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The Club Members.
i (Continunad )

W colonol breathed again,
1If Mr., Malthus had fre.
quented the place for two
years there could be little
danger for the prince In &

singls avening. But Geraldine was
aons the l.s: astonished, and began
te suspect a myatification.

“What!" cried he, “two years! I
thought—but indeed I ses 1 have begn
made the subject of a pleasantry.”

“By no means,” rvepliod Mr. Mal.
thus, mildly, “My caso is peculiar,

1 am not, properly speaking, & sul-
cide at all, but, as it woir, an honor-
ary member. I rarely visit the club

twice In two months. My infrmity
and tha kindness of the President
‘have procured me thess littls im-
munities, for which besides 1| pay at
an advanced rate. Even as it ia, my
luck has been extraordinary.”

A "1 am afraid” sald the colonel,
“that I must ark you to be more
axplicit. You must remember that
1 am still most imperfec v acquaint-
od with the rules of the club.'”

“An ordinury member who comes
here In scarch of death like yours
aslt,” replied the paralytic, "“returns
avery evening until fortune favors
him. He can even, If he is pennlless,

t board and lodging from the

dent; very fair, | believe, and
clean, although, of course, not luxu-
rious; that could hardl: be, considers
ing the exiguity (If | may so express
mysolf) of the subscription, And then
the President's company 1s a deli-
In itaell."”

“lodeed!” cried Geraldins. “he bad
ot tly prepossesped me.'

“AL!" snld Mr. Malth & “you de
not know the man: the drollest fal.
low! What stories! What cynice
tsm! He Kknows lifte to admiration
and, between ourselves s probably
the most corrupt rogus in Christen-

“And ha also” asked the caolonel,
‘Y a permancncy —like yourself, (f |
EDAY say suo Without offense 7"

“Indeed, he Is A permanency in a
very difforent sense from me, re-
plied Mr. Malthus. *1 have been

clously spared, but | must go st
ast. Now lis never plays. He shuf-
fles and deals for the club, and mnakes
the necesaary narrangements, That
man, Mr. Haummersmith, Is the very
soul of ingenuity. For three vears he
has pursued in London his useful and,
1 1 may add, s artistic call-
ing, and not so much as & whisper

of suspicion has been onea arcused.
Jl bellava him myself to be inspired.
~AToy doubtless remember the gcle-
byuated casa, slx months ago, of the
gentleman  who  was  accidentaliy
polsoned in a4 chemist's shop? That
was ons of the leust rich, one of the
racy, of his notlons; but then,
Bow simple, and how safe!"
«  "You astound me!" sald the colonel,
““Was thut unfurtunate gentleman ane
of the"--Le waus aboul to say “vics
umas,” but, bethinking himself in
time, he substituted-—="members of the
ol

In tha sama Nash of thought 1t oc-
curred to him that Mpr, Malthoas hime-
self had not at all spoken in the tone
of one who is in love with death, and
he added, hurriedly:

“But I percelve 1 am still in the
dark. You speak of shuffling and
denling; pray for what end? And
alnes you seom rather unwilling to
die than otherwise, ] must own that
1 cannot concelve what brings you
hern at all”

“You say truly that you are in the
dark,” replied Mr. Malthus, with more
Illll\fuon- “Why, my dear sir, this
club Ia tha temple of Intoxication, If
my eunfeebled health could support
the excitement more often yYou may
depend upon (t T should be more of-
ten here. It requires all the sense of
duty engendered by u long habit of
1ll health and careful reglmen, to
ll.lf me from excess in this, which
is, I may say, my last dissipation, 1

A‘I‘VO tried them all, sir,” he went on,
laying his hand on Geraldine's aru,
all without exception and 1 declare
to you, upon my honor, there s not
one of them that hns not becn grossly
and untruthfully overrated. I'eoploe

Wirifle with love. Now, 1 deny that
love Is & strong passion. Fesr ls the
stronk passion; It is with fear that

Jou must treifle If you wish tg taste
the Intensest joys of living. Enwvy
me—envy me, sir,” he added, with &
chuckle, “I nm i coward!"

Qeraldine could seurcoly repross s
movement of repulsion for this des

lorabla wretch, but na commanded

imself with an effurt and continued
bls inquiries.

