge May
allowed Mr. Littleton ten days in
which to prepare him case and held
the defendants In $1,000 ball each,
which was furnished,

Another city oMiclal, more prominent
than Kingsbury, escaped indictment
by & marrow margin, according to
persons who have besn active in
bringing the wire-tapping matter to
the notice of the authorities. When
the Grand Jury adjourned on Satur-
day it was expected that this ofMcial
would be indicted at the next sesaion,
but the jurors svidently concluded
that Kingsbury snd his counsel were
the, men primarily responsible for
the wire-tapping,

In addition to the Indictmenta the
Grand Jury handed up a presentment
which read in part:

“This body, mindful Its  duty
to find Indicunsnts when nll
the svidence before |t talen together
is such as would, unxplained and
uncontradicted, warrant a trial jury
in convicting & defendant, has found
Indictments.

"There Was
Justifying us In

of
only

I sal  evidenos
finding that the
Mayor of the city «. the Polive Con-
missionsr  alded or abetted o the
crime charged, mnd for that reason
|n0 indictinents were found agalnst
them, but if, an does appear, they ap-

T

proeved of the conduct of those whe
| ware responsible for the tapping of
the wires In question for no other
purpose than te furnish counsel
private and personal litigation and to'
gratify private curiosity, and
the detection and the prevention of |
crime, the conduct of the Mayor and
the Police Comminsioner marits the !

most severe condemnation” |

| mained silent, |
| the
in|

| of the Nty of Ngw York it is nec
net for|

MITCHEL HASTENS TO TELL HIS STORY

+

S CONSPIRACY

MAYCR

OF HIS GO-RELIGIONISTS T0

INJURE HIS ADMINISTRATION;

e

'Decision to Give Hns Slde About Wire-

Tapping Made by Mitchel After

the Indictment of Kings- :
" bury in Brooklyn.

POLICE WHO “LISTENED IN”"

ALSO CALLED TO INQUIRY

Mayor John Purroy Mitchel went before the Thompson Commitiee
this afternoon to tell his story about wire-tapping and “listening in” on

week

Mayor Mitchel sent Corporation

wire leading to the home of Rev. lelephone wires. He was in a different frame of mind from that of last
when he threatened that if the Committee didn't hear him right
|away he would “make a statement that would tear things wide open.®

Counsel Lamar Hardy last night %

#sk Benator Thompson to defer the Mayor's examination for s while. The'
request was granted. Whon he left the City Hall st 1 P. M. the Mayer
said he would make up his mind while at luncheon whether or not he
would testify to-day. When he came back he sald he would testify,

Ansistant

District Attorney Will- &=

fom Harmon Black followed the
Mnayor's testimony closely and beside
him sat Alfred J. Talley, counsel for
the Rev. Willlam B, Farrell and Dr.
Danlel C, Potter and his son, Dean
Potter, The wires of these three men
were tipped during the recent In-
vestigation of charges of Inefficlency
made against the State Charities
Department. Part of their conversa-
tlona that were overheard by the
wire-tappers wore put in evidence |n
the Investigation,

Before the Mayor went into the
committes room Police Comimissioner
Arthur Woods and Deputy Commis-
sloner Frank Lord went (nto the ante.
room and hud a long talk with Sena-
tor Thompson. They were asked by
the Benator and Counsel Frank Moss
why Inspectors Murphy and MecEilroy,
Acting Captain Deevey and five de-
tectives concerned In the Brooklyn
poolroom wire-tapping cases were not
in attendance. The Commissioner
promised to order the cight police-
men to report bhefore the committee
al ance,

"It begins to look to me as it this
police wire.iapping ot will is 4 pretty
important matter,”  sald  Counse!
Frank Mowss, *“l don't say that the
cops we brought here this morning
are dodging: they're simply slipping
away from us. But we'll got them
here If we have to wtay all night.
They've gol to gel those policemen
here, They may make fools of them-
selven, but they can't make fouls of

um,

THE MAYOR STARTS HIS TESTI-
MONY.

Senator Thompson administered the
outh to the Mayer

“Well, gentlemen,” Mayor Mitchel
began, “after u period of almost un-
poveedented misrepresentation lasting
geveral years durlng which I have re-
shall reveal to you
fuvts coneerning this matter of
supervising telephone linea As Mayor
CBBATY
that 1 should make Known the facta

YTt ia the more ssily since the

e

| Iing= County Cirand Jury has seen fit

to lodge an unfounded charge against

Mayar Mitchel, when informigd gy | HhT ummibssluner of Chiarities and the
noan ol the Indiviment of hig Chagl. | Seecial Acslstant Corparition Counsel
Uen Commissioner aid Mr. Hotctikine “1otherviore take thia opportunity
ald Lia tel you the facts concerning thie

I oam sorry the Grand Jury ‘..1,.| stperyvision of two telephone wires,
seen it to sceusy Mr, Kingsbury and | e underlying fuots are: .
Mr. Hetehiiss, in both of wham || Fleat That as 4 geoneral proposis
hava perfect confidenc tion for the last two and & half

“What the publie novdy 18 Knowledge | Yeurs, during the entire lifo of this
of thu ity wdministration there has been

underlying facts in this affulr,

(Canl*ud ob Becond Page)

a well.orgunised and purposeiul com-

spiracy conducied by a certaln nume

obstruct the due processes of
government of the ¢ity to In
with the proper and orderly contrel
of the charitable Institutions and the
care of the 22,000 children committed
by the city to their care.

“The details of the conspiracy I

will detall to you. It had is origin
before this City Administration came
in.

“It will be recollected that In 1918
the Hoard of Estimate ordered an In-
veatigation by a sub-committes—
Comptroller Prendergast and mydelf
as P'resident of the Board of AMer-
men. That committes went Into the
question of treatment and care of
children. Iu our examination of the
accounts we found among the reg-
ords of one of the Catholic Inatitge
tions of this city a voucher bearing
the record of a part of a fund ef
$5,000 ralspd among the Catholle in.
atitutions of this oty as an honop-
arium—to give |t a enuphonious name
—for Danlel C. Potter.

“Potter was an examiner for the
Drepartment of Finance, upon whose
sole word wis based the department’s
Information as to the treatment of
the children in Institutions to which
the city gave money. The Comp-
troller secured the reshenation of this
man Potter as an sxaminer,

*The Comptroller secured resty-
nation of this man. In course of this
investigation |t became my duties to
examine the witnesses. Among them
M. McMahon, then Moderator af
Catholic  Charities, who admitted
these funds had been collected for
Danial C. Potter. After baving col-
lected these funda his conscisnoe
troubled him and for that resson he
did not pay It over, but appropriated
it for his own use.

“This man Potter, after passing
through many vieisaltudes, became an
officer of the Ambulance Board amd
later Executive Hecrstary of an as-
sociation of private charities.

When this Administration took hold
Potler's conection was severed wilh
the Ambulance Board, Commissioner
Kingsbury was selected to head the
Charities Department and instructed
by me to Investigate charitable inst]-
tutions. In order that all
denominations might be represented,
Commissloner Kingsbury appointed
Brother Barnabas, representing the
Catholics: Dr, Bernsteln, m
the Jews, and a
nentative,

ber of co-religlonists of my own to

.b
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