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fiald sports In which he excelled all

against an evening ramble.

The Mnster of the Horss was &
young officer of a brave and even
temerarious disposition. He greeted
the news with delight, and hastened
to. make ready. Long practice and a
waried aequalntance of life had given
Nm a singular facility in disgulse;
»& could adapt not only his face and
pearing, but his volce and almost his
thoughts, to those of any rank, char-
aoter, or nation; and in this way he
diverted attentlon from the prince,
and sometimes galned admission for
the pair into strange societies. The
civil authorities weres mnever taken
into the secret of those adventures;
the Imperturbable courage of the one
and the ready invention and ohival.
rous devotion ‘of the other had
brought them through a score of
dangerous passss; and they grew In
comfidence as time went on,

One evening in March they were
driven by a sharp fall of alest Into an
oyster bar in the immedinte nelgh-
Porhood of Lelcester Square, (‘olonel
Geraldine was dressed and painted to
représen. & person connected with the
press in reduced circumastances, while
the prince had, as usual, travestied

™ rance by the additlon of
Il whiskers and a palir of lurges ad-

healve eyebrows. ‘TMiese lent him &
nuzf and weather-beaten alr,
whi for one of his urbanity,

formed the most impenetrable dia-

Thus equippsd, the commander
and his satellite sipped their brandy
and sodia in security,

The bar was full of guests, mals and
female; but though more than one of
these offered 1o fall into talk with our
adventurers, nons of them promised
10 grow Intaresting upon & nearer ac-
quaintance., There waua nothing pres-
ent but the lees of Loandon and the
commonplace of désrespectability; and
the prince had already fallen to yawn-
ing and was beginning to grow weary
of the whole excursion, when the
swing doors wore pushed violently

and a young man, followed by
& couple of commissionaires, eantered

Each of. the commissionalres carried
a large dish of creain tarts under a
cover, which they at once removed;
aad the young man made the round
of the company and pressed these
comfectlona upon every one's accepit-
ance with nn exagerated courtasy.
Bometimes his offer was laughingly
accepted; sometimes It was tirmly,
even harshly, rejected. In thesa Jat-
ter cases the new-comer always ate
the tart himself, with soie more or

morous commentary.
h:l.hl:ll. he accosted I'rince Florizel.
™ “Sir." sald he, with a profound
obelsance, proffering the tart at the
same time between his thumb and
-& forefinger, "will you so far honor an
stranger? 1 can answer for
quality of the pastry, having
two dozen "“‘li: three of them

ince 5 o'clock,

"'-"?":J in the habit,” mllodhl?n
nce, "of looking not so mud 0
‘I’hl: nature of a gift as to the spirit

in which It is offered.”

“The wsplrit, returned tha
Jo man, with another bow, i

mockery."
.."'.)l?ocklry?" :v!puted Florizel, “And
whom do you propose to mock?”

b | pot here 1o expound my phil-

vy, repliad the other, “but to
distribute theso cream tarts. It I
mention that I heartily include myself
tn the ridicule of the transaction, I
hope you will conslder honor satiafied
and condescend. If not, you will con-
strain me (o eat my twenty-cighth
and 1 own to being weary of the uxer-

"fuu touch me," sald the Prince,
sgnd I have all the will in the world
10 rescue you from this dilemma, but

one condition. If my rrlend' and
1 eat your cakes—for which wa have
nelther of us any natural Inclination
~ars shall expect you to join us at

per by way of recompense.

he young man seemed to reflect.

#] have still several dozen upon
band,” he sald at last; “and that will
make It necessary for me 1o Visit sav-
eral more bars before my groat affair
ia concluded. This rv:n-‘i take mome

a: and if you are hungry ——
th'}x“.‘ T'ﬂncl-,lnlrrrup'.mi nim with a

asture,
‘*‘!lltl‘y‘!rhuul and T will recompany
you," he suid; "for we have ulready a
interest In your very & reciblo
8 of passing an evening. And
Mow that the preliminarics of peace
are sottled, allow me to slgD the
aty -for both.™
lr:\n:lr the Prince swallowed the tart
with the best grace imaginable,

It 48 deliclous,” sald he
recive vou Are u connolsseur,’
replled tho young man,

‘ol Goraldite likewise did honor to
tha siry; and every ono in that
bar having now either wecepted eor
refuscd his dellcacies, the young man
with the ersam toris led the way to
gnother and similar establishment,
The two commissionaires, who seemed
to have grown accustomed Yo their
absurd enjoyment, fullowed fmmedi-
ately aftor; and the Prince and tha
Colonel brought up the renr, urm In
arm, and smiling to easch other as
thay went. In this order the company
wiglted two othor taverns, wWhors
acones wora enucted of 4 Jike nature
to that alrea’y dederibed —somo re-
funing, some accepting the favors of
this vagubond hospltnlity, and the
rou man himseif eating each re-
ted tart.