“‘How, alr,"" he asked, “ls the ex-
eitement so artfully prolonged? And
where |8 thers any eloment of un-
certalnty 7

“1 must tell you how the victim for
iurmnnlnu In melocted,” returned

r. Ithus; “mnd not only the vic.
tim, but another member, who 18 to
be the Instrument in the club's hand,
and deotit’s high priest for the ocea-

slon.”
The Turn of a Card.
[ 1]
calunel, “do  they then
A J kill each other?"
I8 removed In that way,"
moturned Malthus, with a nod.
oclgagl, "8ad may you—imay l—gmay

S OO0D  GOD!™ pad  the
“Tha trouble of sulcide
“Mesciful heavena!' sjaculated the
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the—my friend, I mean—may any of
us ‘ba pitched upon this evening as
tha sluysr of another man's body and
Immortal spirit? Can such things be
possibla among men born of women?
Oh! Infamy of infamiesa!"

Hs was aboui to rise In his horror
when he caught the Prince's eye. It
was fixed upon him from acroas the
room with a frowning and angry
stars. And in & moment Geraldine re-
covered his composure.

“After all,”" ne nadded, “why mnot?
And since you say the gams Is Inter-
esting, vogue la galere—I follow the

" glub!

Mr. Malthus had Keanly enjoyed the
colonel's amazement and disgust.
had the vanity of wickedness and it

W pleased hiim to ses another man give

WAY to 4 generous movement while
he felt himsell in hin entire corrup.
tlon supesrior te such smotions.

“You now, after your first moment
of surprise,” sald he, “are in a posl-
tion Lo n;;!:recuu the delighia of our
society. ou can see how L combines
the excitement of a gaming table, a
duel, and a Roman amphitheatre. The
paguns did well enough; [ cordlaily
admire the refinement of thelr minds;
but it has been reserved for a Chrise
tlan country to attain thia extreme,
thia quintessence, this abaclute poign-
ancy. You will wunderstund how
vupld are all amusements to & man
who has acquilred a taste for this one.
The me we play,” he gontinuad, “is
one of extebmo simplielty, A full pack
~ but 1 perceive you are ,bnm o see
the thing In progresa, Will you lend
e the help of your arm? 1 am une
fortunately paralyzed.”

Indeed, Just as Mr. Malthus was be.
ginning his description, another palre
of folding doors wuas thrown open, and
the whole elub begun to pass, not
without some hurry, into the adjoining
roont Tt wois similar in every respect
to the one from which it was rnu-roi,
but somewhut differently furnished.
The centre was occupied by a long
green table, at which the president
st shuffing 4 pack of cards with
great particolarity. Even with the
stick and the colonel's arm, Mr,
Maithus walked with so much difi-
Ciity that overy one wan scated boe
fore this palr and the prines, who
hud walted for them, entered the
apartment, and in consequence the
thros took msedats close together at the
lower end of the Loard.

“It 1n a k of nfty-two,” %whis-
pered Mr, Malthus, "“"Watch for tas
ace of apadens, which is the sign of
death, and the ace of clubs, which
derignates Lthe official of the night.
Happy, happy young men!" he added,
“You have good eyes and can follow
the game. Alas! 1 can not tell an wce
from n deuce across the table."”

And he procecded to equip himself |

with a second pair of spectacies,

“1 must at least watch the faces,'
hs explained.

The colonel rapldiy informed his
friend of all he had learned from the
honorary miember and of the horrible
alternative that Iny before them.
The Prince was consclous of a deadly
chill and a cvontraction about his
heart; he swallowed with diffculty
and looked from side to side ke a
man In a4 maze.

“Ons bold stroke,” whispersd the
cvlonel, “and we may still escapn™

But the suggestion recalled the
Prince's splrite,

"Silenee!" sald he. It me ses
that you can play like gentiemen for
any stuke, however sarious,'

And be lovked about him once more,
ty all appearances ut his ease, al-
though his hourt beat quickly and he
was consclous of an unpleasant heat
in his bosom. The mambers were all
very quict and intent; every one was
pala, but none po pale an Mr. Malthus,
His eyos protruded; his head kept
nodding involuntarily upon his spine;
his hands found thelr way, one aftsr
the other, to his mouth, where they
tinde clutehes at his tremulous and
arlien lips., It was plain that the
honorary member enjoyed his mems-
bersiilp on very startling terms,

