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OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS,
disguists, Prince Florisel of
confant and Master of Hore,

il

:
i
FHE

o
e

EE
1§

t’ngt
Eirt

i
aE-

rgEyEs
ii!
£EE

3
i

it
i
-

e
i
§
H
£
g

states be wul pay e mewmvership
440 each, A cad la calied, and the three
men drive o the hesdguariers of the club, »
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2 lidates wre duly
the Fresilent, a middie aged man of erafty ap-
Aller. e pRiFiog e Visllols aie

and subsonile (o & o of vatu, Then

they we bed nto the amoking rosts, whets Lbey

" flnd L s Cliam-

pame, Al of Lhem are Gistussing saicide, The

Usionsl, who has taken Uy Lase of MaSwuer-

omith, ages ou »

individual, Thw bumas wreck s Mr,
of Jung mauding. For tso jvdis e

Awaited Lis tate, Ad the molovis s iulo

Another rvom mtid st At & Jougd gieen abon, wikre

‘Preadent deals & pack o canls, The ace of

Seaiis deslls to the pesson wWhe gets It
sce of cliba dosiguates the meinber W

bose bauds the fate of e victim s left, Mr,

turus up the ladal emrd, ‘lhe jouug min

il larta lnds dlmecl! with the soe ol

el wearss ln as the esecutivner, Tie

fexl morning 'riuce Floreel aud Col, Geraldine

1l o & tewspager of the desth of Mr, Mai-

thus, who, it & wated, fell (rom the Upjes parss

ot in Triaigar Deuae Whiie B ke Wey  Odue

Brom & ey, A e, I epgesred, wae beoring

I B ovab at the time of the accnlal'  The

dplnge s boeritied, but e delortunes W eturm o

- Lbe Swickde Uiub apd istewsl Liosel (o e G

“tupve ol the guung mas who wes comgviied W

MY Me, Malthus, e deciares, tou, Laat be il

Urlug to accoutit the Pregideit of tie ciuy, st

Tied that the man is & soouielis, U s seoubd

visit L Lripoe s dvslt the ace of sjadm, He

‘i imstructed to walk mlong U Strand ustll be

miely the member wio s W kil buo, At the

wimer of Box Court, howevwe, Frince Floosel s

o mineed upou by e mes end Lhrus e &

cartiage, He then realises that be bag bevin e

Malthua,

il

u Ly the Colstel, toera reyuests that lie
¥ r beotlier be pernoitted 1o fight & duel with
Presvlent, asd tw Prioce mluctautly wou-

Meanwhile tie (viuce breaks up the Sw-
clde Club,

CThe Wstory of the Phnidan and the Sars.
togs Toumk’  fore the sppauls jart of the pale,
Silar . seuniieiee e o8 Julng Atierican Living
W the Laun Quarter of lanas,  Aocig g the
Bgal mom to lds a8 botel e oA myserious
_ n knosn as Mwme, Zejlutne,, One after
nuon Blflas i3 banded & Tetfer In fomiuine land.
writing uviting him to 8 stndents’ ball ar 11
G'elock that night, He keege the appolniment

The History of the Physician

and the Saratoga Trunk.
(Continued )

KENOW the lud top well to
interfere,”  replied Col,
Geraldine, "und well
enough not to be alarmed.
He i more cantious than
and of an  indomitable
spirit,  If 4t had been a4 woman |
* should not say so much, but I trust
the president tp him and the two
valets without an Instant's appre-
hension.”
“I am gratified to hear you say wo,”
‘Moplied the prince: “bu' my mind is
 mol at rest. Theso servants are well.
tomined sples, and  already has not
this miscreant succeeded three times
in eluding their obscrvation and
sponding several hours on end \n pri-
~adey, and most lTkely, dangeroun af-
falrm? An amateur might have lost
Qi by aceldent, but if Rudolph and
Jerome were thrown off the scent, it
“must-have been on purpose, and by a
man who had a cogent reason and
txeeptional resources™

You funcy,

2%l belleve the question {8 now one
between my brother amnd myself” re-
'ﬂlacl Geraldine, with a shade of of-
fense In his tone.