On leaving the third
ung man counted hin stors
and xlx in the other
’ ntlemen,” soid he, addressing
imself to his two new followers, “f

unwilling to delay Your supper

am positively asure you must be

. ¢ feel Lhat 1 owe you a spe-
o

J
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THE YOUNG MAN WITH THE

TARTS.

URING has realdence In London, the accomplished Prince Florisel
of Rohemia gained the affection of all classes by the seduction
of his manner and by a well considered generosity.
remarkable man even by what was known of him; and that wap
put a small part of what he actually did. Although of a placid

tamper in ordinary clroumstances, and accustomed to takea the world with

'wam much philosophy as any plowman, the Prince of Bohamia was not

without & taste for ways of life more adventurous and ecocentrio than

| ¢hat to which he was destined by birth, Now and then, when ha fell iato

L & Jow Bumor, when there was no laughable play to witness in any of the

don theatres, and when the season of the year was unsuitable to those

competitors, he would summon his

eonfidant and Master of Horse, Col. Geraldine, and bid him prepare himselt

clal conalderation. And on this great
day for me, when I am closing a
career of folly by my most conaplcu-
ously silly action, I wish to behave
handsomely to all who give ms coun-
tenunce. dentlamen, you ahall walit
no longer. Although my constitution
is shattered by previous exoesaes, at
the risk of my life I liquidate the
suspensory condition.'

With thess words he crushed the
nine remaining tarta Into hia mouth
and awallowed them at a singls move-
ment each. Then, turning to the com-
missionalres, he gave them a couple
of waverelgnas,

"I have to thank you,” said he, “for
your sxtraordinary patiance."”

And he dismissed tham with a bow

,aplece. For some seconds he stood

lonking at the purse from which he
bad just pald his assistants, then,
with & laugh, he tossed It into the
middls of the strest, and signified his
readiness for supper,

The Youny Man’s Story.

[N a small Frepch restaurant
in Boho, which had enjoyed
an exaggeralcd reputation
for some Iittle while, but
had already begun to be for-

gotten, and in a private room up two
palrs of stairs, Lthe three companions

made a very elegant supper, and
drank three or four hottles of cham-
pagne, talking the while upon indif-
ferent subjecta, The young man was
fluent and gay, but he laughed loud-
er than was natural in a person of
polite breeding; his hands trembled
violently, and his voice took sudden
and wsurprising inflections, which
seemed to be independent of his will,
The dessert had been cleared away,
and ail three had lighted their clgars,
when the prince addressed bhim in
these words;

“You wili, I am sure, pardon my
curiosity, What I bave seen of you
bas greatly pleasea but even more
puzzivd me. And though I should ba
loath to seor: Indiscreet, I must tell
you that my friend and I ure persons
very well worthy to be intrusted in
& scorvl, We have many of our own,
which we are continually revealing
to tmproper ears., And If, as [ sup-
pose, your story is a silly one, yuu
need huve no delicacy with us, who
wru twyo of tho silliest men ip Eng-
land. My name s Godall, Theo-
pnilus Godall; my friend is Muajor
Alfred Hummersmith — or at least,
Buch is 'he name by which he chooses
to be known, We pass our lives en-
tircly ih svdreh of extravagunt ad-
ventures, and there Is no extrava-
Eance with which we are not capable
of sympathy.™

vl like you, Mr. Godall,” returned
the young man; “"you inspire me with
a natural confidence and [ have not
the slightest objection to your friend,
the Mujor, whom | take to bo a no-
bleman in masquerades, At least, | am
sure he ls no soldler”

The Colonel smiled at this complis
ment to the perfection of his art, and
the young man went on in & more
animated manner,