“Attention, gentlemen!” sald the
I'resident

And he began nluwlgv dealing the
cards about the table in the reverss
direction, pausing until each man had
shown his card. Nearly every onas
hesitated and momotimes you would
seo a player's tingors #stumble more
than once betfore he could turn over
the momentous sllp of pasteboard,
As the I'rinee’'s turn drew nearer ha
wis cunscious of a growing knd al-
mokt suffocnting excitement, but he
had somewhat of the gumbler's na-
turs and recogniged wlmost with as-
tonishment that there was u degres of
pleasure in his sensations. “The nine
of cluba fell to his lot; the thres of
sbades was dealt 1o Geraldine and
the quuen of hearts to Mr. Malthus,
wlio was unable to suppress a sob of
relief.  The young man of the cream
tarta almost Immediately afterward
turnvd over the uwve of clubs and re-
mauined frogen with horror, the card
sl resting on his finger; he had not
coma there to kill, but to be Killed,
and the Prince ip his generous sym-
puthy with hls position almest forgot
the peril that still hung over himaelf
and his friend

The deal was voming round agaln
aud still Death’s card had not corme
out, The players held their respira-
tion and only hresathed by gasps. Tha
Prince recelved another club; Gerald-
ine hod n diamond; but when Mr.
Malthus turned up his card s horrible
nolse, like that of something break-
ing, Issued from his mouth wod he
rose from hils seat and sat down
again with no sign of his paralysis
1t was the aoe of spades. The honor-
ary member had trifled once too of-
ten with his terrora.

Conversation broke out agaln al-
most at ones. The players relaxed
thedr rigid gtiitudes and began to rise
from the table und stroll back by twos
amdd threes into the smoking room.
The President stretched his arma and
vawned, like a man who has finished
his day's work, Hut Mr, Malthus sat
in his place, with his head in hbis
hands aud his hands upon the table,
drunk and motionless—a thing
stricken down.

The Princa and Geraldine made
thelr escnpo atl onve. In the cold
night nir their horror of what they
hutld witnessed wus redoubled,

“Alaa!"™ cried the Prince, ““to ba
hound bv an oath In such &« matter!
To wilow this wholesale trade ln muy-
der to hie continued with profit and
Impunity! If 1 but dared to forfeit
my pledge!™

"That Is Impossible for Your High-
ness,"” replled the colonel, “whose
honor is the honor of Bohemia, Hut i
dare, and ray with propriety, forfeit
mine ™
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It Is an honorable post, but I dare
Assure your highness that the lad
will aequit himmelf with credit”

“You nsk mn an ungracious favor,”
#nld the prince, “but | must refuse
you nolhing."

An hour after, Florizel, In his offi-
olal robes and covered with the or-
dera of Bohemlia, received the mem-
bers of the Suicide Clygp.

“Foolish and wicked men,” sald he,
“an many of you as have besn driven
Into thin strait by tne lack of for-
tune ahall recelve employment wnd
remunerntion from my ofMcers, Thoss
who suffer under & esense of gullt
must have recourae to a higher and
more generous potentate than 1, |
feel pity for all of you, deeper than
you oan Iimagine; to.-morrow you
shall (all me your storles, and as you
anawer mora frankly, I shall be the
more abls to remedy your misfor-
tunes, As for you,” he added, tura-
i? to the president, “I should only
offend a person of your piarts by an
offer of aeslstance; but 1 have, in-
stead, n plece of diversion Lo propome
to you.

“Here,” laying hin hand on the
shoulder of Colonal tieralidine's young
brother, I8 an oMcer of mine who
denires to make a little tour upon the
Continent, and | ask you, as u favor,
o accompany him on this excursion.
I you™ he went on, changing his
tone, “do you shoot well with mu
platol? Because you miy have pedd
of that accomplishment. When two
men go travelling toxether, It in hent
1o be prepared for nll. Lot me add
that, If by any chance you should lnse
young Mpr. Geraldine upon the way,
1 whall alwayn have another member
of my househald to place at your dis-
posal, and 1| am known, Mr. Presi-
dent, to have long oycsight und as
long an arm.”

With thase words, snid with much
rternness, the prince concluded his
address. Next morning the members
of tha club were sultably provided
for by hia munificence, ltl«l{ the presis
Aant sol forth upon his travels, under
the superviaion of Mr. Geraldine, and
a puir of falthful and adrolt lackeys,
wall trained in the prince’s househaold.
Not eontent with this, discrest agents
were put in poaseasion of the houss in
Hox Court und all Iettars or visitors
from the Suicids Clubh or s officials
wern to be examined by Prince Florl-
gl In person.