#4 permit it to be go, Col, Geral-
‘dine,” returned Prince Florizel, “Por.
Mﬁ’ for that very roason, you should
«be all the more ready to accopt my
egunseln. Bul enough., That girl in
Yalow dances well”

And the talk veered Into the ordi-
nary toples of w Parls bull=romn in
‘the Curnlval,

A Mysterious Woman.
ILAB *remombered  where he
wins, and thut the hour was
already near at hand whon

he pught to be upon the
scene of his  assighation,
more ho reflected the less he
d the prospect, and as at that

ent an eddy in the crowd begun
Araw him in o dircetion o' the
or, he suffered it wrry him
way without resistance. The oddy
stranded Jim in o cornery under the
gallery, where his ear wis immedi-
ately siruck with the voice of Mene.
Zephyrine. She was speaking in
French with tha young man of the
blond 1acks wha had heen pulnted put
by the strange PBritishor pot half an
hour before.

1

*I have u character nt stake,” she
#aid, "or 1 would put no other con-
ditlon than my heart recommenids.
But you have only to say 50 much to
the porter and he will let you go by
without a word."”

“But why this taulk of debt?” ab-
Jected her companion,

_ "Heavens!"” sald she, “do you think
¥ do. t understand my own hotel ™

And she went by clinging affec-
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NEW ARABIAN NIGHTS TALE b

QF MYSTERY AND ADVENTURE

ROBERT LOUIS

tionately to her campanion's arm.

This put Hilas in mind of his billet,

“Ten minutes henee” thought he,
“and I may be walking with as beau-
tiful & woman as that angd even bet.
tor dressed—perhapes a real lady, pos-
sibly a woman of title”

And then he remembered the spell-
ing and was a littie downcast,

“But it may have bean written by
her mald,” he imagined.

The clock was only a few minutes
from the hour, and this Immediate
proximity set his heart beating at a
curious and rather disagresable speed,
Ha reflected with rellef that he was
in no way bonnd to put M An Appear-
ance, Virtue and cownrdice wera to-
gether, and he made once more for
the door, but this time of his own
aocord and  battling aguinst the
stream of people which was now
moving In a contrary direetion., Per-
haps this prolonged resistance wear-
led him, or perhaps he was In that
frame of mind when merely to con-
tinue in the same direction for a cer-
taln number of minutes produces a
reaction and a diferent purposs, Cer-
tainly, at least, he wheeled about for
A third time, xnd did not stop until
he had found a place of concenlmont
within a few yards of the appointed
pluce,

Hers ha went through an agony
of apirit, In which he several times
prayed to God for help, for Silas had
been devoutly educated. He had now
not the least inclination for the mest-
Ing; nothing kept him [from MAight
but a stlly fear lest he should be
thought upmanly, but this was so
powerful that it kept head against
ull other motives, and nlthough It
could not decide him to advance, pre.
vented him from definitely running
away. At lust the clock Indieated
ten minutes past the hour. Young
Scuddamore's spirit began to rise; he
peered round the corner and saw
no ona at the place of mecting:
doubtless his unknown correspondent
had wearled and gone away. He be-
came as bold as he had formerly
been timid., It seemed to him that
If he cams at all to the appointment,
however late, he was clear from the
charge of cowardice. Nay, now he
began to suspect a hoax, and actually
complimented himself on his shrewd-
ness in having suspected and out
outmanoeuvred his mystiflers. So
very idle a thing is a boy's mind!
Armed with these reflections, he ad-
vanced boldly from his corner, but
he had not taken above a couples of
steps before a hand was Iald upon
his urm. He turned and beheld a
lady cast in & very large mold and
with somewhat stately features, but
bearing no murk of severity in her
looks.

“1 gee that you are a very solf-
confident lady killer,” sald she; “for
vou make yourself expeoted. But I
was determined to meet you, When
a woman hns onee so far forgotten
hersell as to make the lirst advance,
ghe has long ago left behind her all
considerations of petty pride.”

