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Story No. 11

\ THE FANGS OF THE
: TATTLER

Two American girls, Mona Hartley and
ry Burnett, set about punishing the

books. This is the story of their eleventh

through their check

(Copyrigtt b7 Hadem Comspass’

suggestion of hysteria

8 @l Miss Hartley—Mona Harlley ™ G
The girl who had picked up the talaphonas transmitter gave a
wondering affirmative to the question ovar the wire, noting thal
ft was & woman'y volce which had apoken—a wolos Which held a

*My sames i8 Burton” contlaued the wvolos, “Mrs. Amos Burton. TYeu
@on't know me, but I have heard of you and your friend, Mins Davenport,
and I—I wiah you oould help mel I am in troubls, desporats trouble!™ The

hystaria in the speaker's volce was rining o & shrill crescendo.

"Don't say

you cannot. If you refuse me, I don't know what I shall do!"

Mona glanced at her walch,

¢ yor will give ms your addresa, Mrs, Burton, Miss Davenport and 1

will ses you at once.” she sald briskly.

It was sghortly after 11 o'clock when the hired moter of the two giria
érew up bafore a handsome residence, ast wall back in & yard, on which

wealth dad lavished much attention.

Mra. Burton needed no urging te plunga Inte har story.

Evidenty s

was the uppermost subject of her thoughta

=1 sent fer you." ahe began, “ha-
cause I need the asrvices of snme one

. upem Whoss discretion and honesty 1

ean absolutsly rely. If you read the
aswspapers you must know something
of my married life, and my husband.
The papers printed columnas about us
both at the time of our wedding. Mr.
Burton (s much older than mywsll, al-

we ware both devotad to each
other. DBut he ls frightfaully jealous,
unressonably so at timea, for I swaear
that I have nevar given him causs to
And now—It looks

splired agalast ms, and that I shall be
branded in his eyes as & designing
creature, unworthy of %l love,
through absolutely me fault of my
own.

‘mGe em, please,” eancouraged Mona

Mrs. Burton flushed. “Teo go back
a short time ia my life, I must tall
you that before my marriage [ was on
rather good terms with George Alll-
som, & young artiat. In fact, had oon-
drions bean differemt, the affalr might
have davaloped more sorlously. As it
was, it was definitaly at an end even
hafore 1 recelved Mr. Burton's offer
of marriage. You asee, Mr., Allison
ruined bimself and his career with
drugs, and about the Ume I bécame
sagaged he disappeared utterly. A
few monthe after my marriage 1 re-
ceived a letter from him dated from
Bodia Al iva, saylng he was very
UL Then another letler came, telllng
me be was in a r~'tical condition, and
aaking If I could send bim wsoms
monsy, BSuch an appeal, of course,
would have destroyed any love for
hm, even if there had besu any left,
for it waa easy snough te read be-
tween the lines of the ravages of hin
own . dissipation. But [ sent him some
mouney, rather fu. 21y, perhaps—and
then forgot the incident until yester-
‘.,0.

Hhe paussd again, and continued
more slowly and deliberately.

*Testerday afternoon I macelved a
oard from s man styling himsalf Ab-
ner Ruakle, attorney, with a request
for aa loterview on a vital subject,
Raluctantly I received him and be
Lerrifled me with the announcement
that my letters from George Alllson
ware in the posswmaion of 4 mewa-
paper, und about to e publiahed-—
unleas I couwld relss suvugh money

te buy tham back. Of coursa 1|
thought he waas ahooting at random.
but when I searched my deak I found
that be had, Indesd, apoken the truth,
Cor all of my |etitars had bosn slolas

Mona's fars contracted grimly,

“T eea!” ahe sald grimly. “And
what ls the nams of the wntarprising
|AwWapapar In the came T