Hare (says my Arablan author)
ends "The Story of the Young Man
with the Cream Tarts,” who is now
n comfortable householder in Wig-
more Hirest, Cavendish Bquars. Thes

“Geraldine,” sald the prince, “lmore than the mun is able lo per-

your honor suffers In any of the ad-
ventures Into which you follow me,
not only will T never pardon you,
but—what [ believe will much more
vennlbly affect you—1 should never
forgive miyself.”

“l recelve Your Highness's com-
mands,” replled the Colonel. *“Shall
we go from this accursed apot7”

“Yes," said the prince. “Call a cab
in Heaven's name and let me Lry to
forget in slumber the memory of this
night's dlsgrace.”

But it was notable that hg carefully
're:‘d the name of the court before he
eft IL

A Ghastly Fate.

HE next morning, as soon as
the prince was stirring, Col.
Geraldine brought him a
dally newapaper, with
the followlng paragraph

marked:

“Melancholy Accldent.—This morn-
ing. about 2 o'clock, Mr. Bartholomeaw
Malthus of 18 Chepstow Place,
Westbourns Grove, on his way home
from a party at a {riend’s house, fell
over the upper parapet, in Trafalgar
Square, fracturing his skull and
breaking a leg and an arm. Death
wan instantaneoun. Mr. Malthus, ac-
companied by & friend, was enguged
In looking for a cab at the time of
the unfortunate occurrence, As Mr.
Malthus was paralytic, It Ia thought
that his fall may have been occa-
stoned by andther aesizure, The un-
happy gentlaman waa well known In
the most respectable circles, and his
loss will be widely and deeply de-
plored.”

“Ift ever a soul went stralght to
hell,” sald Geraldine, solemaly, it
was thut paralytic man's,*

The prinve buried his face in his
handa and remained silent.

“1 am almost rejoiced,” continued
the ¢clonsl, “to know that he 1s dead.
But for our young man of the ¢cream
tarta my henrt bleeds,”

“ieraldone,” sald the prince, rais-
Ing his face, “that unhappy lad was
lnst night as innocent as you and 1
wre; und this morning the gullt of
Lloud is on his soul, When | think of
the FPresident my heart grows wsick
within me. | do not know how |t
shidl bo done, but 1 shall have that
scoundrel at my merey, as there |s a
God In heaven, What an experience,
what a lesson, was that game of
cards"

“OUne," sald the colonel, “never to
be repeated.”

The prince remained so long with-
out r?zrmg that Geraldine grew
wlnrmed,

"You do "ot mean tp return,” he
sauid,  “You have guffered tee much
and seen too much horror already.
The duties of your high position for-
bid the repetition of the hazard.”

“There Is much In what you say,"
replied Prince Florizel, "and [ am not
altogether pleased with my own de-
teriination.  Alas! in the clothes of
the greatest polentate, what is thers
Put & mun? 1 never felt my weak-
neas more acutely than now, Gers
aldine, but 1t is gtronger than I, Can
| eqase to interest myaelf In the for-
s of the unhappy young man who
d with us some hours ago? Can
ave the President to follow his
loun career unwatched? Can |
n AN adventurs so entrancing
not follow it to an end? No,

form. To-night, anve more, we take
our places at tho table of the Sulcide
Club.”

Col. Geraldine fell upon his knoes,

“Will your highness tikke my life?"
he cried. "1t is his his frecly: but
do not, oh, do not! let him ask me to
countenance so tarrible o risk."

“("pl. Geraldine," replied the prince,
with some haughtineas of manner,
“sour life is absolutely your own. |
only jocked for obedience, and when
that s unwillingly rendered 1 shall
look for that no louger. 1 add one
word: Your Importunity In this affalr
has bevn sufficlent.”

The Master of the Horse regained
his fest at once,

“Your highness,” he sald, “may 1
be excused In my nttendance this af-
ternpon? 1 dare not, as an honorahle
man, venture a second time into that
fatal house, until | have perfectly or-
dered my affalrs. Your highness shall
meet, | promize him, with no mors
opposition from the most devoted and
grateful of his servants.'”

“My dear Gernldine,” returned Prince
Florizel, "1 always regret when you
oblige me to remember my rank. Dis-
pome of vour day as you think fit, but
ba hers befors eleven in the same dis-
Euiss.’”

The club on this second evening was
not so fully nttended, and when Ger-
aldine and the prince srrived thers

were not above halfl & dozen persons T

in the smoking room, His highness
took the IV'resident aside and con-
gratulated him warmly on the demine
of Mr. Malthus.