Silas was overwhelmed by the size
and attractions of his correspondent
and the suddenness with which she
hod fallen upon him. Bul she soon
st him at his cnse,  HBhe was veey
towardly and lenient in her bDehavior:
she led him on to make pleasuntrios,
and then applauded him to the ccho.
and in w very short time, between
blandighiments and o liberal exhibi-
tlon of warm brandy, she had not
only indueed him to faney himsol?
in love, but to declaure his passion
with the greatest vehemenge,

“Alas!™ she sald: "1 do not know
whether | oukht not to deplore this
moment, great as s the pleasure yon
give me by your words, Hitherto I
woas alono te suffer; now, poor boy
there will be two, 1 um not my ownp
mistress, 1 dare not ask you Lo visit

me at my own house, for | am
walched by jealous eyes. Lot me
w0 she added; 1 am older than

vou, although so much weaker; and

whille 1 trust in your courage and
determination, I must empley my
uwn knowledge of the world for our

mutynl beneflt, Whers do you live?”
He that he lodied in o
furnished hotel, and named the street
and number,
Sho aeemed to refloet for seme min-

told her

ntes, with an effort of mind,

1 see swhe sild at lest, "You will
be faithful and obedient, will yon
not

Bilas dssured her of his fldelity.
“To-morrow, then,” sho continved,

with an encouraging smile, “you
must repwin at home all the oves
ning, and (f uny frionds shoulid visit

you, dismiss them nl onee on any pre-
lext that most readily presents jt-
self, Your door is probuwbly shut by
W she usked,

"By 1L" anaworsd Silns.

“"At w quarter-pagt 11" purswed
the lady, "leave the house, Meroly ery

Tog i dour to be opened, and he
sure you fall into no tulk with the
porter, as that might ruln everything,

Go stralght to the corner whoere the
Luxembourg Gardens join the Hoile-
vard; there you will find me wnlting
you. [ trust you to follow my sdvice
from puint te point, and remember
If you fail me in only one poarticular
you will Yring the sharpoest trouble
on o woman whose only faull s to
have seng and loved you"

ICan You

Beat It?

Letmiiiiye By Maurice Ketten
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THE HERO OF

“THE IRON RIDER”

By FRANK L. PACKARD
NEXT WEEK'S COMPLETE NOVEL IN THE EVENING WORLD

You'll have to read this stirring story
to learn how a beautiful Russian girl
helped him fo establish his innocence

futura is there left for me except the
mllaws ™

“Youth i but a cowardly asamm,”
returned tha dootor, “and & man's
own troubles look blacker than they
ara. 1 am old, and yet [ never des-
patr.”

“Can T tell such A story to the po-
liee? demanded Silan.

“Assuredly not,” replied the doctor,
“from what I ges already of the ma-
chisation lu which you have been in-
volved, your case ls deaperata upom
that side, and for the parrow eye of
the authorities you are Infallibly the
gullty person. And remsmber that
wa only know a portlon of tha plot,
and the same Infamous contrivera
have doubtissa arrangsd many other
circumstancea which would be ellcited
by & police Inquiry, and help to fAx
the guilt more certainly upon your
Innacence.”

+1 am then lost Indead!" crisd Sllas.

“] have not sald =0, answersd Dr.
Nosl, “for I am a cautious man.”

“But look at this,'" objected Silas,
pointing to the body. *Here ia this
object In my bed; not to be explained,
not to be dispossd of, not to be re-
gardad without horror.*

“Horror?" replled she doctor. “No.
When this sort of clock has run down,
it Is no mors to me than an Ingenlous
plece of mechanism, to be investigated
with  the bistoury. When blood Is
once cold and stagnant it is no longer
human blood; when flesh Is once dead
it ia no longer the Mesh which we de-
slre m our lovers, and respect in our
friends. The grace, the attractios,
the terror, huve ail goné from it with
the animating spirit. Acoustom yours
self to look upon it with composure,
for It my scheme is practicable you
will have to live some days in con-
stant proximity to that which now
g0 greatly horrifies you." .

“Your sehewe? cried Silas, “What
|8 that? Tell me apeedily, doctor, for
| have scarcely courage enough %

ontinua to exist.”
¢ Without replying, Dr. Noel turned
toward the hed and proceeded lo ex-

“l eannot ser the use of all thesa
instruct ons" gald Silas,

“l belleve yvou are already beginning
to treat me a. a maater,” shoe cried,
tupping him with her fan upon the
arm, "Patiepce, patience! that should
come in time, A woman loves to be
obeyed ot first, although afterward
she finds her pleasure In obeying, Do
un | usk you, for Heaven's sake, or 1
will answer for nothing. Indeed, now
I think of it she added, with the
manner of one who has just seen
further into a diMeculty, “l find a
better plan of keeping importunate
visitors awny. Tell the porter to ad-
mit no one for you except a person
who may cowne that night to ¢laim a
debt; und speak with some feeling,
as though you feared the interview,
%0 that he may take your words in
earnest.”