“The Tatuar! Bursly, you wust
know (L It bas acquired a tremen-
dous reputation by publiading the
most sansational scandals eof any
paper o this saction—affalre whioh
Bo one but a personm InUmatsly ao-
quainted la society could Bave knows
about. Bvary one has sumpected for
montha that the TatUsr was baing
supplied with its material by some
one balng recalvad into the beet homes
of the city—and thers have besn ugly
rumaors of scandal stories, even more
sansgtlional tham those It has pub-
lished, which were suppreased
strangaly at the |ast moment. When
1 raceivad the proposition of this lnw-
yor, Runkle, 1 could understand how
thls had besn done, and that T was
not tha only victim which the Tattler
had caught in its toils. He told me
that be tad bappened to drop lnto
the aditorial oMces of the newspaper
quite by accldent, angd whils thers had
seen the proofs of the article about
e, which wers 1o have been pub-
lished in this week's 1ssuo. Knowing
tha Injury which such a publication
would be to me, ha had prevailed
upon the editor to hold up the articls,
as he expressed {t, untld he could ses
me-—sxpluining that It would mean
conslidernbis loss to the paper's elrcu-
lation to stop the publication of such
& sensational story, and that if | were
willing to make up this loss
thought it possible to get back tha
lotters for me. He told me that it
might be arranged for five thousand
dollars, and be la to cull to-morrow
for the money.

“"And you had planned to glve It to
Bim?" asked Mary, '

“I ean’t! 1 bhaven't got it!  And
there 18 no way I ean ralse it without
carryving the whola wretched story to
my bushand."

“You muy the lstters wers stolen
from your private desk?" asked Mona
thoughtfully. *“That fact. at Iesst,
should give us a base from which

"HUSH!" CAUTIONED MARY

AS A KEY TURNED

PIRATES

AU OULIOU G U O Uy UL SO U0 OO0 O O OO U IO Y 'm'&am@!@n_ 20

THE EVENING WORLD, SATURDAY, JUNE 3, 1016,

Ly

ture Theatres

Presented at the Leading Motlon Plo-

CARLTON WAS FACING HIM WITH A PRAWN REVOLVER

o work. Who, besidea yoursalf, had
aocess to the desk—and who knsw the
letters were there?

“No onsl!” aald Mre Surten
promptly.
*But that s Impoasible,” remon-

etrated the girl. “The thief must have
known. And we must find the thief
if wa are t help youl Have you a
maid ™

*Of courns ~but Mimd s quite above
suspicion, 1 assurs you. 1 would
vouch for har dovotion.'

"“Can we talk to her?” asked Mona.

A fow minutes later Mona flung a
halt dozen scarching querics to the
demurs maid, who mat them all with-
out #o much us changa of color. In
the and, Mona was forced to abandon
the amateur inquisition and, giving
o slgnal ta Mary, aross reluctant]ly aa
Mry. Burton dismissed the sorvant.

“I am afrnld you are right ahout
Mimil"™ sald Mona, as ahe stood, sur-
veving the room uncertainly, “She
Is sither absolutely loyal and honest,
or one of the moat consummate act-
ressna | have met.”

Aa they passed through the hall,
Mona caught a glimpse of Miml'a face
watching them wonderingly, In tha
lower hall, Mona uttered a sudden
exclamation, and starisd back to the
wiinirs,

“I have forgotien my purse,”” she
euld hurriedly., 1 can get L. Mm
Burton—thanka."

At tha door of ths boudoir, Mona
henitatod a moment, and then stepped
suddanly Into the mom. Miml was
rixing from the telephons,

Mona flashed a quick glance, and
suw that the girl was fushing unrom-
fortably,

"To whom were you '‘phoning?’ sha
asked abruptly

Mimi tossed her hend.

“And what dosa that matter to
you?"

Mona ocompresssd her
plcked up ber purss

llps, and
“Nothing —per-

IN THE LOCK,

hapa!” ahe #ald, and wnlked down
the stairs thoughtfully. In the lower
ball she faced Mra Burton decidedly.

“That mald of yours knows mors
about this affalr than ghe “as told
us" ghe sald. "With pour permis-
slon, 1 would ke to auestion her
aguin"

"I am eertaln you are mistaken,”
fmid Mrs. Burton dublousry, “but If
you are to help mo, I supposs you
must have your own way."

Akaln Miml was summoned, and
again she faced Mona's swiftly varied
questions—this time meetng hor in-
lerrogator with more assurance, as
though realizsing that she had her mis-
tress's confldgtics to support her. In
the end, Mona was obliged, as hefurs,
W own herscll defeated With a
slirug she watched the girl lcave the
room: A moment afterward the girla
leit the housa.

Mona Instructed the driver to #top

At @ drug store, aud o few minutes
later sho returned to the machine with
& packet of pecullar bk powder,
which she  exhibited trivmphant!y
Then they returnied to the bBurtoy

house.