“1 Hke,” he msaid, *to mest with
capacity, and certainly find much of
it in you. Your profession is of a very
delleato nature, but I see you are woll
qualified 1o conduct It with success
and secrecy ™

The President was somewhat affect-
ed by these compliments from one of
his highness’'s superior bearing.
Heo acknowledged them almost with
Bumility

“Poor Malthy!" he added, “I shall
hardly know the club without him,
The most of my patrons are boys,
alr, and poetical boys, who are not
much company for me. Not but what
Malthy nad some poetry, too; dbut it
wis of a kind that I could under-
stand."”

“l can readily imasgine you should
find yourself in sympathy with Mr,
Malthus,® returned the prince. “He
struck me as o man of & very original
disposition.”

The young man of the eream tarts
was in the room, but painfully de.
presmi 1 and silent. His late com-
pantons souxht In valn to lead him
into eonversation,

“How hitierly 1 wish,” he eried,
“thut 1 had never brougkht you to this
infarnous abode! Begone, while you
are clean-handed, If you could have
heard the old man scream as he fall,
and the nuise of his bonea upon the
pavement!  Wish me, If you have
any kindness to so fallen & being—
wish the ace of spades for me to.
night!"

A few more members dropped In an
the evening went an, but the elub did
naot muster more than tha devil's
dozen when they took their places at
the table. The prince wap again con-
sclous of A certivin Joy In his slarms;
bt he was astonished to ses Ger.
widine ao much mora aelf-possessed
than on the night hefore,

"It s extracrdinary,® thought the
prince, “that a will, made or un-
made, whould so greatly influence a
youne man's spirit.”

“Attentior, gentlemen'" said the
preaident, and he hegan to deal.

arvund the table, and neither of Lhe oeph,

marked cirds had yet tallea from his oy 1 wish you a pleasant walk.
eacilement w8 he begun

the fourih Jdisiribution

Thore wore Juslt cards

Wadl over-

The prince, whu sat aecond
from tho dealer’s left, would receive,
In the reverse mode of dealing prac-
ticed at the cludy, the second last card,
he third pluyer turned up a black
duct=IL wasn Lhe
next recelved u diwnend, the nuxt.; piayers wers still consuming cham-
the ace of nuene, some of which he had himaelf
spudea was still undnlwvre:. At lust P
Geraldine, who sat upon the prince's
lert, turned h'l': urd;m:t was ':m ace, surprised to.find himself cursing them
but the sve of heurts,
Wien FPrince Florigel saw his futo great coat in the cabinet, and selected
upon the tauble lo front of hin s
uplaotl::il“n:h}:i: millarity of thess acts and the thought
chunces out of u nu..mﬁ'?ﬁl?‘m wan Hme betrayed him into o fit of Iaugh-
He reversed the card, it wus ““; ““t:"';:" sunitide
A loud rouring v v
filled NWis bruin, and the table swwm 1o loave the m_hlnﬂ.l and turned In-
He heurd the piayer #tead to the window
on his pight break into a £t of Laugh. The Batngs and the durkness recalled
tor that sounded between mirth and blai to nimself,
disappointioent; he saw the compuny
rupidly dlspersing, but hlnl:mn-l wan thought
@ PeCDg- A
nized how foolish, how criminal, had men fell upon )'rinca Florizel, and he
In perfect health, was uncersmoiiously  throst into e
in the prime of his yuears, the heir o carriige, which at once drove rapidly
a throne, he had gambled wway his awas
brave, loyal poant

cluba,

heart stood wtill
but the sweal

the ace of spades.

beforeg am eyce,

heen hisn conduct,

und that of

"l am mora amanahle to trantment,” Jintd
sald the prince, A good deal revived. |, 44 us all recourse to law, and dis-
“I A omy owh mian AgRin at once, grarion would forbild 11 equaily if the
And 8o, 1ot me mak 1% were |
you, what are my directiona?"’ your hightness's fintention®

“You will procesd along the Strand — “1r {n decldod” answered Florlzel;
In tha dipsction of the city, and on “the president must fall tn duel, It
untili you enly remains to chooss his adver.