“1 think you may trust me te pro-
tect myself agninst intruders,” he sald,
not without a Httle plaue,

“That is If | should prefer the thing
preanged,” she answered coldly, “I
know you men: you think nothing of
a woman's reputition”

Silas blushed and somewhat hung
his head; for the scheme he had In
view involved a little vainglorying
before his scquaintances.

“Above all” she added, "do not
penk to the porter as you come out.”

“And why 7' sald he, “Of all your
instructions thal scems to me Llie
leust Important”

“You at first doubted the wisdom
of some of the others, which you now
B o be very necessary,” sho re-
plind,  “Believe me, this also has its
uses; in time you will see them, and
what wine 1 to think of your affection
it you refuse me such teifles at our
first inferview ™

Silns confounded himself In  ex-
plutiations and apotogies: in the mid-
die of those she looked up ot the

vlock and elapped her hands together
with 4 suppressed scrvam,
“Heavens!"™ she eried, "8 (L 80 late?
I hiave not an instant to lose. Alas,
we poor womon, whiat sluves we ore!
What have 1 wot riskd for you ule
ready
Aftor

i

Fe g her  directions,

combined  with
miost  abandoned
sahe bade farewell and disap-
among the crowd.

ling

ieh sho  artfully

and tha

ArCaNes
louks,
plared

Silas Made a Dupe,

HE whole of the next day
Sllas  wus  filled with a
senme of groat lmportance;

| e was now

i vountess,

sure she was
and when ove-
ning cams he minutely oboyed her
orders and was at the corper of the
Luxviribours Uardens by the hour
appointed. No ons was thers. He
valted nearly hulf an hour, looking
In the fucen of every one who passsd
ar loltervid
vislted

nuar the spot;

the neighburing

ha even

curners of

»

the Boulavard and made a complete
elreult of the garden rallings: but
thers was no beautiful countess to
throw herself Into his arms. At last,
und most reluctuntly, he began to
retrace his steps toward his hotel,
On the way he remembered the words
he had heard pass betweesn Zephyrine
und the blond young man, and
they gave him an indefinite unecisis-
Ness.

“It appears,” he reflected, *“that
every one has to tell lles to our por-
ter."”

He rang the bell, the door opensd
before him, and the porter In his bed-
clothes came to offer him o light.

“"Has he gone?' inquired the por-
ter,

“He? Whom do you mean?" asked
Bllus, somewhat sharply, for he was
Irritated by his disappointment,

“1 did not notice him go out,” cons

tinued the porter, “but 1 trust you
pald him. Wa do not care, In this
houss, to have lodgers Wso cannot

meet thelr Habilities,™

“What the devil do you mean?
demanded Silas, rudely, "I ciannot
understand a word of this furrngo.”

“The short blond young man who
cume for his debt returnod the
other. “He It I8, 1 mean, Who else
shouid it be, when 1 had your orders

to admit no one el

Wy, good God, of course he never
came" retorted Silas,

I Lelieve what 1 bhelleve, returned
the parter, putting his tongus into
his toek with a most reguish air

“You are an insolent g nilrel™
eried Silas, and feeling thut he had
mnde & ridiculous exhibvition of as
perity, and at the same time he
willerod by b dogern alnrms, he turned
and tegan to run upstalrs,

“Ihvy you not want o lght thep™
ericd the parter,

Hiu: Silas only hurried the faster,
and il not paass until e had ronclingd
the seventh Inniling and tood | In
front of Lia own doar. Therv i
wutrd A moment to recover |
brosth. aesatled by the worst fope
bodings and almost dreading to enter
the room,