Mra Burton met them with a glance
N which hopo  and  bewliderment
mingled.  “"Havo you found anything 2
she asked,

"I hopo to—shortly,” swld Monws
“Have you an old euvelupe with your
address? she askod,

carrying the envelope to the light,
sho dustedait with a portion of tha
bluck puwdop had  purcliased,
Mary gave a Nttle ory ns the li-
pPregsions of four fugers and @ thaimb
showed vaguely on tho whilo paper

“My Hoger prints!®  oxclalmned
Mona., “Now if you will kindly cull
Mimi again, Mrs, Durion, 1 think 1
tun promise you suwmie detulte prog-
ress,"”

“I am sorry to trouble wvou. snld
Mona, adopung a more concil
tone than sho hal used before, “In.
deed, 1 am gulte sure that I havae
wronged you in my suspicions, and

she

I have culled you in order to tell
you before Mra. Burton that I am
very sorry if 1 have done yYou gn
Injustive.” Rhe stepped forward, and
n doing so drgpped her siver vanity
box, which fell to the Noor, almost at
Mimi's foot, With o smile the muud
slooped and recovered (.

“Thank you," sl Monn, helding

the box carcfully by its odige. "Oh
Just & moment, Please!™ she called Il..!;
Mi[ni made a movement as thouwh
lo leave, As the mald Miused uncer-

talnly Mona ecarriog

the
to the window

vinity box

and dusted mors of
I.hr‘ black powder over iis polisting
surface, Agiainst the allver buek-

Eround appoared the imprint of the
mald's Ongers and thumh,

Wil you please give me that en-
velape of Mres, Hurton's 9 Mona nsked
Mary. The other vbheyed promiptly
and Mona stry htened with a ory ni"‘
apparent satisfaction,

"I have eaupht yvou
Mimi!" ahe suld erisply.  “Perhaps
you have not heard of the wonderful
evidence of human finger prints? It
hie been estabiinhod that 1

red-handed,

Hre s no
more infallible witness than the tell.
Dle murks of the thicf mwn hand,
Thia envelope”—hold W out  that
which Mrs. Burton had gl n her—
"revealed a peculiar st of Nngep
prints And now"™ producing  the
vanity bax, 1 hnave anather set aof
fingger printa which colne:dn fxactly
As the envelape was fecoversd from

Mra. Burton's desk there s anly ane

course I enn take. T must telephone
for the polies nnd RiVe il Into cus-
toddy on the oharge of purioining
documents of vour emplover, May 1
use yaur phane, Mrs. Burton?™

The mistress stared an tho 15h Anzed
by the sudden development For a
moment Mind stoosd, surve ng hep
nuastionar with wide eved nemass
magit Thien with a i n
'--!‘t Ard e ' 11

A Y ' I 1 '

vy i !
I w [} I
ol i

Maoni's ingen I Flse vl W
parfectly, "he girl swifily ! f
sntisfaction and pretepded to conelder

the mald's reqguest
1 don’'t koow that you can he'p

us ~that wa neead your evidence,” shs
sald dublously,

“Ob, but you do not know-—-you do
not know ail that 1 can tell you”
pleaded Miml swiftly, “I can take
you to the mun who pald me the
money for the letiars, who''—

"“You wretch!" cried Mra. Burton,
who now saw the other's duplicity.
Uinil's tears redoubled,

"His pame s Runkls, and he teld
me thatl he would pay me well for any
tinformation 1 could give him for his
noewspaper. Hut even he is mot the
mun you want, He s only an agent,
The real man |8

“Wha ' snapped Mona.

Mimi smilled craftily. *“You promiss
that 1 hall be protected—that 1 shall
not auffer?”

“If you tall ma the truth and keep
faith with me,"conceded Mona grudg-
Ingty

“Very well, then. It s & promise.
The man you want, who employed
Runkle, ia Roginald Wentworth.”

Mrs. HBurton gave a cry of Ia.
erodulity.

“Impossible! Why, T know Mr.
Wentworth well! Ha Is above any
such infumy. Thera would ba no need
for him to stoop to such methoda to
galn maney, for he la rieh In his own
right, popular and a caller {n all the
hest homes of town,**

Mona smiled erypuleally.