“Thoere 18 every renson why I should
not tell you my story. FPerhaps that
is just the reason why 1 am going to
do so. At least, you scem so well pre.
pared to hear o tale of sllliness that I
cannot find it In my heart to dis-
appoint you. My name, In spite of
your example, 1 shall keep to mysaif.
My age 1s not essentlal to the narra-
tive. 1 am descended from my an-
cestors by ordinury generation, and
from them [ inherited the very eligi-
ble human tenement which 1 still oc-
cupy and a fortune of three hundred
pounds a year. 1 supposa they also
handed on to me a harebraln humor,
which {t has been my ohlef delight to
indulgs, I received a good educa-
tion. I can play the violin nearly well
enough to earn money in the orches-
tra of u penny gaff, but not gqulls.
The same remark appliss to the fute
and the French horn, [ learnsd
enough of whist to loss about a hun-
dred a year at that sclentific gamse,

"My acquaintance with French was
sufficlent to enable me to aquander
money In Paris with almoest the same
fucllity ns in London. ln short, I aAm
a person full of manly accomplish-
ments, 1 have hnd every sort of ad-
venture, Including a duel about noth-
lng. Only two months ago I met a
young lody exnctly sulted to my taate
in mind and body; I found my heart
melt; 1 saw that | had coma upon my
fate at last and was in the way to
fall In love. Hut when [ cams to
reckon up what remalned to ma of my
capitil 1 found it amounted to some-
thing leas than four hundred pounds!
| ask you fairly--can n man who re-
spects himself fall in love on four
hundred pounds? I conciuded, cers
talnly not; left tha presence of my
charmer and slightly accelerating my
usual rate of expenditure, cams this
morning 10 my last sighty pounds,

“Thin I divided into two equal
purts; forty 1 reierved for a particus
lar purpose: the remaining forty 1
was Lo Jdissipiate before night. I have
passed a very entertaining day and
played many farces hesides that of
thoseream tarts which procured me
the advantage of your acquaintance,
for 1 wus determined, as 1 told you,
to bring & foolish carcer to a still
maore foullsh copclusion, and when
you saw me throw my purse Into the
#trect the forty pounds wers at an
end. Now you know me as well as
I know myseif—a fool, but conslstent
in his folly and, as [ will ask vou to
belinve, nelther & whimperer nor a
coward."”

From the whola tons of the young
man's elatoment It was plain that he
harbored very bitter and contamptus-
ous thoughta about himself. His au-
ditors wers led to fmagine that his
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love affalr was nearer to his heart
than he admitted and that he had a
design on his own lifa. Tha farce
of the cream tarts began to have very
much the alr of a tragedy in dis-

EBlulse,

“Why, is this not odd,” broke in
Geraldine, giving a look to Princa
Florizel, *that wea thres fellows should
have met by the merest accldent in
#0 lurge a wilderness as London and
ahould ba so nearly In the same con-
ditton?"

“How?" gried the young man. *"Are
you, too, ruined? Is this supper a
folly like my cream tarts? Has the
devil brought thres of his own to-
gether for a last carouse?"

“The devil, depend upon {t, can
sometimes do a very geantlemanl
thing,"” returned Prince Florisel,
“and I am so much touched by this
colacidence that, although we are not
entirely in the aama atate, I am going
to put an end to the disparity. Let
your herolo treatment of the last
creum tarts be my example.”

Ho saying, the Prince drew out his
purse and took from {t a small bun-
die of banknotes, .

“You see, 1 was a week or so behind
you, but I mean to catch you up and
come neck and neck into the winning
post," he continued. ‘“This,” layin
one of the notes upon the table, “wil
sufMios for the bill. As for the rest''—

He tonsed them Into the fire, and
thay went up the chimney in & single
blazs,

The young man trisd to ocatch his
arm, but as ths table was between
them his interference cams too late.

*You
burned them alll

‘“Here 1n your health(” he ocried,
emptying his glass, “and good-night
to you, my mearry, rulned men."