When at lumt he 1] mnp he w;s
relieved to find 1t dark, and, to all
ippearanees, untenanted, e drow o
tong hreath, Here hoe was, homa
wEiin In safety, and this shonld e
his last folly as certnly as (2 had
boen him first,  The matches i
on i Hitle talle by the bed, wnd he
heghn 19 grope his way in that
rection Ax he moved, his appn
hensions grew upon him onee tiore,
and he was pleased, when his foo!
encounterod an obstaele, to tind it

f‘lu-thlilﬂ nore .lii\rln-:l‘ than & chinir

At last he touched curtuing. From the
puosition of the window, wiiolh was
fadntly visible, ho Know he mnust he
pl the foot of the bhed, and 1] anly
tu T Way along

reach the table i guostion,

He lowered his hand, but what It
touched wian not simply a counter-
pane-—it  wias 0 counterpans with
something undernenth |t like the out-
lHne of 0 human leg, Silus withdrew
him arm and stood n moment petrified.

"What—what,” he thought, “ean
this betoken

He listened intently, but there was
no sound of breathing Onco more,
with o great effort, he reached out
the end of hig Anger to the spot he
had alrendy touched; but this time he
leaped back half a yard, and stood
shivering and fxed with terror, There
was somothing in his bed. What it
wias he know not, but there was sonios
thing there,

1t win sopne soconds before he could
movie.  Then, gulded by an instinet,
he fell stralght upon the matches,
and, keeping lis back toward the bed,
Hehted a candle, As soon as the
flume had kindled he turned slowly
round and looked for what he feared
to see, SBure onough, there was the
worst of his imaginations realized,
The coverlet was drawn curefully up
over the pilluw, but it moulded the
outllne of a human body lying mo-
tionless, and when he dashed for-
word and Aung aside the shoeets he
teheld the hlond young man whom
had seen in the Bullice ball the
night before, his eyox apen and with-
aut wpeculation, his tuce swollen and
blaekened and # thin stream of blood
trickling from hin nostrils,

Bilas  uttered a long, tremulous
wall, dropped the candle pnd fell on
Knees besid hed, Sllas was
pwakened from the stupor (Hte which
His  terrible  dis had  plunged
him by a prolonged bat discreet tap-
the dopst It touk him some
to His  position,
hastened 1o prevent
ni 1L was already
i ow tall mightoap,
¢ Hehted up his

htw he

overy

LT
wocunds remember
und when he
any ane from oenter
Dr. Noel,
carrying o lamp whi

T Llate

jong white eoumienanece, wmidilng in his
galt, and peering and eocking  his
head ke some sort of bird, pushed
owly epen. and advanced

ty the middle of (he room,
I thoueht 1 heard a ery)” hegan
the daot “and fearing vou might

e unwell 1 did pot pesttato to offor

this 1nttusion,™

Silas, with a Aushed face and a
Foarful bBiating hoewrt, kept boiweorn
the doctor and the bed, but he found
ng Yoloo 1o Answoer,

“You are in the dark,” pursged the
doctur, “and yol you hive
hegun to prepare for rest You will
not persunde me agalnst my
and your fice declards
thiat  you require
cither a friend or a physician—which
FIRT T Let me fecl your pouise,
fur thut is oMen & just reporter of the
hoewre.”

nutl even
nasily
awn eyosignt,
toest el

juently

Lo Lic

Mo advanesd ta Sine, who stil] pe
] | Lefurs hien hatkword el
SUME4Y to take Bl Ly the wiisl but

the strain on the young American’s
nervos had become too great for en-
durance, He avolded the doctor with
i febrile movement, and, throwing
himaelf wpon the floor, burst to &
flood of weeping,

Dr. Noel Offers Help.
H soon ax Dr. Noel percelved
the dead mun In the bed his
face durkensd, and hurrying
back to the door which he
hud left ajar he hastily
clowed and double looked L

“U'p!™ he oried, addrassing Sllas in
strident tones, “this Is no time for
weeping. What have you done? How
ciume this body In your reom? Hpeak
freely to one who may be helpful.
Do you imagine | would ruin you?
Do you think this plece of dead flesh
on your pillow can alter In any degree
the sympathy with which you have
inspired me? Credulous youth, the
horror with whioh blind and unjust
law regards an action naver attaches
to the doer ln the eyes of those who
love him, and ¥ I saw the friend of
my heart return to me out of seas of
blood he would be in no way changed
in my affection. Raiwe yourself" he
suld, “good wund 1N are w chimern;
there is naught in life except destiny,
ind hoewever sou may be elrcum-
#tanced there |n one at your side who
will help you to the Last*