“Doesn't  your descrip'len tally
axactly with the Idea you guve ma of
the mysterious Informant of The
Tattler in secloty? Al but the finan-
einl standing of Mr. Wentworth--and
perhaps his income may be largely
blufrl™

Mry. Burton frowned dublously.
"Of course, you may be right,” she
conceded,  “After the revelation of
Mimi's eachery I oould helieve any-
thing!” Bhe turned on the mald an-
erily. "It it were not for Miss Daven-
port's promise of protection 1 would
bhe tompted to turn you over to the
dollce mysoif!"”

“You forket that you would have to
tell them about the letters!” retorted
Mimi sullenly,

Mra. Burton stiffensd. *“Oh, what
shall 1 do?" she moaned ngain an the
renlization of her situation broke
upon her. “Even {f Miml has told
you what she did with my corre-
apondence, how does it help us? How
are we to got baok the letters? And,
romember, unlcss thay can be re-
turnmd to me mml.] without their
oontents  hecoming wo, | am
rulned—ruined."

Mona patted her encouragingly on
the shoulder, “Mimi I8 golng to re-
deom horsell by helping me to make
the acquaintance of Messrs. Hunkle
and Wentworth—and unlesa 1 am
more mistaken than 1 ever was be-
fore 1 think 1 ean promise you a
gratifying report in the very near fu-
ture!  To begin with, now that Mimi
I8 out of your service, she I8 going
to enter mine—for the time being,
Hhe soribbled a card, and gave it Lo
the hesitating maid,. *1 am trusting
you absolutely! You will report to
ma thia afternoon, If you so much
as try 1o warn either Runkle or Waest -
worth of what has happened I shall
give you to the police~no matter what
the results may be te Mra. Burton!™

For A moment she and Mim| stared
into cach other's eyes—Mona coldly
dotermined, and Mimt fuctuating be-
tween a sullen defiance and fear, In
the end Mona's superior will won, and
Miml moved to the door,

*You wlill hear from me in the
afternoon,” she sald,

“Aml now, Mrs Burton."” c¢ried
Mona a8 the dvor closed behind the
ather, “"you must do exactly as 1 tell
you if you expiset me to be of any ns-
@lstance to you. In the first place
yvou must plead with the man Runkia
for more time. ‘Tell him anything
you please—that you have to bor-
row the money or pawn your jewels
~—gnything to gain time until 1 have
& chance to act, Do you under-

atand ™
“parfectly.” agread Mrs. Burtom.
Mona spent the remalnder of the
« day inn sllont, speculitive study, from
 Mary did pot arousa her even
vien Mimg par In an appearsnce,
fuithful to her appointmoent. It was

until the

IWo RIiFls Wers preparing
the night that Mona un-
and bofore sha had
en words Mary reallzed
nd's quick wit was begin-
i aolytion of their prob-

In vl orsell,
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“HANDS UPI" HE BNAPPED.

*Dick Carlton s dining with us to-
morrow, isn't he?" she asked.

“You mean we are dining with him*
corrected Mary.

“l admit the error,” smiled Mona.
“Well, Dick Is to enter our sarvics for
the tims being. You are to be my
confidential secretary and companion,
and [ am to be a rather flighty young
married woman, with a rich husband
in Beattls, and a generous allowance
to spend as long as 1 behave myself.
Do you begin to eatch my drift?"

“And I am, of courss, to sell infor.
mation againat you to Runkls for &
story In the Tattier!" erisd Mary

“Not exactly. Wa'll determine that
point later, Help me to chooss a name
for mysell. Whosse wifa am [ to ba?"

“You want n name that sounds ke
monsy and respectability,” sald Mary
reflectively.  “Smith |s too common.
Bo Is Jones. How about Douglas?"

“Splendid. Mrs. Douglas of Seattle
on an excursion here to rea the alghtsa,
and bave a general good time, whila
hubby |a sticking close to the sternal
grindstona 1o provida ths whare-
withal! Now, If our young frisnd
Dick eomes up to specifications |
think we can consider the cast satls-
factorlly filled!”