AN You paroeive

left-hand pavemsnt,

maet the gentleman ™ho has fust Ieft gary ™
Ha will continus your in-

structions, and him you will have the to name my own recompense,” snid

kindnass to obay: tha authority of tha tha eolonel, “Will he

dioe; you sk of the Priaes  Three times the cards ‘weat all club iy vested In his verson for the

And now,” added the presl-

The Unexrected Happens.
LORIZEL acknowledged the
salutation rather awkward-

Iy, and ook his leave. He
passed through the samoking

Tho room, whera the bulk of the

cnthiiely

ordered and pald for; and he Wks
In his heart. He put on bhisg bat and

his umbrelln (rom a corner, The fa-

gifty thiat he was wbour them for the last

I unpleasantly in his
He conovived a reluctance

The slght of
“Cume, come, | must be a man,'” he

At the corner of Box Court thres

There wan Alrendy an occus

“Will your highnessa pardos my

“3od,” ke cried, “Ood forgive enael® #eal? sald a wull-known volee,
And with that the confusion of hias I
unm:. pansed away, und he rogalined colonel's neck in a passion of rellef.
self-posncssion In o moment. ¢
m':'u hl.an:umrtlf-?tiar;ldu..- had dis- cried, “And how wis this effeoted?
as no one in the
Th“.h%: ﬂrntin\'\:l butehar march upon Ws doom, he wWaN overs
eonsulting with the presldent, and the Joyed to yield 1o friendly violenoe,
young man of ths cream tarts, who e
slipped up to the prince and whis- €nough,
pered in hin ear;

*1 would give a millton, If I had It
for your Juck."

Hin highness eould not help refiect.
ing as the young man deparied, that
he would have sold his opportunity o o
tfor & much more modernte sum,

The “’hlllpoTr;: ;m‘i‘;":':'rhTII'I“'.*“:_:'?'? The house In llox Court has been

Ol ]

The prince threw himself upon the
“How can | ever thank you?" he

Although he had been willing to

“You can thank ma  etfectually
replind  the colonel, "by
avolding nll such dangers In the lu-
ture. And as fur your second ques-
tlan, all has been managed by the
wimplost means, 1 arrangod this afs
ternoon wit a eclebrated dectective,
sHecrecy has been promised ang hga'd
Your own servants have Jen
principally ongaged in  the alfalr

purroundsd since nightfall, and this,
which & one of vour carringes, hus

n Ir-nk [F] 4

the preaident, BP= uen awaiting you for nearly an
rthe unfortunate prince, p.,,r*
proffered him hla hand

am pleased Lo

“and the miserabla creature who

have met you, was to have shon me—what of him?
“and plensed to have jnquired the prince,

in n position
trifling service.
not complain of delay

you any "o was pinioned ns he left the
you can cluld™ replied the ealonel, “and now

On the sec- awnits your senténce at the palice
ond svening—what s atroks of luck!" where he will soon ba joined by his
Tha prince endeavored in vain to aceomplices™
articulate something In responas, but  "Gerabdine, !
his mouth was dry aud his tongue have saved me against my explielt
meamad paralyesd. '
“You feel a little sickish?’ askedq ©OW© YOU not oniy my life, but a les-
the presidsnt,
“Most gentlemen do,
you take a littia brandy?"
The prince algnined in the amrma-
tive, and the other Inimediatey filled
somo of the apirit into a tumbler
“Foor old Malthy!” sjaculated tha
president, as the prince drained the
near upon w pint,
and littls enough good It seemed tu

]

sald tha prinee, “you
orders, and yon have dons well, 1

won, and [ should be wnworthy of
'h"w“.u: my rank if I 414 not show mysolf
i grateful ta my teacher 1=t Il be
vours to choose the manner”

Thern was a pause, during which
the varringe sped througeh tho strests,
The silepee waas broken by Colonel
tinraldine

“Your highness," snld s, “"has by
this time o eonsiderable bady of pris-
oners.  There |8 ut Jeust ona ¢rim-
inal among the number to whom
& should be dealt., Our oath for-

sened,  May I Inquire

“Your highness has permitiad ma

numher, for obvious reasons, | sup-
press, Those who care to pursus l;l.
adventures of Prince Florigel and the
President of the Buleide (lub may
road the “History of the I'hysiclian
and the Saratoga Trunk,"

THE HISTORY OF THE
PHYSICIAN AND THE
SARATOGA TRUNK.