Thus eoncournged Hilas gathered
himnelf together and in & wrokon
vulee, and helped out by ths doclor's
Interrogntions, contrived at last to
put him in possession of the facts
Hut the conversation hetween thoe
prince and Geraldine he altogether
omitted, as he had understood little
of iis purport, and had no idea that
it wan in any way related 1o his own
misudventure,

“Alas!" eried Dr. Noel, “I am much
abined, or you have fallen (nnocently
inte the most dangerous hands in
Furope, PP'oor boy, what o pit has
been dug for your simplicity! into
what deadly peril hanve your unwary
fort boon comducted! This man,” he
waid, “this Englishman, whom you
twice saw, and whom | suspect 1o bis
the soul of contnvance, ean yon
doexeribe him? Was he young or old?
tall or short?

lut bilaa, who, for all hia curiosity,
hadd not & weeing eye 1n his head, was
whie ta supply nothing but moagra
Kenerallties, which it was impossible
o recognize,

“I wonuld have It a piece of sduca-
tion in all schools!™ eried the doctor,
angrily, "Where in the use of eye-
slght and articulate spesch f & man
cannot observe and recollect the feg-
tures of his enemy? 1, wha knuw all
the gungs of Europs, might have

identitiod him, and gained new wes-
pons for your defense, Culiivate
this art in future, my poor boy: you
ey find b of mementouss servioe,™

The tuture.” repeated Silas, W hut

amine the corpee,
“Quite dead” he murmured. “Yes,

an 1 hud supposed, the pockels smpty,
Yes, and the name cut off the ahirt.
Thelr work has been done thoroughly
and well, Fortunately he is of small
stature”™

Hilus followsd these words with an
extreme anxioty, At last the dootor,
his mutopsy completed, took a chalr
and addressed the young Amaerican
with a amlle.

“Hines | oame into your room."
sild he, “althongh my ears and my
tongue have been so busy, | have not
suffered my eyes tg remaln idle, I
poted a little whilo ago that you have
there in the eorner one of thoss \mon-
stroiis conatructions which your fel-
low eountrymen carry with them Into
all quarters of the globe—in a word,
a Baratoga trunk. Until this moment
1 huve never been able to concelve
the uti'ity of these erections; but
then I hegan to have a glimmer.
Whether 1t was for convenience in the
slave trade, or tu obviate the resuits
ol wo ready an employment of tha
bowle knife. I cannot bring myself
to decide. But one thing I ses piainly
—the object of such a box Is to con-
tain a human body."

“Surely,” cried Silas, “surely this Is
not a time for jesting.*

“Althongh 1 may expreas myself
with wome degres of pleasantry,” re-
plied the doctor, “the purport of my
words Is entirely serious. And the
firat thing we have tp do, my youny
friend, is to empty your coffer of all
that It containe®™

SKilns obeying the authority of Dr.
Nool, put himself at his disposition,
The Suratomn trunk was soon gutted
of its contonts, which made A con-
widerahle Htter an the floor, and then
==Hilan takine the heals and the doo
tor supporting the shoulders—the
body of the murdered man was car-
ried from the hed, and after some
diffieuity, doubled up and inserted
whole into the empty box. With an
effort on the part of both, the N4
was forced down upon this unusual
haggag=, und the trunk was locked
and corded by the doctor's own hand,
while Silas disposed of what had
taken out betwean the closet
and a cheat of drawers

“Now," sald the doctor, “the first
step has been taken on the
your delivemnoce To-marrow, or
rathear to-day, it must he your task
to allay the suspietons of your por-
paying himn all that you owe,
while you may trust me to make the
arrangements necessary o a
cunclunion Meantime, foliow me to
my room, wWhere | ahall give you
& safe and poworful oplate, for, whiat
uver you do, you must hnve rest.”