Dick Carlton, as the girls had con-
fidently expected, entered Into  the
Epirit of their plans with & relish, and
when Mona sketeched the part he was
to play—that of secrotary to the hus-
band and mora than alighily In love
with her—he accepted the rols with
aiacrity, particularly the latter por-
tion,

The next afternoon Mona, ss Mrs.
Douglus, with Mary as her secretary
and Miml as hier mald, made a some-
whil spectacular appearance at the
Roanoake, one of the sclect hoteln of
the city, and was assigned (o a sulte
which only the mest generous bank
roll contld have stood. The following
day Mrs. Burton, who had been notl-
fied of the girl's assumed character,
invited her to a teu, ot which she waa
presented to o group of the city’s so-
clally and financlially elect. Monna
kept a sharp eye open for Reginald
Wentworth, but that gentleman did
not make an Appearanca.

Tha mext morning found several
invitationas to various affuirs in her
miil, and at a theatre party that
evening whe moet for the first time
the object of her plottings, Went-
worth was a tall, well set up fellow In
his early thirtles, with a certain grace
of manner toward the falr sex, which
had obviously won him many friends
umong women, He established him-
self ut Moni's side, and the girl pur-
posely made horself agreeable to him
in a frank, open manner, which kept
Wontworth with her for the better
part of two acta

On the following afternoon Dick
Carlton, registering as  Raymond
Danlels of Seattle, sauntered into the
Roanoake, and that evening he ea-
eorted Mona (o another theatre party,
where he was duly presented to Mrs,

Burton and her friends, including
Wentworth, who showed none too
Ereat a rellsh when the stranger

calmly appropriated the rich young
Mrs, Douglas for the bulk of the
evening. It was a part of Mona's
plan to give the impression that sha
and Carlton were on terms of Inti-
mate flirtation, and she succesded ad-
mirably,

Early In the following week she
considered ber preparations far
enough advaneed to proceed safely
with the next step in her programme,
She called Mimi into thelr sitting
room  and Instructed the maid to
make an appointment with the man
Hunkle for the park that afternoun
at ? o'clock.

"Hold him there unti]l Miss Hartley
arrives with Mr. Carlton,” directed
Mona. “ilve him any excumse neces-
sary. Toll him that you see & way
by which you can make capital out
of my suppossd indlscretions -any-
thing to keep him occupled until Miss
Hartley 18 ready.”

Promptly at 2 o'clock, Mimi strollad
to one of the park benches overlook-
ing the main driveway, with Runkle

“You say that this Mra. Douglns
In young and pretty and rieh ™" asked
Runkle

*Thore is no douht that” Mimi

broke off her sentence. A coupls wore
strolling down the path, engaged In
an angry dialogues. 1t was Mary and
Curiton, As they reached the bench
on which Mim! and her companion

Plot by rge Bronson Howard

ovelization
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Mash of the
fright from

volver.

»  Wentworth softly struck a match and

dropped it into the powder.
wder mingled with a cry of

ona—and Wentworth stepped

Into the outer room, smiling cynically. But

his smile was suddenly frozen.

Carlton was facing him with a drawn re.

Wentworth whirled about—to confront a
second revolver in the hands of Mary. The
girl laughed at the scowl of rage on his face.  §
“Caught with the goods!"’ she mocked.

The bright s

were aftting Mary suddenly broks
away from Cariton in a torrent of
wesping danunciation.

"You are tired of mel TYou are
throwing me over for her! [ know
what Is in your heart! You shall
regret it soon—very soonl" ith that
she trisd to make & scornful tusa of
her pretty head, and staggerod across
to an emptly bench.

“Parbaps It 1s better to have It over
with!" he called after her, lifting his
bat with a flourish. AL any rats,
you know the truth mow!" Without
& backward glance, he strolled back
down the path, leaving the waeping
girl alone on the benoh, For a mo-
ment Mary sobbed convulsively, and
then lifted her head—4to disoover that
she was alons and that Carlton had
dsappeared. She ross to ber feet,
glanced wildly about her, and hesltat-
ingly walked to the laks. Appurently
ahe was about to throw herself into
the water. Runkle, with a muttered
oath, sprang across and grasped her

-

»Nons of tha!, young woman! .!n
snapped as Mary glared at him. 1t
he has thrown you over, thers m”h.r
better ways of revenge Lthan that!l

Mary stared at him, as though net
comprehending, Whils Miml hovered
discreetly in the buckground. At that
moment the honk of an automobile
horn sounded from the driveway, and
the volce of Reginald Wentworth called
acroas to Runkle.