. BILAR Q. SCUDDAMORE

wis o young American of u

simiple and harmiess dis.

position, which was the

more to his credit, as he

came from Now England—a quarter

of the New World not precisely

famous for thess qualitics, Although

he was execeadingly rich, hs kept «

ote of all hiy expenses in a little

per pocket-book, und he had

chosen to study the attractions of

Puris from the sevenih story of what

j# called @ furnished hotel, in the

latin Quarter, There wis U great

deal of habit in his penurivusness,

and his virtue, which was vory re-

markiablo among his associntes, wis

principally founded upon diffidence
and youth,

The next room to his was inhabited
by w lady, vary attractive in her alr
anid very clegant in toilet, whom, on
Niw firse arrival, he had taken for o
countess, In cgurse of timio he had
learncd thist she wias knuwua by the
name of Mme, Zephyrine, and that
whatever station she occupled ln life
It wus not of & person of title, Mme,
Zephyrine, probably in the hope of
cnchanting the young American,
usesd to flaunt by him on the wtuirs
with @& civil Inclination, a word of
course and a knovkduwn look out of
her bluck eyes, and disappoar In
rustle of silk, and with the revela-
tion of un admirable foot and ankle,
Hut these advances, no far from en-
couriging Mrp, Scuddamore, plunged
himn dnto the depthy of depression and
Lashfulness,

she had coma to hlin several times
for a light, or to apolugize for the
imaginary depredations of hor poodie,
Lut nis mouth wan closed In the
presence of so superior o belug, his
Freanch promptly left him, and hes
could only sture and stammer until
she was gone,  The slenderness of
thelr Intereaurss did pot prevent him
from throwing out insinuations of a
viry glorious order when he was
gafoly nlone with o few malcs

The room on the uther side of
the American's=for there wers thireo
rooms on 4 foor in the hotel--wus
tenanted by an old Knglish phyaicinn
uf rather doubtful reputation, e
Nowl, for thnat was s ntame, had
been forved to leave London, whoers
he enjoyed W large and increasing
practice, and |t was hinted that the
palice bad been the Instigators of this
chango uf s'ene. AL least he, wWho
hiwd made something of a figure In
earlior life, now dwelt In the Latin
guarter tn great simplicity and soll-
tuds, and devoted much of his tima
to atudy. Mr sScuddarmors bad made
his wequaintance, and the palr would
now atd then dine together frugally
Iny i restaurant across the stroot,

Sllas Q. Scuddamors had many lHe.
tle vices of tha more reapsctnbla
order, nnd wak not restradned by doli-
cacy from Indulging them In many
rather doubtful ways. Chief among
his foibles stood curtoaity, He wis a
born gossip, and life, eapecially those
pirta of It tn which bhe had no experi.
ence, interested him to the degres of
passion. He was a pert, invincible
questionsr, pushing his Inquiries with
equal pertinacity and indiseretion; he

You'll have to read this stirring story
o learn how a beautiful Russian girl
helped him to establish his innocence

hand, to tura it over and over, and
W siddy Loe address with care, and
when he found a faw In the partition
batwean his room and Mme, Zsphyr-
ine s instead of Hiling 1t up, be ons “e
Iatged and lmproved the opening and
idue uee of it us & spy-nole vo his
nulgnbor's wifuirs, "y

One day in the end of March,
Curionity growing as it was ind
he enlurged the boie a little furthern
#o Lt he might command another - ;-
corner of the foom. That evening,
when he went us usual to Inspect
Mme, Zephyrine'y movementy, he was
wstonisiivd to find the aperture ob- *°
scured lo wn odd mauncr on the
other wide, and still more abashed '
whon the obstucly was suddenly with-
drawn und u titter of laugiter reached
his ears. Some of the plaster had <5
evidently betruyed the secret of his .
spy-hole, and his nelghbor had been &
returning the compliment {n kind, Mr,
Houddamors was moved to a very
avittg tesling of annoyance, he con- .
demuned Mme  Zephyrine unmeral-
fully; he even blumed himself, but
when he found, next day, that ahe
had taken no meang to halk him of
hin favorite pustime, he continued to

rofit by her curelesaness, and gratily

In idle curiosity.