Col. Geraldine caught him by the
arm as he was about to rise,

“You lack confidence in us' hs
said, “and you are wrong. To all
your questions I maks answar in the
aMrmative, But I am net so timid
and can speak the Queen’s English
plainly. We, too, like yourself, have
had enough of life and are determined
to dis. Soonar or later, alona or to-
gothar, we meant to ssek out Death
and beard him whers he lles ready.
Since we have metl you and your case
|s more pressing, let it be to-night—
and at once—and, if you will, all three
together. Such a penniless trio,” he

ed, “should go arm in arm into the
balls of Pluto and give each other
pome countenanca among the ahadea!"
— et
The Pact Is Made.
on the manners and intona-
tions that becamse the part
he waa playing. The Prince
himsalf was disturbed and
shade of doubt. As for the young
man, the flush came back darkly into
his cheek and his eyes threw out a
spark of light.
with an almost terrible gayety.
“Shake hands upon the bargain!™
(Hlg hand was cold and wel) *“You
little know In what company you will

ERALDINE had hit exactly

looked over at his confidant with a
You are the men for me!™ he cried,
begin the march! You Ittle know In

"
'?};:-w a h"::“k]"- o mm the What a happy moment for yourselves
ce. , in heaven's name, YOU Partook of my oream tarts. I
£40!" am only a umt..k but [ am & 1;:‘: 3
“"Why not eighty?’ orled An army. now Death's priva
colom{ “For to nrr oartain hnafrhl.- door. 1 am ono of hls famillars, and

odge there must have been & hundred
in the bundle."

"It was only £40 he needed."” sald
the young man, gloomily., "But with-
out them there ls no admisgion. The
ruls la strict. Forty pounds for each.
Accursed lifs, whers & man can not
even dle without monsay!*

The Prince and the Colomel ex-
changed glances,

“Explain yoursslf,” said the latter.
“I huveo still a rmktt.hoak tolerably
well lined, and need not say how
readily I should share my wealth
with Goodall, But 1| must know to
what end; you must certainly tell us
what you mean."

The young man stemed to awaken;
he looked uneasily from ones to the
other and his face Aushed deaply.

“You are not fooling me?" he asked.
"’s‘c;u are Indeed rulned wmea like
ma?"

“Indeed T am, for my part,” replied
the Colonel.

“And for mine,” sald the PNnoe.
“T have given you proof. Who but a
rulned man would throw his noles
mtn“un fireT The action speaks for
Itaelt."

“A rulned man-—yes,'"” returned the
n:her. susplciously, “or else o milllon-
‘ I'O."

“Enough, sir,”” sald the Prines; "1
have sald so and T am not accustomed
to have my word remaln in doubt'”

“Rulned?' aald the young man.
"Are you ruined, like me? Are you,
after a lifo of Indulgence, comes to
auch a pass that you can only Indulgs
yourpﬂ; In one thing more? Are
you guing to avold thes co uences
of your folly by the ona infallible and
easy puth? Are you golng to give the
sllp to the Sheriff's officers of con-
sclenca by tha one open door?*

Buddenly he broke off and attempt-
od to laugh.

can show you into eternity without
ocsremony and yat without scandal.”

They called upon him eageriy to

lain his meaning,

‘Can you muster eighty pounds be-
twu?‘rou " he demanded,

Geraldine ostentatiously consulted
his pocketbook and repied 4n the af-

ve,

“Fortunate beings!” eoried the
young man. 'Forty pounds s the
entry money of the Suicide Club”

“The buicide Club,” sald the prince,
“why, what the devil §8 that 1

“Listen,"” said the young man. *This
Is the age of convenionces, and I have
to tell you of the last perfection of
the sort. Wo have affairs In different
places, and hence rallways were in-
vented, Hallways separated us infale
libly from our frionds, and so tele.
graphs wers mads that wo might com-
municate spasdily at great distances
Even in hotels wo have lifts Lo sapare
w8 & clmb of some hundred asteps.
Now, we know that Hfe is only a stage
to play the fool upon as long as the
part amuses us. Thers was ona more
convenlence lacking to modern com-
fort; a decent, easy way 4o quit that
stage; the back stalrs to liberty; or,
as | sald this moment, Death's private
door. ‘This, my two fellow-rebels, Is
supplied by the Sulgide Club. Do not
supposs that you 1 are alohe, or

eyen excéptional, in Bighly reason-
ahla deaira that wo . A large
numbaer of our fellow gnen, who have

grown heartily sick of the perform-
ance in which they are expectsd to
foin Aslly and all thelr lives long, ars
only kept from flight by one or two
considerations. Bomsa have famliliss
who would ba whocked, or even
blamed, if the matter became publio;
others have a weakneas at heart and
recoll from the clreumstances of
death. That is to some exteat, my