“It you will wait here & moment,”
the latter sald to Mary. "I should like
to talk to you, And I think a little in-
terview might be of profit to both
of ua!"

Mary glanoed quickly at Wentworth,
who was watching the scene curiously
from the car, and dropped back on har
bench, Indicating that she would wait.
The opportune arrival of Wentworth
was a real plece of luck.

When Runkle returnsd after a long
tmlk with Wentworth, he brought that
worthy backwith him and then finally
persunded Mary to tell them the de-
talls of Mrs Douglas’'s treachery to
Mary and iofidelity to her rich hus-
band. Then, with Mary's consent,
they agreed to make Mrs Douglas pay
for it through the medium of the
Tattler,

Wentworth himself drove Mary
home, and he seemod to enjoy the ride
with his charming sompanion.

When Wentworth finally instructed
the chaufleur to &atop, at & point near
the Roanoake, he lingered in his good-
bys, and forced her to consont to dine
with him the next evening

Shie drew a loog breath as the car

finanlly rolled away, Wentworth
waving to her from the rear seal.
She felt that ehe had conquered]

With sparkling eyes ahe hurried ‘o
thelr apartment In the HRoanocaks
and exvitedly poursd out the detalls
of tha afternoon to the Impatiently
waiting Mona,

Thres wecks passed—thres weeks
of varying incidents. Mona's flirta-
tlon with Cariton, or young Daniels,
fas their pew friends konew him, waa
beginning 10  attract more than
castial atientlon, and mors than once
Mona canghbt the calculating eye of
Wentworth surveying them wat the
various affairs whera they chanced
to meat. In ths meantime, Mary's
acquaintanceship with Reginald
Wentworth was fast approaching a
degrea of Intimaey. It was appare
ent to the girl that the man was
gEenuinely attracted to her, and tha
fopie of Mrs. Douglas and the sup-
posed young wife's Indiscretions was
discussad betwesn them with a di-
ract candor and speculation, Hut
there was a vagus, indefinable colo-
ment of distrust aven yet in Went-
worth’'s manner, which the girl was
At a loss to understand until one
evening when the two motorsd out
to A restaurant on the outskirts of
the city for & bohemian dinner,

Iwring the ride Wentworth care-
lensly toyed with his whallet, which
he had drawn from his pocket to
refer to A memorandum 1t contalned.
Buddenly he looked up at her and,
thpping tha wallet significantly,
sald: “Do you know that its con-
tents are almost priceless to myself
—uand a certaln very worried lady of
society

Mary shook her head with & quis-
zical smils.

"l dure say that ths lady in quea-
tion would redesm the half dozan
lettera in this wallst for a thousand
uplece—and be grateful for the
chance!"

The subject dropped, and it was not
until Wentworth received a sudden
telephone call during the course of the
dinner and sxcused himmself that the
conversiation recurred to the girl
There by his plate was the wallet,
where in his haste he had forgotien
It. For a moment she hesitated, and
then her hand reached out stealthily
to appropriate It. The insiinct that
whispered her a sewlift warning she
conld not have explained, bul she
drew back hurriediy, Ivaving the wal-
let undisturbed. Was It not possible
thnt Wentworth had lald a clever trap
to test her? It was Incoancelvable
that a man, accustomed to living by
His wits, would be careleas enough to
leave a six thousand dollar weapon
of plackmall conspicuous!ly on a res-
taurant table! A moment later Went.
worth sauntered back, and his glance
told Mary that her suspleiona had
been justified,

With a low luugh he pleked up the
wallet, and turniug it inside out, lung
IL back, It wias ewpty!

“Fleass accepl wy wpologles for
doubling you!" ne said 1o & low lone.
"But I couldo't wiford 1o take s chanss
=and If we wre Lo play the gainoe b=
gother, | must be awbsolutely osrtaln
that we are guiug to do It on the
squarel”

Mary paled. llow near sho bad
been Lo & hopeless, fatal betrayall

When sbe rejoincd Mona that night
her mind was definitely made up.
She would force the altuation to &
cllmax without further deluy. She
saw now that every day might heold
fresh pitfalls and new dangers, Ba
they chose Lhat same night for thelr
little drainn,

It wus nearly
called up Wentworth at his apart-
ment, and asked hurriedly for an ime-
medlate tnterview, When he mel hep
an hour luter ales lluparted to him
the Intelligence that Mra, Douglas and
Cariton, aftor the theatrs that night,
were to bs together in the former's
apartment at the Roanoake,

“And I have & plan wnich I think
will give us what wa have been
scheming for,” ended Mary enthusi-
astically, For severnl moments she
spoke swiftly and nervously, and at
the end Wentworth caught her hand
snthusiastically.