The next day Mme, Zephyrine re-
celved o long visit from a tall, loosely-
bullt man of fifty or upward, whom
Hilas had not hitherto seen., His tweed
sult and colored shirt, no leas than
his dull gray eye affected Bllag with
w sense of cold, He kept acrowin
his mouth from side to alde and roun:
and roand during the whole collogquy,
which was carcied on in whispers,
More than once It seamed Lo the young
New Englander an If their gostures
indicated his gwn apartment: but the
only thing definite he could gathar by
the mant serupilous attention was
this remark made by the Englishman
In & somewhat higher key, am if In
answer to some reluctance or opposts |
tion,

*1 have studied his tansts to n al e =
and [ ecan tell you again and =
sou ares ‘he only womun of the gort -
that 1 can lay my hands on"

In answer to this, Mme, Zephyrine
slehed and appeared by a gesture to
resign hersolf, like one yielding to
unqualified authority,

That afternoon the ohservatory was
finally blinded, a wardrobs having
been drawn in front of it upon the
other side, and whila Hilas was still
lamenting over this rtune, which *
he attributed to the Hritisher's maliga
suggestion, the conclergs brought him
up & letter in a female hand

-

i

writing.
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It was conceived in Fressh al&.,.’____.
very rigorous orthography, bore ne -

nature, and in the most encourag-
::lifc terms invited the young Ameri-
can to be present in A certain
of the Bullier Pall at 11 o'clock that
night, Curlomty and timldity fought -
a long battle in his heart; »ome-
times he was all virtue, sometimes =*
all fire and daring; and the regult of
It was that long before ten Mr. Silas =
Q. Scuddamora presented himaclf in
pnimpenchable attire at the door of
the Bulller all rooms, and pald his ==p
entry money with a sense of reck-
Jesn deviltry that was not without
its charm. 4 e Sk

It was carnival time, an L
was very full and nolsy. The lighta
und the crowd at first rather abushed
our youpg adventurer, and thea. =
mounting to his brisn with o sort of =
intoxication put him in possession of ~
more than his own share of mans
hood. He felt ready to tace the devil, -
and strutted 10 the ballroom with the
swokker of o rn;uu:”r. :’hue'lz.m
thuns ading, he Came w
umo.“‘;.cphyﬂm and her Britisher
in eonference behind a pillar. Tha
catliiks apirit of euvesdropping over-
cume him at once, He stole nearer
andd nuurl'rhnn thnw":lu:lw“ mhof....-

ind, until he was thin sarn
5 “Thut I8 the man,” the Britisher
wius saying; “there—with the long
1-|n|n1'1u1r-omuu o a girl

rean,'

‘mlu identified a very handmome
young follow of small stature, who, ,
was plainly the object of this desig-
nation. 1 .

“It 48 well,” sald Mme. Zephyrine.
“[ ghall do my utmost. Butl, remem-
ber, the best of us may fadl In such
& matter.”

*“Tut!" returned her companion; “1
answer for the resuit, Have | mot
chosen you from thirty? Goj but be
wary of tho Prince. 1 caunot think
what cursed pcecldent has brought
him here to-night.  As If there were
not W dozen halls in Paris better
worth his notlce than this riot of
ptudents and counter jumpers! Bee |
i where he sits more ke a relgn.
ing emperor ot home than a Prince
upon his holdiays.”

Silas was uwegain lucky. He observed
a person of rather a rull oaild, strik-
Ingly handsome and of a very stately
and courteouys doemeanor, seited at
tulilo with another handsome young
wun, ®everal Years his Juitor, who
nddrossed him with consplieuous def-
rrance The name of prince struck
gratefully on Hilas’e republican hear-
Ing, wnd the aspect of the perdon te
whom that name Was applied exers
vised ita usunl charm upon his mind,
He left Mwe, Zephyrine and her Eng-
lishman to take care of cach other,
and threading bis way through the
assombily appronched the table which
the prinee and his confidant had hon-
ored with their cholee,

L tell you, tleraldine” the former
wiis saving, "the action la munlness,
Yourself (1 am glad to remember (1)
chose your brother for this periious
porvice, and you are bound in duty to
have 4 guard upon his conduct. He
has consented to deluy %0 many dpys
in Puaris; that was already an impru-
denoe, considering the character of
the man he has to dedal with; bug
now, whon he s within elght-and-
forty hours of his departure, when he
Is within two or three days of the
decimive trinl, 1 ask you, Is thia a

Ince for him to spend hia tme?
le should be in a gullery at prag-
tice; he should be sleeping long hours
and taking moderate exercise on footy
he should be on a rigorous diet, withs
out white wines or brandy, Doea the
dog Imagine we are all playing con.«
edy? The thing is deadly

rmit ma o had besn obsarved, when he took a Geraldine” J
ask the appointmept of my brotherV letter tq the post 10 welgh it o Rla . u\g Be Continued.) »"
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