owan experience. I oannot o pls-
tol to my Mmddnia.m'
for somothing stronger than nndi
withholds the act, and although I
loathe lite, I have not strength
enough in my body to take hold of
death and be done with it. For such
ns 1, and for all who desdire to ba ogut
of the coll without posthumous soan-
dal, the Buicide Club has been In.
augurated. llow this has been man-
aged, what |s ita history, or what may
be its ramifications ln other lands, I
am myaslf uninformed, and what I
know of ta constitution 1 am not at
Hberty to commmuiicats to you., To
this extent, however, | am at your

service. If you are truly tired of life
I will introduce you to-night to a
meeting; and if not to-night, at least

some time within the week, you will
be easily rellaved of your existance.
It is now (conmulting his watch) 11;
11.80 st latest wo must Isave this
ace, o that you have half an hour
™ you to sider my proposal
It s more ssrious thun a cream tart,”
he added, with a smile, “and I sus-
pect more palatable."

“More serious, certainly,” returned
Colonel Geraldine; "and as it {8 s
much more 80, will you allow me five
minutes' speech in private with my
frisnd, Mr. Godall?'

“It Is only fair,” answered the
young man. “If you will permit, I

“You will be wvery obliging,” eald
tha Colonel.

As soon s the two were alone:

“What,” sald Prince Florizel, "ia the
use of this confabulation, Geraldine?
I sen you are flurried, whersas my
mind very tranquilly made up.
will sew the end of this."

“Your Highness," wssid the Colousl,
turning pale, “lot mo ask you to con-
mder the importance of your life, not
only to your friends, but to the pub-
llc interest. ‘If not to-night,’ said this
madman; but supposing that to-night
soma irreparable r were to
overtake Your Highnoss's person,
what, ist me aask , what would be
my deapalr, and what the concern and
disaster of & great nation?”’

“1 will aea the end of this," repeatod
the Prince In hia moet deliberate
tonea; “and hawve the kindness,
Colonsl Geraldine, to remembar and
respact your word of honor as & gon-
tleman. Under no clrcumatances,
recollect, nor  without my speclal
suthonty, are you to betray the n-
cognito under which I choose to go
abromd, Thesa are my ootmnuands,
which I now reltarate. And now,” he
udl-'led. “lot me ask you tu call for the
111 R

Colonel Geraldine bowed 1n sulinin-
#lon; but he had a very white face as
ha summoned the mian of the
croam tarts and issued his direotlons
to the walter. The I'mince preserved
his undasturbed demeanor asnd do-
peribed a Palals Royal farce to the
young sulolde with great humor and
kusto. He avolded the Colonwl's ap-
pealing locks without ostentation, and
selocted another oheroot with mors
than usunl care. Indeod, he was now
tha only man of the party who kept
any command over his nerves,

The blil wua discharged, the Prince
giving the whale changs of the nots
to the astonished walter, and the
threa drove off In a four-whealer.
They wera not long upon the way
befors the cab stopped at the an-
trance to a rather dark court, Hero
nll descended,

After Coraldine had paldl the fare
ths young man turned and addresssd
Prince Florigal as followa:

“It ta st tims, Mr. Godall, o
make gond your escape into theal-
dom. And w. o0, Major Ham-
mersmith. sct wall before you

1 replied the other, proudly;

take another atep, and if your hearts
say no—hers are the cross roads.

“Lead me on, sir,” sald the Priooce.
“I am not the man to gv back from
a thing onco sald."

"Your couvineas does ma good,'” re-
plied thelr gulde. "I have never seen
any one sv unmoved at this conjuncs
ture, and yet you are not the fArst
whom [ huve escorted to this door,
More than one of my friends has
preceded mo whers | knew [ must
shortly follow. Uut this is of no ln-
tereat to you. Walt me here for only
a few moments; I shall return aa
soon as 1 bave arranged the prellm-
Inurios of your Introduction'

And with that the yovuny man,
waving his hand to his companlons,
turned Into the court, entared a door-
way and disuppoarsd,

"Of all our follles,” sald Col. Ger-
aldine, in & low volos, “this ls the
wildest and most daugerous.”

“I perfectly belleve 50, returnsd
the Frince.