The next Auy was the longest In
Silan's memory: it seemed as f 12
would never e done.  He doniod him.

his friends, and sat in a
with His eyes flxed upon the
Horsitoga runk in dismal contemplis-
piom His awn f ndiseretions
wore now fetuenod upon him o kKindg

wiy to

inr,

wife

selt to

mer

for the observatory had once more
opeaned, and he was conscious of an
Almont eontinual study from Mme.
Zephyrine's apartment. Ho distreas-
ing 414 this becoms that he was at
last obliged to block up the spy-
hola from his own side, and when be
was thua secured from observation he
apent & conslderable portion of his
tima in sontrita tears and prayer.

Late in the evening Dr, Nosl en-
tared tha mom earrying in his hand
a palr of scalsd envelopes without
address, ana somewhat bulky, and the
other mo alim an to seem without en-
closure,

A Plan of Escape.
¢ TLAS” he sald, seating
himnelf at the tabls,
- & time has now
come for ma to ex-
plain my plan for your
salvation. To-morrow morning, at
an early hour, Princa Florisal of
Bohemia returns to London, after
having diverted himaslf for a few
dnys with the Parislan Carnival. It
was my fortuns, a good while ago,
to do Col. Geraldine, his Master of
the Horse, ons of thosa services se
common In my profession, which are
naver forgotten upon elther sida I
have no need to explain to you the
nature of the obligation under which
he was laid; suffce It to say that I
know him ready to serve me ln any
practicable manner. Now, It was
nocessary for you to galn London
with your trunk unopensd. To thia
the custom house seamed to oppose a
fatal difMcuilty; but I bethought me
that the baggage of so considerabls
& parson as the prince is, as a matter
of courtesy, passed without sxamina-
tion by the officers of customs. I ap-
plisd to Col. Geraldine, and suc-
coeded in obtaining a favorabls an-
swer. To-morrow, If you go befors ¢
to the hotel where the prince lodges,
your baggage will be passed over as
& part of his, and you yourssif will
make the journey as & member of his
suite*

"It ssems to me, as you speak, that
I have already sesn both the prince
and Col. Geraldine; I even overheard
some of thelr conversation the other
avening at the Bulller ball."

“It i probable enough, for the
prince loves to mix with all societies,*
roplied the doctor, "Onee arrived In
London," he pursued, “your task is
nearly ended. In this more bulky
envelope T have given you a letter
which I dare not address; but in the
other you will find the destination of
the house to which you must carry It
along with your box, which will there
be taken from you and not trouble
¥Ou any more"

“Alaa!" said Silas, “I have every
wish to belleve you, but how i It
posaible? You open up to me a
bright prospect, but | ask you, is my
mind capable of recelving so unlikely
a4 solution? Be more generous and
let me further understand your enean=
Ing.”

The doctor seemed painfully (m-
pressed,

“"Hoy," he answered, “you do mot
know how hard a thing you ask of me,
But be it so, | am now inured to
bumillation, and it would be strange
it 1 refused you this, after having
granted you so much., Know, then,
that, although [ now maks so quist an
appearanee—frugal, solitury, addicted
to study—when [ was younger, my
name was ones o rallving cry among
the most astute and dangerous spirits
of  London, and while | was out-
wardly an objoct for respect and con.
siiteritlon, my true power resided In
the most secret, terrible and criminal
relations, [t Is to one of the perpons
who then obeyed me that | now ad-
dress myself to deliver you from your
bitrden,  They were men of many
different nations wnd dexterities, all
bound together by a formidable outh,
and working to the same purposes;
tha trade of the association was (o
murder, and 1 who speak to you, in-
nocent as [ appenr, was the chieftuln
of this redoubtable crew.”

"What ™ eried SBilua. "A murderar?
And one with whom murder was a
trude? Canl take your hand? Ought
1 80 much as accopt your services?
Dark and eriminal old man, wouid
you make an accomplice of my youth
and my dintresa?’

The doector lnughed bitterly.

“You are diffeult to please, Mr.
Seuddamore,” sutd he; “but 1 now
offer you your cholce of company
betwoeen the murdered man and the
murdorer, 1f your consclence Is Wwo
nice to accept my ald, say so, and [
will immdiately |eave you.
forward you can deal with your trunk
and its helongings as best suits your
upright conscienee.”
iTv Be Coutinued)

Thence-
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