"Splendid!" he arted. Tl be ready
when you are!” The dis was cast!

It was just before 11 o'clock that
night when the telephoos ia the
upartment of Mary and Mona an-
nounced the arrival of Wentworth in
the lobby, Mary asked him to come
up at onoa. Bhe waas alons, Mona
had left for a theatre with Carlton
shortly after a 7 o'clock dinner, leaving
Mary to put the finishing touches to
the last act they hiad planned in their
little drama. 8he received Went-
worth at the door, and with a show
of secrecy conducted him through the
uving-room into an innar bedroom.

Wentworth glanced around him
curiously and his eyes lighted as he
noted a camera and flashlight ap-
paratus, alrvady in position,
trained on the liVing-room.

“All that we need now I to walt
untll they are seatad at thelr tete-a-
tete supper and then light the pows.
der. The camera will do the restl”™
chuckled Mary In apparent glee.

"And wa will sell the plate to the
highast bidder!™ sald Wentworth with
& grimness which showed that he at
least was in deadly earnest

“Hush!" cautioned Mary suddenly,
catching his arm, ns a key turned in
the hull lock. The next moment Mona
and Carlton entered the suite, apd
the latter removed his companion's
wraps with a show of tenderness,
which mades Wentworth smile again
in anticipation, A tempting lunch of
cold viands had alresdy besn set on
A table. Carlion took the seat which
Mona indicuted, and edeed his chade
closer to her as she nspucted the
articles of the menu,

“Now!" whispered Mary,

Wentworth softly struck a matah
and dropped It into the powder, as
Mary flung aside tha heavy dropers-
fea screening the entrancs to the
living-room. The bright flash of the
powder nungled with w cry of fright
from Monu—and Wentworth steppoed
into the outer reom, smiling cynle-
ally. But his smile was suddenly
frozen,

Cariton was facing him with a
draln{rn ;:\-ow-‘r.

“Han up!” suapped the yo
actor, e

Wentworth whirled about—te com-
front w second revolver in the hands

of Mary. The girl luughed at the
ncowl of rage on him face,

“Caught  with the goods'" ghe
mol;.ked.

“¥You devil!™ he growled, a
laughed. o )

“That will

do!" commandesd Carl.
fon. "“The gume's up, We've kot you
falr, and we mean to hold you! We
know wvour connection with tha Tat-
tler, and your own Judement must
tell you that we have evidonee cnough
of your bluckmalling methods tosend
you te prison for more yenrs than
3,-m|“-:1nuld nrobahly care tg reckon!®
"What doe you want?
Wentworth, ‘101—
»

“First, those letters of Ars.
Your promise te

ton’s, and next
the Tattler out of business and
move yvourself from this vicinity!*=
“Which means, of course, Immu
from the law?' sncered Wentworth,
"Not quite!™ 1t wis Mary whe
eroke. “You are forgetting the ox-
penses of the casc—and the money
you have made us spend 1o get you
where we wantod you, T think five
thousand would ahout onver |t,

can give us a chack. I think we :,:?,
tnke it for granted that YOu won't

Btop payment!*

Monn stepped ta the telenhone and

Pa
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ordered a taxicab,  The Nty
Iw:ltt P? the Tattler nMeo I_.‘n_,;‘\,,.:.t‘,:n
~re. the te iy x
l‘hhlp‘k lotters and recolved the
Tén minutes Inter Mon w
Ing Mre. Burton's pris ,.:. r:'-li?-::“'.
number from a corner 4; Uz slore, o8
We have yvour Teftors' Hhe | a
erisply,  "Shill wa m;
bring them up** i them—or
et A taxicah!™ erfeg Are
And Mona langhed har N:an:."ﬁv‘
will!" she promised, ' o .
(End of Eleventh Eplsode,)
—,
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