"Wa have atlll," pursusd the colonsl,
“a moment Lo ouraelves. Lot me be-
sooch your highness to profit by the
ojportunity and rotlre, The conse-
quencea of this step are so dark, and
muy be so grave, that 1 feel myself

Justified In pu-hinl a IMtle further has had

than usunl the liberty which your
highness Is so condescending as lo
allow me in private”

"Am | to understand that Colonel
Geraldine |s afrald?” asked his high-
ness, taking his cheroot from his lips
nand louking keenly Into the other's
face,

“My foar ia oortainly not personal”
“of that
your highness may well rest assured.”

"y supposed as much,” returned
the prince, with undisturbed good hu-
mor, “but | waa unwiiling to remind
you of the difference in our stations.
No more—no more,” ha added, sealng
Gioraldine nbout to apologize, “you
sand excumed,”

And he smoked uphddlr. leaning
againat a ralling, untd! the young man
returned,

“Well," he asked, "has our reception
been arranged T

“"Follow e was the reply, ““The
prosident will sea you In the cabinet,
And let me warn you to be frank In
your answers, [ liave dtond your
puarnntes, but the «lub requires a
searching Inquiry before admimsion,
for the indiscretion of 4 slngleo mem-
ber would lead to the dlspursion of
the whale socinty farover.™

The prinee and Geraldine put thele
heads together f0r a moment,

Hear M out b this' sald the ene:
“"bear mo out in thoat,” sadd the other,
and by toldly taking up the charac-
tars of en with whom both wers ac-
qualnted they had some to an agres-
woent e twinkling and were ready
to follow thelr gulde into the Fresi-
dent’s ¢abinot,

I'here wors no formidabla ahatacles
to pass. The outer door stood opan,
tha door of the ocablnet was alar, and
there, In o small but very high apart.
ment, the young man left them once
more,

“Ia will be here tmmediately,"” he
sald, with o nod ae he disappoarad.

Voloos wers audible fn tho cabinet
through the folding doors which
formued one end, and mow und then
tho nolss of a champagne ocork, fol-
lowed by a bumst of laughter, Inter-
vened among the sounds of conversa-
tion. A single tall window looked out
upon the river and the smbankmen
and by the disposition of the lights
they judged themassives not far
‘haring Cross Station. The
waa acanty and the coverings worn
w a thremd, and there was nothing
movahls exoept a hand bell in the
centre of & round table and the bata

and coats of a conalderabls party
hmg round the wall on pegs.

“What sort of den Is Lhia?' sald
Geraldine o

*That In what [ have coms to séa,
replied the Prinos, “If they keep liva
devils on the premises the thing may
grow amuaing.”

Meeting the President.
UST than the folding door
was openad no more Lhan
was nocessary for the pas-
sage of & human body, and
thers entered at Lhe same
moment & louder buse of talk, and
the redoubtabla President of the Sul-
elds Club., The President waa a man
of Ofty or upward; large and rams-
bling In his galt, with shaggy slle
whiskers, a bald top to his head, and
a welled gray eys, which now and
then emitted a twinkle. Hisa mouth
embraced a large clgar, which he
Kept continually screwing round and
round, and from side to alde, as he
looked sagaciously and coldly at the
atrangers, e was dressad In light
tweeds with his neck very open In
& striped shimt collar and carried &
minute book undar ons arm.

“tqood evening,” sald he, after ha
had closed the Joor bshind him. “I
anm tokd you wish to speak with ms."

“Wea have a deairs, sir, to join the
Bulclde Club,” repHad ths colonsl.

The presidont rolled his clgar about
in him mouth.

“Whit s that?T" he mald abruptly.

“Pardon ma,” returned tha celonnl,
“but I belleva you are the person best

ualified to give us Information on
that point.'

“17" eried the preaident. “A Sul-
elda Club? Come, comel this la a
frolle for All Fools' Day. I can make
allowances for gentlemen who get
merry In their lquor; but it there ba
an end to this'"

“Call your club what you will,” sald
tha colonel, “you have some company
behind these doors, and we Inalst
on joining 1t." . i

“Bir,” returnad tha preaident, curt-
Iy, “you have mads a mistaks. This
la n private houss, and you must leave
It instantly.*

The prince had remalned qulstly
In his sent throughout this little col-
loquy, but now, when the colonel
looked over to him, as much aa to
say, "Take your answer and come
| Away, for God's sake!"™ he drew his
cheroot from his mouth and spoke:

“1 havn coma here,” sald he, "upon
the invitation of a friend of yours
He has doubtless Informed you of
my Intantlon In thus Intruding on
your party. Let ma remind yoad rhat
& parson in my clrcumatancoes has ex-
cendingly littls to bind him, and Is
not at all likely to tolerata much
rudeness. | am n very quict man,
A8 & usunl thing: but, my dear sir,
you am either going to obligs ma In
the little matter of which you are
Aware, or you shall very blttorly re-
pent that you ever admitted ms to
your ante-chamber.'

The prealdent lnughed aloud.

X L in the way to spenk.” aaid he.

You are n man who is a man. You
know the way to my heart and can
do what you like with me. Will you,"
he continued, addressing UGeraldine,
“will you step asida for a few min-
utoa® I shall finish Nrst with your
companion, and soma of the club's
formnlities required to be fulfilled in
pn‘;Ttm" e

th thess words, he opened tha
door of & small closet, into which he
shut ths Colonel,

“I bellava In you,” he said to Flori-
zol, ma soon an they wers alone; “'but
ar you sure of your friend 1"

“Not so sure as I am of myself,
though he has more cogent reasons,”
answernd Florisel, “but surs enough
to bring him hers without alarm, He

enough to cure the most
tenaclous man of life He was
caahiered the other day for cheallng
at cards,

good reason, I dare say." replied
the President; at lenst, we have an-
other in the same case, and [ fesl
wure of him. Have you Leen also in
the mervice, may | ask?"

“I have,” was the roply; “but 1 waa
too lazy; I left It early.”

“What ls your reason for being tired
of life? pursucd the Prewident.

‘*The anme, as near an [ can maks it
out,” answered the FPrince, “unadul-
tarated lazineas.'

The Prealdent staried,

Ie——n It!" sald nhe, “you must
bave something better than that'

“l have po mora money,” sdded
Florizel. *““That Is also a vexation,
without doubt. It brings my sense
of Idiensss to an acute polnt.™

Tha president rolled his clgnr rpund
in his mouth for some seconds, direct«
ing hia gazo stralght IDto the eyes of
this unususl neaphyte, but the prince
supported hisnserutiny with undbasthed
good temper.

“If I had not a deal af exporience,”
sald the prealdont at last, “1 ahlould
turn you off. Hut | know the world;
nud this much, any way, that the
most frivolous sxcuses for o sulcide
are often the toughest to stand by,
And: when 1 downright like & man,
he 1 do you, sir, | would rather straiu
the regulation than deny Lim."”

The prince and tha calunal, onn after
the other, wera aubjected to a long
and particalar Interrogatory, the
princa alone, but (eraldine in the
pressnce of the prines, ao that the
president might observe the coun-
tenance of the one while the other
was belng warngly cross-examined,
The result was satlsfactory, and the
president, after having booked o few
detalls of sach cuse, produced a form
of cath to ba accupted. Nothing could
ba concealved mora passive than the
ahedience promised, oF more stringent
than the tarms by which the Juror
bound himaself. 'I'he man who for-
feltad a plodge so awful could acarce-
ly have a rag of honor or any of the
comsolations of religion [oft to him.
Florigel slgmod the document, bt not
without a shudder, the colone] fol-
lowsd his exampls with an alr of
greal dapreaston, Then the president
rocelvad the entry money, and with-
out more ado introduced the two
friends Into the smoking room of the
Suicide Clnd
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The amoking-room of tha Sulelds
Club was the same helght as the oabl-
net Intd which It opened, but much
larger, and paporsd from top to bote
tom with an imitation of cak walne
#acot. A large and cheerful fire and
A number of was Jots {Hluminated the
company. The prines and his fol-
lower made the pumber up 4o
eighteen. Most of tha party wers
smoking, and drinking champagne;
a faverish hilarity relgned, with sud=
dsrl"lnduut?-ﬁ ghastly pauses.

- s & full meeting 7
Srineh ceting?" asked the

“Middling,' sald the president. “By
the way.,” he added, “If you have any
money It 48 usual to offer some oham-
pagne. It keeps up a good spirit,
:l:: .!l one of my own litis perquis-

"flammnrlmilh." sald Florisal,
may leave the champagne to rnu."‘ .

The Club Members.

ND with that he turned away
and begnn to go round
among, the guests. Aceous-
toméd to play the host In
the higheat elrclea, he

charmad, and dominated all whom he
@pproached; there was something at
once. winning and authoritative In
his address, and his extraordinary
coolness gave him yet another dis«
tinctlon In this half-maniacal so-
clety, As he went from one to an-
other he kept both his oyes and ears
open, and soon began to galn a gen-
eral |dea of the people among whom
ho found himself. As in all other
places of resort, ons typs predomi-
nated: people In the primae of youth,
with every show of intelligence and
sensibility In thelr appearance, but
with littlea promise of strength or the
quality that makes success. Pew
were miuch abova thirly, and not a
few were still In their teens.

They stood, leaning on tables and
shifting on thelr fect; sometimes they
smoked extraordinarly fast, and
somelUmes they let thelr clgars go
out; soma talked well, but the conver-
sation of others was plainly the re-
sult of nervous tension, and was
equally without wit or purport. Aa
each new bottle of champagna was
opened there was a manifest improve-
ment in gayoty. Only two were acated
—one In & chalr In the recess of the
windews with his head hinging and
his hands plunged deep |ato his trous-
ers pockets, pale, visibly with per-
spirition, saying never ¢ word, a very
wreck of soul and body: the other sat
on the divan close by the chimney and
attrioted notice by a trenchant dise.
slmdlurity from all the reat,

He wan probably upward of forty,
hut he looked fully ten yoars older,
and Florizel thought he had never
soen g man more naturally hideou
nor one more ravaged by dlsease an
ruinous excitements. Fe was no more
than skin and bone, wns
nlnﬂ!.lund wr}: agﬂeiu: LE] u;mnld'
unusugl power thai hia eyes ap
through the glassos greatly magnified
and dintorted In u’lmsﬁo. , the
prince and president, he wns the only
pertan 40 the room who preserved the.
composure of ardinary life,

There waa little decency among the
membars of the club. Home boasted
of the disgraceful actions the oon-
satjuences of which had them
to seek refuge in doath, and the others
listened without disapproval. Thero
was a taclt understanding against
moral judgments, and whoever passed
the club doors enjoyed alrendy some
of the lmmunigdes of the tomb, They
drank to eéach other's memories, and
to those of notable suicides in the
past. They comparsd and developed
their differsnt views of death-—some
deciaring that it was no more than
blackness and cessatlon: others full
of o hopsa that that very night they
should be scaling the stars and com-«
mercing with tha mighty dead.

“Ta the eternul memo of Baron
Trenck, the type of sulcides!™ erled
one. “Ha went out of a small cell into
a smaller, that he might come forth
agnin into freedom.®

“For my part,” sald a second, *T
wikh no more than a bandages for my
eyea and ootton for my ears. Only
they have no cotton thick enough in
this world.”

A third was for reading the mys-
teries of lifo In & future stats and a
fourth professed that he would never
have joined the club if he had not been
Induced to belleve in Mr, Darwin,

“T could not bear” sald this remarks
able sulcidy, "to by descended from an
ape "

Altogather the Prinee waa Adlaap-
pointed hy the bearing and conversas
tion of the members,

“It does not seem to me.” he
thoupht, “a matter for 80 much dis-

turbance. 1w man has made up Bla

mind to kil blrmself, let him do I,
in God's noame, ke a gentleman,
This NMutter and blig talk is out of
place.*

In the meanwhile, Cal. Geralding
was o prey to the bluckest appres

hensions; the ciub and its rules wer
still a mystery, and be looked aroun
the room [0r some one who should be.
able to set hls mind at reat. 1n this
survey hla eyo llghted on the paras
Ivtie person with the strong spees
taclos, wnd seeing him so exoeedingly
trangquil, he besought the FPresident,
whe was going (0oand out of the reom
under o pressurs of busitiess, so pros
sent hlmn te the gentlomun oo the
divan

The tuncilonnry explained the need-
lessnesn of wll such formalities with-*
In the club, but nevertheless presented
Mr. Hammersmith to Mr. Malthus,

Mr. Malthus looked at the colonel
curloualy, and then requestsd him te
take & aeat upon nis right.

“You are & ugw comer,” he sabl, .,
“and’ wiah informatlon? You have
como ta the proper source, It s twe

years aince [ first visited this charsss
Ing elub.™
{(To DBs Continued.)
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